
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Portion of Bishop’s Address to Convention 2016:  

The question then for us is, “How do we fulfill the Great Commission 

with an Anglican ethos and identity?”  I believe the answer is in devel-

oping a Catholic Mind – an Evangelical Heart – and  a Charis-

matic Spirit. 

A CATHOLIC MINDSET  

A Catholic Mindset looks at the church through the eyes of a 

living history, recognizing that Jesus called His Church into being 

with the sending of the Holy Spirit on that first Pentecost.  Far 

too many people think of the church as simply being the local 

entity and having started x number of years ago, or perhaps they 

go back to the sixteenth century and the Reformation.  When we 

lose sight of the two thousand years of church history, two thou-

sand years of wisdom and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we 

become myopic and insular.   

A Catholic Mindset challenges an independent mindset and di-

rects us to recognize that we are part of a larger body, a universal 

church. What a wonderful illustration of the global nature of our 

church was seen recently in the photos of Archbishop Beach at 

the joint meeting of the Global South and GAFCON bishops in 

Cairo, Egypt. Those Bishops represent the vast majority of An-

glican Christians around the world who are in Communion with 

us in the Anglican Church in North America.   

More than simply an Anglican Communion, a Catholic Mindset 

sees the inter-connection of a United Creedal Church throughout 
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November 1—Diocesan Office 
Closed—All Saints’ Day! 

November 6—Bishop @ Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Reedley 

November 8—Rural Deans’ Meeting 

November 9—Friars’ Club 

November 11—Diocesan Office 
Closed—Veterans Day 

November 13—Bishop @                
St. Anselm’s, Elk Grove 

November 14-17—Bishop in Texas 
for Holy Orders Task Force Meeting 

November 19—Diocesan Council 
Meeting 

November 20—Bishop @                
All Saints’, Bakersfield (AM) &         
St. Mark’s, Shafter (PM) 

November 23—Diocesan Office 
Open for Half a Day 

November 24-25—Diocesan Office 
Closed for Thanksgiving 

November 27—Bishop @           
Christ the King, Ridgecrest 

November 28-30—Clergy Retreat 
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the world – and mourns when that unity is broken.  Two weeks ago I had the honor of representing Archbishop Beach, 

the ACNA and all of you, in Chicago as we sat down with members of the Ecumenical Committee of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops.  With this meeting we have entered into a formal process of mutual ministry, recogniz-

ing our common faith, our common history and our common future!   

A Catholic Mindset also recognizes the continuity of our core doctrines:  our understanding of Salvation through Jesus 

Christ and Him alone, the Sacraments of Baptism and the Holy Eucharist as being essential, the Sanctity of Life, the 

Sanctity of Marriage and the Family, and the call to holiness of life.  The list could go on and on.  We are not inventing 

doctrine in an attempt to be relevant to an every changing culture.  We are relying on Doctrine taught by Jesus, handed 

down through the Apostles, that forms the very fabric of the church, and rather than seeking to be relevant to the cul-

ture, seeks to transform culture. 

A Catholic Mindset recognizes that because of the universal, historic and doctrinal nature of the church we live under 

authority and in good order. The authority of the church begins and ends with Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords.  And scripture called the church into order with the formation of Bishops, Priests, Deacons and the Laity, who 

represent the priesthood of All Believers. 

Living under authority means that we do not act alone.  Because of our interconnectedness, we have a responsibility and 

accountability to one another, and the church universal, to act in concert in upholding the core faith of the church.  

Living under authority and in good order means that we are called to fulfill the scripture found in St. Paul’s letter to the 

church in Ephesus… 

[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, [13] until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, [14] so that 

we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. [15] Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 

him who is the head, into Christ, [16] from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it 

is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (Ephesians 4:11-

16)  

The failure to live outside of good order and as “your own authority” has disastrous results. Indeed we exist as a prov-

ince and a diocese because the Episcopal Church has failed to act with a Catholic Mindset, rebelling against authority 

and acting independently to change moral teaching, the doctrine of marriage, and the call to holiness.  Even though the 

Archbishop of Canterbury and all the primates begged and pleaded with TEC not to move forward with the consecra-

tion of Gene Robinson as Bishop of New Hampshire… they acted outside of good order and in rebellion to authority. 

