
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

T he other day, while visiting Christ Church, Oakhurst, a 
parishioner asked me, "You have so many things to take 

care of; how do you keep from going crazy?"  I'm not 100% sure 
she wasn't, in fact, saying that I am crazy...but I answered, "By 
keeping the main thing, the main thing;" to quote Archbishop 
Duncan, who was quoting Steven Covey, who was probably 
quoting someone else.   
 
So that begs the question for us in the Diocese of San Joaquin - 
what is the main thing?  We are spending a good deal of time and 
effort in the determination of that question through a concerted 
strategic planning process.     
 
First, the Diocesan Council and I developed a Vision Statement: 
"To Lead an Apostolic Community, Under Authority, that 
Brings People to Jesus Christ."  This statement was laid be-
fore the Standing Committee, who enthusiastically endorsed it.  
Then it was brought to the Rural Deans and their Deaneries, 
who are also praying over it.   
 
Second, we developed a Mission Statement: “To Equip, Train, 
Support, and Encourage Clergy and Lay Leaders to Bring 
People to a Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ."  This 
Mission makes it clear what your Bishop and diocesan leadership 
exist to do.  Not surprisingly, we looked to the Word of God for 
it.  You can hear the echo of St. Paul in his letter to the Ephe-
sians: "And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evange-
lists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until 
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October 1—Bishop @ St. Timothy’s, 
Bishop for Fr. Tony’s Retirement Event 

October 5—Bishop @                         
St. Alban’s, Los Banos 

October 8—Quiet Day, ECCO 

October 8-10—Bishop in Atlanta,      
Investiture of Archbishop Foley Beach, 
College of Bishop’s Meeting 

October 12—Bishop @                       
St. Jude-in-the-Mountains, Tehachapi 

October 12—Bishop @ Church of the 
Epiphany, La Mirada, Evening Priestly 
Ordination of Dcn. Ryan Bradley 

October 15-17—Bishop Speaking @ 
Diocese of Quincy’s Synod, Moline, IL 

October 18—Diocesan Council 

October 18—Evening, Bishop @         
St. Peter’s, Kernville 

October 19—Bishop @ St. Luke’s & 
Mission Anglicana de Kern, Bakersfield 

October 23—Standing Committee Mtg 

October 25—Honored Women’s Lunch 

October 26—Bishop @                       
St. Mary’s, Fresno 

October 31—November 1—             
Diocesan Convention (Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the meas-
ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes."    
             Ephesians 4:11-14 
 

With this mission before me, I have a clear idea of what I am called to do as your bishop - but I am not alone in this 
ministry.  This mission also gives guidance and direction to the leadership of the diocese.  This mission should guide all 
aspects of diocesan life.  This Mission Statement was adopted by the Diocesan Council, and it is currently being shared 
with the Standing Committee and will soon be distributed to the Rural Deans and the Deaneries. 
 
Third, the Diocesan Council and I developed our Values Statement this past week. The Values Statement put forth is: 
“We Value: Accountability, Collegiality, Transparency."  These values are simple and straightforward, and should 
undergird the way we conduct ourselves in living out our Vision and Mission. 
 
Lastly, our Diocesan Convention this year will also focus on keeping the main thing, the main thing.  The theme of Con-
vention is "Building on the Basics," from Acts 2:42: "And they devoted themselves to the Apostles Teaching and the 
Fellowship, the Breaking of the Bread and the Prayers."  
 
As we live into an uncertain future, with lawsuits and the daily stresses and strains of everyday life, let us remember to 
focus on these four aspects of our life together as the Body of Christ in the Diocese of San Joaquin! 
 
God Bless you all! 
Bishop Menees 
 
 

Transitions 
 
In September Bishop Menees installed Jim Sweeney as the Lay Pastoral Leader of St. Anselm's, Elk Grove.  
 
