
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

T he last weekend in January and the first weekend in Feb-
ruary approximately 115 leaders of the Diocese of San 

Joaquin gathered at our conference center in Oakhurst (ECCO) 
to participate in the Leadership Initiative.  This was the third 
Vestry & Leadership Retreat and God willing will continue to be 
an annual event.  
 

This year the Reverend Canon Philip Ashey of the American An-
glican Council was our retreat leader and he did a masterful job 
of leading the participants through exercises to analyze the health 
of our congregations; to build upon our strengths and to turn 
around our weaknesses.  
 

I am as your bishop, along with the diocesan leadership, commit-
ted to train, equip, encourage and support clergy and lay leaders 
to bring people to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.  This is 
our mission, this is our goal, and this is the very fabric of our 
present and our future as individual congregations and a diocese.  
 

Each year this retreat has grown and I pray that next year’s Ves-
try & Leaders retreat will grow even more by equipping, empow-
ering and strengthening our congregations.  
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March 1—Bishop @ St. John’s,   
Porterville 

March 8—Bishop @ St. Luke’s, 
Merced 

March 10—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

March 11-12—Gathering of Western 
Bishops at ECCO 

March 15—Bishop @ St. Timothy’s, 
Bishop and Trinity Memorial, Lone 
Pine 

March 21—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

March 22—Bishop @ St. Mark’s, 
Shafter 

March 26—Mass of Chrism 

April 2-3—Diocesan Offices Closed 

April 4—Bishop @ St. James’ Angli-
can Cathedral for Great Vigil of 
Easter 

April 5—Bishop @ St. James’ Angli-
can Cathedral 

April 6-7—Diocesan Offices Closed 

April 7-13—Bishop on Vacation 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Did You Know? 

 Fr. John Combs officially retired on February 8th.  Thankfully Fr. John and Ann will remain here in the diocese to 
assist as supply clergy.  

 Fr. David Brown was named Vicar of St. Andrew’s, Lancaster and will soon be installed.  

 Fr. Jack Faucett was named Vicar of Jesus our Savior, Modesto and will soon be installed.  

Evangelism 
 

Grace, Turlock introduced a simple and easy way to share the faith and invite someone to church; A simply business 
card with the church name, address and service time on one side and a scripture verse on the other. 
 

Here is one example of how this works given from the perspective of a parishioner at Grace:  
 

I just read this on Facebook.  It was written by one of our congregants, Gerry Preston about a recent opportunity to 
share one of the cards that have been distributed for all to utilize.  This is effective, blessing evangelism at its best: 
 

"A Muslim man from Yemen owns a convenience store here in Patterson. I went in to get some Red Bulls. I handed 
him one of our church's calling cards. On the back is the verse Numbers 6:24-26. I then said, "I am giving you this card 
because I want you to be blessed today!" His face lit up. He asked me, "Are you a Christian?!" I said, "Yes." He then 
said, "I believe that Jesus was a wonderful prophet. Do you believe this?" I said, "I believe Jesus is God." He then told 
me, "This is where you and I differ." I said, "I know." He said a few other things then I told him I had to leave. He 
asked me if I could come talk to him some more. I said, “Of course I can.” The best way to respond to the people of 
Islam is to show them the love of Christ. After all, all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God. Only Christ can 
save you from sin; He offers His gift to all mankind!" 
 

"I've been contemplating talking to the man for awhile. Your testimony this morning inspired me. He commented that 
he might actually come to church with me one Sunday. I told him I am going to hold him to it."  

(Continued from page 1) 

The Rev. Canon J. Philip Ashey,  
Bishop Menees, & Tyrone M. Bragg 
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LEARN—TEACH—APPLY 
 

We retain only a portion of what we learn, and we lose some of what we retain very quickly.  We retain more infor-
mation if, within a few days, we teach what we learned.  After teaching what we’ve learned, we then need to apply 
it, as soon as possible. 

February 6-8, 2015, I participated in the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin Vestry/Bishop’s Committee Retreat.  
The Retreat was led by the Rev. Canon J. Philip Ashey, an outstanding teacher and mentor.  The training content 
was both informative and very useful.  I was privileged to meet privately with Cn. Ashey who provided me with 
valuable information and direction.  

