
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 
 

The theme of this year’s Diocesan Convention is MARRIAGE. 
This summer the Gift and Sacrament of Marriage have been 
much on our hearts and minds following the Supreme Court De-
cision.  The list of benefits of a traditional biblical marriage are 
far too numerous to write out – in fact husbands and wives 
spend a lifetime living them more than enumerating them.  How-
ever, in this edition of the San Joaquin Anglican I’d like to focus 
on the order and structure that God gives to the family through 
his Word. 
 
Not long ago I was reading up on the doctrine of marriage and 
ran across this list of five ways in which God put order and 
structure in a marriage.  Remembering that God created us, male 
and female, in His image and equal in value in His sight.  In cre-
ating man and woman God created order by making Adam, the 
husband, the leader and head.  This is evidenced in five ways as 
laid out by Pastor Mark Driscoll in his book Doctrine.  
 
1. God calls the race “man” (Gen. 1:26) and “mankind.” (Gen. 

5:2) 

2. By naming Eve, as he did the animals, Adam was exercising 
authority over her. (Gen. 2:32)  

3. Although the woman sinned first, God came calling for the 
man (Gen. 3:8-9) and held him responsible because he failed 
to lovingly lead and protect his family from Satan and sin. 
Sadly, Adam sat idly by and did nothing while his wife was 
being deceived. (2 Cor. 11:3 & 1 Tim. 2:14)  

4. It is Adam’s sin that is imputed to the human race because he 
is our head, and that sin can only be removed by Jesus, who 
is called “the last Adam.” (Rom. 5:12-21 & 1 Cor. 15:45)  
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September 30-October 2—Bishop @ 
Task Force on Holy Orders, Dallas 

October 2-4—Clergy Wives Retreat 

October 4—Bishop @ St. Francis of 
Assisi, Stockton 

October 11—Bishop @ St. Mary’s, 
Fresno 

October 13—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

October 16—One Week Prior to 
Convention 

October 17—Diocesan Council 
Meeting 

October 18—Bishop @ St. Luke’s, 
Bakersfield 

October 22—Diocesan Office De-
voted Solely to Convention Prepara-
tion 

October 23-24—Diocesan Conven-
tion 

October 26-27—Diocesan Office 
Closed 

November 1—Bishop @ All Saints, 
Bakersfield 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/


5. Echoing the creation account of our first parents, the Bible repeatedly declares that husbands are to lovingly lead 
their homes as Christ like heads and wives are to submit to their husbands. (Eph. 5:21-33, Col. 3:18, 1 Tim 2:11-15)  

 
I would argue that we are in the place where we are today – with the disintegration of the family, the re-definition of 
marriage and the huge toll that those have taken on society – is a result of our not living into the godly Order that God 
has placed upon marriage and the family.  
 
This month at convention we will explore these and several other aspects of marriage and the family and look toward a 
hopeful future of recapturing what God has laid out in his Word!  
 
Bishop Menees 
 
 

Did You Know? 

 That Jaycee Lucero-Arts from Christ the King, Ridgecrest, is a short term missionary in Chile living with long term 
missionaries – the Smiths? (See update on starting on page 12) 

 The Fr. Jim Stout retired as Vicar of St. Michael & All Angels, Sonora, on September 28th? 

 That Fr. Ryan Bradley has been called to be Rector at St. Luke’s, Merced? 

 That Fr. Noah Lawson has been called to be Vicar at the yoked missions of St. Augustine, Hollister and St. Al-
ban’s, Los Banos?  

 That Fr. Wes Clare was made a full Colonel in the Air National Guard?  
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(Continued from page 1) 

St. Luke's Parish  

welcomes Fr. Ryan Bradley  

from La Habra, California. 



 

October 2015 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 3 

 
 

      St. James’ Cathedral Women’s Retreat  

 

November 6-8, 2015 
 

Cost per person for 2 nights, 5 meals: 
Private: $233  Doubles: $155  Dorms: $119    

 R.V. or Day Use & Meals: $97    
Saturday with Lunch: $25 

 
Click Here to Make Reservations  

 
 

 

Winter Clergy Conference 

November 30 - December 2, 2015 

Retreat begins with registration at 4 p.m.  
followed by dinner at 6 p.m. on Monday 
and closes after Breakfast on Wednesday. 

