
The Bishop’s Corner—Transition 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

In my 54 years of life I’ve never really met anyone who likes 
change – especially when that change is not of our own choos-
ing.  We like homeostasis – stability – foundations. However, as 
we look throughout the scriptures, the change that came to the 
people of Israel, and later to the Christians, was almost never of 
their own volition.  God called Abraham and his family to leave 
Ur and he did.  God lead the children of Abraham out of bond-
age from Egypt. Jesus sent his disciples into “all nations baptizing 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

These changes are generally met with more than a little trepida-
tion but God was always faithful and He will continue to be 
faithful – He cannot do otherwise – it is in His character. 
 

So too the time of change is upon us in the Anglican Diocese of 
San Joaquin.  Last month Resurrection, Tracy; Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, Fresno; and St. James Cathedral had their closing services 
and walked away from the churches they’ve called home for 
many years.   These services were filled with great sorrow and 
tears as the powerful memories washed over us.  The weddings 
and baptisms, the confirmations and ordinations, the countless 
encounters with the Risen Lord; not to mention the hopes of so 
many young people envisioning their own weddings in those 
churches.  As your bishop, I grieve with you.  But we do not 
grieve as those without hope.  Our hope is in Jesus Christ and 
His word.  Just as God told Jeremiah (Jer. 29:11) that God had a 
hope and a future for him – so too He has a hope and a future 
for us.  
 

We must remember that just as God has been faithful in provid-
ing for His people so too He is faithful in providing for all of us.  
New doors are being opened, literally.  Congregations all over 
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October 2—Bishop @ St. John’s, 
Petaluma 

October 4—Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi—Bishop @ St. Francis, Stock-
ton 

October 9—Bishop @ St. Mary’s, 
Fresno 

October 11-13—Bishop in Chicago 
for a Meeting 

October 15—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

October 16—Bishop @ St. Luke’s, 
Bakersfield 

October 19—Daughters of the Holy 
Cross Quiet Day, ECCO 

October 21—1 Week before Conven-
tion 

October 23—Bishop @ St. Jude’s, 
Tehachapi 

October 27—Diocesan Office Closed 

October 28 & 29—Diocesan Conven-
tion, St. Columba Church, Fresno 

October 30—Bishop @ St. Mark’s, 
Loomis 

October 31 & November 1—
Diocesan Office Closed (Continued on page 2) 
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the valley are opening up their doors and their hearts to provide us refuge while we regroup and live into God’s plans 
for our future.   
 

Churches like Trinity, Bakersfield, give us examples of how to make the transitions, and with God’s help, start over 
again.  Almost three years ago I was with the people of Trinity as they walked away from St. Paul’s. Last spring, I had the 
honor of breaking ground for the new construction and this coming winter or spring, I look forward to consecrating the 
new buildings that are becoming the new home for Trinity. 
 

We can learn a great deal from the people of Trinity and how they went about making this transition.  Of course, there 
was a great deal to their transition but four things seem to have been the pillars: Intentionality – Faithful Obedience – 
Broad Participation – Prayerful Support.  
 

INTENTIONALITY. The leadership at Trinity, Bakersfield, has been intentional about everything that they’ve done.  
From making a legal stance to defend themselves from the lawsuit filed by TEC - to walking away from the old buildings 
- to building their new buildings.  The leadership regularly meets to decide on the next move, they communicate their 
decisions and they execute what they’ve decided.  For Trinity this has all revolved around the scripture found in Acts 
2:42 “And they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers.”  
 

FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE.  As the leadership at Trinity, Bakersfield, met and made their plans, everything was done in 
an environment of faithful obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ, His Word and Sacraments.  The role and authority of the 
Holy Scriptures is paramount for us as Anglican Christians.  Trinity made a special effort to pick up their cross, teach the 
word in small groups and to empower all baptized Christians to live into their faith.  
 

