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A while back I received a very simple but meaningful gift. Bishop Frank Lyons gave me a medal of Father Junipero Serra, the
Apostle to California. On the front of the medal is an image of
the diminutive Father Serra and on the back is his famous motto:
“Siempre hace adalelante nunca hacia atras!” “Always forward never
back.” As a Christian, and a Bishop in the Church, I was struck
by the power and importance of Father Serra’s words.
Saint Junipero Serra, as you may know, has a connection to the
Central Valley. According the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the cause for Serra’s beatification began in the Diocese of Monterey-Fresno (at that time joined in one diocese) in
1934, and the diocesan process was finished in 1949. On September 25, 1988 Father Serra was beatified by Pope John Paul II.
Pope Francis canonized Junipero Serra on September 23, 2015
on his first trip to the United States. While it is clear that Father
Serra evangelized the Coast of California it is also believed that
on more than one occasion he came over the Coastal Range to
bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Native Californians
living in the Central Valley.
Father Serra’s influence on California is immeasurable. I have
only to mention San Diego, San Juan Capistrano and Santa Barbara for visions of those beautiful missions to come to mind.
Of course, Father Serra’s influence goes far beyond the architecture of missions – it goes to the men, women and children who
were brought to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ and baptized in the name of the Trinity.
When Father Serra said “Always forward, never back!” he wasn’t
speaking about the building of the missions he was speaking
(Continued on page 2)

Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar
July 1—Delegate and Alternate
Certification Forms Due
(Click Here to download form)

July 3—Bishop @ St. Peter’s,
Kernville
July 4—Diocesan Office Closed for
Independence Day
July 10—Bishop @ St. David’s,
San Rafael
July 12—Rural Deans Meeting
July 16—Diocesan Council Meeting
July 17 (PM) - ECCO Commission
Meeting
July 17-22—Junior High Camp @
Camp San Joaquin
July 19-22—Bishop @ FIFNA
Congress, Bellville, IL
July 24—Bishop @ St. Matthias,
Oakdale
July 24-29—High School Camp @
Camp San Joaquin
July 28-31—Anglican 4th Day @
ECCO
July 30—90 Days before Convention
July 31—Bishop @ Caminemos
Juntos near San Diego, CA
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about the winning of souls and the transformation of lives.
There is no doubt that many modern men look back to the late
eighteenth century and criticize Father Serra for use of corporal
punishment but it should be noted that punishment was discipline for his fellow Franciscans, fellow Spaniards and Native
Californians. When you read his writings it is so clear that he
loved all people but had a special heart for those who had never
heard the name of Jesus.
My hope and prayer is that every one of us in the Diocese of
San Joaquin will ask God the Holy Spirit to implant within our
hearts the same love for those who have never heard the name
of Jesus. Father Serra started his mission to Upper California
without much in the way of material possessions. He did have
the Good News of Jesus Christ and the support of God’s One
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church! Two hundred and twenty
-five years later we are called to the same mission and we have
been given by God the same tools.

“Siempre hace adalelante nunca hacia atras!”
“Always forward never back!”

+++
Did You Know?...


That the Rev. Ryan Bradley & Miss Juliet San Nicolas were joined in Holy Matrimony on June 18th? We pray
them every blessing in their marriage! Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Bradley!



That the Fr. Michael Jun and his family have begun a new mission? They have moved to Southeast Asia and are
setting up shop for the long haul! Please keep the entire Jun family in your prayers!



That Fr. Steve will begin his mission to Eastern Europe in the middle of July. If you are interested in supporting Fr.
Steve please contact Trinity Church, Bakersfield, for details.



That Carol Gill has returned to work in the Diocesan office? We rejoice in the healing that the Lord has granted
her. Please continue to pray for Carol.



