
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

The following is my 2015 Convention Sermon at St. James’ Cathedral : 

“DO EVERYTHING  

IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS” 

 My brothers and sisters, it is my honor and pleasure to 

greet you in the name of the Lord Jesus and welcome you to the 

fifty-sixth Convention of the Diocese of San Joaquin.  

 We gather each year as lay leaders and clergy of the dio-

cese to conduct the business of the diocese – and this year we 

have plenty before us:  

A lean budget has been proposed.  

The Diocesan Task Force has proposed revisions to the can-

ons. 

And elections to various leadership positions in the diocese. 

But the most important business before the diocese is 

what lies behind and motivates this diocesan business – and that 

is our vision: “To lead an apostolic community, under authority, that 

brings people to Jesus Christ.”  In all the business that we conduct – 

we absolutely must view it through the lens of that vision.  As we 

elect leaders will they uphold this vision? As we examine the pro-

posed canon revisions do they live into this vision? As we build 

the budget will it support this vision?  If the answer is no to any 

of these questions then we need to re-tool and re-examine what 

we are doing and why we are doing it. 
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November 8—Bishop @ St. Jude-in-
the-Mountains, Tehachapi 

November 10—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

November 11—Diocesan Office 
Closed (Veteran’s Day) 

November 14—Ordination of Dcn. 
James F. Sweeney to Sacred Order of 
Priests—2 pm @ St. Francis of Assisi, 
Stockton (See page 8) 

November 15—Bishop @ St. An-
selm’s, Elk Grove 

November 17—Ordination of Dcn. 
Phillip Martin Berghuis to the Sacred 
Order of Priests—7 pm @ St. Colum-
ba Church, Fresno (See page 9) 

November 18—Installation of Fr. 
Ryan Patrick Bradley as Rector—5:30 
pm @ St. Luke’s, Merced (See page 10) 

November 21—Diocesan Council 
Meeting 

November 22—Bishop @ Christ the 
King, Ridgecrest 

November 25—Diocesan Office 
Closes at Noon 

November 26-27—Diocesan Office 
Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 30-December 2—Clergy 
Retreat @ ECCO (Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/


The theme of this year’s convention is Marriage.  I’ve chosen a topic that will be familiar to us – perhaps too 

familiar.  I say that because over the years - our over familiarity has led to a laxity in our teaching in the church that has 

had disastrous effects.  In fact, one of the reasons that we left the old church and made the very costly move to form a 

new Province is because the old church helped to lead the way to a new definition of marriage that became the law of 

the land this past summer with the United States Supreme Court decision known as “Obergefell v. Hodges, (576 U. S. 

____ (2015) in which the Court held in a 5–4 decision that the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-sex 

couples by both the Due Process Clause and the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obergefell_v._Hodges 

 Over the course of the convention we will examine the current state of marriage, the biblical ideal of marriage 

and the course that we need to take, with God’s help, to live into the ideal that the Lord has set for us. 

 You’ll note that the scriptures for today’s Eucharist are traditional lessons for the marriage service.  While I will 

address other scriptures in my upcoming teaching I’d like to concentrate this morning on St. Paul’s epistle to the Colos-

sians.   

 As St. Paul & Timothy wrote to the church in Colossae they were addressing a church that was under attack.  

They were under attack from the surrounding pagan culture, which viewed Christians as a strange entity that was narrow 

minded with a superiority complex. They were under attack from Judaism, which saw them as corrupting the faith by 

being too open minded and allowing gentiles into the fold. And they were under attack from false teachers who had aris-

en within the church.  Sound Familiar? 

 Brothers and sisters we have got to accept the fact that we no longer live in a Christian culture – indeed – I 

would argue that we live in a pagan culture. Paganism is what St. Paul referred to in Romans chapter one when he wrote: 

“Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 

rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” (Romans 1:24-25 ESV). It’s time to admit that we live in a 

culture that worships the creature and not the creator – whether that is our own pleasure – or money – or nature – or a 

multiplicity of gods.  I would argue that in many ways first century Rome or Colossae or Ephesus and twenty first centu-

ry Sacramento or Fresno or Bakersfield are all too similar.  

