
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

On July 13th, we received notice from the California Supreme 
Court that our petition for review of the adverse court of appeal 
decision was denied. This ended nearly nine years of litigation 
brought against us by The Episcopal Church (TEC). It is now 
time to enter a new season in the life of the Diocese. In doing so, 
remember the path we have traveled for the last nine years. 

Since our founding in 1961, the Diocese of San Joaquin has iden-
tified herself as an orthodox, Anglo-Catholic diocese. This has 
been evident in our adherence to the traditional faith, as received 
throughout the ages. Over the years, we have stood our ground 
and disagreed with the movement of TEC away from the tradi-
tional faith. TEC has abandoned the essential teaching of the 
church by denying that Jesus Christ is the only means for salva-
tion and accepting the culture’s rejection of scripture and morali-
ty.  

Nevertheless, we saw ourselves firmly as part of TEC, and 
sought to use the democratic process to effect change; trusting 
that TEC would not require the diocese to accept or act against 
its collective conscience or anything that was not in good catholic 
order and belief. The first sign this would not be the case came in 
the year 2000, when a TEC delegation arrived demanding the 
Diocese ordain women to the priesthood.  

Following the election of Bishop Jefferts-Schori as Presiding 
Bishop, concern grew in the diocese – not only because a woman 
held this primatial position, but because her preaching and teach-
ing strayed from the faith once delivered.  

Still desiring to stay within TEC, we applied for alternative pri-
matial oversight, a plan that Bishop Jefferts-Schori agreed to at 
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the Primates’ Meeting in Dar es Salam. However, upon return to the USA, she did not receive the support of the House 
of Bishops of TEC and reversed her position. No alternative primatial oversight for the Diocese would be allowed by 
TEC.  

Feeling there was no option left to us but separation, we sought a negotiated settlement allowing the Diocese to with-
draw from TEC and come under the Primatial oversight of the Province of the Southern Cone.  

We followed TEC Canons, voted to change our governing documents, and held a diocesan vote on disaffiliation which 
received 90% agreement. The next year, following the Canons, we voted again, with nearly the same result. With this 
second vote, we received primatial oversight from Archbishop Venables, with the support of the Province of the South-
ern Cone.  

The eight congregations that decided not to disaffiliate and to stay with TEC were given the deeds to their property with 
their money with the blessing of Bishop Schofield, the Standing Committee, and the Diocesan Council.  

TEC then called together the 8 congregations that stayed behind and a few other dissenters, appointed a provisional 
bishop, and caused our Merrill Lynch accounts to be frozen. Provisional Bishop Lamb and TEC then sued Bishop John-
David Schofield and the Anglican Diocese Holding Corp. In addition, TEC sued the rectors and vestrymen of St. John, 
Stockton; St. James, Sonora; St. Francis, Turlock; Saint Columba, Fresno; St. Paul, Visalia; St. John, Porterville; Hope & 
Redeemer, Delano; St. Paul, Bakersfield; and St. Michael, Ridgecrest. 

Later in 2009, the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin became a founding member of the Anglican Church in North Amer-
ica (ACNA), and we were released from the Primatial oversight of Archbishop Venables.  

In 2011, the diocese elected me as your bishop. I was consecrated in September of 2011, with Archbishop Duncan as 
the chief consecrator.  

In the fall of 2013, Bishop John-David Schofield died following a long illness.  

Over the years, TEC never responded to our proposals for a negotiated settlement; nor did the Archbishop of Canter-
bury respond to our plea he adjudicate the issue for us. Both Bishop Schofield and I appealed to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury to negotiate, believing we should not have the secular courts to decide the issue.  TEC spent millions of dollars 
suing us and we spent 1.5 million dollars defending ourselves.  

The case went to trial in January 2014 before Judge Black of the Fresno Superior Court. Judge Black ruled for TEC and 
after a great deal of prayer and consultation, I decided to file an appeal with the Fifth District Court of Appeal. The 
court of appeal acknowledged that the lower court had made numerous errors in its ruling, but decided – applying new 
reasoning – to side with TEC, saying that Bishop Schofield did not have the authority to transfer church property. In 
other words, the court of appeal ignored majority rule and allowed the 10% minority to confiscate the property of the 
90% majority; overruling the votes of two consecutive annual conventions in 2006 and 2007. 

Again, after prayer and consultation with legal authorities, I decided to petition the California State Supreme Court for 
review of the court of appeal’s decision. On July 13th, at 5:00pm, we received a simple email stating: “Petition denied.” 
This brings the case to a conclusion in the secular courts.  

