
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

Date: August 18, 2014 

 

To: The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin 

From: The Rt. Rev. Dr. Eric Vawter Menees 

Re: Final Judgment and Decision to Appeal 

 

Brothers and Sisters of the Diocese, 
 

I write today to inform you that the final paperwork has been 

submitted to Judge Black of the Fresno County Superior Court 

in the case known as the Diocese of San Joaquin v. Schofield. We 

expect a final judgment will be issued within a few days. Judge 

Black ruled in favor of The Episcopal Church (TEC) based, I 

believe, on deference to TEC as a hierarchical church rather 

than the neutral principles of law analysis required by our State 

Supreme Court. Judge Black's decision awards all of the prop-

erty to TEC. In sum, TEC has been handed more than $40 

million of property although it has paid nothing for the proper-

ties' acquisition, upkeep, and maintenance over the past 50 

years. 
 

After a great deal of prayer, discussions throughout the dio-

cese, and consultation with bishops across the province I 

HAVE DECIDED TO APPEAL THIS DECISION to the 

Fifth District Court of Appeals, which already reversed this 

case once in our favor in 2009. 
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September 5-6—Bishop @        
St. Francis, Stockton,                
Visioning Retreat 

September 7—Bishop @                
St. Andrew’s, Mariposa 

September 9—Rural Dean’s 
Meeting 

September 14—Bishop @              
Christ Church, Oakhurst 

September 16—Nominations due 
to Nominations Committee 

September 20—Diocesan Council 
Meeting @ Diocesan House 

September 21—Bishop @              
Good Shepherd, Reedley 

September 22-23—Bishop @  
Pastor’s Prayer Summit, ECCO 

September 24-26—Bishop @ 
Task Force on Holy Orders  
Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA 

September 27—Bishop @         
St. Luke’s, Merced 

October 1—Bishop @               
St. Timothy’s , Bishop for         
Fr. Tony’s Retirement Event (Continued on page 2) 
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Negotiations 
 

My decision follows a meeting with Bishop Rice, the provisional bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin, 

and his lawyer on May 22nd in the Chapel of the Holy Innocents at St. James Cathedral. At that meeting I sought, 

once again, a negotiated settlement which would have allowed us to keep our church properties as a platform for 

ministry. Bishop Rice conferred with Presiding Bishop Schori who responded quite clearly: No negotiations for the 

property and no sale to Anglican Churches. 
 

This was not the first time we attempted to negotiate. We have repeatedly sought a negotiated settlement and the 

response has been the same every time - "We'll negotiate on the time for you to leave and possible rental back, but 

nothing else." 

 

History 
 

Since its founding in 1961, the Diocese of San Joaquin has identified herself as an orthodox Anglo-Catholic diocese. 

This has been evident in our adherence to the Word of God and the traditional faith as received throughout the ages. 

This has meant that over the years we have disagreed with the new teachings of TEC's leadership regarding the doc-

trine of salvation, the role and authority of the scriptures, and the sanctity of life, among other serious moral and the-

ological issues.  The Diocese of San Joaquin saw herself firmly in TEC and sought to work using the democratic pro-

cess to effect change, trusting that TEC would not require the Diocese to accept, or act upon, anything that we felt 

we could not in good conscience adhere to and which was not in good catholic order and belief.  Sadly that proved 

not to be the case. 
 

Upon the election of Bishop Schori as Presiding Bishop, there was widespread concern across the Diocese because 

her preaching and teaching strayed from the faith once delivered. 
 

Still desiring to stay within TEC, we applied for alternative primatial oversight. Bishop Schori agreed to such a plan, 

along with all the other leaders of the worldwide Anglican Communion at a 2007 meeting held in Dares Salaam. 

However, when Bishop Schori returned to the USA, TEC's House of Bishops repudiated the plan, which became the 

basis of Bishop Schori's reneging on her agreement with the Primates of the Anglican Communion to allow alterna-

tive primatial oversight. This resulted in making the internationally agreed upon plan unavailable to the Diocese of 

San Joaquin, under TEC. 
 