 The question is then how do we live as disciples of Jesus Christ in such a world? Well – God the Holy Spirit – 

through Paul the Apostle gives us our marching orders in Colossians chapter three verses twelve to seventeen.  Let’s 

look at these shall we? 

 Scripture tells us that we are to be different than the world around us - “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, 

holy and beloved…”  

 God has chosen you – you are here for a reason – your life has purpose and meaning – that is the message of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The problem is that too many people in our pews don’t know that or don’t believe it.  Our job 

as leaders in the diocese is to help people come to that realization. 
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 Once we do come to the understanding that - as the adopted children of God - (John 1:12) – we have a right and 

responsibility to live lives that are holy and beloved. What does that mean? That we seek, through the help of the Holy 

Spirit, to live in such a way that brings glory to God and assists our fellow man.  This doesn’t come by accident or even 

good wishes – this comes from living our lives intentionally and purposefully.  

 St. Paul tells us to “put on” the virtues that are associated with Jesus who, indeed, embodied them. “Put on 

then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and pa-

tience,” (Colossians 3:12 ESV). We have to “put them on,” in other words be intentional about adopting them, because 

these virtues do not come naturally to us – in fact just the opposite.  These virtues place the needs and wants of others 

ahead of ourselves and we are, all of us, and I put myself at the top of the list, selfish by nature. Being compassionate, 

kind, humble, meek and patient do not come easily. But these virtues do reflect a loving God who is compassionate, 

kind, humble, meek and patient with us!   

 How it makes my heart swell when I witness our churches across the diocese reflect these virtues.  This past 

week I was at St. Luke’s, Bakersfield and witnessed first hand how they have welcomed truly broken people into the 

church and are seeing their lives transformed and are now stepping up to do the right and godly thing. What a joy it is to 

see scores of people from Our Lady of Guadalupe gather early in the morning to make breakfast burritos, in the kitchen 

behind this wall, to take out to homeless men and women in downtown Fresno.  And what a thrill and honor it has been 

for me to walk with brothers and sisters from St. John’s, Petaluma, as they humbly advocate for the sanctity of life while 

people yell all sorts of angry and vile words at them.  

 We continue with verse 13: “bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiv-

ing each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” (Colossians 3:13 ESV)  

 “Bearing with one another…” the virtue of tolerance is a Christian Virtue – but it is very different from the 

“tolerance” of the world around us.  In a pagan worldview “Tolerance” is the highest virtue and it means that you deny 

absolute Truth in order to accept the beliefs and actions of others and even call them “good”.  As Christians we cannot 

accept that definition of tolerance. The acceptance of a pagan worldview of tolerance means the denial of Christ and His 

teachings.   

 Ultimately, I would argue that Christianity is, the most tolerant of worldviews because all people – regardless of 

their race, age, gender, culture, education etc. etc. are held to the same moral standards and will be judged by a loving 

and just God. A pagan worldview says that each culture and tradition sets their own moral standards and judges right 

from wrong and all people must accept what others say is correct.   

 As Christians, scripture commands us to “Bear with one another” because we love one another. This means that 

we seek to help a weak brother or a new believer.  But helping them requires that we, “Speak the truth in love,” as 

Ephesians 4:15 states. Or just before our lesson in Colossians 3 states, “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 

have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

after the image of its creator.” (Colossians 3:9-10 ESV)  
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 In addition to bearing one another in love, the mark of a Christian is reconciliation – that means both forgiving 

others and accepting forgiveness!  “and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” 

 Put simply, when we are betrayed and hurt, Christians are called to forgive, even as we have been forgiven for 

our betrayal and hurts to Christ. The virtue of forgiveness is a trademark of Christianity – demonstrated by Jesus him-

self, who from the cross pleaded, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34 ESV) 

 I love the Vision Statement of Grace, Turlock that seeks to embody this mission of reconciliation – The Vision 

of Grace Anglican Church is to “Reflect Jesus’ reconciling love to one another and our community.”  I pray them every success in 

reflecting that love and I pray that we will all do the same. 