The question now before us, as we hand over the confiscated properties to TEC, is: How do we move forward without 
bitterness and resentment in our hearts? 

The answer to that question is found in the power of the Holy Spirit. My friends, just as Moses encouraged the people 
of Israel not to look back to Egypt, so too we should not look back to TEC. We must acknowledge the past yes, but we 
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must set our eyes firmly on the future without resentment and bitterness. We can only do this by forgiving those 
who have sued us and taken our property. As our Lord teaches and we daily recite: “forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.” Only through forgiveness are we forgiven and made whole again. Our brothers and 
sisters in TEC are in error; they are not evil. As difficult as it may be, we must forgive them and pray they turn back 
from the secular path they are following. 

As for us, God promised the prophet Jeremiah that he had a hope and a future in store for him that was better than 
his past. So, too, I am convinced that the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin has a hope and a future in Jesus Christ 
that is better than our past. 

Let us focus on the task at hand: Walking away from the properties in due time and beginning afresh, renewed and 
invigorated by God’s Grace and Love, to share that same Grace and Love in a broken and hurting world.  

 

Did You Know?... 
 

 On July 5th Fr. Richard Menees completed his ministry at All Saints, Bakersfield, as Interim Vicar.  

 On July 31st Fr. Mark Hall was installed as Vicar at All Saints, Bakersfield. 

 Nigerian Outreach 
 By God’s Grace we have begun a missionary outreach to the African community throughout the diocese.      
 Canon Franklin Mmor has come to the diocese to help us launch a mission to Nigerian and African immigrant 
 communities. So far Canon Mmor has extended his mission to the Delta, Fresno and Kern deaneries.  Canon 
 Mmor is available to assist all congregations in the diocese to reach out to all people in the community!  

Nigerian Mission in Manteca 

Nigerian Mission at the Cathedral 

(Continued from page 2) 
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To all members of  the Diocese of  San Joaquin: 
 
You are cordially invited to attend an APPRECIATION DINNER at St. James in honor of  
Rusty Van Rozeboom, Allen Haley and Kevin Gunner on Fri., August 26th starting at 6 p.m. at 
ZOE EDEN HALL.  The cost is $15 per person; children 12 and under are $5.   We felt that it was 
important to go out with a ‘joyful bang’ before we vacate our premises and that a profuse and extend-
ed 'thank you' is long overdue to these men and their families.  Don’t miss the opportunity to join our 
voices together to give praise to God for Rusty, Allen, and Kevin and their gift of  ministry to us. 
 

R.S.V.P. to St. James at (559) 222-3721 or email us at:  stjasanglican@yahoo.com  
 

NOTE:  You are not registered if  you do not prepay.  
  

Make your check payable to:  “St. James Cathedral”, in memo section: “Appreciation Dinner” 
4147 East Dakota Ave. 

Fresno, CA  93726-5227 
 

NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, AUGUST 19th!   
 
We are also putting together a ‘Book of  Thanks’ to Rusty, Allen & Kevin and asking that the clergy 
from each church write a note of  thanks on behalf  of  their congregation.  The note may be to a spe-
cific person or to the three men generally, however the Lord leads.  If  you have pics of  one or more 
these men, and would like to share, please include that with your thank you note as well.   
 

Please send to Sue Hague at sueper55@comcast.net. 
 
Deadline for submittal to ensure publication is the same deadline as R.S.V.P. for the dinner:   

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19th   

mailto:stjasanglican@yahoo.com
mailto:sueper55@comcast.net
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ACNA West Examining Chaplains Gather  
for Initial Meeting to Develop a  

Common Presbyteral Ordination Examination 

Ten Examining Chaplains, two Bishops, and one consultant gathered at Jesus the Good Shepherd Anglican Church 
in Henderson, NV from June 15th through June 17th to begin development of a common Presbyteral Ordination Ex-
amination for the five Dioceses of the ACNA West consortium. Representatives from the Diocese of Western Angli-
cans, the Diocese of Churches for the Sake of Others (C4SO), the Diocese of San Joaquin, and the Diocese of Cas-
cadia reviewed the Canonical Core Competencies developed by the ACNA West working group at meetings through 
last winter, at which the Anglican Diocese of the Southwest was present. The Chaplains then divided into four work-
ing groups to begin question development in the nine Canonical areas specified by the ACNA Canons which candi-
dates for the Priesthood must demonstrate competency.  

While each Diocese will maintain its own ordination discernment and preparation process, the hope of the group is 
that the development of a single, common Ordination Exam will maximize resources in question development and 
assessment across the Dioceses. In addition, the development of such resources as shared study guides, bibliog-
raphies and test questions will create a central body of knowledge that brings unity across the Dioceses.  