That Mr. David Francis, Mr. Jim Doe, Fr. Jack Estes & Bp. Eric Menees very ably represented the Diocese of
San Joaquin at this year’s Provincial Council meeting in Charleston, South Carolina June 21-23. Thank you gentlemen for your service!
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Contending for the Faith
This sermon was written by Fr. Dale Matson for the 3rd Sunday in Pentecost and was delivered on June 5, 2016 at St. James’ Cathedral.
Our opening Collect for today states, “O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may
think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.”
If you are wondering why there seems to be such great confusion today about what is the right thing to do just look
at Genesis where the confusion all began. The serpent said to Eve, “… for God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
The problem was Adam and Eve already knew what was good. By disobeying God and obeying the serpent, they
knew evil. The serpent did not say that they would be able to discern between good and evil or that they would choose to
do good over evil. Evil clouded their minds and destroyed their relationship with God their creator. The further we
are from God, the further we are from reality, sanity and the more confused our thinking is.
We live in times where the spirit of the age has taken hold and become dominant in our society and our western
culture. The mass media and social media have hastened this decline. There is great pressure on the church to give
up the fight, to acquiesce and approve of what is evil in the eyes of God. It is an upside down world where holding
fast to that which is right is difficult.
Again our opening Collect states, “Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by your merciful
guiding may do them.”
Two weeks ago we began a week of prayer, fasting and discussion to help discern God’s Will for St. James. In fact,
we have asked for God’s leadership many times and I believe our crucial decision is not ahead of us but happened
nine years ago in 2007. Every thing that has happened since that time flows from the decision to leave the Episcopal
Church and be received as an Anglican diocese of the Southern Cone under Archbishop Gregory Venables. For
those who may have forgotten or who may have never known why we left, we were contending for the faith. The
orthodox Christians who remained to fight inside the Episcopal Church referred to us as “quitters” and “leavers”.
The voices of those who decided to stay in the Episcopal Church and contend for the faith over the years have been
muted by a process called “reconciliation” or silenced by deposition. The Reformation called for by those who remained never came from within. It never came at all.
John David Schofield, our bishop, led the vast majority of the churches in our diocese out of bondage into the wilderness. Like the Israelites who left the bondage of Egypt, we had to learn obedience and relearn our identity. The
Episcopal Church called us schismatics who damaged the unity of the church but there can be no unity without
truth. They also claimed that we left with property that rightly belonged to them. Since that time we have been defending ourselves in court. We have been asking for justice to be served.
I am retelling this story because the story of the people of Israel leaving the bondage of Egypt is a story often repeated by the Old Testament leaders to generations long after their departure to remind them of their unique relationship with God.
I am retelling our departure from the Episcopal Church and deliverance from bondage for the same reason. We too
(Continued on page 4)
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are a chosen people led by a heroic bishop. We were the first of several dioceses to
leave the Episcopal Church and this original group became the nucleus of what is
now the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA). We were the tip of the spear
and have suffered much during this wilderness of litigation. Is it because when all is
said and done, we were fighting the Episcopal Church for the property?
In fact, we have been contending for the faith that was once for all entrusted to
God's holy people. (Jude 1:3) That is also what Father Carlos said last week. As I listened last week, I had to smile because I had already penned that same phrase from
Jude as I began preparing today’s homily. We have chosen God’s truth over a false
unity in a house spiritually divided. We have been fighting for the uniqueness of
Christ as Savior and redeemer. We have been fighting for the Gospel of Jesus Christ
not some manifesto of human flourishing. We have been fighting for the truth, the
necessity of repentance, forgiveness and sanctification, of becoming Holy, not calling
things good and blessing those things that are evil. Living into our true selves can only mean one thing for the Christian. Christ must become more and we must become
less.
We have been contending against the spirit of the age as Anglicans using Scripture, Tradition and Reason. Innovation requires abandoning all three.
What I am talking about is more of a Biblical understanding of the spirit of the age. To understand it more clearly, it is
better to say the spirit of the ages for this spirit of disobedience was present with Adam and Eve at the fall of the human race.
There are other elements to the spirit of the ages, not just disobedience. The spirit of the ages is not spiritual but materialistic. That is why Nicodemus was confused when Jesus said that he must be born again. Nicodemus stated, “How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”
No Nicodemus, being born again is a spiritual birth not a physical birth. People confuse the kingdom of this world
for the Kingdom of God. There is a bumper sticker that reminds me of this. “He who dies with the most toys wins.”
Really, I believe that he who dies with the most toys is the biggest loser. He is the one who can’t pass through the eye
of a needle.