On Sunday, October 5th, Fr. Tony Faint will officially retire as Vicar 
at St. Timothy's, Bishop & Trinity Memorial, Lone Pine. Fr. Tony 
and Janice have purchased a home in Michigan and will move there 
to be closer to their children.  We wish the Faint's Godspeed and 
every blessing. 
 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Prayer Room Set Up at St. James Cathedral 
by Sue Hague, St. James PPP Coordinator 

On Saturday, September 6th, St. James 
hosted a Healing Prayer Ministry training 
in conjunction with the Scriptural healing 
teachings of Francis and Judith MacNutt. 
Fr. Carlos Raines led the teaching.  We 
had a very good turnout including one 
parishioner from Good Shepherd in 
Reedley who hopes to launch it there.  
Starting September 14th, anyone desiring 
prayer at St. James for healing or any oth-
er need can ask one of our HPT (Healing 
Prayer Team) members for prayer right 
after receiving communion. This sounds 
rather ordinary, doesn’t it? Let me back 
up and tell you, “the rest of the story” as 
Paul Harvey would say. 

Fr. Carlos shared in our last church news-
letter that this prayer room had long 
been a desire of his: 

Over 10 years ago when Dennis Cramer was ministering prophetically here at the Cathedral, a pastor who came with him ventured to speak 
a word for us at the end of that visit.  He said to us, "The Lord says that St. James Cathedral shall be a house of prayer for all nations, 
even to the point that there will appear fire on the roof causing some to think the building is burning!"  

When I heard these words, like Sarah (Abraham's wife) when she heard she would give birth in her old age, I laughed in my heart and said 
to the Lord, "Sure! Even Fr. Lawrence Harrison could not get such a ministry launched here!" As God is my witness, the timing was per-
fect: just as this pastor was finishing his word from the Lord, I was finishing 
that thought of unbelief. So my thought came to an end just as the pastor 
finished his message with these words from the Scriptures: "And do not des-
pise the day of small things, says the Lord" Boy was I well rebuked! I said 
in my heart, "I am sorry, Lord. You said it; I will watch you do it." 

And God began to work. 

When I first got here the Daughters of the King [now Daughters of the Holy 
Cross] were struggling to keep going. They were valiant, but few in number 
and "gettin' on in years."  Nevertheless, they faithfully pressed on with an 
enormous prayer list that they added to as they went along. Now, years later, 
they number over a dozen, have younger members joining up and they are full 
of vitality and prayerfulness! They still pray faithfully over an astounding 
number of prayer requests, but new prayer requests are now coming in weekly 

Some of the Healing Prayer Team members sporting our brand new prayer vests  
(to make us easily identifiable for prayer) from l-r: Fred VanderHoof, Cat Young,  
Grace Evans, Katherine Elliot, Cathy Downing, Laura Muldoon and Joanie Reynolds 

(Continued on page 5) 
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as they were obedient to respond to the Bishop's suggestion that 
they set up a table and take prayer requests at the end of each 
service! Nearly ten requests a week come in! This is part of be-
coming a true "house of prayer!" They are now called the Daugh-
ters of the Holy Cross and I say, “Praise the Lord for these 
Daughters and all the new ones who will continue to join in!” 
God did it! It was part of His plan! 

About a year and a half ago, Sue Hague visited me in my office 
with a plan to start Pastor's Prayer Partners at St. James. These 
would be people who would stay for an extra service once a month 
and intercede for that service as an offering of prayer. They also 
would focus on praying for those in ordained ministry especially. 
This has been amazingly successful! The services themselves and 
the preaching have been so blessed by these "prayer warriors." 
They are still going strong and are well organized and effective. 
This was not my plan. God did it and Sue listened and obediently responded! This was yet another step in becoming "a house of prayer for 
all nations!" 

Finally we get to where I started this article. This Saturday I will be meeting with up to 20 parishioners who will be completing training to 
be prayer ministers each Sunday morning at each service so that any person who feels that he or she needs prayer can come up to these volun-
teers to be prayed for whatever they may need. Each prayer minister has had at least 13 hours of basic prayer training from Francis and 
Judith MacNutt and will receive another three hours of training this Saturday. That training will be ongoing as well. So now someone can 
come into St. James, give a prayer request at the Daughters of the Holy Cross table, know that they are being prayed for all through the 
service by our PPP intercessors, go up to one of the prayer ministers and receive prayer for any specific needs and then stop by the table of the 
Daughters of the Holy Cross again to leave with them any further prayer requests they might have! Folks, that's a lot of becoming "devoted 
to prayer" like those early Christians mentioned in the 2nd Chapter of Acts of the Apostles. It was God's plan and he did it! Like St. Paul 

I can only say: 

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways! ‘For who has known the mind of 
the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has 
given a gift to him that he might be repaid?  For from 
him and through him and to him are all things. To him 
be glory forever. Amen.” 