February 11th, I met with our Bishop’s Committee to provide a brief overview of the information presented during 
the retreat. 

February 28th, St. Timothy’s Bishop’s Committee will hold its annual retreat.  The training topic will be the infor-
mation provided by Cn. Ashey at the Retreat earlier in the month.  The Committee will then discuss a vision and 
strategy for building a new St. Timothy’s Anglican Church.  This church is to be for Christ and in Constant Daily 
Prayer, while asking the Holy Spirit for help and guidance.  

Remember the principle: LEARN—TEACH—APPLY 

 

I.A. Flores 

St. Timothy’s Anglican Church, Bishop 



March 2015 
THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 4 

Archbishop's Ash Wednesday Message  
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent in the Christian Church year. For those of us who will 
gather in churches around North America and receive the imposition of ashes as a sign of our repentance and mortali-
ty, we will be challenged to follow Jesus in our lives, examine ourselves for the sins of which we need to repent, and 
be encouraged to take on spiritual disciplines which draw us into holiness by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  

This year as you prayerfully examine your own life during Lent, I want to encourage you to look for your sins of ne-
glect.  What are your sins of omission?  "What is God asking me to do which I am refusing to do?" 

  

Am I neglecting my time alone with God? 
Am I neglecting feeding the poor? 
Am I neglecting speaking out against evil? 
Am I neglecting teaching my children about my faith in Jesus? 
Am I neglecting taking care of my body? 
Am I neglecting praying for and loving my enemies? 
Am I neglecting returning to the Lord His portion of my earnings? 
Am I neglecting caring for those in pain around me? 
Am I neglecting time with my spouse? 

  

The list could go on and on. You get the point: What are my sins of neglect of which I need to repent? 

 

In trying to deal with my sins of neglect, I have noticed two issues which seem to arise.  Firstly, to repent of these sins 
costs me time.  They usually take time to accomplish, which means that if I am going to follow God's leading and re-
pent, then I am going to have to stop doing something that I am currently doing in order to make time for it.  To min-
ister to the needy means I have to give up time doing something else.  To spend more time studying the Scriptures 
means I am going to have to give up time doing something else. 
  

Secondly, I have noticed that, more often than not, I am blinded to my sins of neglect.  It takes someone else, a ser-
mon, the Scriptures, a book, or a friend to point them out to me.  I am afraid this is a pattern for most of us. We don't 
think we have an issue, and then the Holy Spirit convicts us and brings it to our attention.  Because they are usually 
blind spots, this means we are used to living with them; they are comfortable in our lives.  To repent will make us un-
easy and it is often difficult!  We have to be intentional, and oftentimes, we need someone to hold us accountable. 
  

Jesus wants us to repent so we can experience the Kingdom of Heaven in our lives on earth. We often pray in the 
Lord's Prayer: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Our sins of neglect truly get in the way of this. 
  

As you walk through the Season of Lent this year, prayerfully look for your sins of neglect. When the Lord reveals 
them to you, repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
  

 
 The Most Rev. Dr.  Foley Beach 

Archbishop and Primate  
Anglican Church in North America 
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Sequoia Deanery Medical Mission 
The Sequoia Deanery Mission was established in 1998 when a group of eight people responded to God's call and 
went to a small village in Honduras to work on a construction project at the local Episcopal Church. A group of elev-
en returned the following year to do an additional project at the same church which is located in the village of 
Cuyamilito. Since then, a total of fifteen missions have taken place with thirteen of them being medical missions. The 
team served the people of Cuyamilito for eight years and then moved to a smaller, more remote village in the moun-
tains by the name of Matazanalez where we served for four years. Taking a break from Honduras due to an uptick in 
criminal activity, the team worked with an American doctor by the name of Townsend Cooper in the slums of Lima 
Peru for two years. Although we enjoyed serving in Peru, those of us who had been to Honduras many times were 
eager to return, which we did this past summer.  (Continued on page 6) 
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The team that served in Honduras last August was made up of 
eleven people from the United States and four support staff 
from Honduras. Warm weather and old friends greeted us in a 
wonderful homecoming. Although some people had concerns 
for our safety in Honduras, we never felt any sense of danger. 
The people we encountered were warm and appreciative of 
our help. The three doctors on our team treated approximate-
ly 450 people in the five days that our clinic was open.  

