
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

M erry Christmas! Happy New Year!  And a Blessed 
Epiphany to you all!  Wow this is a seriously action 

packed first week in January!  In fact the entire month of January 
is full of wonderful celebrations and Holy Days not captured in 
those three salutations.  What are those Holy Days you ask?  
Well The Feast of the Presentation – also called Holy Name 
of Jesus, the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, the Feast of 
the Confession of St. Peter, and the Feast of the Conversion 
of St. Paul! Phew I am tired just thinking about all of our cele-
brations. 
 
What do all of these Feast Days represent for us as Anglican 
Christians?  Brothers and Sisters, they are not a call for us to do 
anything!  They are a call to remember what God has done for 
us!  They serve as a reminder that “God so loved the world that 
he sent his only son so that all who believe in him may have 
eternal life!” (To paraphrase John 3:16.)  
 
Taking the time to slow down and remember what God has 
done for us is important – not just at Thanksgiving or Christmas 
or New Years but all the time.  The church calendar gives us op-
portunity after opportunity to do just that – reflect on God’s love 
for us.  Sadly, American statistics show that we don’t slow down 
and reflect on our lives very well.  Reports come out regularly 
stating how our lifestyles and work habits end up by raising our 
stress levels, and along the way raise our blood pressure and dis-
rupt our sleep cycles too. 
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January 4-9—Bishop @                     
College of Bishops in Orlando, FL 

January 13—Rural Deans Meeting 

January 17—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

January 18—Bishop @ St. Paul’s, 
Visalia 

January 24—Bishop @ Walk for 
Life, San Francisco 

January 24—(PM Service) Bishop @     
St. David’s, San Rafael 

January 25—(PM) Bishop @      
Consecration of Western Anglicans’ 
Bishop-elect Keith Andrews in  
Newport Beach, CA 

January 30-February 1—Vestry/
Bishop’s Committee Retreat #1 @ 
ECCO (same content as #2 dates 
below, just alternative days) 

February 6-8—Vestry/Bishop’s 
Committee Retreat #2 @ ECCO 
(same content as the #1 dates above, 
just alternative days) 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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We have a wonderful custom in the US, and maybe around the world, of making New Year’s Resolutions.  I pray that 
you will join me in making a resolution this year to slow down and reflect more on what the Lord has done for us.  Take 
the time to attend, and truly be present, for Sunday worship and Feast Days in the Church.  Listen with an open heart 
and mind to what the Lord may be saying to you and to me – and then seek, with God’s help, to put that into practice. 
 
My brothers and sisters I pray that you have a truly Blessed and Happy New Year! 
 
Bishop Menees 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Fr. Wes Clare has been received notice that he will soon be promoted to full colonel (Chaplain Corp) in the Air Na-
tional Guard – congratulations Col. Clare! 
 
Fr. Paul & April Gibbons have announced their pregnancy and are awaiting their third child due in June. 
 
Fr. John & Kathie Riebe have resigned their positions at All Saints, Bakersfield, so as to move back to North Carolina 
to be near Fr. John’s ailing parents.  Please pray for them as they make this transition.  
 
Fr. Richard Menees have been named Interim Vicar at All Saint’s, Bakersfield. Welcome Fr. Richard & Martha. 
 
Fr. Van McCalister – has published a new book: The Meaning and Symbols of Holy Eucharist: An Instructed Eucha-
rist.  Congratulations Fr. Van!  
 
Bp. Eric & Florence Menees – celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary on December 30th!  Congratulations Bp. 
Eric & Florence! 
 

 

Walk for Life 2015 

All are invited to join Bishop Eric Menees on January 24th for the Walk for Life 2015 in 
San Francisco.  Information and registration can be done online at 
www.walkforlifewc.com  

Bishop Menees is participating again in this very important event in support of the most 
vulnerable in our society, pregnant women and their unborn children.  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.walkforlifewc.com
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4th Sunday in Advent 
Year B 2015 

 
Dear Brother and Sister Deacons: 
 

I was able to give some of you the proposed Deacons’ Days dates at the Clergy Retreat.  It is 
with great pleasure that I send all of you this letter of proposed dates for “Deacons’ Days” 
in 2015, so that you may mark your calendars.  Bishop Eric and I discussed our plan for 
2015, and here is what we have created for the Deacons in Diocese of San Joaquin. 
 
