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In KAIROS Prison Ministry they have a saying, “God is good
all the time. All the time God is good!” What a blessing it was
for me to assist with retreats at Donovan State Prison, in the
Maximum Security Unit, to hear forty men serving their time
proclaiming in full voice - “God is good all the time. All the
time God is good!”

Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar
May 1—Bishop @ Church of the
Epiphany, Corcoran

May 3—Ordination of Ronald
Christolear to the Order of
This past Sunday’s Gospel gave us a wonderful biblical example
of the Kairos Proclamation. Jesus had gathered with his disciples Deacons @ Trinity Anglican,
Bakersfield
in the Upper Room. It had been a chaotic week. Jesus had entered Jerusalem hailed as a king, “Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he May 5—Feast of the Ascension
who comes in the name of the Lord!” However, shortly afterwards, the
May 10—Rural Deans’ Meeting
people of Jerusalem were turning on Jesus. “When Jesus had

said these things, he departed and hid himself from
May 14—10am-2pm—Deacons’
them. Though he had done so many signs before them, they
Day @ St. James’ Cathedral,
still did not believe in him,” (John 13:36-37)
Fresno

Into this hectic & difficult situation Jesus welcomed the disciples
with the simple and profound act of service – the washing of
feet. As the disciples gathered at the table for the Passover Supper Jesus told them that he was about to be betrayed by one of
them. And, of course, we know that Judas soon left the table to
make his deal with the religious authorities to turn Jesus over for
thirty pieces of silver. Jesus then said that he would soon glorify
God by giving his life but that where he was going the disciples
could not follow. Then what Jesus says was absolutely phenomenal – in essence he says – “if you want to glorify God and glorify me
then you must live out a New Commandment.” “A new command-

ment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another.”
(Continued on page 2)

May 15—Pentecost: Bishop @
St. Philip’s, Coalinga
May 21—Diocesan Council
Meeting
May 22—Bishop @ Trinity,
Bakersfield
May 28—Confirmation Service @
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fresno
May 29—Bishop @ Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Fresno
May 30—Diocesan Office
CLOSED for Memorial Day

(Continued from page 1)

Admittedly, our lives in the Diocese of San Joaquin are uncertain at the moment and a bit chaotic. Now more than ever
we need to dedicate ourselves to living out the New Commandment of Christ! It is in the divine witness of sacrificial
love that new people will be attracted to our churches. It is in a diving love that welcomes the stranger – not leaving
them, or us, in our sin, but in the power of the Holy Spirit, transforming and sanctifying lives.
My prayer for the Diocese of San Joaquin is that the transforming love of Jesus Christ that we have received is the same
love that we will give to others. Our reputation should not be based on our stuff – the external signs of our lives – but
on the inner Grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
“God is good all the time. All the time God is good!”

Bishop Menees

Five dioceses in the Anglican Church in North America
are forging unity and cooperation
through a common ordination process.
by Andrea Bailey Willits
Until this year, each diocese in The Anglican Church in North America has directed its own, unique ordination process. Now, five West Coast bishops have formed a steering committee under the name “ACNA West” to develop
their own robust, streamlined ordination process preparing priests and deacons to serve across their dioceses.
Bishop Eric Menees of the Diocese of San Joaquin is at the helm of the ACNA West task force, welcoming to the
table Bishop John Mark Zimmerman of the Diocese of the Southwest, Bishop Kevin Allen of the Diocese of Cascadia, Bishop Todd Hunter of the Diocese of C4SO, and Bishop Keith Andrews of the Diocese of Western Anglicans. Setting aside differences in history and ecclesiology, these bishops are striving to match the Anglican Church
in North America’s growth with a standardized process to initiate and care for ordinands well, for the greater good
of the province.
“When you are made a priest or deacon, you are one for the entire church, not for one diocese,” Bishop Menees
says. “Someone from C4SO should be able to serve in San Joaquin and anywhere else across the province.”
To achieve that goal, the bishops are working on the first draft of a joint exam based on what they believe to be the
essentials of theological training, including the traditional nine areas of proficiency: Holy Scripture, Church History, Anglican Church History, Doctrine, Liturgics, Moral Theology and Ethics, Ascetical Theology, Practical Theology, and The Missionary
Work of the Church. This knowledge will qualify clergy to serve in any ACNA West diocese. The bishops also created
a joint examining board—each participating diocese will offer chaplains to serve on the board—with 21 chaplains
already in place. The chaplains have also contributed their expertise to exam content.
(Continued on page 3)
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Overseeing the exam’s format and structure is the Rev. Erin Giles, a vocational deacon in the Diocese of San
Joaquin, who is helping construct a website with a wiki, giving ordinands access to study guides, articles, and bibliographies. She says the website will include a series of online learning modules to supplement ordinands’ seminary
education where needed. The exam and accompanying resources are scheduled to be up and running by 2017, and
will eventually include a platform for lay ministers.
The ACNA West ordination process has a holistic goal: Identify areas of weakness not for the purpose of weeding
ordinands out, but to help them find the answers and continue on. The way to do that is through individual followup and mentoring, a special passion for Bishop Menees.
“When people graduate seminary, we send them out to plant a church or pastor a congregation on their own,” he
says. “We absolutely, positively have to provide ongoing mentoring for these clergy. Over the last five years, one of
my primary efforts has been to help mentor clergy so they are successful, rather than floundering around, trying to
figure out what’s what.”
To offer that ongoing mentoring and maintain an organic trajectory for each ordinand, each diocese will complete
their ordinands’ process in-house, including the oral exam. After ACNA West beta-tests its process on the West
Coast, they plan to invite other dioceses in the province to consider joining the process.