Another element in the spirit of the ages is individualism. There are positive aspects to individualism like someone
who does not conform to the pressures of society like Rosa Parks. She refused to go to the back of the bus just because she was black. Individualism in its worst form however is narcissism. Narcissists are people that believe the
rest of the world is there to make them happy and to adore them. I think we have helped this along with the selfesteem school program called “I am special”. As Christians we are individuals but members of the body of Christ,
the church. We all have spiritual gifts unique to each of us intended for service to other members of the body. Individualism may be one of the most dangerous elements in the spirit of the ages because folks believe that being an
individual means they have a right to do whatever they please. Once again, the church is pointed at as discriminating
and bigoted because we don’t condone behaviors legally engaged in by consenting adults. For example, just because
Marijuana is legal does not mean that it is not harmful. As the electronic highway signs state, “Buzzed driving is
drunk driving.”
(Continued on page 5)
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Another element in the spirit of the ages is the loss of Truth.
Satan is the author of lies, Pontius Pilate said, “What is truth?”
when Jesus said, I have come into the world to testify to the
truth. Modern church leaders say that Christ is “our truth” but
will not go so far as to say He is the truth for fear of offending
others. What does this do for the main mission of the church?
We are called to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to the
whole world. We are not told to avoid offending others with
this message.
What is God calling us to do? I believe that is the same question Christ’s disciples were asking as they sat fortified behind a
locked door in the upper room. We have been called to action. How is God calling us to act? We have been called to
good works. We need to discern those good works.
While we have been hoping for justice these past nine years, I think about how our Lord responded from the cross
to the biggest injustice in history. "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.”
I know there are many here who have spent much of their adult life attending services on this campus. Some have
been married here. Some have buried their parents, spouses or even children here. Bishop Schofield ordained me as a
deacon and priest here. There are many joys and sorrows shared here but if we must, we can take those memories
with us. Memories can’t be taken from us. Many of us are older and change can be difficult. Pray for resilience in this
time of transition.
When Sharon and I came to St. James, we had left Holy Family Church. The priest there at that time was one of the
individuals who brought a lawsuit against his own bishop, John David. Bishop Schofield had peacefully released the
few congregations who chose not to depart with him. Sharon and I met with the priest prior to the suit being
brought and pleaded with him not to proceed. He told me that I was a poor follower and he could not support my
ordination for deacon if I didn’t get on board. He said he was going ahead with the lawsuit and we placed a key to
the front door of the church on his desk as we were leaving.
I called Fr. Carlos and told him what had happened and he immediately began praying about the situation. He then
said, “We could sponsor your ordination”. God provided a new church and a new rector. Although we still miss
some of the members there where we worshiped for eleven years, God has provided many new sisters and brothers
in Christ. We are spiritual survivors from that church. Some were not so fortunate.
The most important thing for us is not what happens but how we respond to what happens. If our legal case is not
heard, do we respond with righteous indignation or like our Lord from the cross? Forgive them for they know not
what they do. And if they get the property, what will come of it? I sometimes smile when I think about what happened when the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant. The property has been a blessing to us like the Ark
was a blessing to Israel. Like the Arc, the property could become a curse to those who may capture it.
The author of the spirit of the ages is Satan who is the ruler of this world and this age. As a church our marching orders remain the same against the spirit of this age. Preach the Good News of Jesus Christ. “O God, from whom all
good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them”.
Lord, with Your inspiration, may we help others come into the light of Your Truth. Amen.
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Report on Provincial Council
Day 1
Greetings to all from Bishop Eric and your delegates here at Provincial Council. I am writing to give you a report on
the meeting of the first day of our gathering here in Charleston, SC.
In general, there is a wonderful sense of God's peace and presence among us, as evidenced by the unity and camaraderie of all who are present. Following morning prayer and worship, Archbishop Foley Beech began the council's
time together with his opening address. He remarked on the steady growth and health of the Anglican Church of
North America. We now have over 1000 churches, 111,000 members, in 29 Dioceses. We have ongoing ecumenical
relationships developing with a number of other church bodies, and are finding many areas of mutual agreement together as followers of Jesus.
The Archbishop called us to live into four marks of revitalized Anglicanism in fulfilling our mission "to Reach North
America with the Transforming Love of Jesus Christ." We are to be: 1) A Repenting Church, 2) A Reconciling
Church, 3) A Reproducing Church, and 4) A Compassionate Church.
As part of the ongoing development of the province, Archbishop Rwaje of Rwanda graciously declared the transition
of two dioceses under his jurisdiction to the ACNA. Council voted to receive them and they are now joined with us Christ Our Hope and Rocky Mountains. Rwanda Ministries Partners will continue and be available to any congregation who wants to participate in an ongoing relationship.
The province operates with a small and dedicated staff under the direction of Canon Jack Lumanog, who functions
as the COO and Assistant to the Archbishop. Financially, we are in the best shape ever, completing the fiscal year in
the black. The budget for the year ahead was presented and approved unanimously. Also an offer of one million dollars in matching funds has been pledged toward the Matthew 25 ministry - for those who are hungry, sick, in prison