Feeling that there was no option for us outside of separation, we sought a negotiated settlement allowing the Diocese 

to withdraw from TEC and come under the oversight of the Archbishop of the Southern Cone. Following our gov-

erning documents and the laws of the State of California, our Annual Convention passed measures by an overwhelm-

ing 90% vote to change our spiritual affiliation from TEC to the Province of the Southern Cone with direct prima-

tial oversight from Archbishop Gregory Venables of Argentina. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Those congregations that did not want to stay with the Diocese of San Joaquin under the primatial oversight of 

Archbishop Venables were permitted to disaffiliate from the Diocese and keep all of their property with the blessings 

of the Diocese and Bishop Schofield. Seven congregations chose to leave the Diocese of San Joaquin and form their 

own organization. Not satisfied with keeping their own property, these congregations united with TEC and filed a 

lawsuit in 2008 to seize the property of the 90% majority that voted to stay true to the Diocese's AngloCatholic her-

itage and join the Southern Cone. We have been in litigation to keep our property continuously since 2008. 
 

In January of 2014 the case went to trial and, as noted above, Judge Black ruled in favor of TEC in June. Following 

the example of St. Paul who appealed the decision of the Roman Procurator, Festus(Acts 25), so too I will be making 

an appeal to the Fifth District Court of Appeals. I have directed our legal counsel to pursue the appeal. The appro-

priate paper work will be filed with the appellate court shortly. It is my hope and prayer that the appellate court will 

review the case using a neutral principals of law analysis which will demonstrate that in leaving TEC we followed all 

of their canons and all of the laws of the State of California. 

 

Request for Prayer & Support 
 

I bid the Diocese of San Joaquin to join me in prayer. Prayer for Bishop Rice and the Episcopal Church that they 

may turn from continued prosecution of the Diocese of San Joaquin for our refusal to accept their change in doc-

trine. Prayer that they will come to the table for real and meaningful negotiations and take the dispute out of the 

hands of the civil courts. Prayer for me as your bishop, that God will grant me the wisdom and discernment that will 

most assuredly be needed in the coming weeks and months.  Most importantly join me in the prayer of Jesus, “…not 

my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42) 
 

I also bid that you prayerfully consider financially supporting our appeal with a gift to the legal defense fund. 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The 

Lord lift up his countenance upon you and grant you peace! (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

Faithfully, 
 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Eric Vawter Menees 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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THE GOSPEL UNDER ASSAULT 

Not everything claiming to be benign actually is… 

This week, I’d like to share about two areas where the Gospel is particularly 
under assault. 

The first is in the Church. There is nowhere in the Church where there is more 
vulnerability for the Gospel to be undermined than in the Anglican Commun-
ion. Certainly, there are other churches and denominations where the historic 
faith has been more fully and formally abandoned by the official decisions of 
institutional leadership, but the current vulnerability in the Anglican Commun-
ion is that the historic faith and Gospel commitment which has driven mission-
ary zeal and Biblical fidelity for centuries is being de-emphasized in order to 
“get along.” 

Right now, there are countless initiatives at the institutional level to attempt to 
convince people that the “cut-glass crystal punch bowl” is so beautiful that 
when it is polished, preserved, and appreciated the recipe of the punch it con-
tains is unimportant. The challenge, however, is how much adulteration to the 
punch is acceptable. I addressed the House of Bishops in one of our Anglican 
Provinces and pointed out that the soup that was being made (to switch meta-
phors) has lovely carrots, beautiful potatoes, succulent chicken, and tasty broth. “How much manure can be added to 
the soup before you no longer can consume it and stay healthy?” I asked them. Not surprisingly, they did not want to 
have any manure added to the soup, and yet, quite a number of them were participating in conferences sponsored by 
liberal entities that completely undermined the Gospel, replacing it with institutional focus and uncritical acceptance of 
sin.   

While I was tremendously excited at the selection of Justin Welby as the Archbishop of Canterbury, and had hoped 
and prayed for his selection believing that he was the best of the available candidates, I have been concerned at what 
appears to be a perspective that everything can be reconciled with everything else. While most relational disruptions can 
be reconciled, theological positions are another matter. It is impossible, for example, for the position “Jesus is Lord of 
all” to be reconciled with “Jesus is not Lord of all.” While theological disagreements may not seem to be that stark, it is 
precisely that revelation that is at stake in the Anglican Communion. The Lordship of Jesus Christ as revealed in Scrip-
ture, and how He viewed Scriptural authority is very much in play. 

