VOL 4

February 2015

ISSUE 2

The San Joaquin
Anglican
The Bishop’s Corner

Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees

O

n Sunday, January 18th we celebrated “Sanctity of Life
Sunday.” In 1984 President Ronald Reagan established
the first “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday” in commemoration of
the 11th anniversary of the Roe v Wade Supreme Court decision
guaranteeing a woman’s access to abortion on demand. President Reagan when establishing the first Sanctity of Life Sunday
said, the decision "Struck down our laws protecting the lives of
unborn children." On this matter I am in complete agreement
with President Reagan. The court weighed in the balance the
desires of a woman over the human rights of the unborn.
Following up on President Reagan’s lead, the church catholic
began to dedicate the third Sunday in January as Sanctity of Life
Sunday. In addition, across the country, Christians and others of
good will have gathered in big cities and small to pray and march
in support of life!
Two years ago I gathered with many other bishops of the province to march in the March for Life in Washington DC and last
year I was truly honored to give the invocation at the Walk for
Life in San Francisco. Most recently, on January 24th I gathered
with Anglicans from across the Valley and the Bay Area along
with Bishops Mark Zimmerman of Albuquerque, NM, and Bishop Clark Lowenfield, of Houston, TX.
I cannot express how proud it makes me to stand with other Anglicans and believing Christians who recognize that God is the
author of all life and every life is precious from the moment of
conception to natural death. It defies my understanding how
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February 6-8—Vestry/Bishop’s
Committee Retreat #2 @ ECCO
February 10—Rural Deans’ Meeting
February 13-15—Bishop @ Jesus the
Good Shepherd; Henderson, NV
February 16—Diocesan Office
Closed for Presidents’ Day
February 18—Ash Wednesday
February 21—Diocesan Council
February 22—Bishop @
St. Clement’s, Woodlake
February 25-27—Bishop @
Task Force on Holy Orders Meeting;
Bedford, TX
February 27-March 1—
Diocesan Winter Youth Retreat @
St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno
February 28—Bishop @ St. James’,
Lindsay
March 1—Bishop @ St. John’s,
Porterville
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some people can rationalize away a baby or deny the humanity of a fetus, which contains the full potential of life.
Therefore to stand with brothers and sisters and walk though the streets of San Francisco praying for women and their
unborn children lifts my soul.
I am equally proud that when the Anglican Church in North America formed, we intentionally placed into the Canons
and Constitutions of the Province our belief in the Sanctity of life as found in Canon 8 Section 3 – “God, and not man,

is the creator of human life. The unjustified taking of life is sinful. Therefore, all members and clergy are
called to promote and respect the sanctity of every human life from conception to natural death.”

Join me in praying for all those women who this day will discover that they are pregnant. Most will rejoice in the gift of
life, some will be worried about what to do, and some will say “I can’t do it” and seek to abort the child. Pray for all
three classes of women and all the women who fall in between.
Heavenly Father we give you thanks and praise for the gift of life, indeed your word tells us that we are all, “Fearfully and wonderfully
made.” We lift up to your heavenly throne at this moment the women who will learn today that they are pregnant. Grant them peace and
grace to know and love these children as the precious gift from God that they are. We pray this in the mighty name of your Son, our savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen
Bishop
Menees

Did You Know?
Fr. John Combs has announced his retirement effective February 9, 2015. Fr. Combs has the distinction of being the
longest serving Vicar at St. Alban’s, Los Banos. We pray Fr. John and Ann every blessing in their retirement.
Fr. JP & Pam Wadlin were blessed with the birth of two great grandchildren: Madison Keel was born on January 18th
and Lillyana Wadlin was born on January 21st.
Fr. Jonathan Kanary was appointed to the Provincial Liturgy and Prayer Book Task Force.
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Communiqué from the College of Bishops
“For the word of the Cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.”
~ 1 Corinthians 1:18