 Continuing with verse 14: “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony.” (Colossians 3:14 ESV)  

Love is the highest Christian virtue and binds all the other virtues together – allowing them to shine in our com-

munity! Christian Love is the love that accepts a brother or sister without being judgmental. Christian love is the love 

that desires the very best for another.  Christian love is the love that is slow to take offense and quick to forgive. 

 Continuing on: “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 

body. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15 ESV)  

The fruit of putting on these virtues is peace and gratitude – even in the midst of stress and want.  The Peace 

that passes all understanding is the virtue we witnessed in our brother Derek Thomason. Diagnosed with stage four can-

cer last year he received the diagnosis with grace and the wonderful peace of mind that comes with the knowledge that 

GOD IS IN CHARGE – whether we live or die we are the Lord’s possession – therefore we need not worry.   

By God’s Grace – Fr. Derek is today cancer free and ministering to the people of Good Shepherd, Reedley 

AND patients at Clovis Community Regional Medical Center.  Isn’t it amazing how the Lord will use our suffering to 

prepare us for ministry to others who are suffering also.  

 With that Peace also comes a sense of gratitude – when we acknowledge that we are not in control and that we 

are utterly dependent upon the Lord for every breath and every thing – we discover a gratitude that is overwhelming and 

over flowing. 

 We conclude this scripture lesson: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:16-17 ESV) 

 Paul closes this thought on the character and charism of Christians by reminding us that we are all in this togeth-

er.  Allowing the Word of God to be our foundation we have a sacred responsibility to teach and admonish one another 

in all wisdom.  This means that we submit to those in authority over us AND we rightfully exercise the authority given 

to us.  In other words - this means that we take our relationships with one another seriously enough to help us grow into 

the full stature of Christ. 
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 Why is this so important to the church and to the world? Because we are, all of us, the Bride of Christ!  This is 

the ancient metaphor that undergirds the importance of Christian marriage.  We as the church are the Bride and Jesus IS 

THE BRIDEGROOM! St. Paul said it clear in Ephesians 5, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it 

refers to Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:31-32 ESV) 

 Why is it so important that we as the Bride of Christ demonstrate a character and love that is different from the 

world around us? BECAUSE THE WORLD IS WATCHING! 

 In far too many people the perception is – whether real or not – that the Church is as dysfunctional – or maybe 

more so – than the world around us.  Brothers and sisters let us this day pledge to prove those people wrong.  Let us 

demonstrate in this convention that the Church is different – that we practice the godly virtues of compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness and patience in love! Let us demonstrate the peace and gratitude to God that comes in a wonderful 

marriage relationship where the Groom loves the Bride beyond her wildest imagination… and the bride loves the groom 

in response!  And to that I say…AMEN. 

 

 

The following people were elected and appointed to leadership positions in the Diocese of San Joaquin: 

Fr. Jack Estes was elected at convention to represent the diocese at Provincial Counsel. 

Fr. Mike Law and Ms. Karen Frey were elected to Standing Committee.   
Dr. Bill Atwood was elected President of the Standing Committee at their meeting following Convention.  

Mr. Harley F. Pinson was elected to the Ecclesiastical Trial Court. 

Fr. Jim Stout was elected to the ECCO Commission. 

The following individuals were elected by their deaneries to Diocesan Council:  
Fr. David Miller - Delta Deanery 
Mr. Leroy Faulk - Fresno Deanery 
Mr. Kevin Robinson - Sequoia Deanery - fulfilling an unexpired term 
Mr. Stevie Barrington-Oates - Kern Deanery 
Dcn. Dennis Mann - Sierra Deanery 

Bishop Menees appointed the following people to the Commission on Ministry:  
The Rev. Canon Anthony Monreal - Chair 
Mr. Michael Rosengren 
Mr. Steve McCalley 
Fr. Aaron Prosser 
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Did You Know? 

 That Fr. Dale Matson has published a new book? A Daily Meditation: Using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer 
Morning Lectionary. (Available on Amazon) 

 That Fr. Noah Lawson has returned to the diocese as Vicar of St. Augustine & St. Albans? 

 That Fr. Ryan Bradley has taken the helm as Rector at St. Luke's, Merced? 