While it is admirable to have loving welcomes for all people, everyone needs to be welcomed to come into a relation-
ship with the Savior. The current plan by senior leaders in the Church of England to bless relationships of same-sex 
sexual intimacy may seem to be a wonderful welcome so that people can then later be won to Christ, but what is the 
character of the Christ that is being presented? When Jesus validated Scriptural authority (every jot and tittle), He cer-
tainly could have accepted some things of moral law had He chosen to do so, but He did not. He certainly dismantled 
tenets of the ceremonial law. He could have made changes to moral law as well. Instead, He called us to a higher 
standard. Same-sex sexual intimacy is proscribed by Scripture because it is incompatible with Godly living. The spiritu-
al and physical health consequences are terrible. Sadly, virtually everyone overlooks the truth that there are Biblically 
proscribed behaviors that have devastating consequences to people’s bodies—as well as to their souls and spirits.  
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I heard with my own ears Archbishop Welby describe the plan to allow for 
blessing of some same-sex relationships while “holding the line against same-
sex marriage.” That is no comfort. In a marriage, the Church does not 
“marry” the people. The people marry each other. In fact, the bride and 
groom are the ministers of the sacrament. The role of the priest is to evaluate 
the circumstances of the union and if it conforms to the teaching of the 
church, pronounce blessing over the union. Pronouncing a blessing over that 
which God does not bless is no blessing at all. It is a fantasy that leaves peo-
ple on a dangerous path spiritually and even physically. The Archbishop is in 
many, many, respects a wonderful man. On this point, I believe he is tragical-
ly wrong. 

What we need to do is recapture the majesty of the Gospel. Rightly lived and 
proclaimed, it should offer a lavish welcome to sinners, because that’s what 
we all are. The Gospel then embraces us for Christ’s sake so magnificently 
that we are fundamentally changed. We actually get a new nature and begin to 
be able to become like Him who saves us. We are not “stuck” with the way 
we were. Our new horizons are the horizons of Jesus. What is possible for us 
is what He deems possible. It is to His values and horizons that He draws us. 
Granted we have far to go, but we cannot proceed while shackled in a false, 
ungodly belief that thinks we get to choose which part of our lives to submit 
to Christ. The fallacy that we get to decide what is good and what is evil is 
not only the same mistake that wrecked things in the Garden, it still burdens 

lives and robs freedom, leaving people stuck in “less than” lives. We should love them better. The dialogue that is being 
promoted and advanced among Anglicans is not an honest one. The “Continuing Indaba” project is an utterly corrupt 
process of manipulation designed only to advance the liberal agenda. That kind of conversation can never bear godly 
fruit. We need a different kind of conver-
sation where the Gospel can be plainly, 
lovingly, and powerfully demonstrated and 
then spoken about. Only then can there 
be resolution. 

The second great vulnerability is in 
our lack of engagement with Islam.  

Wake up and smell the sulphur… 

Look at this recent map of the holdings of 
ISIS (also known as ISIL).  

The “Islamic State” group(s) want to es-
tablish a stateless caliphate in which Sharia 

Law rules. Qānūn-e Islāmī (  قانون

(,  اسالمی Islamic law, means “the moral 
code,” but it would be better understood 
to be an Islamic worldview imposed eve-

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby 

(Continued on page 6) 
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rywhere. Remember that “Islam” means “submission.” That is the heart difference between Islam and the Christian 
faith. When we come to Christ, He sets us free. In Islam, the law is imposed upon us. The militants who are advancing 
militarily believe that states need to be toppled and people need to: 

(1) convert to Islam, 

(2) pay dhimmi-unbeliever’s tax (which is crushing second class citizenship), 

(3) Flee, or 

(4) die. 

That is what they are imposing on the Yazidi and Christians in the Mosul area, and will, everywhere they get the chance. 

The gravity and strategic significance 
of the map above is revealed when 
one overlays the road system of Iraq 
on it. Notice how virtually every road 
is dominated by ISIS troops. These 
are not just the major roads, in most 
cases they are the only roads. That 
means that they can completely con-
trol the area if they can control the 
ground transportation, especially in 
the absence of US air power. 

Apart from the Ramadi-Rutba Road, 
all of northern Iraq is under ISIS con-
trol, save Kurdistan. A tiny number of 
troops are utterly controlling vast are-
as of territory, and inflicting horrible 
violence on the population. This abso-
lutely requires a strategic response. 
Not only must we respond in this lo-
cation, we need to engage with Islam in other areas as well.  

