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St. John’s, Stockton is Resurrected as St. Francis of Assisi, Stockton  

On April 4, 2014 the Superior Court in San Joaquin County ruled in favor of the Episcopal Churches (TEC) Motion for 
Summary Judgment, effectively stating that no trial would take place for control of the Corporation of St. John’s or her 
property. This was a very disappointing decision to the clergy and people of St. John’s and the diocese.  However, as we’ve 
noted all along, the decision to step away from the Episcopal Church was never about property and always about ministry.  

The wording of the judge’s decision was retroactive, thus making an immediate departure from the premises mandatory.  
Thankfully, we had been in discussions with Grace Methodist Church who graciously opened their doors to us for Worship 
on Palm Sunday. We’ve now worked out a wonderful agreement for worship, meeting, and office space.    

The name chosen for this congregation seems especially fitting, as St. Francis of Assisi left behind all material possessions 
in order to proclaim the gospel. In the same way, the leadership and bishop decided not to continue defending ourselves 
in court in order to best serve our Lord.  

The opportunities for ministry are vast in their new location.  No longer as concerned with the physical limitations placed 
upon them by an aging building, St. Francis is exploring ways to continue ministering to the homeless living under the 
freeway overpasses, ministering to the elderly in the care homes, ministering with the arts community, and mostly 
ministering to the people of Stockton by sharing the Word of God and faithfully administering the Sacraments.  

Transitions  

Congratulations to Airman First Class Matthew Thomason, son of Fr. Derek & Elizabeth Thomason, who graduated 
with distinction from the U.S. Air Force Cyber Systems Command Course.  

Congratulations to Dcn. Noah Lawson who has been hired by Nashotah House Seminary as their minister of giving.  
Dcn. Lawson will be tasked with raising funds to continue raising up and forming ministers for the church in the tradition 
of the Oxford Movement.  

Congratulations to St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Church whose founding day was Palm Sunday.  Their contact infor-
mation is:  

St. Francis of Assisi 1625 N. 

Lincoln Street Stockton, CA 

95204 209-565-0648 

www.stocktonanglican.org   

Congratulations to St. John’s, Petaluma on the recent purchase of new property. They have been meeting in a Community 
Center for the last few years and this property will provide them a more stable platform for ministry!  Pray that the 
permitting and escrow process go smoothly!  

(Continued on page 3)  
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Clergy Conference 2014  

Some fifty-plus clergy and others from the Diocese of San Joaquin gathered up at ECCO April 28-30 to fellowship, worship, 
and study together. The theme of this year’s conference was Developing a Culture of Discipleship: Using the New Catechism 
to Advance the Kingdom of God.  The Conference was led by The Rev. Dr. Jack Gabig, professor of Practical Theology at 
Nashotah House Seminary and chair of the Provincial Task Force on the Catechism.  Bishop Clark Lowenfield of the 
Diocese of the Western Gulf Coast also joined us as a participant and preacher at the closing Eucharist.  

What a blessing to be together and to share practical ideas and strategies for making disciples! (see separate article on page 5)  

Mass of Chrism 2014  

The Clergy of the diocese gathered on April 10th in the Chapel of the Holy Innocence for the Annual Mass of Chrism which is 
a special time to worship together, renew ordinal vows and receive newly blessed oils of Chrism, Catechism and Healing. 
Following the Mass of Chrism the Clergy gathered for a luncheon with Bishop Menees and a time to catch up on the news 
and events of the diocese.  

 

 



 

Honoring the Ministry of Archbishop Duncan  

The Provincial Dean and Canadian Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Don Harvey, writes to 
the Anglican Church in North America with an invitation to join in a special gift 
to our Church in honor of Archbishop Robert W. Duncan.   

A letter from Provincial Dean & Canadian Bishop, Don Harvey.  

Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters of the Anglican Church in North America,  

I write to you on behalf of my brethren in the College of Bishops of the Anglican Church 
in North America to invite you to join in a special gift to our Church in honor of our 
beloved Archbishop and Primate, Robert W. Duncan.  

From where I sit as Provincial Dean, I have witnessed the Lord working powerfully 
through the ministry of this extraordinary servant of our Lord Jesus Christ. Many, both 
here in North America and beyond our borders, realize that we would not be where we 
are today without the faith, sacrifice, leadership, and vision of His Grace.  

The Church, for generations to come, will remain deeply indebted to this man and we want to give thanks to God through a gift 

from all of us - not to him personally, but to the work of the Province to which he has been so devoted.  

Just consider what the Lord has done in our first five years together under His Grace’s leadership. Among his many 
contributions, four are especially noteworthy:  

~ A miraculous bringing together of our churches and dioceses into a new Province.  

~ A prophetic call to start new churches throughout our Province. The conversation has been changed from survival to growing 
the Kingdom of God through church planting and evangelism.  