Orlando, FL, January 5-9, 2015
Led by our new Archbishop, The Most Rev. Dr. Foley
Beach, we met as a College to worship and pray, to study
Scripture and the historic faith, and to pursue our common
life as servant leaders. Meeting in Orlando from January 5th
to 9th under the Cross of Christ, we sought to deepen our
relationships with God and with each other, and learn ways
to be more effective and fruitful.
Conscious of the weight of our responsibilities as bishops,
we spent important time together in prayer, teaching, business, and fellowship; all in light of our recognition of the
power of the Cross. Without question, the College emerged
from this week stronger and more unified than ever before,
sharing a common vision for reaching North America with the transforming love of Jesus Christ, and strengthening the
bonds of trust.

Prayer
We followed the Anglican patterns of prayer, with both Daily Offices and daily Holy Eucharist. Homilies by several
bishops richly added to our worship, inspiring us and challenging us to grow in authentic fellowship and discipleship.
Throughout the week, we were blessed by having David Clifton, Minister of Worship Arts at the Church of the Apostles, Knoxville, Tennessee, leading our music. He wove historic and contemporary music in a gentle and powerful way
that enriched our time together.
On Thursday evening, we held a prayer vigil for our countries and for those issues facing our cultures and the nations of
the world.

Teaching
We were enriched and strengthened in our apostolic ministries through the inspiring sessions presented by the Rt. Rev.
John A.M Guernsey, Bishop of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic and Dean of Provincial Affairs, and the Rt. Rev. Dr.
Ray Sutton, Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of Mid America (REC) and Provincial Dean.
Bishop Guernsey spoke about the importance of a bishop’s prayer life and accented his presentations with powerful testimonies of the ways Almighty God had answered prayers of faith and vision. We were reminded that Jesus himself instructed the disciples to pray earnestly to the Lord of the Harvest to send out laborers into his harvest (Luke 10:2). Each
(Continued on page 5)
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afternoon the College of Bishops was enriched by Bishop Sutton’s outstanding and anointed teaching on the office of
the Bishop. He presented an historical survey of the ministry of the bishop, highlighting many godly examples for us as
we seek to live, pray, love, and minister.
In surveying seven eras in the history of the Church, from the Apostolic Age of the New Testament to the present day,
Bishop Sutton challenged the College to recover the best of the apostolic office as it has been revealed in Scripture and
experienced in the life of the Church. His presentation concluded with a tremendously stirring call to us to fulfill our
vocations.
In small groups, we responded to these presentations by sharing how we had received God’s vision for our ministries
and discussing the importance of prayerful leadership in the Church.

Fellowship
Guest of the College
We gave thanks for the presence of Bishop Mark Lawrence throughout the meeting. Our prayers continue to be with
him and the faithful people whom he leads in the Diocese of South Carolina.

Wives’ Retreat
Over the years, the bishops’ wives have developed warm and loving relationships which were further deepened during
the week through sharing and prayer. They also heard Bible teaching each morning from Krista Williams of Monroe,
GA.

Business
The business portion of our meeting began with an address from Archbishop Beach, and then proceeded in four parts,
each led by one of the Deans. Prayers were offered prior to the presentation of each report, and at the close of each
report prayers were offered again for the respective leader and their ministry.

Archbishop Beach’s Report
Archbishop Beach gave thanks for the presence and grace of God that has been evident in the first six months of this
new ministry. Reaffirming the principle of subsidiarity – that the ministry of the Province is only to initiate or minister in
ways that a diocese should not or could not – Archbishop Beach shared some of the unique ministry opportunities of
his archiepiscopate that are strengthening both the Province and the larger Body of Christ.
These opportunities included his recent trip to Southeast Asia and Australia where our relationships with the Anglican
provinces and dioceses in those regions were deepened; sitting down to dinner with Metropolitan Hilarion of the Russian Orthodox Church; and being invited by members of the Canadian Parliament to pray for the nation in the wake of
the terrorist attack that affected the capital in October.
In discussion, we commented on how encouraging it is that our new Archbishop is being so well received by our international and ecumenical partners.
Archbishop Beach expressed his commitment to shared leadership in the College and Province, and demonstrated this
commitment by having his four appointed Deans lead the business sessions throughout the week.
(Continued on page 6)
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College Affairs
The Rt. Rev. Terrell Glenn, Dean of College Affairs, led the sessions on matters that touch upon the College’s common
life.
First, we turned to reflections on the Conclave, and the process by which we selected our new Archbishop. We overwhelmingly affirmed the Conclave’s prayerful process.