The group brings a wealth of pastoral experience, intellectual capacity and education to the table. The most signifi-
cant task for the week was to build relationships and trust among the Chaplains from different Dioceses and then to 
agree on a common purpose. What truly binds the Chaplains together is a desire to ensure that those who are en-
trusted with the task of shepherding the people of the Body of Christ through the exercise of priestly ministry have 
the knowledge they need for that great task.  

While the task is a large one, the group left with an agreement to work on test question development through the 
summer and fall with the intention of administering the new exam to candidates for ordination in January 2017. All 
involved agreed that the purpose of the examination is assessment of a candidate’s knowledge and education so that 
any gaps could be identified and further training and mentoring provided.  

The group will gather again in June 2017 to assess the first year of examinations and continue development of exami-
nation and preparation resources.  
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This $150 registration fee includes BOTH your registration for the Young Anglicans 

Project Gathering October 5-6 (lunch included) AND the Rooted Conference. 

WHY ROOTED? 
Rooted offers a unique, simple conference in the world of ministry to youth. Rooted begins with the Gos-
pel as the starting point and considers all matters in youth ministry and youth culture from that axis. These 
youth ministry conferences feature engaging Biblical teaching, practical workshops, sincere worship and 
the most intimate atmosphere you’ve ever encountered at a conference. No dry ice. No laser light show. 
Just the Gospel, relationships and conversations. About 250 attended Rooted last year, making it an ideal 
sized conference for us to enjoy together. 
 
Visit http://rootedministry.com/conference to learn more.  

http://younganglicansproject.com/rooted-gathering
http://rootedministry.com/conference
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Upcoming Team Meetings:  September 10—St. Jude’s, Tehachapi 
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REVISTA!! 

Class Reunion for 2016  
Anglican 4th Day Weekend no. 7 

What: Join us as we celebrate our newly commissioned Disciples of Christ who have just returned from 

making their Three Day Weekend at ECCO. This is an open invitation for all in the church, community, family & 
friends to attend and show your support.  Singing, Speakers, Witness Talk, Fellowship, and more! 
 

When:    Saturday, August 13th 

 

Time: 1:00PM-2:30PM Revista 

   2:30PM-4:00PM Reception to follow (Fireside Room) 
 

Where:  Chapel of  the Holy Innocents 
(St. James’ Cathedral, 4147 E. Dakota Ave,  Fresno, Ca. 93726) 
 

Annie Curtier 661-433-6889 call or text: amcurtz17@gmail.com 

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” Eph. 2:10 
 
“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8  

 

Let’s Get to Work !  
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Connecting with God: A Retreat for Clergy Wives 

Friday—Sunday, September 30-October 2, 2016 

Reservation & Payment Deadline:  September 16, 2016 

Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 6 meals 
Private Room: $254, Double:$176, Quad: $164, RV/Day Use: $118 

 
Our speaker will be Jenny Estes, the wife of Fr. Jack Estes, Rector of St. Luke’s Anglican Church in Bakers-
field, California. Jenny has been a Christian retreat leader for the last 10 years.   
 
Jenny Estes is passionate about women connecting with God, focusing on helping women discover who they 
are in Christ and how to keep their faith strong in the midst of busy lives. Jenny draws from her own immer-
sion in contemporary and classical devotional writings to provide practical ways for modern women to en-
counter God. 
 
Jenny is excited about the opportunity to help other clergy wives connect with Jesus on a deeper level. This 
year’s retreat will explore understanding of our own personality types as described by Myers Briggs, and the 
ways that affects our ability to sense God’s presence. A variety of exercises and reflections will be provided 
to explore new levels of connection with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jenny serves as a worship and prayer leader along side her husband, Fr. Jack Estes. She coordinates social 
events and women’s ministries for the parish. A professional videographer, Jenny works in the legal commu-
nity as a Certified Legal Video Specialist. She is also a freelance writer. She and Fr. Jack have a grown 
daughter, Zoe who resides in Portland, Oregon.  

 

 
 
                     

 

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco@sti.net   

Click Here to 
Make Reservations Open to clergy wives across the Angli-

can Church in North America.  This 
retreat offers these women an oppor-
tunity to share their particular joys and 
stresses. We invite all clergy wives to 
come for a time of rest, reflection, play, 
and prayer. Reignite your relationship 
with Jesus—and enjoy fellowship with 
other clergy wives. We understand the 
challenges you face. 

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#wives
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#wives
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

August 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