Not too long ago, I had the opportunity to meet with one of the very top Islamic leaders in another nation. He was quite 
engaging and our conversation had a lot of favor on it. Things went so well, that we decided to proceed from our meet-
ing to lunch. Much to the amazement of the “aides” who were along, I took the opportunity to respond to what I be-
lieved to be an inner prompting of the Holy Spirit (please note, I am not advocating adopting this as a wholesale strategy 
for Islamic engagement. I believe, though, that it was the right thing for this time.) 

I was not sure where things would lead when I said to him, “Most of the time, all our interfaith conversations are limited 
to topics around which we can find agreement. Things like weather and superficial topics. Would you like to invest our 
lunch-time conversation in identifying the areas about which we completely disagree?” 

He replied, “Yes,” that it would be an “interesting conversation.” 
(Continued on page 7) 
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We went on to discuss the central difference of the understanding of who Jesus is. He came from the perspective of Je-
sus being a holy prophet. I came from the orthodox position that He is God and man—two natures in one person––
fully God and fully man. The conversation was lively and quite animated, but very congenial. Neither was really expect-
ing to change the mind of the other. Eventually the conversation took an interesting turn. To this point we had commu-
nicated well with good will. Even though there was disagreement, we were developing friendship. We had talked about 
the extremists with whom he had to deal, and I was able to speak sincerely about some Christians who say and do things 
that are not helpful. With the relational equity that was developing, we were able to even talk about atonement—the 
concept of how we who are separated from God by sin can be “at-one” with Him. 

I have found that a wonderful way to engage in cross-cultural conversation is to ask a question, but it must be one genu-
inely framed. I said, “Could I ask something about atonement – how we become one with God—or you may say ‘closer 
to God?” 

He replied, “Yes, of course.” 

I asked, “For Christians, we become one with God through the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. In keeping with the sacri-
ficial system of the Pentateuch (which Muslims accept to be authoritative), Jesus Christ, Who is both God and sinless 
man, freely offered Himself as a sacrifice fulfilling the demands of the Old Testament sacrificial system, pouring his life-
blood into our curse of separation and death so that we can be restored to intimacy with God the Father from whom we 
have been estranged. Isn’t there a parallel with radical Muslims who believe that they must shed their own blood in order 
to inherit Paradise? Aren’t they relying on shed blood, too?” 

“Yes,” he said, “Though many of us would not agree with them. Some, perhaps many, are doing that.” 

“Would that blood sacrifice be sufficient to bring a person into intimacy with God as Father?” I asked. 

“We would not think in those terms—Paradise for us is different from that,” he replied. 

“What if God Himself were to shed His own blood? What could that win? What could that produce?” I asked. 

“I will have to think on that,” he said, “Perhaps for another conversation.” 

Please understand, I am NOT suggesting such a line of conversation with Muslims you might meet. I do think that we 
must engage Muslims with meaningful dialogue. We have been so disappointed with the fruit (or lack of it) from dia-
logue in our own tribe, we may well be hesitant to engage in it with Muslims. We must rethink that. At least some of us 
need to become equipped to have those conversations. All of us need to be mobilized to pray as a matter of urgency that 
the Lord will anoint substantive conversations. I firmly believe that when the Gospel is given a level playing field in con-
versation and life experience, it will win the day. 

Archbishop Foley Beach of the Anglican Church in North America has called us to pray diligently for the situation in 
Iraq and Syria and other places where Christians are under assault from radical Islam. To fail to do so will be devastating 
for the Christians who live in those regions. It will also be at our own peril. If not stopped now, it will march until it is 
next door. Now, in addition to looking for the right places for conversation with Muslims, I pray for my new friend. I 
also pray that the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ will visit him in his dreams and experiences. I can hardly wait 
until we get to speak again. 

  
The Rt. Rev. Bill Atwood is an American Anglican Council contributing author and Bishop of the Anglican Church in North America’s 
International Diocese.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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We must not be silent  
“As Christians in the West, it is appalling how most 

of our government leaders and the secular press have 

been silent. It is a genocide and humanitarian crisis 

of the likes we have not seen since World War II.” 

Archbishop Foley Beach has issued an appeal for prayer and action on 

behalf of Christians under immediate threat in places like Iraq and 

Syria.  Please read his appeal in its entirety below. 