~ An opportunity to have a common liturgy available for use within our new Province. This huge undertaking has been started in 

our provisional Texts for Common Prayer that will lead to our new Book of Common Prayer.  

~ A goal to have a new Anglican Catechism for our Province. The magnificent work of “To Be a Christian: An Anglican 
Catechism” will be available for purchase later this spring to be used for the purpose of discipleship in our congregations.  

Please consider partnering with us to honor the tireless work of Archbishop Duncan by making a generous gift to our Province. 

Every gift - large and small - will help toward establishing a firm financial foundation to continue the good work begun by our 

Lord.  

Know that all gifts received from this special appeal will go towards the Province’s work in our next chapter of life together. 

Furthermore, in deep appreciation and as a “thank you” from the Province, all donors will be recognized in the fall edition of 

The Apostle, and donors who give $250 and above will receive an advanced copy of “To Be a Christian: An Anglican 

Catechism” signed by Archbishop Duncan.  

Archbishop Duncan’s generosity continues as we look to the Lord to raise up our next Archbishop for the Anglican Church in 
North America.  

Faithfully,  

 

CLICK HERE TO DONATE NOW.  

 

http://www.anglicanchurch.net/?/donate


 

On April 28-30, your diocesan clergy gathered together at ECCO for food, fun, fellowship, and learning at the Spring Clergy Retreat.  
The retreat, attended by almost 50 clergy, was led by Fr. Jack Gabig, Associate Professor of Practical Theology at Nashotah House 
Theological Seminary.  

The main topic of the retreat was “Developing a Culture of Discipleship: Using the New Catechism to Advance the Kingdom of 
God.” Clergy spent three day learning how to use catechesis to foster an environment of faith, prayer, scripture study and 
commitment to Jesus Christ.  

We were reminded by Fr. Gabig that, regardless of where we are in our spiritual journey, we all need to be growing in our relationship 

with Jesus Christ. In other words, catechesis and discipleship is not just for new believers.  We all need it.  

In addition to Fr. Gabig, we were also visited by Bishop Clark Lowenfield, Bishop of the Diocese of the Western Gulf Coast.  

Bishop Lowenfield shared what his plans were for his diocese, and preached a sermon at the Wednesday Holy Eucharist, in which he 

stressed the importance of deepening our faith in Christ, and calling others to a deeper faith as well.  

“I used to criticize the mega-churches because they were a mile wide and an inch deep.  But then I asked myself: is it any better to 
be a foot wide and an inch deep?” said Bishop Lowenfield.  

Bishop Lowenfield reminded us that, no matter what happens with the Diocesan lawsuits, we’ve already won the victory in Jesus 
Christ. Whether we keep our properties or lose them, we should be about the very important task of forming disciples in the culture 

around us.  

Fr. Gabig, who also serves as the chairman of the ACNA Catechesis Task Force, pointed to the new catechism that was released ear-

lier this year as an excellent resource for catechesis.  The new catechism, To Be A Christian, An Anglican Catechism, is now being adopt-

ed by other provinces and is being translated into other languages.  It can be downloaded in electronic form from the ACNA 

website, or a leather-bound version of it can pre-ordered from Amazon.com.  

 

 

 



 

St. James of Sonora & Church of Ascension merged into 

St. Michael & All Angels of Sonora  

We have now completed merging St. James of Sonora 

and Church of Ascension Copperopolis into St. Michael 

& All Angels. These moves were not without some 

problems but overall it has been very successful. There 

were many tears shed by all three churches but also were 

very help full and healing.  

As we went through Palm Sunday and Holy Week we 

either re-introduced or in some cases introduced the 

service of Tenebrae, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 

and The Great Easter Vigil.  

We are now back to our normal schedule of Mass on 

Sunday morning at 9:30 with office hours on Wednes-

day, Thursday and Friday with a Mass at 10 AM on 

Thursday followed by lunch and bible study with is 

based on "The Story" by Randy Frazee.  

Fr. Jim Stout  

 

 

 



 

Mission in Arequipa, Peru  
By The Rev. Marvin Bowers  

My wife Bonnie and I have been going to Arequipa, Peru, since 2008.  We are both 
retired and in 2007 were accepted a "Bridgers", short term missionaries, of the Society 
of Anglican Missionaries and Senders (SAMS) I go for three months each year and 
Bonnie joins me for one or two months.  I teach at the Arequipa campus of el 
Seminario Santos Agustín and Bonnie serves as a teaching assistant at el Colegio San 
Lucas, a K-12 Anglican school. On Sunday I celebrate and preach as invited by the local 
clergy.  

 

This year I had the great pleasure of celebrating 

and preaching at the first Eucharist in the new 

chapel for Mission Santa Natividad, Yarabamba, a 

farm town about fifteen miles south of Arequipa. 

The Mission was planted in 2010 by Padre Juan 

Carlos Revilla, the rector of Cristo Redentor, 

Arequipa.  Since then the community has 

worshipped in a community center and in homes. 

