
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Keep Your Eyes On Jesus 

Recently, the Lord keeps placing in front of me the scripture of 
Jesus Walking on Water from Matthew 14: 22-33.  

"Immediately he (Jesus) made the disciples get into the 
boat and go before him to the other side, while he dis-
missed the crowds.  And after he had dismissed the crowds, 
he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When even-
ing came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was 
a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind 
was against them.  And in the fourth watch of the night he 
came to them, walking on the sea.  But when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, 
“It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear.  But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be 
afraid.”  And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, com-
mand me to come to you on the water.”  He said, “Come.” 
So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and 
came to Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, 
and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.”  Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, 
saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  
And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 
Son of God.” 

This first came to me last summer and I was lead to use this at 
the Lay Leadership Retreat this winter.  I think in so many ways 
it describes the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin.   
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March 29-April 5—Bishop Menees on 
Vacation 

April 9-10—Bishop Traveling & @ St. 
Timothy’s, Bishop & Trinity Memorial, 
Lone Pine 

April 11—Discounted Registration Price 
Deadline for Clergy Retreat, ECCO 

April 12—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

April 14—In-Town Prayer Summit,   
Fresno 

April 16—Diocesan Council Meeting 

April 17—Bishop @ Christ Church,   
Lemoore 

April 20—Bishop @ Christ Church of the 
Sierras, Reno, NV for Confirmations 

April 21—Installation of Fr. Gerry Gross-
man as Vicar @ St. Nicholas, Atwater 

April 24—Bishop @ St. Augustine’s, Hol-
lister (AM) & St. Alban’s, Los Banos (PM) 

April 25-27—Clergy Conference, ECCO 

May 1—Bishop @ Church of the Epipha-
ny, Corcoran 

May 3—Ordination of Ronald Christolear 
to the Order of Deacons @ Trinity Angli-
can, Bakersfield 

May 5—Feast of the Ascension 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Jesus had been teaching and preaching - he'd fed the 5,000 with just a few loaves and fishes - he'd heard of the execution 
of John the Baptist and he commanded the disciples to get into the boat and head across the lake.  Without question the 
disciples obediently got into the boat.   

So too the people of the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin have gotten into the boat - obediently following the directions 
of the Lord to be faithful and true to the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Eight years ago when we disaffiliated from the 
Episcopal Church, we didn't know where that boat would take us but we knew we must be obedient to Jesus and faith-
ful to 2000 years of Orthodox teaching in the church.  

Like the disciples we have found out boat beaten and battered by the wind and the waves.  The Episcopal Church has 
relentlessly and consistently sought to take the resources and property of the diocese from the men and women who 
built them and saved them over the years.  Time and again we've offered a negotiated settlement and all negotiations 
have been refused. Bishop Schofield reached out to Archbishop Williams and I have twice reached out to the Archbish-
op of Canterbury, Justin Welby, asking him to negotiate a settlement between us and TEC.  I made it clear that I would 
meet anywhere in the world at any time and submit to his authority.  All of our attempts to find a godly solution that 
didn't involve the courts have been rebuffed by TEC or simply ignored by Canterbury.  

Still we are faithful and keeping our eyes on Jesus who has called us not only to cross the lake but to get out of our boat. 
What a joy and pleasure to see men and women of Faith regularly stepping out of the boat in faith across the diocese.  
St. Anselm's, Elk Grove has stepped out of the boat by courageously and intentionally reaching out to the multi-ethnic 
community that is Elk Grove.  God has richly blessed them with men and women representing Africa, the Pacific Is-
lands, Asia and Latin America coming to faith and their average Sunday attendance doubling in just a few months.  St. 
James Cathedral has stepped out of the boat with the congregations of St. James and Our Lady of Guadalupe seeking to 
join forces as the "Cathedral Congregations."  The fruit that this ministry is baring is tremendous and heartening to see.  
Trinity, Bakersfield, has stepped out of the boat, purchased land and has begun building their new church. The church 
planting team Restoration, Bakersfield, has stepped out of the boat and planted with a special ministry to men and wom-
en caught in the cycle of addiction.   From north to south and east to west across the diocese, congregations and individ-
uals are answering the call of Jesus and stepping out of the boat in faith to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to a hurt-
ing and fallen world.  

Recently, I was attending a gathering of bishops when our speaker asked us, "What is keeping you from getting out of 
the boat?"  After some reflection I could honestly answer - "Absolutely nothing; we in the Anglican Diocese of San 
Joaquin are indeed walking on water."  

The challenge for all of us is to keep our eyes firmly fixed on Jesus.  Learning from Peter's experience, if we take our 
eyes off of Him, we will immediately be fearful and wondering if we are going to sink.  But if we keep our eyes firmly 
fixed on the loving eyes of Jesus, we will discover that not only will the storm pass but the miraculous will continue to 
happen. 

This Easter Season, let us remember that our God is a God of the Risen, a God of the Miraculous, and a God of Grace 
and Hope!  Let the joyful call of Easter continually be upon our lips... ALLELUIA, CHRIST IS RISEN!  THE LORD 
IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA! 
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Did you know... 

That the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin is working with four other dioceses in the west (Cascadia, C4SO, Western 
Anglicans and South West) to develop a common Canonical Exam for candidates for Holy Orders?  In addition, we 
are developing a common Board of Examining Chaplains and the support materials to go along with this exciting devel-
opment.  Please join us in prayer as we blaze a new trail in cooperation and collegiality.  

That the Rev. John & Amanda Roberts are celebrating the birth of their second child, Lydia Grace Roberts? Mother 
and child are happy and healthy! 

