
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed St. Stephen’s, St. John’s and Holy 
Innocents day to you!  Wow, the twelve days of Christmas are 
seriously action packed.  It is for this reason that our family for 
many years put off any gift giving until January 6th and the Feast 
of the Epiphany.  Alas, college schedules have impeded upon 
that tradition and so we celebrate as a family when we can all be 
together.  But I am hopeful for the future and college gradua-
tions – next year God willing! 
 
With the celebration of Christ’s incarnation come new begin-
nings and the celebration of the New Year.  It is our hope and 
prayer that 2016 will see an end to the lawsuits brought against 
us by TEC.  My letter to the Presiding Bishop offering to negoti-
ate is still out there and waiting to be answered – still I remain 
hopeful.   
 
As we in the Diocese of San Joaquin prepare for the New 
Year ,we prepare for new ministries.  We recently held a mini-
retreat for the Standing Committee and the Diocesan Council 
and came up with the following draft ministry goals for 2016, 
which will be refined in the early part of the year.  
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January 3-8—Bishop @ College of 
Bishops Meeting (Melbourne, FL) 

January 9-10—Bishop @ St. Paul’s, 
Visalia 

January 12—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

January 16—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

January 17—Bishop @ St. James’, 
Lindsay 

January 23—Bishop @ Walk for Life, 
San Francisco 

January 24—Bishop @ St. Andrews’, 
Almanor 

January 27—6 pm, Installation of Fr. 
Mike Law @ St. John’s (308 North D 
Street, Porterville, CA  93257) 

January 28—6 pm, Installation of Fr. 
Tony Monreal @ Church of the 
Epiphany (1001 Dairy Ave, Corcoran, 
CA 93212) 

January 29-31—First Vestry & Bish-
op’s Committee Retreat 

February 5-7—Second Vestry and 
Bishop’s Committee Retreat 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Transitions: 

 We welcome the following clergy who were transferred into the Diocese of San Joaquin:  
 

 The Rev. Ian Burgess, Nevada National Guard Chaplain.  
 The Rev. Carl Johnson, St. Mark’s, Loomis 
 The Rev. Ron Longero, Christ Church of the Sierra, Reno.  
 Christ Church is making application to be received into the diocese at our next convention. 

 
 In December, Fr. Noah Lawson was installed as Vicar at St. Alban, Los Banos and St. Augustine, Hollister. 
 
 This month, Fr. Michael Law will be installed as Rector of St. John’s, Porterville and the Rev. Canon Tony Mon-

real will be installed as Vicar of Epiphany, Corcoran.  
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Lao Ministry in the Diocese of San Joaquin! 
Did you know that St. Martin of Tour, Fres-
no, is a leader in Fresno among the Lao Com-
munity?  The Bishop’s Warden at St. Martin, 
Alex Mapeen, is the President of the Lao 
Christian Church Community.  Fr. Sam Vong-
sanit and Fr. Martin Bunsy also play important 
roles in this community made up of the fol-
lowing denominations in Fresno: Anglican, 
Assembly of God, Church of Christ, Cove-
nant, First Baptist, Mennonite Brethren, Pres-
byterian and Southern Baptist. 

The joint ministries focus on youth ministry 
with joint meetings and annual volleyball tour-
naments – St. Martin’s won last year’s tourna-
ment.  Most importantly the communities 
come together when a death occurs.  It is the 
tradition in the Lao Community to have a 
week-long vigil prior to the funeral.  With each death a different church will host that vigil so that the church where the 

death occurred can appropriately mourn their beloved.  Thus, a death might 
occur in the Lao Presbyterian Church and St. Martin will host the vigil at the 
Presbyterian Church and visa versa. 

We rejoice in the leadership that St. Martin’s demonstrates among the immi-
grant community in Fresno! 



Getting Your House in Order 

Seminar 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 

9:00 am—12:00 pm 

All Saints’ Anglican Church 

3200 Gosford Road, Bakersfield 

 

While people know they need to be prepared for the end of life, many people struggle to get everything in 
order.  This seminar will include experts in the area of hospice care, estate planning (wills and trusts), 
mortuary needs, and church service issues.  

 

For more information, please contact the Kern Rural Dean, Fr. Karl Dietze, 

at (661) 861-6020. 
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Vestry/Bishop’s Committee 

Leadership Retreat 2016 

Learning to Step Out in Faith 
Matthew 14:22-33 

with 

The Rt. Rev. Eric Menees 

at 

The Evergreen Conference Center 

www.eccoyosemite.org 

Friday, 4:00 pm—Sunday, 11:30 am 

Option 1: January 29-31, 2016 (Discount Deadline: January 15, 2016) 

Option 2: February 5-7, 2016 (Discount Deadline: January 22, 2016) 

 

For the past eight years many of us have felt like we were the faithful disciples of Christ—following his 
lead and bidding and stepping out in faith—but we are also feeling like we are on a boat at sea, feeling the 
wind and waves beating against the prow of the boat.  It is precisely in that circumstance that Jesus 
comes to us on the water and rather than saying, “I’m going to make things safe for you”, he says, 
“Have faith and join me on the water.” 

This year’s leadership retreat will focus on equipping our Vestries and Bishop’s Committees to recognize 
the call of Jesus upon their lives, both independently and corporately.  Join us in this exciting gathering of 
leaders in the Diocese of San Joaquin as we examine Jesus’ call upon us to get out of the boat! 

 

Costs before deadlines: $99 for Double or Quad rooms per person for 2 nights & 5 meals. 

    Private rooms are available on a case by case basis for $149 

    $70 for Day Use or RV 
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http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html


 
 
 

The Anglican 4th Day Weekend No. 7  
                                   is scheduled for July 28th – 31, 2016 
Core Team includes:  
Frank & Carolyn Reed / Janet & Kevin Robinson / Candy Townsend / Jeannie Longman  

Team applications are now being accepted for the Next A4D Weekend. Please submit your applications as 
soon as you can so that the Core Team can start planning.  Team meetings will start up on February 12th, 2016.   

Please visit our website at www.a4dsanjoaquin.com for applications and mail them to  
Annie Curtier 1740 W. Jackman St. Lancaster. 93534 or call/text 661-433-6889. 

For more information and retreat reservations, please contact Annie Curtier, Lay Director 
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Lord, I give up all my own plans and 
purposes, all my own desires and 
hopes, and accept thy will for my 
life. I give myself, my life, my all ut-
terly to thee, to be thine forever. Fill 
me and seal me with thy Holy Spirit. 
Use me as thou wilt. Send me where 
thou wilt, and work out thy whole 
will in my life at any cost, now and 
forever. Amen.  

—Betty Scott Stam 
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

January 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