Two years ago they obtained a piece of property 

and since then have been doing site preparation 

and raising funds to build a chapel. In 2012 a 

Mission Team from St John's, Petaluma, where I 

assist, joined the community in clearing rocks for 

the construction site. St  
John's Vestry also approved a donation of $1000 to help with construction expenses. The first service was held  

on Saturday evening, April 5.  

I am available to visit congregations to talk about SAMS and about our ministry in Peru. 

(frmarvinbowers@gmail.com)  

 

 

 



 

June 7
th

 Saturday: GRAND ULTREYA 1:00pm  

GATHERING at St. Mary’s Fresno  

Please join us on June 7th Saturday at St. Andrew’s in the Dessert in Lancaster.  Our Secretariat 
Business Meeting will start at 10:00 am.  At 1:00 pm, we will start our GRAND ULTREYA 
GATHERING!!  

“Let us hold firmly to the hope we profess, because we can trust God to keep His promise.  Let us be concerned 
for one another, to help one another show love and to do good.  Let us not give up the habit of meet-
ing together, as some are doing. Instead, let us encourage one another all the more, since you see 
that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.”  

Hebrews 10:23-25  

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND!!  

There will be singing, witnessing & encouragement, sharing of Christ’s love, and much more to cele-
brate.  This is a GRAND EVENT and we hope to see someone from each church of the diocese in 
attendance.    

Just a reminder, team applications are now being accepted for the Next A4D Weekend.  
Please submit by August 1st to work the January 1-4th, 2015 Weekend.  Team meetings will 
start in September. Please visit our website at www.a4dsanjoaquin.com for applications and mail 
them to Annie Curtier 1740 W. Jackman St. Lancaster. 93534.  

Upcoming A4D Events:  

August 1st – 3rd…A4D Leadership & Team Retreat at ECCO Dorms $119/Double $155/Private $233  

January 1-4th, 2015…A4D Weekend at ECCO  

For more information and retreat reservations, please contact  Annie Curtier, Lay Director at 

661-433-6889 or by email at amcurtz17@verizon.net.  

 

http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-3O9EhXc2mWX3hMRzZ1YTk0LWs/edit?pli=1


 

* FOR REGISTRATION FORMS CLICK HERE *  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-3O9EhXc2mWX3hMRzZ1YTk0LWs/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-3O9EhXc2mWX3hMRzZ1YTk0LWs/edit?pli=1


 



 

ACNA ASSEMBLY 2014    

THY KINGDOM COME  
Conversion / Compassion / Courage 

Wednesday, June 25th to Saturday, June 28th  

Quick Facts  

Where: St. Vincent College, Latrobe, PA (Located in the Laurel Highlands,1 hour east of Pittsburgh.)  

When: June 25-28, 2014 Assembly 2014 is an opportunity for Anglicans in North America to gather together for 

teaching, worship, and fellowship during an important time of transition within the life of our province. The Assembly is 

open to all and there is availability for the first 900 registrants. Additionally, there is a parallel teen conference with room 

for up to 200 participants. We invite you to come and celebrate what God is doing in and through our church.  

What to Expect: 

Teaching  

Six plenary sessions will be led by a terrific cast of speakers that includes Eric Metaxas, Gary Haugen, Os Guinness, 

Archbishop Ben & Gloria Kwashi, Andy Crouch, and Amy Orr-Ewing.  

Learn more about the speakers here.  

Worship  

Justyn Terry and Peter Walker will open each day with Morning Prayer and Bible teaching, and the Eucharist will be 

celebrated daily, led by Archbishop Duncan. The evenings will conclude with Evening Prayer and Choral Evensong.  

Learn more about the worship leaders here. 

            (Continued on page 12)  
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 Fellowship  

Breakout Sessions, common meals, and on-campus housing make this a good opportunity to strike new ministry part-

nerships, connect with old friends, or just relax and refresh. June is a beautiful month in the Laurel Highlands region of 

Western Pennsylvania.  

Learn more about the accommodations here.  

Saying 'Thank You'  

This Assembly will conclude Archbishop Duncan's tenure as the first Archbishop of the Anglican Church in North America. 

Friday night's Banquet will be a wonderful time of celebration, and an opportunity to express gratitude for the courageous 

and sacrificial leadership he has modeled.  

Saying 'Hello'  

By the start of the Assembly,The College of Bishops will have elected the next Archbishop to lead our province. Saturday 

morning begins with a time of conversation with the newly elected Archbishop and the closing Eucharist will mark this 

historic transition in leadership.  

Contact:  

Anglican Church in North America

   800 Maplewood Avenue   

Ambridge PA 15003-0447   Phone: 

724-266-9400  
http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/assembly2014  

©2014 Anglican Church in North America. All rights reserved.  

 

 

http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/assembly2014_accomodations
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Bishop’s Note series--  

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send an 

email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.  

 

  