Again the same authorities pleaded with TEC not to change the doctrine of marriage and promote same sex unions.  

And again TEC acted outside of good order and in rebellion to authority. As a result the Anglican Communion has frac-

tures running to the core of her being and may be permanently scared.  
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AN EVANGELICAL HEART 

In addition to a Catholic Mindset an Anglican Response to the Great Commission demands an Evangelical Heart.  This 

is more than the desire to fill churches – that can happen with entertainment and gimmicks.  An Evangelical Heart de-

sires to see the Dale’s of this world find a home in heaven with their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

For many of us, we have the wish for that to happen but the cultural morays run deep.  If you are a boomer like me you 

probably grew up hearing the phrase: “In polite company you do not talk about Sex, Religion or Politics.”  The problem is that is 

ALL THAT THE WORLD IS TALKING ABOUT and our silence on the matter leads to tacit acceptance of what is 

being put out by everyone else! 

A good example of this is when I first came to Christ as a 13 year old.  At 14, I was baptized and four months later con-

firmed in the Episcopal Church.  From my first days there I heard the phrase that, “ALL PEOPLE ARE CHILDREN 

OF GOD”; I suspect many of you heard the same thing.  I simply accepted that as Gospel Truth.  The problem is that 

that is not Gospel Truth but a heretical lie. It was not for another 29 years that I ever questioned the statement and then 

only after hearing a teaching by Ann Graham Lotz (the daughter of Billy Graham). You see, nowhere in the bible does it 

say, “All people are children of God.”  It does say, that everyone is created in the “image of God” (Genesis 1:27) and as 

a result every human being, from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death is due every respect and 

dignity, but that is not the same as being a Child of God.   

The Gospel of John is clear: “[12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, (Jesus) he gave the right to 

become children of God, [13] who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God.” (John 1:12-13) 

And, of course, Jesus is clear in the 14th Chapter of John when he says: [6] “I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me.” (John 14:6) 

If we fall into the very tempting trap of saying “All People are Children of God” 

then we have no obligation to tell them about Jesus, to tell them about being 

adopted by him, to tell them that Jesus and Jesus alone is the way to heaven.”  

Quite frankly, the Evangelical Heart desires for people to live eternally in heaven 

with Jesus, as opposed to eternally in hell without Jesus.  It is that simple, and 

that offensive, to a culture that proclaims, “everything is relative.”  

Of course, we cannot know the heart of an individual and I would never pre-

sume to know the mind of God.  I do know what God tells us in scripture, and I 

do know that I am under the authority of scripture, and therefore I have a duty 

and a privilege to tell people the Good News of Jesus Christ and so do you! 
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A CHARISMATIC SPIRIT 

So an Anglican response to the Great Commission involves a Catholic Mind, an Evangelical Heart, and is lived out with 

a Charismatic Spirit. 

As Anglican Christians, we believe that in the sacrament of Baptism, we are outwardly adopted as children of God and 

we receive the transforming presence of God the Holy Spirit.  In the sacrament of Confirmation, we ask God the Holy 

Spirit to pour upon the individual the gifts of the Holy Spirit, to be used for the work and ministry of the church.  What 

a pleasure it is to pray over the candidates: “Almighty and everliving God, we ask you to strengthen these your servants for witness and 

ministry, through the power of your Holy Spirit. Daily increase in them the gift of your grace and the fruit of your Spirit; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 

These are not simply nice words that I pray over the candidates but the very heart of what it means to live out our bap-

tismal vows, where all who are baptized are made ministers in the church! 

There are many who don’t believe in miracles and, therefore cannot accept that God is active, not passive, in this fallen 

world.  But He is active.  He intervenes all the time.  This morning He was present in the sacrament that you received.  

This moment He is present by the very fact that “two or three have gathered together in His name.”  

But a Charismatic Spirit is so much more than believing in God’s presence.  It is believing in His action and intervention 

into our lives.   