(Continued on page 7)
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and in need. All are encouraged to give to the fund, and Congregations will be able to apply for funding to assist in
these types of ministries. We were reminded of the words of Jesus, "it is better to give, than to receive."
We heard updates from:
-The Anglican Relief Fund, and how they are bringing hope, health, and the gospel to places like Ethiopia.
-Caminemos Juntos, "Let's walk together" Spanish ministry, which now has 150 congregations and is expanding to
include all of the Americas, North and South.
-Asia and Multicultural Ministries in Canada.
-The Appointment of the Anglican Immigrant Task Force.
The day session concluded with a video message from J. I. Packer, who reflected on the question, "What does it
mean to be the church?" He reminded us that all Christians who are faithfully worshiping Jesus are part of the
church. We are God's children and part of His family, although we may be organized in various ways. The church is
to celebrate the love of God and spread the Gospel both near and far. We cannot live in isolation from one another,
but need to be connected as part of the family.
All in all a very fulfilling first day!
Will keep you posted!
Fr. Jack Estes

(Continued on page 8)
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Report on Provincial Council
Day 2

Hello again from Provincial Council,
Following worship, our second day started with a short address by a familiar friend to our Diocese,
Bishop Mark Lawrence. He took the opportunity to welcome us to Charleston, and focused on one
item in particular - namely the decision of his diocese to officially join the ACNA. A vote is set for
their convention next March, following which the Provincial Council could receive them at our next meeting.
The day continued with a series of reports and presentations encompassing the mission and ministries taking place
within the ACNA, as well as vital events taking place around the world. I have set out below first the highlights from
within our province, and then those pertaining to the international scene.
Within the ACNA:
Catechism Task Force - The new catechism has been out for a couple of years as a working text. This is a time
when the task force is gathering feedback, in order to produce a revised draft next year. Generally, the new catechism
has been well received and utilized, and further resources are being developed for continuing catechetical education that is spiritual formation and discipleship as followers of Jesus. Feedback can be emailed to the Catechism Task
Force at catechesistaskforce@anglicanchurch.net.
Liturgy and Common Worship - Our former Archbishop Bob
Duncan reported on the progress being made toward the production of our first ACNA Book of Common Prayer. Working texts of
the liturgies have been completed and now we enter a season of
feedback for the next two years. The Prayer Book is expected to be
completed by 2019. Feedback can be emailed to the Liturgy Task
Force at liturgytaskforce@anglicanchurch.net .