“It serves the Anglican Church in North America in
both direct and indirect ways: finding and releasing
new clergy and creating unity among Western bishops,” says Bishop Hunter. “I am grateful for Bishop
Eric’s leadership in this initiative, and I look forward
to working with my brother bishops to further advance the kingdom of God, not just our individual
dioceses.”
For Bishops Zimmerman and Andrews, ACNA West
models a graceful approach to the Anglican Church in
North America’s many cross jurisdictions, providing
an opportunity to work together long term.
“The process of working on a common examination
is helping us to think beyond our individual parishes
and dioceses and to be able to share resources and
develop cooperation,” Bishop Zimmerman says.
“While there are unique distinctives associated with
each diocese, we are all focused on the Kingdom of
God,” Bishop Andrews says. “And we have had a lot
of fun!”
By C4SO Admin|April 18th, 2016
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BEING PART OF A DIOCESE
By Fr. Ron Longero as part of his regular communications to his congregation, Christ Church of the Sierra, Reno, NV.
This week I attended our annual clergy conference in our diocese. It has weighed on my mind and heart with a profoundness which I’m not totally sure I can fully define. Originally Bishop Menees had planned on focusing the conference around marriage (a topic which I’d also like to write about, but not now). However, because of the situation
regarding the various lawsuits TEC has burdened the Church with, he had to focus everyone’s attention around the
question, “What do we do if we lose?” That question is not one of pessimism, but of a very real possibility without
God’s direct intervention.
Of course the long and short of it is that many congregations would lose their property, i.e. their worship buildings. As you may imagine, many of the people in those congregations have worshipped in the buildings and had
significant events in their lives occur in them. Yet, the reality of litigation may quite possibly make it necessary for
them to have to leave their buildings.
The Bishop asked several priests, who because of distinction in their status had been sued independently by TEC
and had lost their property, speak. What most captured my attention was how in the midst of immense uncertainty
and tension, these congregations managed not only to find a way to new property, but to thrive. They didn’t just
focus on survival. The challenge of having to uproot and rebuild has brought out a resiliency to mission and ministry for them.
There are many others who are still a bit in limbo but are beginning to think about how they might walk the same
path as the others. It is hard. However, they walk forward with the assurance that God is walking with them.
We are new to this diocese. We have only had to observe from a distance the unjust challenge TEC placed before
the people of the diocese. However, we must be mindful that while it is still difficult for us to place names and faces, we still should keep them in our prayers.
The other thing that gave me pause to reflect is that they are going through some real difficulties. We are also part
of the departure from TEC, but have had a different path. We now are a congregation that has former TEC people,
but also people from other traditions as well. We have been blessed to have a place to worship and we haven’t had
to endure the burden of litigation. Yet, we cannot let ourselves be comfortable and passive.
In the beginning of our own existence as a congregation there was a great deal of energy toward mission. As Anglicans in North America and in the Diocese of San Joaquin, we are part of a community that is committed to reaching
our environments with the Gospel of Christ. No one in higher leadership sees this as simply an option or style of
being an Anglican Church. It is an imperative as they see it. The vision of the Bishop, Standing Committee, and
Council of the Diocese reads: “To lead an apostolic community, under authority, that brings people to Jesus Christ.”
Part of our being ‘under authority’ is going to be to be participants in the ‘bringing people to Jesus’ part. Being in a
diocese doesn’t only entail paying our tithe, filling out reports and attending their meetings. It also means participating in their mission and vision according to their stated values. Over time we’ll have to become more intentional in
exploring how we do this. In the meantime, please be in prayer for how we might become more intentional in our
mission in our community.
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Caminemos Juntos - Let’s Walk Together 2016
Caminemos Juntos is hosting it’s 6th annual conference focused on North American Latino ministry and
church planting from August 4-6th at Rancho Hills Church in San Diego, California.
Sixteen years ago, Arturo Guevara, born in Mexico and at the time living in West Chicago, IL, stopped to pick up a
friend for a night of partying in the city. As he was waiting for his friend to get dressed, he overheard people talking
about God in the living room. He was inexplicably drawn to the conversation and ended up ditching his friend and
staying for the Bible study which was being hosted by members of Iglesia de la Resurrección, a Latino Anglican
church started out of Church of the Resurrection. He went on to give his life to the Lord and experienced radical
conversion. Today, Arturo is a lay pastor helping to start Iglesia Piedra Principal, a new Anglican church in Oak
Park, another suburb of Chicago, and is composing worship songs in Spanish which are beginning to be sung in
other congregations. This story is only one of many that could be shared of what God is doing throughout the Anglican Church in North America through the Caminemos Juntos movement.
Caminemos Juntos’ (which means “Let’s Walk Together” in Spanish) vision is to “unify, mobilize and multiply” new
Anglican latino churches in hopes of reaching the millions of Latinos in North America. (There are 55 million Latinos in the US alone). This year Caminemos Juntos is hosting it’s 6th annual conference focused on North American
Latino ministry and church planting from August 4-6th at Rancho Hills Church in San Diego, California. Currently,
there are over 50 Latino congregations within the Anglican Church in North America with regional concentrations
in California, Chicago, Dallas/Ft. Worth, and Mexico.
What’s unique to this year’s conference? First, there will be a pre-conference songwriters retreat held in collaboration with United Adoration with the goal of writing and releasing fresh worship songs in Spanish for the Latino
church. Second, there will be a “Visión Tijuana” prayer and vision tour across the border to Tijuana, Mexico with
the purpose of praying for new congregations to be started in Tijuana and understanding what God is doing on
both sides of the US/Mexico border.
Speakers this year include Archbishop Foley Beach, Bishop Tito
Zavala of Chile and the Province
of South America, and other national Latino leaders.
The conference will equip current Latino leaders and church
members, as well as those from
other groups who desire to begin
reaching out to the Latino community. Workshops and plenary
sessions will be accessible to
both English and Spanish speakers through in-ear translation and
bilingual sessions.
Please click here for more information.
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The Anglican 4th Day Weekend No. 7
is scheduled for July 28th – 31, 2016