BROAD PARTICIPATION.  A key to any community in transition is inviting the broadest participation possible.  All 
Baptized Christians are called to ministry and Trinity has done a masterful job of helping people participate in all aspects 
of the ministerial life at Trinity.  From bible studies, to feeding the homeless, to conducting services, people are always 
encouraged to serve. Trinity has given special attention to training, empowering and releasing people to serve inside the 
church and in the wider community.  
 

PRAYERFUL SUPPORT.  As Trinity has gone through their transition it could not have happened without the prayer-
ful support of their community and across the diocese. To have dedicated intercessors is a vital aspect of any transition.  
To consistently be lifting the community up before the Lord, seeking His blessing and guidance, is an absolute must in 
any successful transition.   
 

As so many of us across the diocese prepare for and walk through these transitions, let us remember the example of our 
brothers and sisters in Bakersfield by being intentional, faithful, prayerful, and inviting the broadest participation across 
the church.  Trusting always in God’s faithfulness and love towards us, His adopted Children, who have received Him as 
our Lord and Savior! 
 

 

Did You Know?... 

 That Archbishop Foley Beach will be our Celebrant and Keynote speaker at Diocesan Convention this year? 

 That the City of Lathrop honored the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin by recognizing our ministry among Latinos 
in the Valley and choosing us to receive a proclamation in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month?   
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The Great Commission 

October 28-29, 2016 

St. Columba Church 

5073 N. Palm Ave., Fresno, CA 93704 

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach 

ARCHBISHOP AND PRIMATE OF THE    
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA 

The Most Reverend Doctor Foley Beach was elected 
the Archbishop of the Anglican Church in North 
America on June 22, 2014. He is also the Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of the South, headquartered in a sub-
urb of Atlanta, Georgia. 

Archbishop Beach is a graduate of Georgia State Uni-
versity, the University of the South, and Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary. He began his ministry 
by serving teenagers through Young Life. Prior to serv-
ing as archbishop and bishop, he planted and led Holy 
Cross Anglican Church in Loganville, Georgia. 

The scripture verse that has most guided his ministry is 
Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” (ESV) 

Archbishop Beach can be heard on radio stations in 
the U.S. and around the world via his teaching ministry, 
A Word from the Lord, and his One-Minute Message, 
an evangelism outreach to the unchurched. 

He and his wife are life-long Georgians, and have two 
adult children. 

Celebrant & Teacher: 

Archbishop Foley Beach 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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To Train, Equip, Support, and Encourage Clergy and Lay Leaders to Bring People to a 
Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ! 

Diocesan Convention 2016—The Great Commission 
Saint Columba, Fresno 

Friday—October 28th 

8:30 am Registration 

9:00 am Rehearsal for Convention Eucharist 

10:00am Convention Eucharist—Archbishop Foley Beach Celebrant and Bishop Menees Preaching 

11:30 am Break 

11:45 am Opening Business and Report of Constitution/Canons Committee 

12:10 pm Nominations Committee 

12:15 pm Elections 

12:30 pm Blessing of the Food 

12:35 pm Break for Lunch 

1:30 pm Re-convene 

1:35 pm First Presentation on the Great Commission—Archbishop Beach 

2:30 pm Budget Presentation and Vote   

  (Go to http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/convention.html to download budget) 

3:00 pm Second Presentation on the Great Commission—Archbishop Beach 

3:45 pm Break 

4:00 pm Presentation by Bishop Menees—A New Reality 

5:00 pm Evensong 

5:30 pm Hors d’oeuvres with the Archbishop 

6:30 pm Dismiss for the Evening 
 

Saturday—October 29th 

8:30 am Registration 

9:00 am Convention Reconvenes 

9:00 am Morning Prayer 

9:30 am Resolutions and Ministry Moments 

10:35 am Third Presentation on the Great Commission—Archbishop Beach 

11:30 am Prayer and Commissioning Service 

12:00 pm Close of Convention 

*Agenda Subject to Revision 

THE DIOCESE OF SAN JOAQUIN 
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA 