 

Greetings in the Name our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! May God grant you the abundance of His Grace as you 

follow Him day by day! 

If you have been paying attention to what is happening in the Middle East in recent months, you will note that those 

who are Christians are being brutally murdered, women and girls raped and forced into marriage, experiencing all 

kinds of torture, and hundreds of thousands have been forced out of their homes and countries. We are seeing com-

munities who date to the 1st Century with their Christian presence being totally annihilated and killed. Historic 

churches, holy sites, and tombs are being completely destroyed - all in the name of Allah. 

In Syria many of our brothers and sisters are engulfed by an ongoing humanitarian crisis. Areas of Aleppo that are 

home to around 400,000 Christians have been besieged and surrounded by the rebels for months. Many Christians 

have become malnourished owing to shortages and skyrocketing prices of food and other essentials. Access to wa-

ter, electricity and communications is very limited. Hundreds of thousands of other Syrians have fled to Jordan 

where they are living in poverty and confined in tent cities and cardboard homes. 

In Iraq hundreds of thousands of believers have fled their homes, reducing the Christian population to a quarter of 

the size it was in 1990. Many took refuge in Syria or Lebanon, while others are internally displaced in the autono-

mous region of Iraqi Kurdistan, which once provided relative peace and stability. But Iraqi Christian refugees are no 

longer safe in Syria, as anti-Christian violence threatens all Christians in the country, while Iraqi Kurdistan is now 

also seeing escalating tensions; Christians also struggle to find work to support themselves there. Recent events in 

Mosul have seen the city’s Christian population totally exterminated by murder or the evacuation of Christians. Pic-

tures of heads of Christians hanging from telephone wires, crucifixions, and other acts of brutality are heart-

wrenching. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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This brutality is being led by a group called the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS). Their goal is to reinstate 

the Islamic caliphate and rule the whole of the Middle East and eventually the world by Sharia Law. Their tactics are 

pure evil, and they will stop at nothing to accomplish their purposes. 

I am writing asking you to do several things. As Christians in the West, it is appalling how most of our government 

leaders and the secular press have been silent. It is a genocide and humanitarian crisis of the likes we have not seen 

since WWII. We must not be silent! 

1) Would you join me in prayer for our sisters and brothers? Would you in your personal prayers and in the Prayers of 

the People pray for those being persecuted, those doing the persecuting, and for a solution? Would you pour out your 

heart in prayer and fasting before God on their behalf? See prayers below. 

2) Would you call or write your government representatives and ask them to do something to help the situation? They 

will not attempt to help if they don’t think you care. Right now, they don’t think you care. 

3) The following ministries are engaged in helping refugees. Please offer them your prayers and support. 

  Barnabas Fund—“The mission of the Barnabas Fund is to support Christians where they are in a minority 

 and suffer discrimination, oppression and persecution as a consequence of their faith.” 

  Voice of Ishmael (via Commission to Every Nation)—Bringing hope that changes communities in the Middle 

 East and North Africa. 

  Christ Church Jerusalem - Ministering to Refuges of the Crisis. Please write “Iraqi refugees” in the memo line. 

 

Please join me in interceding on behalf of our Christian sisters and brothers. 

Your brother at the Foot of the Cross, 

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach 

Archbishop and Primate 

Anglican Church in North America 

Heavenly Father, we bring before you today the people of Syria and 

Iraq, asking you to be their defender and help in their time of need.  

Walk with them in their suffering and loss, and give them strength to 

face the days ahead.  We pray for release of the captives and free-

dom for those held hostage.  We pray for your intervention against 

the violence and evil against your people.  We pray for your provi-

sion for the hungry, the homeless, and the bereaved.  We pray for 

you to help your people who are called by your Name, Jesus’ Name, 

and it is in His Name we ask these things.  Amen. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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This summer the diocese offered three summer camps at Camp San Joaquin. 

These included high school camp, junior high camp and elementary camp. 

These camps made a big impact in the lives of both our students and staff this 

year. Overall our camps had a healthy increase in participation from last year. 

