
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

The following is the sermon that I gave at the ordeination on April 25, 2015. 

 
DIACONAL ORDINATION: BERGHUIS, MANN, 

STUGLEMEYER & SWEENEY 
 

“[7] How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
who brings good news,”             (Isaiah 52:7a) 

 
OK deep breath in… breath out… yes you can pinch yourselves 
– it is real – you are being ordained today. I know that for the 
four of you this has a long journey – full of twists and turns, 
struggles – internal and external – hoops to jump over, deadlines 
to meet, examinations and more examinations. But God in his 
infinite wisdom, and perfect timing, has brought the four of you 
together at this very moment in this beautiful cathedral, onto this 
holy ground, on this the Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist, to set 
you apart for the work and ministry of a deacon! From this 
moment on your lives will be forever changed because what 
happens here is of the Lord God Himself! This is not simply a 
nice ceremony with all sorts of pomp and circumstance.  This is a 
change and transformation in your lives, your relationships, your 
character and the very fabric of your being.  In short, you are 
about to be turned upside down and inside out for the good of 
the Lord, His bride the Church, and for the people of God. 
 
How appropriate then that today we in the church celebrate the 
Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist. St. Mark is, of course, the au-
thor of the gospel that bares his name – or more appropriately 
said – he is the instrument that the Holy Spirit used to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ – in what we know as the Gospel of 
Mark! I say that because God has called the four of you to 

The San Joaquin 
Anglican 

Bishop’s Schedule 
And 

Diocesan Calendar 

VOL  4  May 2015  ISSUE 5 

 

May 3—Bishop @ Epiphany, 
Corcoran 

May 10—Bishop @ Disciple’s, 
Anaheim 

May 10—Bishop Ordaining     
Stephen Veselsky to                  
the Sacred Order of Priests        
@ Epiphany, La Mirada 

May 12—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

May 16—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

May 17—Bishop @ St. Philip’s, 
Coalinga 

May 20-22—Bishop @ Nashotah 
House for Commencement 

May 24—Bishop @ Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Fresno 

May 31—Bishop @ Trinity,     
Bakersfield 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/


May 2015 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 2 

equally be His instruments to share the Good News of Jesus Christ! Think about that for a moment – God has called 
you – the church has confirmed that call – and you’ve been trained and tested for one thing only – to be God’s instru-
ment of love in a broken and fallen world! Now we don’t know much about Mark – he is believed by many to be the 
young man in the Garden of Gethsemane who was following the arrested Jesus: “[51] And a young man followed 
him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him, [52] but he left the linen cloth and 
ran away naked.” (Mark 14:51-52 ESV)  
 
Years ago, in Middle School New Testament class, that passage always got snickers from the boys.  But brothers – let 
me tell you here and now – as ordained, submitted, and convicted followers of Jesus Christ, not only should you expect 
for authorities to try to seize you – you should welcome it – because the great irony of being a servant of the Lord is that 
the closer you get to Jesus, the more dangerous it is – and at the same time the more protected you are. As King David 
wrote: “[4] Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4 ESV) 
 
Brothers, not only are you called to be followers of Jesus Christ – you are called to walk with Him and even to go ahead 
of Him as His messengers. Again, we heard from the prophet Isaiah in the first lesson this afternoon: “[7] How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings 
good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” (Isaiah 52:7 ESV) 
 
Not surprisingly on this special day, the scriptures are rich with evangelical fervor. We heard from the Prophet Isaiah, 
which I just read to you.  We heard from St. Paul and his letter to the Ephesians on unity of ministry in a diversity of 
gifts, and we heard from the Gospel of Mark and the arrival on the scene of John the Baptist. Trying to figure out what 
to say with such rich scriptures is always a challenge – and like most preachers, I want to say it all – but that would be a 
mistake – and wouldn’t set a very good example for you – so I am going to limit myself to talking about the servant 
ministry that God has called you to – and equipped you for! 
 
The Ordinal points to three primary areas of ministry for Deacons: Public Worship, Evangelism & Discipleship, and 
Equipping the Saints in serving the sick, the poor and the helpless. 
 
1. Public Worship 
 
What an awesome honor and privilege God has given to deacons to assist in leading public worship. In assisting in Pub-
lic Worship, the ministry of a deacon is to be an aid to the worshipers gathered.  
 
Publicly proclaiming the gospel and preaching the Good News of Jesus Christ requires our very best study, effort and 
preparation. Brothers when you do this you represent the church, you represent your bishop, AND most importantly 
you represent Jesus Himself! In preaching, you have the opportunity to speak the Truth, in love, as we heard from the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians, to a gathering of believers who are being assaulted daily by the lies and innuendos of the 
devil. 
 