We then turned our attention to the development of a process for the care of a bishop’s soul should discipline be required for an act committed against our Lord and His Church. More information about the process can be found at this
link. No member of the College is presently under disciplinary measures, thus making it a helpful time to develop a pastoral process.
We spent significant time in small groups, praying together, addressing personal issues, and strengthening relationships.
Many commented on the growing depth and genuineness of our life together.

Provincial Affairs
Bishop John Guernsey, Dean of Provincial Affairs, led the sessions affecting the internal life of our Province.
Review of the Preface to Confirmation
The Liturgy and Common Worship Task Force submitted to the College a “Preface Concerning the Confirmation Liturgy.” The intention is to ensure that each Anglican makes a public profession of faith and receives the laying on of hands
by a bishop. After minor revisions, the Preface was adopted. The text is available at this link.
Task Force on Marriage
Over the past fifty years there have been massive changes in the understanding and practice of marriage in Western society, including such matters as the sexual revolution, no-fault divorce, same-sex marriage, and abortion. These changes
spring from a larger rejection of the Christian worldview in Western society.
There is an urgent need for the Anglican Church in North America to review our Anglican teaching and enrich our practice in areas relating to marriage. To this end, the College approved the formation of a task force, to be chaired by the
Rev. Dr. Stephen Noll, that will work to strengthen marriage by developing a comprehensive provincial marriage initiative. This initiative will consider marriage from a variety of interlocking perspectives: theological, liturgical, pastoral, legal, canonical, ecumenical, and public policy.
Holy Orders Task Force
The Holy Orders Task Force currently is working on Phase Three of its stated procedure. In this phase, the task force is
focusing on the manner in which ecclesiology relates to ordination and holy orders. In 2014, the Task Force met on
March 20-21 (Ft. Worth, TX), May 14-15 (Bedford, TX), September 25-26 (Pittsburgh, PA), and November 20-21
(Bedford, TX). With the help of several outside scholars, the task force has developed working documents to assist with
its task.
(Continued on page 7)
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As was the case with the previous phase, the task force found it helpful to identify and summarize what the formularies
say about the particular issues related to this phase of work. This represents the commonly accepted foundation, which
forms the basis for discussion. The task force also has been working to identify those perspectives on ordination which
lead to divergent understandings within our tradition about the nature of ordination and holy orders. This includes, but
is not limited to, women’s ordination. By examining the premises upon which varying perspectives are based, the bishops will be in a better position to discuss a way forward in resolving the concerns about how holy orders are understood
and function in the life of the Province.
Anglican Unity Task Force
The Anglican Unity Task Force reported on its work to facilitate simplifying the overlapping structures of our Church,
particularly for the sake of the coming generations of leadership. While the task force does not have authority to mandate realignments, it hopes to foster conversations and create clear processes for local review of parish and diocesan
alignments, with a particular focus on times of succession for rectors or bishops.
Multi-ethnic Ministry
We discussed our commitment to multi-ethnicity as an essential element of our life as a Church and our witness to the
wider North American culture. We celebrated the advances being made by our growing Latino works as evidenced by
Caminemos Juntos, gave thanks for developments among our Asian brothers and sisters as led by Bishop Stephen
Leung, and gave thanks for the contributions of African-American bishops, clergy and members of our Church. We
identified the significant need for growth in our engagement with the greater African-American community, and are
planning a symposium to help us chart a faithful way to honor this Gospel imperative and minister to this critical need in
our current culture.
Other Provincial Initiatives
We received a number of other ministry reports. The Young Anglicans Project shared a short but poignant video about
young people who are spiritually lost and unconnected. We were, however, encouraged by a program that is being piloted in the Diocese of Pittsburgh which pairs young people in a one-on-one discipling relationship with an older Christian. The reports of its effectiveness are very encouraging.
Our emphasis on church planting continues with some exciting developments, particularly in new work among minorities. The Rev. Dan Alger, Canon for Church Planting, is facilitating the next chapter of church planting in the province,
and has begun bringing together key church planting leaders from dioceses and regional networks in order to share wisdom and resources.
The Provincial Retirement Fund task force reported on important work being done to strengthen and improve the retirement plan of the Anglican Church in North America by merging the ACNA retirement plan with that of the Convocation of Anglicans in North America (CANA) and other diocesan and parish plans. This will result in greater buying
power in the retirement plan marketplace, reduce management fees, provide superior fiduciary oversight, allow for greater ease of movement within our Province and is intended to improve the rate of return for all plan participants.
(Continued on page 8)
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International Affairs
A report on international affairs was presented by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bill Atwood, Dean of International Affairs. His report celebrated the scope of global relationships that bless the Anglican Church in North America. We have relationships of full communion and recognition from the vast majority of the world’s Anglicans, and have robust mission partnerships with many Provinces.