That the Rev. & Mrs. Jack Faucett are proud great-grandparents of a new baby, Luke, who was born on Ash Wednes-
day?  Baby and mother are happy and healthy.  

That St. Andrew's, Lancaster has moved to a new location at the Seventh-Day Adventist Church?  Their new address 
is: 45002 Fern Avenue, Lancaster. 

That St. Nicholas, Atwater, has officially called Fr. Gerry Grossman to be their new Vicar?   

 

Legal Update: March 9, 2016 

This morning, at approximately 11:00 AM, our case was heard in the 5th District Court of Appeals. We were the third 
case on the docket and we had about 30 people gathered in prayerful support for the Anglican Diocese of San 
Joaquin. Bishop Rice, the provisional bishop for the TEC diocese, was there, and he and I greeted one another and ex-
changed pleasantries.   

The three judges: Levy, Franson, and Peña were seated calling the court into session. Rusty VanRozeboom gave a robust 
defense of the case and was asked questions from the bench. Rusty answered these questions eloquently and plainly. 
I am so very grateful the Lord has provided such fine lawyers as Rusty VanRozeboom and Allen Haley as our defenders 
and advocates.   

The court has 90 days to make their decision, so we should know the results on or before June 9th.  In the meantime, 
please continue to pray for God’s favor upon us in this case. 

“Almighty and ever living God.  We come before you 
bidding your favor in our battle to remain faithful to 
you and your commandments. We pray you will guide 
the hearts and minds of  the judges as they review the 
facts of  this case and make their ruling. Ultimately, 
Father, we join with your son, our savior, Jesus Christ 
and simply pray, ‘Thy Will be done!’  All this we ask 
in the name of  God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.” 
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Spring Clergy Retreat 

Monday—Wednesday, April 25-27, 2016 

Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 5 meals 
Private: $189, Doubles & Quads: $99, RV or Day Use & Meals: $70 

 
 
 
 

2016 Women’s Event: Loving Jesus  

Friday—Sunday, May 13-15, 2016 

Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 6 meals 
Private: $254, Double: $176, Schofield House (Group Room): $164 

 

Come invest in your relationship with Jesus.  Reflect with us how He loved women as recorded in              
the gospels. (You might be surprised!)  Discover the kind of women He hung out with, taught and       
healed.  We will take time for creative activities indoors and out at the well appointed Evergreen             
Conference Center Oakhurst.  We will have time in solitude and quiet reflection as well as time to           
share with each other.  Come and learn more about who Jesus is, what He does & how He loves you. 

 
 
                     

 

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco@sti.net   

Click Here to Reserve for 
Either Conference 

Click Here to Download a PDF 
Brochure of  Clergy Retreat 

Click Here to Download a PDF 
Brochure of  Women’s Event 

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#reservations
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/spring_clergy_conference_brochure_2016.pdf
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/spring_clergy_conference_brochure_2016.pdf
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/loving_jesus_womens_event_brouchure_032416.pdf
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/uploads/1/9/3/7/19374831/loving_jesus_womens_event_brouchure_032416.pdf
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Camp San Joaquin is a Christian camp located in the Sequoia National Forest.  It is off the Generals High-
way at an elevation of 7,500 feet.  Cabins are comfortable but simple and require campers to bring bedding.  
Camp San Joaquin has plenty to do and see in the big outdoors including biking, swimming, archery, and 
hiking.  These are all Christian camps offered by the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin.  Our purpose is to 
invite our students to know and to love Jesus and to enjoy the creation that He has given us.   

Students Entering Grades 4-6 

June 26-28, 2016 

$150 

Registration forms 

available from           

your Church or            

the Diocesan office 

Cost: $325 

 

 

July 17-22 

2016 

Cost: $325 For grades 9-12 

July 24-29, 2016 

http://www.campsanjoaquin.com/


 
 
 

The Anglican 4th Day Weekend No. 7  
                                   is scheduled for July 28th – 31, 2016 
Core Team includes:  
Frank & Carolyn Reed / Janet & Kevin Robinson / Candy Townsend / Jeannie Longman  

Team applications are now being accepted for the Next A4D Weekend. Please submit your applications as soon as 
you can so that the Core Team can start planning.   

For applications, more information, or retreat reservations contact the A4D Lay Director:   
Annie Curtier—1740 W. Jackman St, Lancaster, 93534—call/text 661-433-6889 

Upcoming Ultreyas:  April 9—Christ the King, Ridgecrest; May 14—St. Nicholas, Atwater;    
   June 11—St. Jude’s, Tehachapi; July 9—St. Mary’s, Fresno;      
   August 13—Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fresno; September 10—St. Jude’s, Tehachapi 
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Because the ocean is vast, fish survive — and thrive — by 
living and working together. A shoal is a loose grouping of 
fish that forage individually but deter predators by staying 
close together. A school of fish is more tight-knit. Thou-
sands of small creatures move as one great organism, 
shimmering through the water to confuse and fend off 
larger fish on the prowl.  

 

God also sets humans in groups to help us thrive. World-
wide church denominations function somewhat like 
shoals, while our local congregations are like schools — to 
teach us, yes, but also to nourish us with both physical and 
spiritual food, give us a sense of belonging, and empower 
us to accomplish good things together that we could never 
do alone.  

 

Jesus called his disciples to fish for people. The Holy Spir-
it, gathering us as Church, calls people to live like fish!   
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Evangelism Tip 
 

We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they believe, 
by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by 
showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their 
hearts to know the source of it.  
 

- Madeleine L’Engle 
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

April 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