A Charismatic Spirit expects to see the miraculous.  It expects God to supernaturally heal, restore, and forgive.  So then, 

speaking in tongues is not a strange thing; it’s a wonderful gift.  Teaching with authority, Words of Wisdom and 

Knowledge, Healing – there is no limit to the Gifts of the Holy Spirit really, though there are nine gifts specifically listed 

in 1st Corinthians Chapter 12. 

How powerful it was for me to learn that the fruit of a Charismatic Spirit are seen regularly at many of our churches.  

Four years ago, we hosted the provincial Spanish Language Ministry Conference known as Caminemos Juntos.  That 

weekend, Univision & TV Azteca filmed and interviewed me and Fr. Antonio and other participants.  That night I was 

amazed when the piece aired, in that it was at least five minutes long and essentially unedited.  Everything we said was in 

there, including saying that Jesus is the only way to heaven.  The following day the reporter from TV Azteca came to the 

closing Eucharist. I welcomed him and thanked him for running that piece. I then explained that in San Diego, where I 

was from, they would never run a piece like that unedited.  His response floored me.  He said, that normally they would-

n’t here either but he insisted on it because of his brother.  I said I didn’t understand and he explained that his brother 

was diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor, was on hospice care, and near the end of his life until he came to the 

healing service on Thursday night at Our Lady, a healing service, I might add that is Lay led, not clergy led, though Fr. 

Antonio does participate.  Well you might have guessed it; he said his brother was supernaturally healed and is a member 

of Our Lady to this day!   
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I pray for the day when we will no longer be surprised by the gifts of the Holy Spirit in our congregations but simply 

expect them as a natural part of what it means to be an Anglican Christian responding to the Great Commission of Jesus 

Christ! 

CONCLUSION 

Brothers and Sisters there is no question but that we find ourselves living in difficult times. But really, why should we 

expect anything else?  Jesus told his disciples and he tells us, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)  In 2007, the Diocese of San Joaquin learned that the cross would be 

to stand for the gospel and leave an apostate church.  

Today and every day, Jesus sends us out into this fallen world to fulfill the Great Commission!  Let us pray the Lord will 

grant us Catholic Minds, Evangelical Hearts and Charismatic Spirits!  And to that I say… AMEN!  
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The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin 

Clergy Retreat 

November 28-30, 2016 
4:00 pm Monday—1:00 pm Wednesday 

 

 Following Jesus in the Wilderness: Reflections on Mark 1:12-13  

With the Rt. Rev. David Hicks 
St. Anthony’s Retreat 

Three Rivers, CA 

 
 

$90.00 per night for a shared room, for 2 nights & 6 meals (=$180/person).  
A limited number of private rooms are available on a case by case basis for  

$110.00 per night, for 2 nights & 6 meals (=$220/person).  
 

For Reservations go to:  https://goo.gl/forms/PQ7M4h3K6na1J9zi1  
 

Reservation Deadline: November 14 

 
For Clergy Retreat Brochure go to: http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/ 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/PQ7M4h3K6na1J9zi1
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
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2017 Liturgical Kalendars  

Based on the Recently Approved ACNA Lectionary Available 

 

Liturgical Kalendars based upon the recently approved ACNA lectionary are now available for the year 2017. The Kal-
endars are printed in full color in accordance with the liturgical seasons for use by clergy and altar guilds. Sunday lection-
ary readings are printed on the front of the page for easy use by preachers and readers. The Kalendars include all of the 
Holy Days, Feasts and commemorations recently approved for celebration and observation by the College of Bishops of 
the ACNA. Kalendar headers can be customized with the name, contact information and a customized graphic.  

Kalendars are also invaluable for home worship. Following the liturgical calendar, especially the Holy Days and Feasts, 
brings faith alive in the home as the cycle of the Church year and the remembrance of our forefathers and foremothers 
in faith centers daily life in the Life of Christ. “Our children love reading about the saints as part of our daily Morning 
Prayer as a family,” says Erin Giles. “We have made following the Liturgical calendar central to faith formation in our 
home education of our children. It brings me great joy when they talk about the liturgical seasons so easily and naturally. 
It is part of their view of the world.” A printed Liturgical Kalendar makes this daily practice simple. 