This is exciting news. We were able to reinforce the gospel message for those 

students already attending one of our churches. What’s even more exciting is 

that we were able to reach students who have not yet connected with one of our 

churches. At camp, our students make strong friendships with fellow believers 

throughout the diocese. This year they also invited new friends from outside the church to join in. Some of our in-

creases also came from the development of new lay leadership in the diocese. Having new leaders who are gospel 

grounded and passionate is indeed a blessing. What made all of this possible was the spiritual and financial support 

from churches throughout the diocese. You have all been incredibly generous with us. Thank you for your continued 

support for youth ministry in the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin. 

Summer Camps 

Fr. Paul Gibbons 
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Submitted by 
Fr. Jim Snell 
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   9am—3pm  
Saturday, November 15, 2014  

 

For Sale:   
Handmade crafts, gifts, home-baked goodies,  

gift baskets, seasonal wreaths, and much more  
 

Lunch available in our cafe 
$10  

homemade soup, sandwich, cookie, chips, & beverage 
 

For more information call (559) 255-4883  

St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church 
6175 E King's Canyon Road 

 
 

tel:%28559%29%20255-4883


The Anglican 4th Day community recently met at ECCO for their annual leadership retreat on August 1st through the 3rd. We 
were blessed to have 17 of us participate from all over the diocese… from Lancaster, Tehachapi, Ridgecrest, Merced, Visalia, 
Oakhurst, Fresno, and Bakersfield.  This year’s study was titled “Walking in His Light” which will be the A4D #5 Weekend 
Theme (January 1-4th, 2015 at ECCO) and was led by Ron Christolear from Trinity Bakersfield. Ron did a fantastic job in our 
teaching and led some wonderful conversations with the group.  
 
The retreat was kicked off by the warm hospitality and welcome of Christ Church Oakhurst when we met at the church for an 
Ultreya and Grand Gathering the first evening. We rejoiced in song, sharing, and worshiping and finished with Compline for the 
evening before heading back to the center. The folks at Christ Church really made us feel welcomed and we loved all the fellow-
ship and sharing. We especially thank Fr. Gordon for his warm heart that was shared with the community and for all those from 
Christ Church who participated and made us feel so welcomed.  
 
We woke up Saturday to Morning Prayer as the sun was rising and enjoyed ECCO’s outdoor chapel.  Morning Prayer was led by 
Frank Reed of St. Lukes, Merced. We enjoyed more study and prayer and ended the afternoon in Afternoon Prayer led by Dennis 
Mann of St. Judes, Tehachapi. The evening concluded with songs, more study, and the Evening Compline led by Sandy Roper of 
Trinity Church, Bakersfield.  Sunday morning was highlighted once again by joining Christ Church congregation for their Sunday 
Eucharist Service. All and all it was a wonderful retreat of renewal and rest God blessed us every moment of the weekend with 
the Light of Christ in my brothers and sisters who attended.  

MEET THE CORE TEAM OF ANGLICAN 4TH DAY, #5 “WALKING IN HIS LIGHT” 

Rectora : Sandy Rober - Trinity, Bakersfield 
Rector :   Frank Reed - St. Lukes, Merced 
Asst. Rector:  Ron Christolear - Trinity, Bakersfield 
Head Cha Cha:  Annie Curtier - St. Andrew's Lancaster 
Asst. Head Cha Cha:  Pat Smith - St. Judes, Tehachapi 
Spiritual Advisor : Fr. Townsend Waddill -  
              Christ The King, Ridgecrest 

Upcoming Dates: 
September 6: Team Meeting at 10am at Trinity 
    Church, Bakersfield 
October 4:  Team Meeting at 10am at St. Paul’s, Visalia 
November 8: Team Meeting at 10am at St. Mary’s, Fresno 
December 6: Team Meeting at 10am at St. Judes,      
     Tehachapi 
 

For more information about being on team or sponsoring 
a candidate, please contact Annie Curtier at 661-433-6889 
or download from the website (www.a4dsanjoaquin.com) 
an application and mail ASAP to 1326 W. Kettering Lan-
caster CA 93534. If you’re interested in hosting an Ultreya or Gathering at you congregation, please contact me as well.  

In his service, Anna Curtier, Lay Director 
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Revive  
An Anglican Congregation at Fresno State 

 

It was 9am, and the otter pops refused to miraculously freeze in the ice water. Which is disastrous, 
since the only thing which hides the terrible flavor of an otter pop is a good freeze. David and I 
were passing them out the precious few frozen ones to the eager students on a hot first day of 
school, while getting each student to fill out surveys which we will use to help gauge their interest 
in community projects and Christian discipleship. But we couldn't keep up with the demand! The 
otter pops had failed us! What were we going to do?! 