We heard reports from Sharon Steinmiller on behalf of the Anglican Global Mission Partners (AGMP) and Bill Deiss,
Executive Director of the Anglican Relief and Development Fund (ARDF), about the breadth of outreach in which our
Province is engaged. There is a large and growing number of missionaries deployed around the world and a host of projects being undertaken. Canon Deiss reported that ARDF has funded over $6.5 million in 133 projects in more than 40
countries. All of these projects have been prioritized and approved by the ARDF board which is made up of Anglican
Primates from both the Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (GFCA) and the Global South. In addition, it was
noted that our relationships with leaders from Youth With a Mission (YWAM) have led to hosting a Discipleship Training School program for the Province.
We also discussed the grave tear in the fabric of the Anglican Communion caused by decisions of some provinces and
dioceses to depart from historic faith and practice. Inspired by the witness of provinces abroad, we are committed to
upholding and proclaiming Biblical truth as members of the Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans.

We have also identified “point bishops” to help facilitate communication and relationships with each of the sixteen
provinces where we have many friends and joint activities.

Ecumenical Affairs
A report on ecumenical relationships was presented by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Ray Sutton, Dean of Ecumenical Affairs.
The Anglican Church in North America is engaged in eight different ecumenical dialogues: Roman Catholic Church,
Orthodox Church in America, Polish National Catholic Church, North American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod, Messianic Jewish churches, Good News Methodists, and Presbyterian Church in America.
Each dialogue committee is led by a member of the College, and we heard brief updates on the status of each dialogue.
One of the highlights was Archbishop Duncan’s reflections on the experience of the seven members of the GFCA who
were invited to the Vatican’s Humanum Colloquium on the complementarity of man and woman. A second high point
in these conversations has been the warming of relationships with the Orthodox Church in America, punctuated in October by a visit with Metropolitan Hilarion (Russian Orthodox) and Metropolitan Tikhon (OCA).
Archbishop Beach noted that in an increasingly secular time, it is all the more essential to be working across denominational lines as we seek to reach our culture with the Gospel.

Conclusion
We leave this meeting of the College with hearts that are thankful for God’s love for us and for His providential care. As
we take the next steps to reach North America with the transforming love of Jesus Christ, we continue to invite your
prayers for our Church and for the nations we serve. To God be the glory.

