
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Life is full of endings and transitions.  In my home, my daughter 
Milagro, announced the other day that she had her “last first day 
of school.” Milagro is in her last year of college.  Our son is six-
teen and will soon be moving out himself to go to college and 
Florence and I will be “empty nesters.”  This will be an occasion, 
I am sure, of some sadness for Florence and me, as we begin that 
next phase of our lives, but also an opportunity for new vistas.  It 
will mean change – we anticipate selling our big house and 
downsizing and we will have more time to ourselves- alleluia!  
The four of us will still be family and we will create new memo-
ries and new adventures and wonderful blessings will be just 
around the corner. 

While a very imperfect metaphor we in the Anglican Diocese of 
San Joaquin are also in the midst of transition.  We are downsiz-
ing – many are moving or preparing to move from our houses of 
worship where we’ve been for many years.  Around those altars 
we’ve been married, baptized our children, and fed upon the 
Word of God and the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

The loss is real and the grief is real.  While it is important to 
acknowledge and honor the loss and grief that we feel, we must 
also remember that God has real blessings just around the corner 
for us.  His provision is perfect and new places of worship will 
be opened up for us – perhaps temporary at first but before too 
long leading to permanent. I think of the good people of Trinity 
Anglican Church in Bakersfield.  Three years ago they went 
through the exact same transitions, loss and grief.  Like us, The 
Episcopal Church confiscated their buildings. Trinity re-
organized, rented space from a Baptist Church and then rented 
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September 4—Bishop @ St. Mary the 
Virgin, Manteca 

September 5—Diocesan Office Closed 
for Labor Day 

September 8-11—Bishop in Pittsburg for 
Consecration of Bishop-elect Jim Hobby 

September 9—Mission Grant              
Applications Due 

September 10—Deacon’s Day 

September 13—45 Days Before Conven-
tion—Nominations Due 

September 13—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

September 17—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

September 18—Bishop @                 
Good Shepherd, Reedley 

September 21-23—Bishop @ Task Force 
on Holy Orders Meeting, Ambridge, PA 

September 24—Anniversary of Bishop 
Menees’ Consecration 

September 25—Bishop @ St. Michael & 
All Angels, Sonora 

September 28—30 Days Before Conven-
tion—Report of Committee on Constitu-
tion and Canons due to parishes and mis-
sions  

September 30-October 2—Clergy Wives’ 
Retreat 

(Continued on page 2) 



from a Lutheran Church where they’ve been for the past year or so.  I was so pleased last spring to break ground on 
what will be their new home as God has provided for them land, and soon brand new buildings, where they will worship 
the Lord, be married, baptize their children and be fed in the Word and Sacraments! 

As you read this newsletter the diocesan offices will be settling 
into our temporary facilities.  We have entered into a three-year 
lease in a unique office complex at 1300 E. Shaw Ave #123 in 
Fresno in between sixth and first just down the street from Fash-
ion Fair Mall. This office complex is home to a score of Christian 
non-profits including Evangelicals for Social Action/Love Inc., 
Joni & Friends, and the Marjorie Mason Counseling Center just to 
name a few.  New opportunities for collaborative ministry with 
our neighbors will arise and we will continue in the ministries be-
gun years ago.  In October, St. James and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
will be moving into the same office building, where they will share 
a large suite that will include a small chapel for daily Eucharist, 
Morning and Evening Prayer.   

While I’m grieved at the loss of our offices and irritated at the 
hassle of moving, I am grateful for the Lord’s provision and excit-
ed about the prospect of new ministries, new friends and new op-
portunities to worship God and serve the community! 

 

New Diocesan Seal 

Bishop Menees and the Diocesan Council decided upon a new 
Diocesan Seal!  While the seal maintains the same shape the title 
has changed from “Seal of the Bishop of San Joaquin” to 
“Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin.” In the four panels around the 
cross are the chalice & paten, bible, grapes and oranges with the 
obvious symbolism for Word and Sacrament throughout the San 
Joaquin Valley.    