Missions - Presentations were made by Anglican Global Mission
Partners and Youth With A Mission describing and encouraging
involvement in foreign mission by adults and youth. AGMP noted
that for our parishes, foreign missions rates low on the priority list,
because rectors and congregations already feel the burdens of ministry at the local level. They pledged to help make participation
more accessible and to offer more support. YWAM presenter Fred
Market blew the house away with his enthusiasm and testimony of
the miraculous presence of God, as 18 to 20 year olds go out on
the mission field. Given the critical state of affairs in the world, he
prophesied that God is preparing a hero generation in our youth
and exhorted us to help to release them into their calling.
July 2016
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Also:
-Church planting initiatives are going strong in the ACNA under the new banner of Always Forward.
-Women's ordination discussion is set to be actively engaged next year, when the study group papers
for pro and con are presented to the House of Bishops.
-March for Life continued to advocate for the protection of life for the vulnerable, and will hold another national gathering in 2017.
-Marriage and Religious Liberty reflections and concerns were presented by Dr. Stephen Knoll, one my professors, and ACNA chancellor Scott Ward - very thought provoking as the moral and legal landscape is changing rapidly
around us.
On the International Front:
Sudan - Archbishop Daniel Deng explained the severe difficulties facing our Anglican brothers and sisters there,
including a two year drought and continuing armed conflict. Many have fled to neighboring countries for help. Yet,
in the midst, the Anglican Church is bringing hope and the light of the gospel.
Ecumenical Relations - Bishop Ray Sutton brought news of the strengthening of relationships with a number of
other Christian churches that continue to uphold Biblical faith and practice. Archbishop Foley and our delegation
were welcomed and recognized by the Russian Orthodox Church last year. Ongoing talks continue with them and
the Orthodox Church in America. There's a new Ecumenism on the rise which is based upon the Gospel, the confession of the Catholic Creeds, a unity of churches rather than uniform administration, and a stand upon historic
Christianity. Talks continue with the American Lutheran Church, as well as Roman Catholics, Evangelicals, and others.
GAFCON - Anglican bishops and archbishops met last year at the invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury to
seek a solution to the divisions born from the actions of the Episcopal Church. An agreement was made to impose
sanctions limiting the participation of TEC in Anglican Communion decisions. Sadly, this agreement did not hold up
with the other instruments with the communion, in particular the Anglican Consultative Council totally ignored its
provisions. Global South and GAFCON have merged closer together as a result, and the realization that the existing
structures of the Anglican communion are not able to address the problems is growing more certain. GAFCON will
meet in 2018 once again in Jerusalem.
Well that's about all from my i-pad for today! I must say in conclusion that I have been spiritually uplifted by being
able to participate at this year's Provincial Council. I have been encouraged by a sense of conviction and faith of all
present, and the display of holiness and humility within the leadership of the ACNA. The conference was salted
throughout with prayer, framed in worship, and gave glory to God in every quarter!
On behalf of Bishop Eric, and my fellow delegates, Dave Francis and Jim Doe, I thank you for your prayers for us,
and pray God's blessing for you and all in our Diocese in return. See you in California!
Fr. Jack Estes
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Greetings in the Lord! The following highlights a recent mission to Qatar. On this mission I was tasked
with training a select group of soldiers on relationship
and work relationship skills. The mission also afforded some time to venture off base to visit Doha and the
Persian Gulf. Please continue to pray for me, my family, and the soldiers of the 17th Sustainment Brigade.
V/R,
Fr. Ian Burgess

WHO:
WHAT:
WHERE:
WHEN:
IMPACT:

17th Sustainment Brigade UMT
Relationship Enhancement Soldier Training
Camp As Sayliyah, Qatar
20-23 May 2016
Positively affected Soldier’s relationship
skills in order to better their workplace
environment

CH (CPT) Burgess teaches Soldiers relationship skills
July 2016

17th SB Soldiers enjoy a reflective time after training
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REVISTA!!
Class Reunion for 2016
Anglican 4th Day Weekend no. 7

What:

Join us as we celebrate our newly commissioned Disciples of Christ who have just returned from
making their Three Day Weekend at ECCO. This is an open invitation for all in the church, community, family &
friends to attend and show your support. Singing, Speakers, Witness Talk, Fellowship, and more!