Saturday, January 24, 2015: March for Life in San Francisco, CA – We will join with oth-
er clergy from ACNA, and with Christians from around our state and even father to march 
for life.  Details will follow soon.  Please email me if you are planning to attend, and I will 
strive to arrange transportation for our group. 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2015: 10:00 AM Review the ACNA Ordinal together at St. James Cathe-
dral, Fresno. After lunch we will join Bishop Eric, and other clergy from the Diocese of San 
Joaquin, for the Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate of Dennis Mann (St. Jude’s, Teha-
chapi) and Jeff Stugelmeyer (St. Francis, Stockton) at 2:00 PM. 
 

Saturday, July 25, 2015: 10:00 AM Mercy Ministries at St. Francis, Stockton.  Hopefully 
we will hear presentations from several deacons involved in “Mercy Ministries” such as feed-
ing the homeless, helping women leaving prostitution, working with hospice, etc.  If you are 
able to make a presentation, please let Archdeacon Francie know.  The day will end at 2:00 
PM. 
 

Saturday, November 7: 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM Retreat Day together.  The location will be 
announced soon, and we will spend the day together in prayer and study. 
 

It is the hope of both the Bishop and of me that you will all be able to attend at least two 
of these Deacon’s Days, and I especially hope that some of you will be able to join me at all 
of the days.  We will be sending you more information about each of the days very soon, but 
if you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. 
 

I wish you a Joyous Christmas Season. 
 

Grace and Peace! 
 

Archdeacon Francie Levy 
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It is the middle of October and I’m going to Walmart.  Can I believe that the store has begun to put Christmas decora-
tions for sale out before it is Halloween?  Where is Jesus?  Where is Jesus in this commercial, profit money-making, 
mind-convincing you want to buy this world of ours? 

What a blessing our four weeks of Advent are to me in anticipation of Jesus’ birth.  I feel that God had this in His plan 
at the time of creation.  He chose Abraham and began the generations of His chosen people to have Him as their own 
and only God and to follow and obey Him with their hearts, souls, minds and strength.   

Things started off well but our human nature kicked in and we set ourselves apart from our Lord time and time again.  
He sent prophets to help us get back on track.  We repented and turned our lives back to God but we could not sustain 
ourselves following His precepts.   

Then God, the Father, gives His only Son, Jesus, to the world, incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, a 
humble, devout maiden betrothed to Joseph.  Mary’s response to the Angel Gabriel when told of God’s plan replies, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word. “ 

When we celebrate Jesus’ birth it is vitally important that we open our minds to God’s plan for the salvation of all man-
kind that will begin with His death upon the Cross.  Jesus paid the price of our sin with His body and His blood.  Con-
fessing the truth of our behavior, the truth of our thoughts and actions that are not of God’s ways of loving Him and 
not loving our neighbor, we receive Christ’s absolution passed down through our priests as they consecrate the bread 
and wine on the altar.  We partake of Christ’s body and blood in our communion with Him in our Eucharist.  Our slate 
of sin and behavior is wiped clean by Christ.  We are at peace within and with our God.  We are renewed in His spirit to 
go forth beyond the doors of the sanctuary to share this Good News with others in our families, the community and the 
world.  Our post-communion prayer asks our Heavenly Father to send us out to do the work you have given us to 
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.   

We need to step up to Christ’s asking of His disciples to: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And, behold I am with you always to the end of the age.”   

Our answer is: “Here am I”.  Christ is with us and the foundation of our faith.  He has given us God, the Holy Spirit, 
to be our guide, our wisdom, our empowerment, the words of our witness.   

At our Baptism, we renounced Satan, repented of our sins, and accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  We promised to 
follow and obey Jesus Christ as our Lord.  Prayers asked our Heavenly Father to give us inquiring and discerning hearts, 
the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all Your works. 

So, as we begin this new year of 2015, continually ask yourself, “Where is Jesus?”  How can I share with others the 
Good News of Christ’s forgiveness and salvation for all mankind?  How can we the Body of Christ with our multitude 
of God given gifts and our talents mobilize to grow Christ’s Kingdom here in the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin?  A 
Blessed New Year to each of you! 