A second Kalendar features the lectionary and calendar of Holy Days printed in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer is 
available for those parishes still using that lectionary.  

St. Francis Anglican Church in Stockton, CA and Jesus the Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Henderson, NV pro-
duce these Kalendars in a joint effort. Frank McClure of Henderson, NV prints the Kalendars and customizes the head-
er with the name and contact information of the church ordering the Kalendars.  

Prices are as follows:  
 
1-25 Calendars are $5.25 each plus shipping. 
26+ Calendars are $5.00 each plus shipping. 
 
Shipping and Handling Charges:  
1-25 $9.00 
26-50 $11.00 
50+ $15.00 
 
Please indicate 1979 BCP or 2017 ACNA 
 

To download an order form go to:  
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/ 
 
For printing information, contact Frank McClure  
for further information.  He can be reached at  
postalnmorenv@gmail.com or 702.815.5126 

 
Submitted by: Deacon Erin Giles,  
Jesus the Good Shepherd Henderson, NV  
175 Cassia Way, Suite A111 Henderson, NV  
702.525.8645  erin@vegasanglican.org  

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
mailto:postalnmorenv@gmail.com
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St. Columba Church 

Anglican Church Women 
Invite you to their Annual  

Festival of Trees Christmas Boutique 

 Saturday, December 3, 2016 

10 am  -  2 pm 

Parish Hall 

Creative crafts and goods made from the heart and hands of our 
Anglican Church Women! 

Wreaths, Ornaments, Trees, Jewelry, Baked Goods, Wood Crafts, 
Scarves, Hats, Blankets, and so much more!!! 

Raffle Prizes 

Lunch Available for Purchase 
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Pencil us In!!! 
Annual Diocesan ACW Meeting 

Saturday, January 7, 2017 
10 am – 11 am 

St. Columba Church, Fresno 
 
 
 

 

We will be electing new Executive Board Members, assigning Deanery Reps and     

selecting a Nominating Committee.  We will also be discussing                                   

the Honored Women’s Luncheon and upcoming events for 2017. 
 
 

 

 

To get involved, please contact Beth Rogers at  

(559) 709-4834 or chevopie@gmail.com  

mailto:chevopie@gmail.com


November 2016 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 10 

SHERATON FAIRPLEX Hotel & Conference Center 
601 West McKinley Avenue, Pomona, CA, 91768 

 
Conference Begins at 4 pm on Friday with Registration & Dinner and Ends at 5 pm on Saturday 

 
Speakers include: Bishop Todd Hunter, Gary Kinnaman, Reverend JK, & Reverend Yee Ching Wah 
 
Workshops:  

Spiritual Journeys (Reverend Gary Kinneman) 

Training Missional Leaders (Reverend JK) 

Evangelism in a cross-cultural context (Rev. Yee Ching Wah) 

Lay Leadership in the Body of Christ, and Canon Law for Average Christians (Rev. Phil Ashey, Director, 
American Anglican Council) 

Healing Ministry and Evangelism (Dr. Glen Petta,,National Director of SOMA) 

Making Disciples through the Catechism (The Rev. Brian Hughes) 

Mobilizing People for Hispanic Ministry and University Mission Start-Ups (The Rev. Canon William Beasley, 
Canon for Greenhouse Movement) 

Young Anglicans Project (The Rev. Dr. Stephen Tighe, Young Anglicans Project - Director of La Frontera 
Youth Ministry Education) 

Cancer, Compassion and the Call of God (Philip and the Rev. Cathie Young) 

Spiritual Direction and the Local Church (Luisa Johnson) 

Starting and maintaining an Alpha program (TBD) 

Cost:  Adults:  $130 until September 30 ($140 Late Registration) plus processing fee 
  Includes entrance to conference, access to all plenary addresses & workshops, 3 meals 

 Children (2 & up) and Youth: $30, Children (under 2): Free (registration required) 
 

Kingdom Kid’s (Kid’s Camp for Children) 

Click Here 

for more  

information 

or to  

Register 

http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
http://kingdomconference.info/#intro
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

November 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/

