
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

L ast month I wrote in the Anglican about keeping the 
main thing the main thing.  I addressed my focus on our 

vision: "To Lead an Apostolic Community, Under Authority, 
that Brings People to Jesus Christ."  and our Mission: “To Equip, 
Train, Support, and Encourage Clergy and Lay Leaders to Bring 
People to a Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ." 
 
As your bishop, along with the Diocesan Council and the Stand-
ing Committee, we seek to live out this Vision and Mission to the 
honor and glory of God.  As we continue the process of seeking 
God's will and direction, we are praying through and setting stra-
tegic goals, the long term with short term objectives.  As we set 
our plans to meet these goals, we will consistently ask, "Does this 
meet the ACT test?"  What is the ACT Test?  ACT is the acro-
nym for our stated values: Accountability - Collegiality - Trans-
parency! 
 
Accountability - as your bishop and as the diocesan leadership 
we desire to, and recognize our responsibility to be accountable 
before the Lord and before all members of the diocese from the 
north to the south and the east to the west.  Accountability is, of 
course, nothing new - Jesus taught the disciples, “One who is 
faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who 
is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then 
you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been 
faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that 
which is your own?" (Luke 16:10-12)  The Apostles taught and 
demonstrated the value of accountability. St. Paul wrote to his 
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October 31– November 1—55th Annual 
Diocesan Convention 

November 3—Diocesan Office Closed 

November 5-7—Bp. Menees @ Investi-
ture of Bp. Masters in Ottawa, Canada 

November 9—Bishop @                            
All Saints, Bakersfield 

November 11—Diocesan Office closed 
for Veterans’ Day 

November 15—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

November 16—Bishop @                         
Christ Church, Lemoore 

November 23—Bishop @                        
St. Anselm, Elk Grove 

November 26—Diocesan Office Closes 
at Noon 

November 27-28—Diocesan Office 
closed for Thanksgiving 

November 30—Bishop @                        
St. Peter’s, Kernville 

December 1-3—Winter Clergy Retreat 
@ ECCO 

December 3—7 pm, Ordination of Dcn. 
Joe Lawrence to Sacred Order of Priest-
hood @ Trinity Anglican in Bakersfield 

(Continued on page 2) 
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young apprentice - "Command and teach these things. Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believ-
ers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity." (1 Timothy 4:11-12) And, of course, we will, all 
of us, one day be held accountable to the Lord. "So then each of us will give an account of himself to 
God." (Romans 14:12)  
 
Collegiality - We as Anglican Christians recognize that we are not congregationalists.  We are not a series of independ-
ent churches linked together by a common culture.  We are intentionally and purposefully linked one to another.  This 
was so evident when eight years ago we voted with over 90% of the diocese - twice - to separate ourselves from the false 
teaching of the old church.  We recognized that we were in this together and that when one congregation is successful 
that success is shared and when one congregation is hurting that is shared as well. As your bishop and as the diocesan 
leadership we desire to see our congregations working together for the proclamation of the Kingdom of God.  Scripture 
speaks to this value in so many ways: "And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they 
were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers." (Acts 1:13-14) 
"While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and 
sent them off." (Acts 13:3) The apostles needed to work together and so do we! 
 
Transparency - equally important for us is the value of Transparency.  Because we live in a fallen world when things are 
not transparent we immediately assume that there is something that we are hiding, and therefore fearful of or ashamed 
of.  With the exception of pastoral and potentially legal issues we will seek to fulfill our Vision and Mission with as much 
transparency as possible.  Of course in doing so we are also seeking to embody a biblical value - as Jesus said: “You are 
the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for any-
thing except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." (Matthew 5:13-16) And St. Paul's epistle to the Ephesians pro-
claims, "Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are 
members one of another." (Ephesians 4:25) 
 
By God's Grace and the power of the Holy Spirit we will live into these values.  

 

 

Transitions 
 
We welcome Fr. John Paul Wadlin and his wife Pam back to the Diocese of San Joaquin.  Beginning November 1st Fr. 
Wadlin will take the reigns as Vicar of St. Timothy's, Bishop and Trinity Memorial, Lone Pine.  
 
We bid farewell to Fr. James Short who has been transferred to the REC Diocese of the West as he has taken up min-
istry at St. Anselms Anglican Church, Pacific Grove, CA.  
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Advent is an Opportunity for Us to Re-Encounter the Gospel 
The Anglican Relief and Development Fund’s Advent focus for 2014 is “Clean Water for Every Community,” and 

they need your help!  Advent is an exciting time for us Anglicans! This year, you are invited to join ARDF as they fight 

for clean water around the world.  // Click Here to Donate Now // 

ARDF has looked at the desperate need for clean water around the world, especially in Peru, and how individuals, 

families, and churches can partner with faithful Anglican churches to provide safe drinking water, and Living Water, 

to impoverished communities across the globe. 

ARDF has created high-quality materials to help you and your church get involved including prayer guides, mite 

boxes, activity sheets, videos and more, that will help you and your congregation learn about God’s heart for the poor 

and the Anglican Church around the world. 

ARDF is pleased to offer these materials free of charge to Anglican churches across North America as their way of 

saying “thank-you” for your incredible support for our faithful brothers and sisters around the world. 

// Click Here to Preview Materials //          // Click Here to Request Materials // 

Advent is a Time of  Preparation, Celebration, and Generosity 
Traditionally, the season of Advent has been marked by giving to those in need as we acknowledge our own need for 

the coming of our Savior. We invite you to join ARDF in reflecting upon the Grace of Christ and responding with 

generosity and compassion this Advent. 