Core Team includes:
Frank & Carolyn Reed / Janet & Kevin Robinson / Candy Townsend / Jeannie Longman
Team applications are now being accepted for the Next A4D Weekend. Please submit your applications as soon as
you can so that the Core Team can start planning.
For applications, more information, or retreat reservations contact the A4D Lay Director:
Annie Curtier—1740 W. Jackman St, Lancaster, 93534—call/text 661-433-6889
Upcoming Ultreyas: May 14—St. Nicholas, Atwater; June 11—St. Jude’s, Tehachapi; July 9—St. Mary’s, Fresno;
August 13—Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fresno; September 10—St. Jude’s, Tehachapi

HANNAH’S GIFT AND MALACHI DADS
The vision of Awana Lifeline is that every child would have a godly parent who is dedicated to building a legacy of faith in
Jesus Christ. To this end the mission of Awana Lifeline is to “glorify God by inspiring and equipping men, women, families,
churches and communities to develop godly parents.” This shared vision has now come to three local prisons here in
Kern County. Prison ministry volunteers, across the denominational spectrum, here in Bakersfield, including Trinity Anglican Church, have begun the process of preparing to present two faith based reentry programs at Central Valley MCCF, Golden State MCCF and McFarland Female Community Reentry Facility.
“Hannah’s Gift” is based upon the story of Hannah and the birth of her child, Samuel (Sam. 1:27-28). It is a 12 week program that “teaches incarcerated mothers to foster a healthy relationship with her child.”
“Malachi Dads” is a 12 week program “where fathers develop community and learn to live up to their biblical
responsibility as a father.”
These two reentry programs are already being used in
other jail and prison facilities throughout the U.S. and
overseas. GEOGroup, the owner and operator of these
three local prison facilities, is welcoming and fully supporting Awana Lifeline and the local Christian Faith Community to come in and lead these two programs. And
what is our answer to this invitation? It is, “Yes.” And,
“Amen.”
Deacon John La Mar, Trinity Anglican Church, Bakersfield
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2016 Women’s Event: Loving Jesus
Friday—Sunday, May 13-15, 2016
Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 6 meals
Private: $254, Double: $176, Schofield House (Group Room): $164
Come invest in your relationship with Jesus. Reflect with us how He loved women as recorded in
the gospels. (You might be surprised!) Discover the kind of women He hung out with, taught and
healed. We will take time for creative activities indoors and out at the well appointed Evergreen
Conference Center Oakhurst. We will have time in solitude and quiet reflection as well as time to
share with each other. Come and learn more about who Jesus is, what He does & how He loves you.

Click Here to Download a PDF
Brochure of Women’s Event

Click Here to Make
Reservations

Sadie Beling
Program Coordinator
Evergreen Conference Center
43803 Hwy 41
Oakhurst, CA 93644
ph. 559.683.8162
fax. 559.683.4971
www.ECCOyosemite.org
ecco@sti.net
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Registration forms
available from
your Church or
the Diocesan office

Students Entering Grades 4-6

June 26-28, 2016
$150

Cost: $325

For grades 9-12

Cost: $325

July 17-22
2016

July 24-29, 2016
Camp San Joaquin is a Christian camp located in the Sequoia National Forest. It is off the Generals Highway at an elevation of 7,500 feet. Cabins are comfortable but simple and require campers to bring bedding.
Camp San Joaquin has plenty to do and see in the big outdoors including biking, swimming, archery, and
hiking. These are all Christian camps offered by the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin. Our purpose is to
invite our students to know and to love Jesus and to enjoy the creation that He has given us.
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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