Cost per person for 2 nights, 5 meals if registered before November 17th: 

Double & Quad: $99   Day Use: $66 

Private rooms are available on a case by case basis at the rate of $189 

 

Any registrations received after November 17th will pay full price. 

Click Here to Make Reservations            

 

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
Sadie@eccoyosemite.org   

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#reservations
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#reservations
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
mailto:sadie@eccoyosemite.org
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“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife,  
and the two shall become one flesh.” 

 
 

Friday - October 23rd 
 

8:30  Registration & Live Scan Opens 
10:00  Convention Eucharist - Bishop Menees Celebrant & Preacher   
11:30   Break 
11:45  Opening Business 
12:10  Nominations Committee 
12:15  Elections   
12:30  Blessing of the Food  
 
12:35  Break for Lunch 
 
1:30  Re-convene  
1:35  First Presentation on Marriage – Bp. Menees 
2:30  Budget Presentation & Vote 
3:00  Second Presentation on Marriage – Bp. Menees 
3:55  New Insurance Requirements 
4:15  Canons & Constitution Workshop 
  Free time for hotel check in 
 
6:30  Hospitality 
7:00  Banquet  
7:30  Third Presentation on Marriage – Free to Love - Jesus & Gina Zamora  

 
 
Saturday – October 24th  
 

8:30  Registration  
9:00  Morning Prayer 
9:30  Vote on Canons Revision 
10:35  Fourth Presentation on Marriage – Bp. Menees 
11:30  Prayer & Commissioning Service 
12:00  Close of Convention 
 

 

To Train, Equip, Support and Encourage Clergy and Lay Leaders  
to Bring People to a Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife,  
and the two shall become one flesh.” 

 
 

Live Scan – At April’s Clergy Conference, the theme was Protecting the Sheep. Coincidentally, the ACNA College of 
Bishops has instituted a requirement that all clergy throughout the Province receive a full background check every five 
years.  
 
In an effort to fulfill the responsibility of protecting the sheep, and to comply with the College of Bishop’s require-
ments in a way that is as simple and inexpensive as possible for our clergy and churches, Bishop Menees is requiring 
that all clergy of the Diocese be Live Scanned. Live Scan is fingerprinting with both the California State Department of 
Justice (DoJ) and FBI background checks, and includes a California Subsequent Arrest notification sent to a confiden-
tial DoJ “mailbox” held confidentially in the Bishop’s Office. Live Scan only has to be done once while you remain a 
part of the Diocese of San Joaquin.  
 
We will have a mobile Live Scan unit at Convention so that those clergy who plan to attend can handily fulfill this re-
quirement, and will send you the form in advance so you can come prepared. The cost to clergy for this service will be 
$35, paid at the time of scanning. From that point, Bishop Menees will circulate to you the specific ACNA question-
naire that is usually included in the Oxford Documents check, and which you will submit to him every five years 
(starting this year). This should amply comply with the College’s requirements.  
 
Any Delegates or guests who are attending Convention in your delegation and who also serve as volunteers or staff in 
your church who either: A) work with Children, B) visit the Homebound or Sick, or C) who regularly work with mon-
ey will also be able take advantage of this service to fulfill their background check requirements. The cost for volun-
teers is $33, and for staff/employees it is $35. 
 
Insurance Requirements Presentation – With the Affordable Care Act, there are many new documentation and 
compliance requirements. It can be very confusing, and long-term there can be serious consequences to your church 
and the Diocese for non-compliance. Fortunately, we will have our Kaiser group insurance representatives, as well as a 
representative from our new supplemental insurance provider AFLAC, at Convention with us this year. During the day 
on Friday they will be available for general questions and/or to assist with signing up for either Kaiser or AFLAC for 
those who are eligible and interested. They will also be giving a short presentation in the Convention hall in order to 
introduce the subject and themselves.  