Pictures and videos from the meeting can be found by clicking here.
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“WALK IN THE LIGHT”
REVISTA 4TH Day Weekend # 5 REUNION

WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:
WHAT:

Saturday, March 7, 2015
1:00PM Revista Reunion
St. Mary’s Fresno (6175 E. Kings Canyon Rd)
All are invited for a wonderful reunion of old and new friends. All Sponsors and
Candidates from the A4D Wkend#5 must attend…everyone from the communities
should attend! Hear the testimonies of how A4D Weekend has changed people’s
lives after returning home. Come, share, worship, and rejoice in song!!

OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER:
May 2, 2015
June 6, 2015
July 11, 2015

Ultreya at St. Judes, Tehachapi at 1:00PM / Council Meeting at 10am
Ultreya at St. Paul’s Visalia at 1:00PM / Council Meeting at 10am
Ultreya at Trinity Bakersfield at 1:00PM / Council Meeting at 10am

JULY 30TH – AUG 2ND ANGLICAN 4TH WEEKEND #6 AT ECCO
February 2015
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Diocesan Vestry Retreats
January 30 - February 1, 2015
&
February 6-8, 2015
Speaker: The Rev. Canon J. Philip Ashey
The Lay Leadership Institute is organized by the American Anglican Council and has been described as perhaps the best lay leaders program yet held in the Anglican Church in North America.
The three-day event (Friday-Sunday) is designed to inform and equip lay leaders to better serve
their parish and diocese. Topics range from basic principles of Anglican governance (parish, diocesan, national), Biblical leadership principles for vestry members, how to deal with conflicts in the
local church in transparent and collegial ways that actually promote mission and church growth, an
overview of what’s happening in the Anglican Communion and much more. The Lay Leadership
Institute encourages laity to be informed, involved and empowered in order to fulfill the Great
Commission through their church.
Private: $149
Doubles & Quads: $99
Day Use & R.V.: $70
Sadie Beling
Program Coordinator
Evergreen Conference Center
Oakhurst
43803 Hwy 41
Oakhurst, CA 93644
ph. 559.683.8162
fax. 559.683.4971
www.ECCOyosemite.org
Sadie@eccoyosemite.org
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Diocesan Winter Youth Retreat
A Christian retreat offered by the
Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin
to share the good news of Jesus with students
both in the church and outside of the church,
and to encourage a life of discipleship.

Mind

Body

Heart

What does our faith have to do with these aspects of our lives? Join us at this years’ Winter Retreat and find out how we use our minds, bodies and hearts to meet God.

St. James’ Anglican Cathedral
4147 East Dakota Ave
Fresno, CA
(559) 222-3721

Friday, 2/27, 7 pm—Sunday, 3/1, 10 am
$40

Some scholarships available

Registration Deadline: 2/15/15
Click here for Registration Forms

For questions contact
Fr. Paul Gibbons, St. Paul's, Visalia
559-732-4821
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St. Andrew’s Anglican Church of the Desert
Daughters of the Holy Cross
Present a

Workshop/Quiet Day
On Prayer & Healing
The focus will be on inner healing prayer. An introduction to inner healing prayer, the steps to doing it,
a demonstration of it, and opportunities for those in attendance to experience it and/or practice it will be
presented. There will be scriptural references and talk about preparing to pray, forgiveness, etc.

Speakers: The Rev. Dr. Joyce Miriam Brooks & Martha Menees
2034 West Ave. K-4, Lancaster, California 93536

February 21, 2015 ~ 9 am—2 pm
Continental Breakfast & Salad Bar Lunch
All are Welcome!
RSVP to Sharon Collier
661-609-0821
mezzo.sharon@gmail.com
The Rev. Dr. Joyce Miriam Brooks

Martha Menees

Pastor Joyce is a priest who serves God
both in the church and the marketplace.
She is an assisting priest at St. James Anglican Church in Newport Beach, CA
where she helps with pastoral care, healing prayer and sacramental ministry.
She has a special call to minister to
women who have been sexually abused; she also has an interest in the theology of work.