 

 

Did You Know?... 
 

 That the new address for the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin is: 1300 E. Shaw Ave. #123, Fresno, CA 93710? 

 That Canon Mmor has received approval for his R1 Visa?  Congratulations go to Cn. Franklin and to Fr. Jim 
Sweeney who did all the legal services to obtain the visa.   

 That Fr. Craig Isaacs has published a new book? John's Apocalypse: A Study in Dream Interpretation - is available 
for sale. 
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John’s Apocalypse 
A Study in Dream Interpretation 

 

About the Book: 
Two things confound and confuse most of us: our dreams and the book of Reve-
lation. However, people remain fascinated with both. This study tackles both sub-
jects. The book of Revelation is a vision, a dream, yet it is most often interpreted 
as if it were a piece of consciously created literature. One should never attempt to 
decipher a dream or vision by purely rational methods; rather, the dream needs to 
be approached as poem, art, and mythic story. In this book you will learn a means 
of understanding your dreams and then apply this to approaching a renewed view 
of the book of Revelation.  
 
 
 

About the Author: 
The Rev. T. Craig Isaacs is a graduate of San Francisco Theological Seminary, 
with supplemental classes taken at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 
Besides his Master of Divinity he also holds a Masters and Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology from the California School of Professional Psychology in Berkeley, 
CA. He is a licensed psychologist and licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. 
Fr. Craig is a clinical psychologist practicing psychotherapy and spiritual for-
mation in Marin County, CA. He is also a priest of the Anglican Church North 
America, serving as vicar of St. David’s Anglican Church in San Rafael. He is 
author of the book Revelations and Possession: Distinguishing Spiritual from Psychologi-
cal Experiences (2009), as well as two books on preventing violence in church-
es: Wolves Among the Sheep (2011), and The Wolves Among the Sheep Work-
book (2013).  
 

 
 
"It has been said every generation over the past one thousand years has sought to unlock the Book of Revelation's 
meaning. What is different about this approach is that Isaacs combines his biblical scholarship with that of a clinical 
psychologist, and examines John's vision through dream analysis and human development. He examines the numer-
ous symbols in the Book of Revelation through the lens of dream interpretation. An insightful and a fresh analysis 
of this mysterious book, culminating in union with God and a transformed life."  

--John Handley, Director, SFA Galleries School of Art 
 
To purchase the book, go to http://wipfandstock.com/john-s-apocalypse.html  

http://wipfandstock.com/john-s-apocalypse.html
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MISSION: Meet with DTUs to ensure religious support 
   needs are met and to conduct training. 

WHERE: JTC, Jordan 

WHEN:  27-31 JULY 2016 

WHY:  17th SB UMT conducted religious support 
   and training to DTUs, including Customs, 
   Postal, and Finance Units 

CH Burgess instructing Finance Soldiers on 
resiliency skills founded on the 7 habits. 

Postal team expressing gratitude 
for visit from BDE UMT. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Greetings! 

Thank you for your continued prayers for me and my family. I thank God 

that this month is bringing me one step closer to getting home.  It "only" 

got to between 126-129 degrees here. Not so bad!  

This summer saw opportunities for me to visit soldiers throughout the Mid-

dle East, including Iraq, Qatar, and Jordan. I have attached a product 

highlighting my mission to Jordan. The Jordan mission also provided the 

chance to see the Baptismal site of the Lord. Thank God!  I have attached 

a picture taken by our unit Public Affairs Officer of me at the Baptism site. 

I know that Mary and the boys enjoyed linking-up with other members of 

the diocese for summer camp and family camp.  

I still anticipate being home by the end of this calendar year. 

V/R,  

Fr. Ian Burgess 

CH Burgess talking to Postal team about their 
upcoming TOA and transition back home. 

CH Burgess at Jesus’ Baptismal Site. 