What a thrill to be involved in God’s ongoing 
vision! If you would like more information on 
starting either Pastor Prayer Partners and/or 
Healing Prayer Teams, please call the cathedral 
office. We would love to see this mushroom all 
over the Diocese. Prayer needs to undergird all 
we do.  

A new coat of paint, a covering for an old filing cabinet and presto! 
chango!––a Prayer Room starts to emerge! Randy Hague hard at work 
taking paint spatters off the linoleum. 

Sue Hague lettering Isaiah 56:7 
passage: “My house will be a 
house of prayer for all nations.” 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Get Involved Potluck 

Lots to eat… 

lots of  ministry  

to participate in...   

A good time had by all. 
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Five Anglican Women Accepted into the Bishop’s Chapter 

On July 20th and August 24th, 2014, the Bishop’s Chapter, St. James’ An-
glican Cathedral, Fresno, CA, Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, the Or-
der of the Daughters of the Holy Cross followed our Vision in bringing 
five Anglican women into a nurturing and empowering community called 
to be servants of Jesus. Their crosses, blessed by the Dean, will be worn 
as a symbol of Jesus' sacrifice and the need for Him to be the Lord of 
our lives as we endeavor through the power of the Holy Spirit to keep 
our fourfold Vow of Prayer, Service, Study, and Evangelism. 



Page 8 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN October 2014 

Successful Computer Give-Away 

Jesus Our Savior, Modesto had a very suc-
cessful turn-out for the last Computer Give-
Away on Saturday, August 30th.  One hun-
dred and eleven computers were given to 
students from Hanshaw Middle School, La 
Loma Jr. High, Mark Twain Jr. High, and 
Downey High School.  These deserving stu-
dents were selected by school counselors and 
teachers, based on low-income and high 
achievement. 

The hard drives on the computers are scrubbed and new free software (Linux) is installed. If the system is unable to 
be fixed, parts can still be taken from it to use. The parts that can’t be used are taken to recycle. 

We asked students to fill out info packets in which they agree not to sell the computer for six months and to volun-
teer for six hours of community service at a place of their choice.  We also give them a bi-lingual Comcast pamphlet 
that outlines $9.95 service for low income families.  They only need to show that they are receiving free or reduced 
school lunches to qualify. 

We had an awesome turn-out.  We had counselors and secretaries from each site and they saw how their list of re-
cipients is very helpful in the process. Seth was also there and saw students from Hanshaw, where he teaches.  Terry 
also sends out an e-mail notifying the donors of the date and we had one of our big donors come to check it out.   

The next Computer Give-Away is scheduled for Saturday, October 2nd from 9:00-11:00 a.m. We will hopefully have 
over 50 computers ready by then. 

Please continue to help us spread the word to receive more donated computers & monitors. Donors will receive a 
technology donation receipt for tax purposes.  Thanks for all your support! 

 
Have a great day! 
Mary Scott 
mlscott9@pacbell.net 

mailto:mlscott9@pacbell.net


Page 9 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN October 2014 

Diocesan Anglican Church Women  
Honored Women’s Luncheon 2014 

 

Hosted by St. Philip Anglican Church ACW, Coalinga 
 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 
 

Harris Ranch Restaurant  I-5 and 198 
 

11:00 - 11:30 am Registration 
11:30 – 12:00 Welcome and Brief Meeting 
12:00 pm – 12:45 pm Luncheon and Raffle 

1:00 – 2:00 pm Honor Ceremonies 
 

Luncheon Menu:   
 

Gourmet Flank Steak Salad entrée – Choice of Salmon, Chicken or Vegetarian 
Freshly baked cheese rolls and butter 

Specialty dessert 
Beverages 

 

Attendance at Honored Women’s Luncheon is $27.50 per person 
 

The Honored Woman’s Biography, Reservations, and full payment  
must  be received by October 10th  

 

Questions:  Please call Clair Hough (559-935-1948) or Mary Curtin (559-935-3943) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please detach bottom portion of ticket and return with your check.) 
 