It is the role of the deacon to gather up the prayers of the people and lift them heavenward. To do that effectively means 
you need to be in the midst of the people – both in the church and outside of the church.  
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And you are called to invite the people to self-examination and repentance. These are not pro-forma acts but the very 
heart of worship – asking men and women – boys and girls to repent and return to the Lord! 
 
2. Evangelism & Discipleship 
 
The Gospel lesson from Mark 1 that Deacon Francie just read describes John the Baptist coming on the scene – telling 
about the Good News of God, calling people to repentance and baptizing them in the River Jordan. While I don’t re-
commend John’s style of dress or food – or even shouting out: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come?” (Matthew 3:7 ESV) I do highly recommend following St. Paul’s advice that we heard in Ephesians 
4 – Speak the Truth in Love! (Ephesians 4:15) To speak the Truth in Love means that we must call people to 
repentance.  We cannot experience God’s saving Grace if we do not believe ourselves in need of it! 
 
Love the people you encounter enough to name sin and point the remedy for that sin! In a few moments I will present 
you each with a bible and I will say the words: Take the Authority to read the Gospel in the Church of God and to 
preach the same!  Brothers preach the word authoritatively - if you don’t preach with authority and conviction – don’t 
preach at all! 
 
However, Evangelism is only the first step in the process.  Discipleship – is where we bring it home! Too many people 
have heard the Word of God, repented and believed but never were matured in their faith! Upon ordination comes an 
extra responsibility –one that you will be held accountable for in the last judgment – that you disciple people through 
word and deed in such a way that you will stand before the Lord with joy at fulfilling your ministry. St. Paul wrote: 
“[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, [13] until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ, [14] so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.” (Ephesians 4:11-14) 
 
3. Equipping the Saints in Serving the Sick, the Poor, and the Helpless! 
 
When we think of the Sacred Order of Deacon, it is hard not to call to mind, Acts chapter 6 and the selection of men 
full of the Holy Spirit: Stephen and Philip, Prochorus and Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolaus. TODAY BROTH-
ERS YOUR NAMES ARE BEING ADDED TO THIS LIST! Why were these first seven called?  To distribute food to 
the widows and orphans – those who were on the edge of society and the cusp of disaster. But it is important to note 
that caring for the sick, the poor and the vulnerable is not the duty of the deacon alone – that sacred responsibility falls 
upon all Baptized Christians! 
 
It is the duty of the deacons to make the needs of a broken world known to the church and to equip the saints to go out 
into the world to serve. And, of course, Matthew 25 is so clear – when we equip the saints to serve the sick and dying, 
those lost and alone – they really serve Jesus! Which brings us full circle back to Worship where we began! 
 
YOU SEE THESE THREE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES OF A DEACON – WORSHIP, TEACHING 
AND SERVING ARE NOT RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE.  
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In fact, you can’t really do one without doing the other. These aspects of ministry flow in and out, one with another so 
that in many ways they become indistinguishable. As you are discipling a brother or sister, you are equipping them for 
service; as you proclaim the gospel, you are evangelizing and discipling; and as you go out to serve, you are worshiping 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 
 
THE CHARGE 
 
OK all of that being said – brothers will you please stand.  
 
Philip, Dennis, Jeff & Jim: In the name of God and this Church I charge you:  
 
To remember that you are not here by mistake – and you are not here based on your own merit. God called you from 
the womb and made you his servant.  He has equipped you, and will continue to equip you, to Preach the Word of God, 
to Disciple the adopted Children of God, and to serve the most vulnerable in our midst.  
 
To remember that you are to live a life that reflects the dignity of your calling.  Remember that your actions speak louder 
than your words.  
 
To remember that you are not alone – God will be with you and guide you every step of the way – I as your bishop 
pledge to walk with you – your brother and sister clergy promise to support you – and the church will never abandon 
you!  And to that I say… AMEN! 
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Did You Know? 

 That on April 15th The Rev. Jack Faucett was installed as the Second Vicar of Jesus Our Savior, Modesto? 
 

 That on April 25th Philip Berghuis, Dennis Mann, Jeff Stugelmeyer and James Sweeney were ordained 
to the Sacred Order of Deacons in St. James' Cathedral? 

 

 That on Wednesday, April 29th, the newest park in the City of Sanger was named the Williams Family Park af-
ter Keith and Deacon Jane Williams?  Keith died back in 1991 and Dcn. Jane continues on the family tradi-
tion of service to the community. 

 

 That Christ Church, Lemoore has a new vicar?  We welcome the Rev. Aaron & Sarah Prosser along with 
their children Samuel, Eleanor and ? (Due in July). 