Taaaa-daaaa!! Mom to the rescue. She brought many tasty frozen reinforcements, yet within one 
hour we had given those away. Taaaa-daaaa #2!! Esteban goes to get more. In two hours, these 
were also consumed. This time Anthony to the rescue. By 2pm, we had collected 200 surveys and 
given out over 200 Popsicles. 

The day was a decided success, which thrilled me because I was doubtful that anyone would even want Popsicles (silly me!). But even more 
thrilling, I was worried that I would be alone at the table, which was never the case! My faithful friends and helpers took shifts helping me 
meet students. And what wonderful people those students were! I am excited to follow up with them in the next few weeks. All thanks be to 
God, who cares so well for his sons and daughters.  

How beautiful are the feet of  those who bring Good News. 

My Heartfelt 

Thanks 
I will never forget the way 

your time, ideas, prayers, 

and dollars have contribut-

ed to bringing about this 

day. May you all be blessed 

for the blessing you have 

been to me!  

Coming UP 
We will be following up with the students, faculty, and staff in 

the next week, and moving forward with discipleship and commu-

nity events. Please pray for us and the Fresno State community 

members we will be getting to know.  

I am also trying to get into a very impacted anatomy class. 

Please pray for a miracle!  
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Diocesan Convention 
October 31—November 1, 2014 

St. James’ Cathedral 
Fresno 

 

Proposed Constitutional Changes must be submitted no later than August 1, 2014 to 

The Rev. Cn. James Snell 
5073 N. Palm Ave., Fresno, CA 93704 
fr.jim@sjoaquin.net 
 
Proposed Canonical Changes must be submitted no later than September 1, 2014 to 

The Rev. Can. James Snell 
5073 N. Palm Ave., Fresno, CA 93704 
fr.jim@sjoaquin.net 
 
Resolutions must be submitted no later than September 1, 2014 to 

Committee on Resolutions 
The Rev. Michael Sclafani 
6175 E. Kings Canyon Rd., Fresno, CA 93737 
rector@stmarysfresno.com 
 
Nominations must be submitted no later than September 16, 2014 to 

Committee on Nominations 
The Rev. Richard James 
120 N. Hall St., Visalia, CA 93291 
spvisalia@sjoaquin.net 
 
Delegate changes must be mailed to the Diocesan Office 

Attention Convention 
4159 E. Dakota Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93726-5297 
 
 
Meal Request Forms for the Diocesan Convention have been mailed to each church.  Meal Request Forms are due 
no later than Friday, October 3, 2014.  Forms must be mailed to the office so please allow time for mail delivery.   
Reservations cannot be made by phone, fax, or email, though you can use the online form that will be posted on the 
website.  Reservations will not be considered as being made unless and until payment is also received.  

Past D
ue! 

Past D
ue! 

Past D
ue! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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To Be Elected at the Diocesan Convention 

 
Standing Committee Class of 2018:  1 Clergy and 1 Layperson 

ECCO Commission Class of 2017:  1 Clergy or 1 Layperson 

*Diocesan Education Trust Class of 2017:  1 Clergy or 1 Layperson 

*San Joaquin Anglican Foundation Class of 2017: 1 Clergy or 1 Layperson 

Ecclesiastical Court Class of 2018:  1 Clergy 

Ecclesiastical Court Class of 2017:  1 Layperson 

 

To Be Elected at the Pre-Convention Meetings 
 

Diocesan Council Deanery Representatives 

Class of 2017—Sequoia—1 Layperson 

Class of 2017—Sierra—1 Layperson 

Class of 2017—Fresno—1 Clergy 

Class of 2017—Yosemite—1 Clergy 

 
Mission Board Representatives 

Class of 2017—Sierra—1 Layperson 

Class of 2016—Delta—1 Layperson to finish remaining two years 

Class of 2017—Fresno—1 Clergy 

 
 
 
Nomination forms have been mailed to each church. 
 
 
 
 
*Committee is currently on hiatus due to the funds being frozen.  In the eventuality of  our win, the committee will once 
again become active. 

Nominations Due 

September 16! 
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

September 2014 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