(Continued from page 4) 



September 2016 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 6 

 

Dear friends, 

The summer of 2016 is coming to an end.  In one way I’m glad, as it was a very HOT summer.  By HOT I mean more 
than just the temperature.  The Middle East wars, the US killings between police and suspects, the lone wolf terrorism 
killings in the U.S., the radicalized muslim terrorism in France, Africa and Belgium.  Now Turkey is in a mess after an 
attempted military takeover.  Not to mention the angry and nasty rhetoric of the U.S. Presidential campaigns.  It seems 
everyone is at war!   

In a recent interview as he traveled to Poland to for World Youth Day celebrations, Pope Francis commented, “The 
world is at war because it has lost peace.”  This “lost peace” phrase caught my eye. 

In the midst of the daily reports of violence this summer, it is a good time to ask, “Where is peace?  With all the wars, 
acts of terror, killing in our streets and hateful commentary in our daily news, does anyone care about peace anymore? In 
our lives can we only expect more division and conflict between us and them? Can a group of people work together with 
the purpose to bring peace?” These questions came to mind as I read the interview with Pope Francis.  I thought that 
within this tumultuous world, the need for Anglican Relief and Development’s work is greater now than ever. 

So, how do we receive peace in our lives?  As Martin Luther King, Jr. famously said, “Darkness cannot drive out dark-
ness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” But where is the light?  Where is the 
love? 

Jesus is love and came to bring us peace.  “I have said these things to you that in me you may have peace” (John 
16:33).  But this is not the peace of the world.  Jesus continues,  “In the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart, I 
have overcome the world.” 

As Christians, we must live in this paradox that we’ve been given. We have everlasting peace from our heavenly father 
that is available to anyone who accepts Jesus as his or her Savior.  Yet we live in a world where peace on earth is elu-
sive.  As we step into this tension and grasp the reality of this world, I would submit to you that ARDF is fundamen-
tally a peace initiative serving others in a peace-starved world.  Our partners with our gifts and donations bring 
peace and reconciliation to the most needy, just as Jesus calls us to do.   

Matthew 10:40-42 reads, “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The 
one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a right-

(Continued on page 7) 
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eous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous 
person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup 
of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no 
means lose his reward.”  This is why giving is more blessed than re-
ceiving — there is a reward for showing the love and peace of Christ 
in truly tough and needy places. 

Happyness Gasper attended secondary school because of an ARDF 
grant which enabled the construction of a hostel in the Diocese of 
Tabora, Tanzania. She wrote the following words of gratefulness that 
are pertinent to the mission of ARDF: “If there were no hostel at the 
school…I would not have gotten the chance to attend secondary school at all.  But, because the hostel accommoda-
tions were comparatively affordable and (best of all) safe and Christian, my parents agreed to pay for me to live at the 
hostel and attend school.”  The peace that Happyness and her family had knowing she was in a safe, affordable and 
Christ-honoring environment is the type of earthbound peace ARDF grants enable. 

Perhaps it is only a small “cup of cold water,” but it’s still a sliver of peace to this world. Will you join ARDF as we 
share this everlasting peace and love of Jesus with others? 

May God grant you peace and grace throughout the remaining days of summer and forever more!  As we pray in our 
Anglican tradition –  The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 

We are truly grateful for your partnership with ARDF.  

Canon William E. Deiss 

(Continued from page 6) 
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SHERATON FAIRPLEX Hotel & Conference Center 
601 West McKinley Avenue, Pomona, CA, 91768 

 
Conference Begins at 4 pm on Friday with Registration & Dinner and Ends at 5 pm on Saturday 

 
Speakers include: Bishop Todd Hunter, Gary Kinnaman, Reverend JK, & Reverend Yee Ching Wah 
 
Workshops:  

Spiritual Journeys (Reverend Gary Kinneman) 

Training Missional Leaders (Reverend JK) 

Evangelism in a cross-cultural context (Rev. Yee Ching Wah) 

Lay Leadership in the Body of Christ, and Canon Law for Average Christians (Rev. Phil Ashey, Director, 
American Anglican Council) 