 That Deacon Phil Berghius will be ordained to the Sacred Order of Priest on November 17th, 7:00 PM at St. Co-
lumba, Fresno? 

 That we had over 150 in attendance at the Honored Women Luncheon? 
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Winter Clergy Conference 

November 30 - December 2, 2015 

Retreat begins with registration at 4 p.m.  
followed by dinner at 6 p.m. on Monday 

and closes after 10 am Eucharist on Wednesday. 

Cost per person for 2 nights, 5 meals if registered before November 17th: 

Double & Quad: $99   Day Use: $66 

Private rooms are available on a case by case basis at the rate of $189 

 

Any registrations received after November 17th will pay full price. 

Click Here to Make Reservations            

 

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
Sadie@eccoyosemite.org   

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#reservations
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
mailto:sadie@eccoyosemite.org


 

 Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin Clergy Retreat  

Winter 2015: November 30—December 2  

The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church  

with 

Canon William Beasley serves as Director of the Greenhouse Movement, working directly 
with Archbishop Bob Duncan in the Anglican Church in North America to help establish 
new congregations in the Upper Midwest and throughout North America. Canon William is 
both a regional leader and a rector of multiplying congregations. He is passionate about 
bringing people together for evangelism, mission, and worship, bringing souls into the trans-
forming presence of Jesus Christ.  

William Beasley graduated from Wheaton College in 1976 and spent a few years in the work 
force before attending Berkeley Divinity School at Yale, graduating in 1984. He has been ac-
tive as a pastor for the past twenty-seven years. During that time, he served as senior pastor 
of Church of the Resurrection in Chicago and planted Church of the Redeemer Parish and 
simultaneously launched several English and Spanish-speaking congregations in diverse com-
munities in collaboration with lay catechists.  

 

Fr. Keith Hartsell has been married for 14 years and has six children. He has served at Church 
of the Resurrection, an Anglican church in Wheaton, IL for 13 years before becoming a Rector 
of the Redeemer Anglican Parish with 7 congregations on the north side of Chicago through 
the Greenhouse Movement. Keith has loved working with Canon William Beasley on various 
occasions since 1995.  

He has worked for Bishop Stewart Ruch, III on the Diocesan Staff Team, planning events and 
coordinating logistics, and currently serves on the Provincial Church Planting team for ACNA. 
Keith has a Masters Degree in Bible & Theology from Northern Seminary in Lombard, IL.  

 

Greenhouse is a movement of regional churches dedicated to evangelism through church multiplication- bringing the 
transforming love of Jesus to every people group. We seek to join God’s mission of transformation in his world through 
the building up of his church both in North America and globally as a unified people empowered to share the good 
news of his love through word and deed. In pursuit of this vision, we value the raising up of local congregations linked 
within each region, the release of ministry gifts among laity and clergy for multiplying congregations, and the equipping 
of movements to reach every people group on our continent with the good news of Jesus.  

www.greenhousemovement.com  

www.facebook.com/Greenhousemovement  
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Newly Commissioned Disciples of Christ Weekend #6 

Because He first loved us—1 John 4: 19, 21 

Our Weekend No. 6 Team – July 30 – August 2, 2015 at ECCO 

Back Row –Kevin Robinson; Julie Gildon; Annie Curtier; Trish Mann; Dcn. Dennis Mann; David Townsend; Lisa 
Hunt; Jeannie Longman; Fr. David Brown; Fr. Townsend Waddill 

Middle Row – Janet Robinson; Brenda Saicoe; Georgia Saicoe; Darby Minturn; Dcn. Francie Levy; Candy Townsend; 
Ron Christolear; Carolyn Christolear; Sabrina Sotello; Sandy Roper; Frank Reed; Carolyn Reed; Sharon Collier; Ron Hunt 

Front Row -  Dcn Jeff Stugelmeyer; Diane Hyde; Lisa Dalrymple; Max Dalrymple; John Hubbard; Christoper 
Cavanaugh; Rita Woo; Laura Mowry; Karin Grossman; Maria Garcia; Gina Zamora; Jim Doe; Jesus Zamora  

Upcoming A4D Events:  

November 14th    Ultreya Gathering at St. Mary’s Fresno at 1:00 PM (Secretariat at 10am) 

December 12th     Ultreya Gathering at St. Andrew’s in the Desert Lancaster at 1:00 PM   
      Followed by a Special Christmas Presentation & Pot Luck Dinner. 