The Sequoia Deanery Mission has served a total of approxi-
mately 6,000 patients over the years. Eleven doctors have par-
ticipated in the medical missions along with an estimated 230 
support staff some of which were dentists, nurses, pharma-
cists, nurse practitioners and dental hygienists. We have also 
had sixteen teenagers who have been a part of our support 
staff over the years. This has been a wonderful growth experi-
ence for them and at least four of them have gone on to do 
work in the medical field.  

 

Plans are being made for mission number sixteen this summer. We are planning on returning to the village of Mataza-
nalez, in Honduras. The week of June 28th is the tentative date that has been set. The team is meeting on a regular ba-
sis and participating in various activities to raise the needed funds for medications and supplies.  

We are looking for additional team 
members, especially doctors, nurses, 
dentists, and veterinarians, to partici-
pate in this life changing adventure. If 
you would like to have more infor-
mation about possibly joining our 
team, contact Sue Nyberg at 733-8244 
or Betty Blackmon at 733-0723. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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“WALK IN THE LIGHT” 
REVISTA   4TH Day Weekend # 5 REUNION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEN:   Saturday, March 7, 2015  

TIME:    1:00PM  Revista Reunion 

WHERE:   St. Mary’s Fresno  (6175 E. Kings Canyon Rd) 

WHAT:   All are invited for a wonderful reunion of  old and new friends.  All Sponsors and 
  Candidates from the A4D Weekend #5 must attend…everyone from the communi-
  ties should attend!  Hear the testimonies of  how A4D Weekend has changed peo-
  ple’s lives after returning home.  Come, share, worship, and rejoice in song!!   
 

OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER:   

May 2, 2015      Ultreya at St. Judes, Tehachapi at 1:00PM / Council Meeting at 10am 

June 6, 2015      Ultreya at St. Paul’s Visalia at 1:00PM  / Council Meeting at 10am 

July 11, 2015     Ultreya at Trinity Bakersfield at 1:00PM / Council Meeting at 10am 

JULY 30TH – AUG 2ND  ANGLICAN 4TH WEEKEND #6 AT ECCO 

http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/
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Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst 

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
Sadie@eccoyosemite.org   

Spring Clergy Retreat 
April 27-29, 2015  

 
Retreat begins with registration at 4 pm and follows with dinner at 6 pm on Monday and closes 
after Breakfast on Wednesday. 

Per person pricing for 2 nights, 5 meals if  registered before April 13th: 
Double & Quad $99  
Day Use $70 
 
Private rooms are available on a case by case basis at the rate of  $189 
 
Any registrations received after April 13th will pay full price. 

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
mailto:sadie@eccoyosemite.org
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A Sad Passing in Minnesota 

 
Please join me in remembering a great icon of the 
entertainment community.The Pillsbury Doughboy 
died today in Minneapolis of a yeast infection and 
traumatic complications from repeated pokes in 
the belly. He was 71.  
   
Doughboy was buried in a lightly greased coffin. 
Dozens of celebrities turned out to pay their re-
spects, including Mrs. Butterworth, Hungry Jack, 
the California Raisins, Betty Crocker, the Hostess 
Twinkies, and Captain Crunch. The gravesite was 
piled high with flours. Aunt Jemima delivered the 
eulogy and lovingly described Doughboy as a man 
who never knew how much he was kneaded.  
   
Born and bread in Minnesota, Doughboy rose 
quickly in show business, but his later life was 
filled with turnovers. He was not regarded as a very 
smart cookie, wasting much of his dough on half-
baked schemes. Despite being a little flaky at 
times, he still was a crusty old man and served as a 
positive role model for millions.  
   
Doughboy is survived by his wife, Play Dough, 
three children: John Dough, Jane Dough, and 
Dosey Dough, plus they had one in the oven. He is 
also survived by his elderly father, Pop Tart.  
   
The funeral was held at 3:50 for about 20 min.  
   
If you smiled while reading this, please rise to the 
occasion and pass it on to someone having a 
crumby day and kneading a lift.  
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

March 2015 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