Deacon Debby Buffum 

Spreading the Good News  
in the Diocese of San Joaquin & Beyond 
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Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst 

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
Sadie@eccoyosemite.org   

Diocesan Vestry Retreats 
January 30 - February 1, 2015  

&  
February 6-8, 2015 

Speaker: The Rev. Canon J. Philip Ashey 
The Lay Leadership Institute is organized by the American Anglican Council and has been de-
scribed as perhaps the best lay leaders program yet held in the Anglican Church in North America. 
The three-day event (Friday-Sunday) is designed to inform and equip lay leaders to better serve 
their parish and diocese. Topics range from basic principles of  Anglican governance (parish, dioce-
san, national), Biblical leadership principles for vestry members, how to deal with conflicts in the 
local church in transparent and collegial ways that actually promote mission and church growth, an 
overview of  what’s happening in the Anglican Communion and much more.  The Lay Leadership 
Institute encourages laity to be informed, involved and empowered in order to fulfill the Great 
Commission through their church. 

Private: $149 
Doubles & Quads: $99 
Day Use & R.V.: $70 

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
mailto:sadie@eccoyosemite.org
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Diocesan Youth Ministry Team 

Retreat 
February 27—March 1, 2015 

Friday Evening—Sunday Morning 

St. James’ Anglican Cathedral 
4147 E. Dakota Ave. 

Fresno 

$40 

For questions contact  
Fr. Paul Gibbons, St. Paul's, Visalia 

559-732-4821 
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St. Andrew’s Anglican Church of the Desert 
Daughters of the Holy Cross 

Present a 

Workshop/Quiet Day 
On Prayer & Healing 

Speaker:  Martha Menees 

2034 West Ave. K-4 
Lancaster, California 93536 

February 21, 2015 
9 am—2 pm 

Continental Breakfast & Salad Bar Lunch 
All are Welcome! 

RSVP to Sharon Collier 
661-609-0821 

mezzo.sharon@gmail.com 
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ARDF and the Mothers' Union -  

Powerful Partnerships Transforming our World 

The Burmese woman pictured above was able to buy seeds and improve her livelihood thanks to an ARDF partner-
ship. She is a member of the Mother's Union, an little-known group of Anglican women who spend their lives help-
ing families and sharing Christ's love in some of the world's poorest communities. 
  
These courageous women were our favorite impact story of 2014. 

You'll see why if you 
continue reading and/
or click on the adjacent 
picture. 

(Continued on page 9) 

http://anglicanaid.net/mothers-union/
http://anglicanaid.net/support-ardf/
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One of our favorite partner organizations is 

called the Mothers’ Union. 

ARDF is effective and efficient because of the 

incredible local partners who initiate and imple-

ment our projects around the world. By working 

through local Anglican congregations and organi-

zations, we benefit from their cultural expertise 

and credibility while reflecting one of our key 

values: local knowledge for sustained impact. 

One such grass-roots organization is the Moth-

ers’ Union, an international charitable network of 

Anglican women that seeks to support families 

around the world.  

Mothers’ Union members are living out the Gospel in some of our poorest communities. There are members in 83 

countries, from Sub-Saharan Africa to Southeast Asia. They are faithful Anglicans, mostly women, who support fami-

lies, care for the sick, and visit the hurting. 

In Ethiopia, the Mothers’ Union provides family health training for women 

We recently received a report from Dr. Wendy LeMarquand who oversees Mothers’ Union training in consultation with 

local leaders in Gambella, Ethiopia. They were facing a crisis of infant mortality in Gambella: “What we found was that 

out of an average of 9-11 children per mother, only 2-4 children survive beyond the age of five and nearly all these 

deaths are preventable,” she said. 

However, working out of the Gambella Anglican Centre, they are beginning to have an impact: “We started a program 

where representatives from each of the 70 

churches can come and learn ways of prevent-

ing childhood death and disease, and then go 

back to their communities and teach the 

whole membership of the Mothers’ Union,” 

she said. “Now we have 3,000 women who are 

each helping teach one another.” 