 January 1st-3rd     Anglican 4th Day Community & Family Retreat at ECCO   
This event is for all those who been on a A4D 3 Day Weekend and their families or those interested in learning more 
about Anglican 4th Day and who want to make their weekend this year are invited to attend a retreat full of fellowship, 
teaching, and learning what it means to live out your 4th Day as a Christian and follower of Jesus Christ.  COST:  $185 
private room / $145 double or quad and includes 6 meals and 2 nights.  For an additional $78 or $100 for private room, 
you can come to ECCO for their New Year’s Eve Celebration.  If you are interested, please contact Annie Curtier at 
661-433-6889 (call or text) or email at amcurtz17@gmail.com. 

(Continued on page 14) 

mailto:amcurtz17@gmail.com
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“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing.  
Instead, let us encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.”  

     Hebrews 10:23-25 
 

 
 

 

Next Anglican 4th Day Weekend No. 7  
                                   is scheduled for July 28th – 31, 2016 

Core Team includes:  
Frank & Carolyn Reed / Janet & Kevin Robinson / Candy Townsend / Jeannie Longman  

Team applications are now being accepted for the Next A4D Weekend. Please submit your applications as 
soon as you can so that the Core Team can start planning.  Team meetings will start up on February 12th, 2016.   

Please visit our website at www.a4dsanjoaquin.com for applications and mail them to  
Annie Curtier 1740 W. Jackman St. Lancaster. 93534 or call/text 661-433-6889. 

For more information and retreat reservations, please contact Annie Curtier, Lay Director 

(Continued from page 13) 

Christmas Boutique 

The 14th Annual Christmas Boutique by Christ Church Women is scheduled for Saturday, November 21 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at ECCO, the Evergreen Conference Center, Oakhurst. 

In addition to exquisitely handcrafted jewelry, table linens, knitted items, Christmas décor, and shopping totes, they will 
be a large variety of exciting gifts and food items, including our famous Mountain Mustard. We will also offer live 
woodworking, still life painting and jewelry making demonstrations. 

During lunch, which will be served be from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., there will be a Children’s Fashion show and a visit 
from Santa!  At a presale price of $6 for lunch; it is recommended you buy your tickets in advance. If there are tickets 
still available, they will be sold for $7.50 at the door. Seating is limited. To purchase tickets, call Diane at 559-877-6401. 

This boutique is unique in that the talented men and women of Christ Church Anglican make every 
item. We do not resell anyone else’s work. In addition, all proceeds benefit our community organiza-
tions such as Boys & Girls Club, Manna House, Boys Scouts, the Senior Center and Toys for Tots. 

Please see the flyer on following page. 
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Advent 2015: Renewing Minds Through Education 

Advent is an exciting time for us Anglicans!  

As we recall Jesus' coming into the world, we also remember the worldwide body of Christ, a family of re-
deemed people from every nation, language, tribe and tongue who serve and worship Him as Savior and Lord. 
ARDF is especially thrilled to offer Advent materials free of charge that will help your church and your family 
remember our poor brothers and sisters around the world this season. Materials include mite boxes, prayer 
guides and activity sheets. 

Together, we will learn about the importance of education for their struggle against poverty and oppression and 
how you can get involved. We invite you to join us on the journey of Advent!  

Click here to learn more and request Advent materials.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FI3v2pMsfVS0HffP29Q-nJbycucuZBgnmg-S9LA1lWyx05rpms0W_WsxSl31ElO9nwFktukXyV1Wt1bR7e24pfQdiF8mRxc1Ug2ibyZ83-YYDYJzzzCuXSbzm5mZJPVKsQYAdkfhajbtWEORhcSElWPB0tH9vwKkhillicRAfKZZr1Q7yBzPHmzLXccMyPL4lf-9r8HSestWyuUaC3tBVpJ56a4WW4WCl8iw
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

November 2015 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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http://anglicanchurch.net/
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