
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

In 2006 the Diocese of San Joaquin, along with the dioceses of 
Quincy, Fort Worth and Pittsburgh petitioned the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Primates of the Anglican Communion for alter-
native primatial oversight.  At the Primates meeting in Dar es 
Salam, Tanzania, that oversight was granted by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and agreed to by each of the Primates.  However, upon 
return to the United States the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church (TEC) said that she couldn't get the support of the House 
of Bishop's and therefore reneged on the agreement.  This was the 
final straw that led Bishop Schofield and the leadership of the Dio-
cese of San Joaquin (and the other dioceses) to step away from the 
Episcopal Church and come under the Jurisdiction of Archbishop 
Gregory Venables, the Primate of the Province of the Southern 
Cone. We stepped away from TEC on matters of faith and principle 
with the clear understanding that the Episcopal Church had aban-
doned traditional Christian Faith and Doctrine as understood and 
practiced in the Anglican Communion.  In February of this year 
Presiding Bishop Curry finally acknowledged that fact after the Pri-
mates suspended TEC’s voting rights for three years--giving it time 
to correct its theology at the next General Convention.  

We knew that separating from TEC would be costly and likely lead 
to litigation. TEC sued us in 2008 and we've been fighting it out in 
the courts ever since; the longest running court battle in TEC histo-
ry. There have been many twists and turns along the way. We re-
ceived an adverse court ruling from the first trial judge who handled 
the case and we successfully appealed.  The Fifth District Court of 
Appeals reversed the trial court and remanded the case with direc-
tions to apply neutral principles of law to decide who gets the 
church property. But when the case went on trial, the new judge did 
not apply neutral principles and decided the case in TEC’s favor 
once again.  Because our trial was not conducted using the rules 
prescribed by the appellate court, I appealed again to the Fifth Dis-
trict Court of Appeals which is reviewing our case as I write this 
article.  
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March 1—Bishop in Cozad & Arnold, 
NE for burial of Margaret Powers 

March 4-6—Diocesan Winter Youth  
Retreat, St. James’ Cathedral 

March 4-6—Bishop Traveling & @ Jesus 
the Good Shepherd, Henderson, NV 

March 9—Oral Arguments in 5th Circuit 
of Appeals, re: Diocese of San Joaquin 

March 10—Mass of Chrism, St. James’ 
Cathedral 

March 12—Bishop’s Spring Gathering of 
the Daughters, St. James’ Cathedral 

March 13-18—Bishop @ Bishops’ Lead-
ership Training Summit, Asheville, NC 

March 19—Diocesan Council Meeting 

March 20—Palm Sunday 

March 24—Maundy Thursday, Diocesan 
Office Closes at Noon, Bishop @ St. James’ 
Cathedral 

March 25—Good Friday, Diocesan Office 
Closed, Bishop @ St. James’ Cathedral 

March 26—Holy Saturday, Bishop @     
St. James’ Cathedral 

March 27—Easter Sunday, Bishop @    
St. James’ Cathedral 

March 28-29—Diocesan Office Closed 

March 29-April 5—Bishop Menees on 
Vacation 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Recently we received notice from the Fifth District Court of Appeals that oral arguments in our case will take place on March 
9, 2016, at 9:00 a.m., at the State courthouse on 2424 Divisadero Street, Fresno, California.  Oral argument will be heard by a 
three judge panel which has read both sides’ briefs.  The panel will listen to the arguments, ask questions of the attorneys, and 
issue a written decision within 90 days.  Generally the appellate court’s opinion could go one of three ways: 1) a reversal of 
the lower court’s decision with directions to retry; 2) a reversal with direction to enter judgment for our side on some or all 
issues; and, 3) uphold the lower court’s decision against us.  No matter the outcome, we will have an answer to our plea to the 
secular courts for justice.  We in the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin followed all the corporate laws of the State of Califor-
nia AND all canons (laws) of TEC in effect during our separation.  I have asked for, and I believe we will receive, a fair hear-
ing in the appellate court. 
 
However, I am calling upon the entire diocese to join me in prayer and fasting for God's favor on our cause.  We pray that 
God will grant the judges clear, unbiased hearts and minds as they evaluate the entire case applying Neutral Principles of Law.  
We pray that the judges will rule in our favor overturning the decision of the lower court.   
 
Please join me in prayer:  

"Almighty and ever living God.  We come before you bidding your favor in our battle to remain faithful to you and your commandments.  We pray 
you will guide the hearts and minds of the judges as they review the facts of this case.  We pray you to anoint our advocates - Rusty VanRozeboom 
and Allen Haley as they address the court - granting them eloquence and grace.  Ultimately, Father, we join with your son, our savior, Jesus Christ 
and simply pray..."Thy Will be done." All this we ask in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
Did you know? 

That we in the diocese support several missionaries overseas?  Indeed, while we are not a "sending agent" our congregations 
support several missionaries as they spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We bid your prayers for all Christian Missionar-
ies but especially for:  

Fr. David & Mary Beth Alenskis - SAMS Missionaries in Belize, Central America.  Fr. David pastors two congregations 
and an Elementary school.  

Fr. Frank & Anne Bernardi are Frontiers Missions Missionaries in Northern Africa. (Details must be left out for their security)  

Fr. Martin & Rose Bunsy are Global Teams Missionaries in Laos. While Fr. Martin has retired, he still goes back periodical-
ly to support the missions handed over to the Evangelical Church of Laos. 

Fr. Russ & Heidi Smith are SAMS Missionaries in Chile, South America.  Fr. Russ pastors a church in the south of Chile.  

Fr. Steve Veselsky is a SAMS Missionary and is preparing to go to the Czech Republic this summer with the vision of estab-
lishing a retreat center to assist pastors and missionaries working with the persecuted church.  

If you would like to financially support any or all of these missionaries, funds can be sent to the following mission sending 
agencies:  

SAMS - P.O. Box 399, Ambridge, PA. 15003 

Global Teams - 212 Twenty First Street, #2, Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Frontiers Missions - P.O. Box 60730, Phoenix, AZ 85082-0730. 

(Please do not send support checks to the diocese.  It will only slow down the process.)  
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13
th 

Annual Easter Sunrise Service 

St. Francis of Assisi Outdoor Chapel at ECCO 

Sunday, March 27, 2016 

6:30am 

Breakfast follows the service—$12 per person—Reservations Required for Breakfast 
 

Spring Clergy Retreat 

Monday—Wednesday, April 25-27, 2016 

Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 5 meals 
Private: $189, Doubles & Quads: $99, RV or Day Use & Meals: $70 

 
 
                     

 

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco@sti.net   

Click Here to Reserve 

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#reservations


 
 
 

The Anglican 4th Day Weekend No. 7  
                                   is scheduled for July 28th – 31, 2016 
Core Team includes:  
Frank & Carolyn Reed / Janet & Kevin Robinson / Candy Townsend / Jeannie Longman  

Team applications are now being accepted for the Next A4D Weekend. Please submit your applications as soon as 
you can so that the Core Team can start planning.   

For applications, more information, or retreat reservations contact the A4D Lay Director:   
Annie Curtier—1740 W. Jackman St, Lancaster, 93534—call/text 661-433-6889 

Upcoming Ultreyas:  March 12—St. Paul’s, Visalia; April 9—Christ the King, Ridgecrest;  
   May 14—St. Nicholas, Atwater; June 11—St. Jude’s, Tehachapi; July 9—St. Mary’s, Fresno 
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Thursday, March 10, 2016 

10:00 am (Gather at 9:30 am) 
Chapel of the Holy Innocents, St. James’ Cathedral 

 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

March 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