 
 

To Train, Equip, Support and Encourage Clergy and Lay Leaders  
to Bring People to a Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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The video for Broken Together, a contemporary Chris-
tian song by Casting Crowns, features a married cou-
ple struggling through a lifetime of faults and failings. 
But the song’s message applies to church families, as 
well, according to lead singer Mark Hall.  
 
Instead of trying to appear perfect and put-together 
on Sundays, he says, Christians need to be real with 
one another in an honest, “broken together” commu-
nity.  
 
“In community,” Hall says, “we can tear the plastic off and just be ourselves. We can say, ‘You know what, we don’t 
have it all together at our house, and it’s kind of a mess. But Jesus lives in this mess, and he’s walking with us through 
it.’”  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhxELo-uD3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhxELo-uD3c
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Sister Phoebe Grace (formerly Debbi Gunn) be-
came a new member of the Company of Jesus, an 
Anglican monastic order whose Abbot is Fr. An-
drew Counts of Charleston, West Virginia.  The ser-
vice of first vows was held on September 10 
(Theodore of Tarsus) at St. James' Anglican Cathe-
dral with the Dean, Fr. Carlos Raines, receiving her 
vows on behalf of the Abbot General.  We were 
pleased to have as guests two sisters from a Roman 
Catholic order here in Fresno (Sr. Eugenia Pita, 
mother superior and Sr. Aurora from the order of 
Sisters of the Divine Master).  Also John Brough 
who is a member of the order of Benedictines in 
Bartonville, Illinois was in attendance.  The Cathe-
dral now has one monk and one nun!  We praise 
God for the re-establishment and the spread of the 
ancient order of monks and nuns.  God bless you 
and your ministry, Sister Phoebe Grace.   
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The pictures on this page and the following one were from the Cathedral 
Ministry Faire held on 13th of September and attended by both Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and St. James' parishioners.  One can see some of the 
many ministries of both congregations represented here as we shared in 
breakfast together as well as good music and Tanya Werner's great job of 
telling everyone in both Spanish and English what each ministry team 

does and who they are.  It 
was a great success and 
many teams reported that 
they gathered more mem-
bers for their ministries as 
people became acquainted 
with their goals and found a 
place to serve the Lord Je-
sus.  We thank God for our 
partnership in the Gospel 
and the joy He is giving us 
in reaching out to one an-
other and discovering how 
we can glorify the Lord to-
gether as we each serve 
Him! 
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At St. James’ Cathedral on 
Saturday, September 12, near-
ly 80 Daughters and friends 
showed up for teaching, en-
couragement from Bishop 
Eric, and a great lunch, all 
sponsored by the Bishop's 
Order of the Daughters of 
the Holy Cross at the Cathe-
dral.  Fr. Michael Sclafani 
from St. Mary's, Fresno, and 
Fr. Carlos Raines from St. 
James', Fresno, also contrib-
uted teachings on prayer, 
evangelism, service and 
study.   
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Diocesan Anglican Church Women 

Hosted by ACW of Saint James’ 

Saturday, October 10, 2015 

11:30 ~ 2:00 pm 

Fort Washington Golf & Country Club 
10272 N. Millbrook Ave. 

 Fresno, CA 93730 

Cost: $20.00 per person 

Honored Woman’s Biography, Reservations, & Full Payment must be received by October 1, 2015 

Questions:  Please Call Barbara Brotsis (559) 284-2775 
 

 A day to show the women in our lives our appreciation for everything they do! 

 Delicious Lunch, Dessert, and Beverage served 

 Raffle Prizes 

 ACW—Diocese of San Joaquin brief business meeting will be held and Bishop Eric 
Menees will give a short talk. 