Attendee Name ______________________________  Church Name __________________________ 

Attendee Home Address ______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________ Phone _______________________________ 

Salad Options: (Choose one)   Flank Steak _____  Salmon _____ Chicken ______ Vegetarian ______ 

Amount of Payment ________________________ 
                
Make check payable to St. Philip Anglican Church, on the memo line please enter ACW – HWL 
Send to:  St. Philip Anglican Church, 401 N. Coalinga Street, Coalinga, CA  93210 no later than Friday, 
October 10, 2014  
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ARDF Partnership Will Provide Education  
for Young Women in South Sudan 

In South Sudan, only 16% of women and girls are literate, but thanks to a new ARDF-funded project female students in the      
Anglican Diocese of Aweil and Abyei will receive a quality Christian education and hope for a better future.  

A Nation in Crisis: 
South Sudan suffers from the world’s worst 
literacy rate*, and by far the highest maternal 
mortality rate of any nation.†  Ongoing vio-
lence has destroyed the educational infra-
structure, and children—especially girls—
desperately need safe places to study and 
find hope for a better life. In many places, 
schools simply do not exist, teachers are rare, 
and textbooks are too expensive for students 
to afford. 

 

New Anglican School Brings Hope: 
However, local Anglican churches are getting involved on a grass-roots level in South Sudan to make sure that 

young women can receive an educa-
tion and gain the skills necessary to 
earn an income and fight for their 
property and inheritance rights.  

In the Diocese of Aweil and Abyei, 
local leaders came up with a bold plan 
to construct a Christian secondary 
school for girls that can accommodate 
320 students and house at least 40. 
Funding the project locally was im-
possible, so the Diocese approached 
ARDF and shared their simple vision 
with us: the school will be a place of 
safety and discipleship where girls can 
learn about God’s love as they study 
and acquire valuable vocational 
skills. Learn more about this project. 

 
Classrooms and offices under construction with bricks made on-site.  

(Continued on page 11) 

http://anglicanaid.net/projects/south-sudan-new-high-school-will-educate-house-girls/
http://anglicanaid.net/projects/south-sudan-new-high-school-will-educate-house-girls/
http://anglicanaid.net/
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We were delighted to partner with 
the Diocese of Aweil and Abyei, and 
in July we were even more thrilled to 
learn about the incredible progress 
they have already made. Despite on-
going civil war and heavy rain, the 
classroom and office walls are up, 
and construction of the dormitory is 
underway! 

 

 
 

Local Anglican Connection: 
A portion of the funding for this project came 
from a local team of young Anglicans from The 
Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh who ran the Pitts-
burgh Marathon in order to raise money for the 
school. Their involvement was a beautiful example 
of the Body of Christ working across national 
boundaries and continents despite oppression and 
brokenness, reminding us that we are part of a vi-
brant Global Anglican Communion that boasts 85 
million members worldwide. 

 

ARDF and the Global Body of  Christ: 
Most of us think of the Church primarily in terms of its local expression in a parish, diocese, or national church. But 
this project reminds us that Christ’s Body is much bigger than that. 

The connection that we in North America have with Anglicans in places like South Sudan is real, and the Gospel 
sets us free to express that organic connection through mutual giving and receiving similar to what we read about in 
II Corinthians 8 and 9. The suffering saints in Jerusalem were worlds away from the wealthy believers in Corinth, 
yet St. Paul still considered it a privilege for them to be connected in Christ through ministries of mercy. 

He wrote, “For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in 
many thanksgivings to God” (9:12). One of the greatest privileges of being involved with ARDF is seeing firsthand 
how true this Biblical theme remains today. 

Our faithful brothers and sisters in South Sudan are deeply encouraged by this partnership and literally give thanks 
to God on our behalf. We pray that their example of faith and love for their neighbors in the midst of crisis will 
serve as a powerful example to us as well. 

A group from St. Stephens Anglican 
Church who ran the Pittsburgh Marathon 
in May to raise money for the new school.  

Classrooms and offices nearing completion, 2014 July. 

(Continued on page 12) 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://www.pitanglican.org/
http://www.pitanglican.org/
http://anglicanaid.net/st-stephens-young-adults-run-marathon-relay-ardf/
http://anglicanaid.net/st-stephens-young-adults-run-marathon-relay-ardf/
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Education Around the World: 
In the United States, most of us take our education for granted, and for good reason: literacy rates have remained at 
99% since 1970 for both men and women. However, in many parts of the world access to education is only an aspi-
ration: 

 781.2 million people globally cannot read or write–64% are women. 