1300 E. Shaw Avenue #123  Fresno, CA 93710  (559) 244-4828  Fax (559) 244-4832 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/convention.html
http://anglicanchurch.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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John’s Apocalypse 
A Study in Dream Interpretation 

 

About the Book: 
Two things confound and confuse most of us: our dreams and the book of Reve-
lation. However, people remain fascinated with both. This study tackles both sub-
jects. The book of Revelation is a vision, a dream, yet it is most often interpreted 
as if it were a piece of consciously created literature. One should never attempt to 
decipher a dream or vision by purely rational methods; rather, the dream needs to 
be approached as poem, art, and mythic story. In this book you will learn a means 
of understanding your dreams and then apply this to approaching a renewed view 
of the book of Revelation.  
 
 
 

About the Author: 
The Rev. T. Craig Isaacs is a graduate of San Francisco Theological Seminary, 
with supplemental classes taken at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 
Besides his Master of Divinity he also holds a Masters and Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology from the California School of Professional Psychology in Berkeley, 
CA. He is a licensed psychologist and licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. 
Fr. Craig is a clinical psychologist practicing psychotherapy and spiritual for-
mation in Marin County, CA. He is also a priest of the Anglican Church North 
America, serving as vicar of St. David’s Anglican Church in San Rafael. He is 
author of the book Revelations and Possession: Distinguishing Spiritual from Psychologi-
cal Experiences (2009), as well as two books on preventing violence in church-
es: Wolves Among the Sheep (2011), and The Wolves Among the Sheep Work-
book (2013).  
 

 
 
"It has been said every generation over the past one thousand years has sought to unlock the Book of Revelation's 
meaning. What is different about this approach is that Isaacs combines his biblical scholarship with that of a clinical 
psychologist, and examines John's vision through dream analysis and human development. He examines the numer-
ous symbols in the Book of Revelation through the lens of dream interpretation. An insightful and a fresh analysis 
of this mysterious book, culminating in union with God and a transformed life."  

--John Handley, Director, SFA Galleries School of Art 
 
To purchase the book, go to http://wipfandstock.com/john-s-apocalypse.html  

http://wipfandstock.com/john-s-apocalypse.html
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SHERATON FAIRPLEX Hotel & Conference Center 
601 West McKinley Avenue, Pomona, CA, 91768 

 
Conference Begins at 4 pm on Friday with Registration & Dinner and Ends at 5 pm on Saturday 

 
Speakers include: Bishop Todd Hunter, Gary Kinnaman, Reverend JK, & Reverend Yee Ching Wah 
 
Workshops:  

Spiritual Journeys (Reverend Gary Kinneman) 

Training Missional Leaders (Reverend JK) 

Evangelism in a cross-cultural context (Rev. Yee Ching Wah) 

Lay Leadership in the Body of Christ, and Canon Law for Average Christians (Rev. Phil Ashey, Director, 
American Anglican Council) 

Healing Ministry and Evangelism (Dr. Glen Petta,,National Director of SOMA) 

Making Disciples through the Catechism (The Rev. Brian Hughes) 

Mobilizing People for Hispanic Ministry and University Mission Start-Ups (The Rev. Canon William Beasley, 
Canon for Greenhouse Movement) 

Young Anglicans Project (The Rev. Dr. Stephen Tighe, Young Anglicans Project - Director of La Frontera 
Youth Ministry Education) 

Cancer, Compassion and the Call of God (Philip and the Rev. Cathie Young) 

Spiritual Direction and the Local Church (Luisa Johnson) 

Starting and maintaining an Alpha program (TBD) 

Cost:  Adults:  $130 until September 30 ($140 Late Registration) plus processing fee 
  Includes entrance to conference, access to all plenary addresses & workshops, 3 meals 

 Children (2 & up) and Youth: $30, Children (under 2): Free (registration required) 
 

Kingdom Kid’s (Kid’s Camp for Children) 

Click Here 

for more  

information 

or to  

Register 

http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

October 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/