 
(Please detach bottom portion of ticket and return with your check) 

 
 
Attendee Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendee Home Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail:__________________________________________________Phone:_______________________________ 

Salad Options (choose one): Chef’s Salad_____  Grilled Salmon_____  Chicken Caesar_____  Vegetarian_____ 

Amount of Payment:___________ 
 

Make check payable to St. James’ Cathedral, on the memo line please enter ACW-HWL 
Send to:  St. James’ Cathedral, 4147 E. Dakota Ave., Fresno, CA 93726 no later than Friday, October 1, 2015 
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Monday, September 21, 2015, Dieciocho Week! 
Jaycee’s home church is Christ the King Anglican Church, Ridgecrest 
She is with SAMS serving in Chile for 3 months with Russ & Heidi Smith 
 
Hi everyone I am back!  As most of you know, I arrived in Chile a little 
over a week ago! That is so crazy! It has been a fun filled week here! We just 
celebrated Diecicho, which is the number 18 in Spanish. Dieciocho is a ma-
jor Chilean holiday; it is basically a week long Fourth of July, celebrating 
their Independence Day. I have been busy and on the go since Day 1!  
 
Before all of that, my mom and I spent the night at a hotel in Los Angeles, 
paid for by a friend of my Mom's friends! God is good! We got breakfast 
with my cousin; I am glad I got to do that; I really appreciated it! Then I 
had my plane ride, which was honestly pretty cool! Russ, my host dad, made 
getting around the airports easy for me, by telling me what I had to do and 
drawing me diagrams!  
 
Day 1:  When I arrived in Temuco, I was greeted by my host mom Heidi 
and my sisters Jocelyn, Joy, and the baby Joy nannies for. Chile is so beauti-
ful, especially Temuco; it is so green and the scenery is so different from 
what I have seen before! I met one of my Cultural Link People, Anita and 
we bought a Cueca dress for me! Cueca is Chile's National dance; they get 
all dressed up for it and I learned the dance in 2 hours, the night I arrived!  
 
Day 2:  I had Evangelism Explosion (EE) for Kids at the San Mateo Church and it went well! Then, we had a church 
event for Dieciocho with the congregation of the Church and I realized that the language barrier was going to be 
more difficult than expected, but I had fun!  
 
Day 3:  The Smith family and I went to church, then the girls and I went to lunch at the mall. Fun Fact: People try to 
not buy anything on Sundays, so people don't have to work as hard. We spent time at the house, just chilling for the 
rest of the day.  
 
Day 4:  Heidi, her friend Sharon, Joshua, and I went to Renacer for the school's celebration of Dieciocho. We were 
treated as guests of the event, getting served food and having front row seats! It was very special to me! The celebra-
tion was so cute! They did an excellent job! I ended dancing the Cueca with the grandson of the one in charge of the 
school! How crazy and unexpected, but I did it! Next, I had Spanish class that night, it also went well!  
 
Day 5:  I went to the school in Metrenco for their celebration and met the kids in the classroom I will be assisting in 
and I clicked instantly with them! They are adorable, I got invited to breakfast with one of the little girls at her table! 
Then I helped pass out some goods sold at the event; it was a good experience. Then Valentina, a friend, the sisters, 
and I had a little makeup session in the house and went to the mall. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 

Day 6:  I went to the Anglican Deaf School for their event of Dieciocho, having fun games and activities for the kids. 
It was so cool watching the kids communicate all they do; it makes me excited to learn! I was treated as a guest again, 
with a lunch provided for me! They are so generous and kind here! Then Jocelyn, Heidi, and I took the dog to the vet 
and went to the Center of the town to go shopping, this was the same day as the earthquake actually!  
 
Day 7:  Joshua, Heidi, and I participated in the parade that Renacer was involved in! The kids performed in the parade 
as a marching band; they did an excellent job! Then Jocelyn and I left for the weekend to go to Santiago and we met up 
with Joy!  
 
Day 8:  Jocelyn and I went to her friend's house to celebrate Diechocho with them! We had tons of fun with them; I 
am glad I got to meet them!  
 
Day 9:  Joy; Jocelyn; Scarlet, Joy's house sister; and I went to the Fondas. It is basically a giant fair for Diechocho, we 
had a great time with lots of laughs. From having lunch in the grass to playing a joke on the Tio, we made lots of great 
memories!  
 