 Of the 58 million children ages 6-11 who cannot attend school each year, more than half live in Sub-
Saharan Africa. 

 Moreover, in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2/3 of all girls may never attend school. 

Imagine what it would be like not to be able to read a good book, or the instructions on your child’s medication–or 
the Bible. Not having access to education can have terrible consequences for individuals and societies. However, the 
good news is that education is relatively straightforward to provide, and can have immediate positive effects: 

 Every additional year spent in school can increase personal income by 10%. 

 In developing countries, educating girls can prevent child-marriage, and death in childbirth. 

 The children of educated mothers are fifty percent more likely to survive past the age of 5. 

 There are few more effective ways to empower the poor and marginalized than to help them pursue their dreams 
of education and opportunity. Christian education in particular can bring dignity, economic opportunity, and hope 
in Christ. 

*Only 27% of the total population can read and write, but only 16% of women. 

†A staggering 2,054 out of every 100,000 live births result in the mother’s death. 

// Donate to Education Projects // 

(Continued from page 11) 

http://anglicanaid.net/
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/EducationProjects
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   9am—3pm  
Saturday, November 15, 2014  

 

For Sale:   
Handmade crafts, gifts, home-baked goodies,  

gift baskets, seasonal wreaths, and much more  
 

Lunch available in our cafe 
$10  

homemade soup, sandwich, cookie, chips, & beverage 
 

For more information call (559) 255-4883  

St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church 
6175 E King's Canyon Road 

 
 

tel:%28559%29%20255-4883


Upcoming Dates: 

October 4:  Team Meeting at 10 am at St. Paul’s, Visalia 
November 8: Team Meeting at 10 am at St. Mary’s, Fresno 
December 6: Team Meeting at 10 am at St. Judes, Tehachapi 
January 1-4, 2015 Anglican 4th Day #5 at ECCO 
 
For more information about being on team or sponsoring a candidate, please 
contact Annie Curtier at 661-433-6889 or download from the website 
(www.a4dsanjoaquin.com) an application and mail ASAP to 1326 W. Kettering, 
Lancaster, CA 93534. If you’re interested in hosting an Ultreya or Gathering at 
your congregation, please contact me as well.                                   

In his service, Anna Curtier, Lay Director 
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Dr. Jessie Guerrero 
 
Pianist/vocalist extraordinaire at St. Nicholas Angli-
can Church in Atwater.  Jessie graduated from U.C. 
Stanislaus, earned her teaching credential, completed 
two master’s degrees and this past spring, completed 
her Doctorate degree in education at Stanislaus.  She 
was student speaker at the commencement exercises.  
This past summer she attended an organ symposium 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Sundays she plays at a Ro-
man Catholic church in Turlock, St. Nicholas in At-
water and then at a Catholic church in Merced.  Jessie 
is currently teaching at an elementary school in 
Chowchilla but has her eyes open for an assistant 
principalship in a middle school.  Bishop’s Warden, 
Mike Selleck, is especially proud of Jessie since she 
played clarinet in the A.H.S. band when he was direc-
tor.  

Submitted by Kimberly Selleck 

http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/
http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/
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54th Annual Diocesan Convention 
of the Diocese of San Joaquin 
October 31—November 1, 2014 

St. James’ Cathedral 

Fresno 
 

 

 

 

     Delegate changes must be  
     mailed to the Diocesan Office: 

      Attention Convention 
      4159 E. Dakota Ave. 
      Fresno, CA 93726-5297 
 
 
 
 
 
Meal Request Forms for the Diocesan Convention have been mailed to each church.  Meal Request Forms are due 
no later than Friday, October 3, 2014.  Forms must be mailed to the office so please allow time for mail delivery.   
Reservations cannot be made by phone, fax, or email, though you can use the online form that is posted on the website.  
Reservations will not be considered as being made unless and until payment is also received.  

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/delegateformconvention2014_corrected.pdf
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/noticeofdiocesanconvention2014_1.pdf
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/meal_request_form_for_diocesan_convention_october_31st__november_1st.pdf
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/conventionhotels2014.pdf
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/budget_notes_and_side_by_side_2015.pdf
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

October 2014 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