 Wendy continued, “I wish you could have 

seen the tears in their eyes, the joy, the excite-

ment: ‘you mean I can actually do something 

to make a difference?’ We just had a teaching 

session on clean water and the delight of the 

women was inexpressible. What a privilege to 

be part of that.” (Continued on page 10) 

(Continued from page 8) 

http://anglicanaid.net/support-ardf/#efficient
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Half a world away, in Myanmar, the 

Mothers’ Union works tirelessly to help 

families and their communities escape 

from systemic poverty 

Although Myanmar is a place of incredi-

ble cultural richness and natural beauty, 

years of repression and isolation have left 

one third of the nation’s people in pov-

erty. Yet the Anglican Church and espe-

cially the Mother’s Union, have remained 

places of hope and healing for children 

and parents. 

Less than one fifth of Myanmar’s 60 mil-

lion people have access to the financial 

services they need to start small business-

es or buy seeds to grow crops. Often, in 

order to get the capital they need, many 

families must seek help from predatory 

money lenders who charge unreasonably 

high interest rates (15%-20%). These deceptive, high-interest loans often make things worse and permanently entrap 

families in cycles of poverty. 

Thankfully, through funding from ARDF, the Mothers’ Union has established self-help groups that are providing 

business training and micro-loans to women and families. Group members put in a small amount of money each 

month and receive very low-interest loans (3%) that help them start small businesses and grow crops. 

Best of all, these loans can be easily repaid! 

Will you help us empower these courageous Christian women as they help families around the world escape from 

poverty and find hope? 

Click Here to Donate 

“In a severe test of affliction,  

their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty  

have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.” 

II Corinthians 8:2 

(Continued from page 9) 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E92060&id=32
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E92060&id=32
http://anglicanaid.net/support-ardf/
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This fieldbook – unlike a textbook -- is for immediate use by owners of any business and executive 
directors of any nonprofit organization – including rectors and vicars of Anglican churches. 
 
Such leaders have multiple responsibilities and major time constraints.  Accordingly, they rarely get 
past the insurance management level of operations.  They miss the significant value and cost-saving 
opportunities of a risk management culture.  This fieldbook takes them to that next level.  It is also a 
convergence of risk management and quality management disciplines, best practices, and tools – 
hence the word “Quality” in its title. 
 
Churches have become increasingly vulnerable to 
fire, crime, vandalism, lawsuits, and employee 
injuries.  Applying risk management principles 
should address these risks more effectively and 
proactively -- and pay major dividends to any 
church over time. 
 
Written in an easy, non-technical, conversational 
manner with lots of “real world” stories, this 
fieldbook includes 100+ graphics to facilitate 
better understanding – and application -- of its 
written words.   
 
To order this fieldbook at a 20% discount (from 
$79.00 retail – for $63.20 plus tax with free ship-
ping), order directly from the publisher at 
www.tinyurl.com/QRMFbook     Use discount 
code:  QRMF14.  It is also listed on Ama-
zon.com where the discount is 10%. 

Author:  John Pryor, CPCU, ARM, AAI, AIS 

Member, Trinity Anglican Church, Bakersfield 
and 

Diocesan Council, Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin 

http://www.tinyurl.com/QRMFbook
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Dear Fellow Anglicans, 
 

We are living through a momentous time in the history of the Anglican Com-
munion, and indeed the Christian Church worldwide. A fter writing a series of essays, 
I sensed God calling me to write a more extensive analysis of the crisis that has come 
upon us. T his larger work is more in depth, and incorporates elements from the aca-
demic disciplines of Church History, Ecclesiology, Communication T heory, and 
Sacramental T heology. T he book is entitled, Anglican Manifesto, and is now availa-
ble for your consideration. 

 
Anglican Manifesto examines the vibrant elements of our faith that have come 

down through the historical streams of Christianity. W hile specifically addressing the 
issues that are distinctly Anglican, Manifesto moves further to incorporate theological 
perspectives of interest to the Christian Church as a whole. Readers will be challenged 
to think beyond existing paradigms.  
 
 

For more information go to: 
www.anglicanmanifesto.com 

 
 
 

Fr. Jack Estes, Rector 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church 

Bakersfield, CA  

http://www.anglicanmanifesto.com
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

January 2015 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