Healing Ministry and Evangelism (Dr. Glen Petta,,National Director of SOMA) 

Making Disciples through the Catechism (The Rev. Brian Hughes) 

Mobilizing People for Hispanic Ministry and University Mission Start-Ups (The Rev. Canon William Beasley, 
Canon for Greenhouse Movement) 

Young Anglicans Project (The Rev. Dr. Stephen Tighe, Young Anglicans Project - Director of La Frontera 
Youth Ministry Education) 

Cancer, Compassion and the Call of God (Philip and the Rev. Cathie Young) 

Spiritual Direction and the Local Church (Luisa Johnson) 

Starting and maintaining an Alpha program (TBD) 

Cost:  Adults:  $130 until September 30 ($140 Late Registration) plus processing fee 
  Includes entrance to conference, access to all plenary addresses & workshops, 3 meals 

 Children (2 & up) and Youth: $30, Children (under 2): Free (registration required) 
 

Kingdom Kid’s (Kid’s Camp for Children) 

Click Here 

for more  

information 

or to  

Register 

http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
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This $150 registration fee includes BOTH your registration for the Young Anglicans 

Project Gathering October 5-6 (lunch included) AND the Rooted Conference. 

WHY ROOTED? 
Rooted offers a unique, simple conference in the world of ministry to youth. Rooted begins with the Gos-
pel as the starting point and considers all matters in youth ministry and youth culture from that axis. These 
youth ministry conferences feature engaging Biblical teaching, practical workshops, sincere worship and 
the most intimate atmosphere you’ve ever encountered at a conference. No dry ice. No laser light show. 
Just the Gospel, relationships and conversations. About 250 attended Rooted last year, making it an ideal 
sized conference for us to enjoy together. 
 
Visit http://rootedministry.com/conference to learn more.  

http://younganglicansproject.com/rooted-gathering
http://rootedministry.com/conference
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Connecting with God: A Retreat for Clergy Wives 

Friday—Sunday, September 30-October 2, 2016 

Reservation & Payment Deadline:  September 16, 2016 

Pricing includes 2 nights lodging & 6 meals 
Private Room: $254, Double:$176, Quad: $164, RV/Day Use: $118 

 
Our speaker will be Jenny Estes, the wife of Fr. Jack Estes, Rector of St. Luke’s Anglican Church in Bakers-
field, California. Jenny has been a Christian retreat leader for the last 10 years.   
 
Jenny Estes is passionate about women connecting with God, focusing on helping women discover who they 
are in Christ and how to keep their faith strong in the midst of busy lives. Jenny draws from her own immer-
sion in contemporary and classical devotional writings to provide practical ways for modern women to en-
counter God. 
 
Jenny is excited about the opportunity to help other clergy wives connect with Jesus on a deeper level. This 
year’s retreat will explore understanding of our own personality types as described by Myers Briggs, and the 
ways that affects our ability to sense God’s presence. A variety of exercises and reflections will be provided 
to explore new levels of connection with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jenny serves as a worship and prayer leader along side her husband, Fr. Jack Estes. She coordinates social 
events and women’s ministries for the parish. A professional videographer, Jenny works in the legal commu-
nity as a Certified Legal Video Specialist. She is also a freelance writer. She and Fr. Jack have a grown 
daughter, Zoe who resides in Portland, Oregon.  

 

 
 
                     

 

Sadie Beling  

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683.4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco@sti.net   

Click Here to 
Make Reservations Open to clergy wives across the Angli-

can Church in North America.  This 
retreat offers these women an oppor-
tunity to share their particular joys and 
stresses. We invite all clergy wives to 
come for a time of rest, reflection, play, 
and prayer. Reignite your relationship 
with Jesus—and enjoy fellowship with 
other clergy wives. We understand the 
challenges you face. 

http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#wives
http://www.eccoyosemite.org/reservations.html#wives
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

September 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net