 

 That escrow has closed on the new property for Trinity, Bakersfield?  They hope to break ground on the 
new buildings this year. 

 
 
 

for 

 
Fr. Ron & Linda Parry 

June 20, 2015, 3:00 pm 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church, Merced 

More info in the June Edition of the San Joaquin Anglican 
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Urgent Relief Appeal:  

Nepal Earthquake 
 
ARDF is partnering with Anglicans in Nepal to provide urgent relief  to communities affected by a 
recent devastating earthquake. Please join with us as we reflect the love of  Christ in the midst of  this 
tragedy. 
 

How you can get involved: 
      
Pray: 

Compassionate God, draw near to our brothers and sisters in Nepal in this time of  sorrow and anguish, comfort those 

who mourn, strengthen those who are weary, encourage those in despair, and lead us all to fullness of  life; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one 

God for ever and ever.  Amen 

 
Give: 

 // Donate Now // 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ARDF is working with trusted partners on the ground to respond: 

ACROSS is a crisis relief  ministry under the Diocesan Mission 
Board of  The Diocese of  Singapore working directly in Nepal. 

The REC Church has several congregations in Nepal. 
 

Fact-Sheet: 
 On April 25th a massive 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck just 

northwest of  Nepal’s capital city, Kathmandu. 

 The quake toppled hundreds of  buildings, reducing homes, offices, and entire city blocks to rub-
ble. 

 More than 3,500 are confirmed dead, and the death toll is expected to rise significantly as rescue 
workers continue to reach more remote areas. 

 Traumatized survivors are in desperate need of  shelter, food, water, and sanitation as devastating 
aftershocks continue to the shake the region. 

SOURCE: http://reliefweb.int/disaster/eq-2015-000048-npl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will 

supply what you need. Then there will be equality.    2 Corinthians 8:14 

(Continued from page 7) 
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ACW Spring Day 2015 
 

Hosted by St. Mary’s, Fresno 
 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
6175 E. Kings Canyon Road, Fresno, CA 93727 

 

9:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 
9:30 am – 2:40 pm Eucharist, Take Away Craft, Lunch, and Breakout Sessions 

 

Tickets are $15.00 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please detach bottom portion of ticket and return with your check) 
 

 
Attendee Name: _______________________________________  
Name of Church: _______________________________________ 
 
Breakout Sessions are:  
 

 >  “Walking with Jesus through the Seasons”   Cynthia Kaitfors 
  (sharing her journal thoughts and encouraging others to strengthen theirs) 
 

 >  “The Good News Club”   
  (exposing children in public schools to the Bible and the Gospel of Salvation) 
 

 >  “Bad Girls of the Bible”    Deacon Frances Levy 
  (discussing some of the “Bad” women of the Bible) 
 

All 3 sessions will include all 3 presentations giving everyone the opportunity to attend all programs. 
 
Please make check payable to St. Mary’s Anglican Church, on the memo line please enter Spring Day 2015 and 
mail to Cynthia Shaheen, 5860 E. Club View Dr., Fresno, CA 93704, no later than Saturday, May 9, 2015. 
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Gerard Family Camp 
July 5-11, 2015  

 
A gathering of  people of  all ages for a week of  fellowship, rest and refreshment, fun and 

games, as well as an opportunity to pray together, learn together, and grow together. 
 

Sunday afternoon, July 5th through the following Saturday, July 11th after breakfast. 

 
Lodging & Meals: 

Price includes 6 nights & 17 meals 
 

Per Person Fee: 
Doubles, Quads, & Dorms $411 

R.V. $321 
 

On reservation please indicate your prayer group preference. 

Please place reservations by June 21. 

 
                

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
Sadie@eccoyosemite.org   

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
mailto:sadie@eccoyosemite.org
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Camp San Joaquin is a Christian camp located in the Sequoia National Forest.  It is off the Generals High-
way at an elevation of 7,500 feet.  For directions to camp, please visit www.CampSanJoaquin.com.  Cabins 
are comfortable but simple and require campers to bring bedding.  Camp San Joaquin has plenty to do and 
see in the big outdoors including biking, swimming, archery, and hiking.  These are all Christian camps of-
fered by the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin.  Our purpose is to invite our students to know and to love Je-
sus and to enjoy the creation that He has given us.   

Students Entering Grades 4-6 

June 28—July 1, 2015 

$225 

For ALL registration 

forms click here 

Cost: $325 

 

 

July 19-24 

2015 

Cost: $325 For grades 9-12 

July 26-31, 2015 

http://www.CampSanJoaquin.com
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.campsanjoaquin.com/
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

May 2015 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