Day 10:  We went to the San Lucas Church in Santiago, their old church, and I felt God's presence with me and it was 
very calming! Then we spent the afternoon at Johnny Rockets and left that night to go back home. I am so grateful for 
Joy's other family, providing a place to stay and making me feel so loved and welcomed! They are truly a blessing to 
me!  
 
Day 11:  Today, we prepared for Elizabeth and her family to visit. Elizabeth is a woman who is visiting the family be-
cause she used to live with them, when she was younger. They are here now and they are so nice! I am glad they are 
here with us! Plus, I had Spanish class tonight, which went well.  
 
This past week was not a normal week for me! That is starting this week; we will see how that goes. Last week helped 
me to realize how much God is really involved in my life and how marvelous He is! I am ready for what more He 
wants to reveal and show me! Thank you all for being loving and supportive of what I want to do! I am grateful and 
blessed to have this opportuni-
ty! I am learning to listen to 
God more and be a better serv-
ant for Him! God's grace can 
do amazing things! Did I men-
tion that the food here is deli-
cious?! 
 
With love and blessings, 
 Jaycee xoxo 
 
You may follow Jaycee on her 
blog at http://jaycee-
temucochilemission-
trip.blogspot.com/ 
 

http://jaycee-temucochilemissiontrip.blogspot.com/
http://jaycee-temucochilemissiontrip.blogspot.com/
http://jaycee-temucochilemissiontrip.blogspot.com/
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ARDF is pleased to announce a partnership with World Relief to aid 
victims of the Syrian refugee crisis. 

From ARDF Executive Director Canon William E. Deiss: 

I am pleased to announce that ARDF has decided to partner with World Relief to re-
spond to the escalating Syrian refugee crisis. World Relief’s journey began over 70 years 
ago when churches in the US responded to meet the urgent humanitarian needs arising out 
of Europe following the end of World War II. Once again, we are seeing a groundswell of 
Christians responding compassionately in the midst of the growing Syrian refugee crisis. 

Today, nearly 12 million refugees have been displaced by the crisis; 7.6 million within Syria and 4 million displaced in neighboring coun-
tries. About half of those displaced are children. As followers of Jesus, we are compelled to act! 

Since 2013, through partnerships with local organizations and churches, World Relief has been working to provide urgent supplies for dis-
placed Syrian refugee families in Jordan and Iraq, as well as sponsoring child friendly spaces for mothers and children. 

With the massive influx of refugees now flowing into Europe, World Relief is opening an office in Turkey to mobilize churches to respond to 
the largest population of refugees fleeing Syria. Germany alone will likely become home to over 800,000 Syrians.  We can help empower 
local churches in Europe and other locations as they wel-
come and serve these vulnerable populations, helping them 
find jobs, acquire a new language, and find housing. 

You can read Canon Deiss’s full letter here. 
 
How You Can Get Involved: 

1. Pray: 
Compassionate God, draw near to our brothers and sis-
ters in Syria in this time of sorrow and anguish, comfort 
those who mourn, strengthen those who are weary, encour-
age those in despair, and lead us all to fullness of life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen 

2.  Learn: 
The World Relief website has a number of resources about the Syrian Refugee Crisis for both churches and individu-
als. You can also visit the We Welcome Refugees website for more resources, opportunities to help, and ways to show 
support. 

3. Give: 
Donate Now 

http://ardf.org/from-the-executive-director-we-must-help-with-the-syrian-refugee-crisis/?utm_source=Syrian+refugee+crisis+-+1&utm_campaign=Syria-1&utm_medium=email
http://worldrelief.org/disaster-response/syria
http://worldrelief.org/disaster-response/syria-mobilization?utm_source=Syrian+refugee+crisis+-+1&utm_campaign=Syria-1&utm_medium=email
http://wewelcomerefugees.com/?utm_source=Syrian+refugee+crisis+-+1&utm_campaign=Syria-1&utm_medium=email
http://ardf.org/syrian-refugee-crisis-how-you-can-help/?utm_source=Syrian+refugee+crisis+-+1&utm_campaign=Syria-1&utm_medium=email
http://ardf.org/
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

October 2015 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