When:
Time:

Saturday, August 13th

Where:

Chapel of the Holy Innocents

1:00PM-2:30PM Revista
2:30PM-4:00PM Reception to follow (Fireside Room)
(St. James’ Cathedral, 4147 E. Dakota Ave, Fresno, Ca. 93726)
Annie Curtier 661-433-6889 call or text: amcurtz17@gmail.com

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.” Eph. 2:10
“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8

Let’s Get to Work !
Upcoming Team Meetings: July 9—St. Mary’s, Fresno;
Note: Anglican 4th Day is still taking Candidate Applications FOR THE 3 Day Weekend of July 28th-31st …drop
dead deadline is JULY 13TH !! For more details, visit our website .

Download Application at
July 2016

http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/store/downloads/Candidate_Application_2014.doc
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Connecting with God: A Retreat for Clergy Wives
Friday—Sunday, September 30-October 2, 2016
Reservation & Payment Deadline: September 16, 2016

Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 6 meals
Private Room: $254, Double:$176, Quad: $164, RV/Day Use: $118
Our speaker will be Jenny Estes, the wife of Fr. Jack Estes, Rector of St. Luke’s Anglican Church in Bakersfield, California. Jenny has been a Christian retreat leader for the last 10 years.
Jenny Estes is passionate about women connecting with God, focusing on helping women discover who they
are in Christ and how to keep their faith strong in the midst of busy lives. Jenny draws from her own immersion in contemporary and classical devotional writings to provide practical ways for modern women to encounter God.
Jenny is excited about the opportunity to help other clergy wives connect with Jesus on a deeper level. This
year’s retreat will explore understanding of our own personality types as described by Myers Briggs, and the
ways that affects our ability to sense God’s presence. A variety of exercises and reflections will be provided
to explore new levels of connection with the Holy Spirit.
Jenny serves as a worship and prayer leader along side her husband, Fr. Jack Estes. She coordinates social
events and women’s ministries for the parish. A professional videographer, Jenny works in the legal community as a Certified Legal Video Specialist. She is also a freelance writer. She and Fr. Jack have a grown
daughter, Zoe who resides in Portland, Oregon.

Open to clergy wives across the Anglican Church in North America. This
retreat offers these women an opportunity to share their particular joys and
stresses. We invite all clergy wives to
come for a time of rest, reflection, play,
and prayer. Reignite your relationship
with Jesus—and enjoy fellowship with
other clergy wives. We understand the
challenges you face.
July 2016

Click Here to
Make Reservations
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Sadie Beling
Program Coordinator
Evergreen Conference Center
43803 Hwy 41
Oakhurst, CA 93644
ph. 559.683.8162
fax. 559.683.4971
www.ECCOyosemite.org
ecco@sti.net
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Students Entering Grades 4-6

June 26-28, 2016
$150

Registration forms
available AT

www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/youth.html

Or Click Here

Cost: $325

For grades 9-12

Cost: $325

July 17-22
2016

July 24-29, 2016
Camp San Joaquin is a Christian camp located in the Sequoia National Forest. It is off the Generals Highway at an elevation of 7,500 feet. Cabins are comfortable but simple and require campers to bring bedding.
Camp San Joaquin has plenty to do and see in the big outdoors including biking, swimming, archery, and
hiking. These are all Christian camps offered by the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin. Our purpose is to
invite our students to know and to love Jesus and to enjoy the creation that He has given us.
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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