Martha is a caregiver in Orange
County and is a member of St.
James Anglican Church. She became interested in disabilities of
the body, heart, and mind when
serving on the mission field in
Zimbabwe in the 1990’s. She has
since worked in the disability ministry of Joni Eareckson Tada, become a licensed
massage therapist, and more recently has become a
Licensed Vocational Nurse. Martha has a deep
appreciation for inner healing prayer empowered
by the Holy Spirit to set captives free. Martha lives
in Santa Ana with her husband The Rev. Richard
A. Menees who currently serves as interim vicar at
All Saints, Bakersfield.

As a minister with Artists in Christian Testimony, Intl., Pastor
Joyce does evangelism and discipleship in the business community of La Habra, CA where she has lived since 1993. Her
first career was as a nonprofit professional and she earned a
Ph.D. in Educational Studies with an emphasis in Non-Profit
Leadership from Talbot School of Theology. She also offers
workshops to equip individuals to flourish at work.
February 2015
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Malawi Flooding Affects
More Than 600,000
ARDF has received an urgent relief appeal from The Rt. Rev. Brighton Vita Malasa, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese
of Upper Shire in Malawi. We urge your prayer and support for our brothers and sisters in Christ suffering displacement and destruction of property.

Pray:

February 2015

O GOD, merciful and compassionate,
who is ever ready to hear the prayers of those who put their trust in you;
Graciously hear us who call upon you, and grant us your help in this our need;
hold back the floodwaters and still the torrent;
relieve the suffering of those afflicted by this disaster;
and pour out your blessing and protection;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN

(Continued on page 14)
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Torrential rain has been falling in Malawi since early January resulting in massive flooding throughout much of the
country. The ongoing crisis has prompted Malawi’s president to declare a state of disaster in 15 of the nation’s 28 districts.
Thankfully, these floods have resulted in only 79 confirmed deaths so far, yet the scale of the disaster is staggering:
more than 170,000 people have been displaced and more than 600,000 affected.
Local Anglicans in Malawi are among those suffering from displacement and severe property damage. As rain continues, the crisis has been intensifying and will require significant response over the coming days and weeks.
Please consider giving generously to our brothers and sisters in Malawi! Click here to donate.
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Rediscover and Remember

“For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”
- Romans 8:22-23
The season of Lent is an important time of reflection and repentance in the Anglican Church. Based upon
Jesus’ forty days of fasting in the wilderness, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (February 18th, 2015) and concludes on
Easter Sunday (April 5th, 2015). It gives us the opportunity to remember and acknowledge the brokenness in our own
lives and in the world around us. We recall that we are all equally poor–whether spiritually or materially–before God,
and equally accepted because of his radical grace.
ARDF is overjoyed to offer free Lenten resources to help you and your congregation rediscover Lent and
prepare for Easter.
Through these materials, you will connect with millions of other Anglicans celebrating Lent around the world this
year and learn about the issues affecting their communities. We will be reminded that we observe Lent not just as individuals, but as churches, communities, and countries. As we encounter poverty around the world, we will enter
into this penitential season and recognize our own poverty of spirit and reliance on God’s unconditional
grace.
(Continued on page 16)
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This year, we will focus especially on ARDF’s work in Myanmar (Burma), and how you can get involved in
this life-transforming partnership.
With our prayer guide, you will learn something new each day about our brothers and sisters in Christ living in Myanmar. With our mite boxes, you will have the opportunity to place a small donation in your mite box on their behalf.
Most importantly, though, we will offer suggested daily prayers for those suffering in poverty and oppression this Lent.

Mite Boxes
Calendar/Prayer Guide
Poster

//Preview Materials//

// Request Materials //

Please join us in reflecting upon the Grace of Christ and responding with generosity and compassion.
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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