Above all, ARDF asks for your prayers for our Anglican brothers and sisters around the world who are suffering with-

out clean water this Advent. 

http://anglicanaid.net/advent-2014/?utm_source=October+Newsletter&utm_campaign=NEWSLETTERS&utm_medium=email
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/Advent_2014
http://anglicanaid.net/advent-2014-materials/
http://anglicanaid.net/advent-2014-materials/
http://anglicanaid.net/advent-2014-materials-request/
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Papal Greetings for Newest Anglican Archbishop 
09 October 2014 

From:  www.anglicanink.com 
Author:   George Conger 

[Atlanta, GA] Pope Francis has communi-

cated his personal greetings and blessings 

for the new ministry of the Most Rev. Fo-

ley Beach, Archbishop of the Anglican 

Church in North America [ACNA]. 

Speaking to the congregation of over 1500 

gathered at the Church of the Apostles in 

Atlanta on 9 Oct 2014 for the installation 

of Archbishop Beach as leader of the AC-

NA, the Anglican Bishop of Argentina, the 

Rt. Rev. Gregory Venables stated that he 

had received a telephone call last week 

from "Fr Jorge", the former Cardinal Arch-

bishop of Buenos Aires Jorge Bergoglio -- 

now Pope Francis. Bishop Venables noted 

that he had long had a warm personal rela-

tionship with Pope Francis from his days 

as leader of the Argentine Catholic Church, 

and added Anglicans should rejoice in the 

current occupant of the chair of St Peter as 

he was a "Bible-believing, born again Christian." 

Pope Francis had telephoned Bishop Venables and asked him to convey his "personal greetings and congratulations as 

he leads his church in the very important job of revival ..." to Archbishop Beach and to embrace him on his behalf. 

Before the service, the Most Rev. Wilton Gregory, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Atlanta presented Archbishop 

Beach with a crozier as a mark of his esteem for the new Anglican archbishop. 

The personal accolades of Pope Francis were greeted warmly by the congregation, and harkened to the words of sup-

port read out at the 2003 Plano Conference for conservative American Anglicans from the then Cardinal Josef 

Ratzinger, later Pope Benedict XVI. 

The Rt. Rev. Gregory Venables 

http://anglicanink.com/article/papal-greetings-newest-anglican-archbishop
http://www.anglicanink.com
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   9am—3pm  
Saturday, November 15, 2014  

 

For Sale:   
Handmade crafts, gifts, home-baked goodies,  

gift baskets, seasonal wreaths, and much more  
 

Lunch available in our cafe 
$10  

homemade soup, sandwich, cookie, chips, & beverage 
 

For more information call (559) 255-4883  

St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church 
6175 E King's Canyon Road 

 
 

tel:%28559%29%20255-4883
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Fur, Fangs, & claws...lots of fun ! 

Pet blessing for St. Francis day celebration 
Submitted by: Fr. Jim Snell, St Columba, Fresno  
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Needing an Encounter with Christ ?? 
Needing to Nurture your Spiritual Growth ?? 

Needing to fully understand your role as Laity in the Church and          
Christian Leaders in your Environments ?? 

THEN……                              
 
Attend our three day weekend, January 1st through the 4th at ECCO hosted by the Anglican 4th Day Community AND 
OPEN TO ALL LAITY AND CLERGY. We can promise you a weekend filled with Encounters with Christ / What it means 
to live in a Christian Community / Lots of Food, Laughter, Prayer, Singing and Spiritual Growth. 
 

HEAR TESTIMONIES FROM OTHERS WHO ATTENDED LAST YEAR’S WEEKEND. 
 
Beth Conkel – Fresno wrote:  “I don't know where to start. This past weekend was truly a gift, and you all made it possible 
with your unending sacrificial service and acts of love. …I think A4D has incredible potential for being a medium for disci-
pleship and leadership training in our diocese. The teaching is good, but more importantly, the weekend exempli-
fies Christians laying down their lives for their brothers and sisters. This is what had the greatest impact on all of us candi-
dates. As the Church, the community of God's holy people, we are to live in loving covenant relationships that image the 
gospel to the world.” 
 

Peggy Guyett – Oakhurst wrote: “I really did not know what to expect out of the weekend. However, the experience sur-
passed any expectations I would have had, I’m sure.  From the very first evening, until our closing on Sunday and our little 
Oakhurst gathering after that, was an experience, like none, I have had before.  The joy, the love, the spiritual uplifting, the 
new friends, and I cannot fail to mention all the evident time, effort and giving of yourselves, the team, certainly created a 
most joyful and memorable weekend for we Candidates.” 

The Anglican 4th Day (A4D) movement is an initiative of the Anglican Church in North America and 
the Diocese of San Joaquin and is dedicated to bring people to Christ, encourage Christian fellow-
ship, and nurture godly leaders. It is modeled on the well-known Cursillo movement.  

How it works -Three-day weekend events are an important part of the A4D movement. These are designed to be 
“encounters with Christ”. On the weekends, participants learn how to nurture their spiritual growth and become disciples for 
Christ. To attend a weekend, speak to your clergy or other A4D / Cursillo leaders in your church or contact Annie Curtier at 
amcurtz17@verizon.net for more information.  The cost to you as a candidate for the weekend is a $25.00 application 
processing commitment – your sponsor will take care of the rest. Sponsors mail your candidate’s application and $75.00 
Sponsor Fee to Annie Curtier 1436 W. Kettering St., Lancaster, CA. 93534.  661-433-6889 cell. All Checks can be made out 
to A4D, Secretariat.  APPLICATION DEADLINE , DEC. 1ST, 2014 

http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/
http://www.anglican4thday.com/
mailto:amcurtz17@verizon.net


Page 9 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN 

Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

November 2014 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

