
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Happy New Year! Now I know that this is NOT the January edi-
tion of the Anglican – this is the December edition!  But we in 
the church march to the tune of a different drummer.  Our New 
Year begins with the Season of Advent.  

Advent is the first season of the New Church Year and for us we 
are also beginning a new lectionary cycle – in our three-year read-
ings of the scriptures, this past Sunday was the first Sunday of 
the year. 

It’s important to note that we do not begin with Christmas and 
the celebration of Christ’s Birth. We begin by preparing, but not 
preparing the Christmas tree, purchasing the presents and getting 
into the high anxiety of pre-Christmas.  We prepare our heart 
and soul to meet our maker, the Judge of the Universe. 

The Term Advent comes from the Latin term “Adventus” and it 
means “Coming.”  Christ generally comes to us in the church in 
three ways:  

a) Christ’s Incarnation – Christmas 
b) Christ’s presence with us now – Word and Sacrament. 
c) Christ’s 2nd coming as Judge. 

In this Season of Advent, we live within the reality of Christ’s 
incarnation. We Know that the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.  We Know that God so loved the world that he gave 
His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that all who believe in Him 
would have eternal life.  And we Know that in that little town of 
Bethlehem some two-thousand years ago, the Virgin Mary – the 
“theotokos” -would give birth to the Christ child fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy – “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Be-
hold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Im-
manuel.” (Isaiah 7:14 ESV) 
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December 4—Bishop @             
St. Nicholas, Atwater 

December 5-10—Bishop in Belize 
for Mission Trip with All Saints, 
Bakersfield 

December 13—Rural Deans 

December 14—Friars’ Club 

December 17—Diocesan Council 
Meeting 

December 18—Bishop @           
St. Martin of Tours, Fresno 

December 23—Diocesan Office 
Closed at Noon 

December 26—Diocesan Office 
Closed 

December 27-January 1—Bishop 
Menees on Vacation 

January 2—Diocesan Office 
Closed 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Equally in the Season of Advent, we live in the presence of Christ, in the midst of Word and Sacrament.  Every time we 
gather to worship, Jesus is present in fulfillment of his promise: “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.” (Matthew 18:20 ESV) Christ is present in his Word which is living and true – sharper than any two-edged 
sword. As 2nd Timothy tells us “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV) AND Christ 
is present in the sacrament – the living bread – the wine of everlasting life.  Jesus said, “Take, eat, this is my body which is 
given for you… this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  

The question for us in Advent and every season of the year is, “Are we living in the presence of Christ and in prepara-
tion for His coming again?”  The promise of Christ, which we can cling on to, is that He will return to judge the living 
and the dead.  As His adopted children, we have nothing to fear and everything to hope for! As scripture tells us – we 
are the “apple of His eye” (Psalm 17:8) and His bride (Rev. 19) so we should live in expectation of Christ’s return and 
our great Homecoming! 

Therefore this Advent season, let us prepare our hearts and souls to be presented to the Bride Groom pure and spotless 
– washed clean by His love!  Happy New Year! 

 

Convention Follow-Up! 

The following people were elected to leadership positions during our recent convention at St. Columba:  
 
Diocesan Council:  
Mr. Michael Finney – Delta Deanery 
Mr. James O’Neil – Yosemite Deanery 
Dcn. Cathy Leach – Sequoia Deanery 
Fr. Jack Estes – Kern Deanery 
 
Standing Committee:  
Fr. Paul Gibbons 
Mr. John Swiger 
 
Provincial Council:  
Mr. Bill Atwood – (Episcopal appointment after convention)  
 
Ecclesiastical Trial Court: 
Mr. David Katzakian 
Fr. Mark Hall 
 
Provincial Assembly:  
Fr. Townsend Waddill  
Ms. Victoria Schuller (Episcopal appointment after convention)   
Fr. Jack Estes 
Fr. David Miller 
Mrs. Betty Miller 
Archdeacon Frances Levy  
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Transitions 

The following congregations have left the confiscated properties and entered into the new facilities provided by the 
Lord:  

 St. James – Campus Bible Church - 222 E. Fountain Way, Fresno  

 Our Lady of Guadalupe – St. Mary’s Anglican Church 

 St. Jude’s – Mountain Bible Church—630 Maple Street, Tehachapi 

 All Saints’ – Westminster Presbyterian – 2080 Stine Road, Bakersfield 

 St. Mark’s (Now known as Faith Anglican) - Ford Theater – 1100 E. Lerdo, Shafter.  

 

Clergy Transitions 

 December 31st Fr. Jim Sweeney will complete his ministry as Vicar at St. Anselm’s, Elk Grove.  

 January 1st Fr. Franklin Mmor will begin his ministry as Vicar at St. Anselm’s, Elk Grove.  

 Fr. Esteban Salazar has been granted a six-month temporary leave to serve at a Lutheran Church in Santa 
Maria in their Spanish language ministry.  

 Fr. Aidan Hix has requested and been granted leave from his ordinal vows so that he can enter into the Or-
thodox Church in America.  

 Fr. Edward Dondi has requested to be released from the Anglican Church in North America in order to go 
back to the Episcopal Church.  
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New Meeting Location  
for  

St. Jude’s in the Mountains,  
Tehachapi 



From Janet Robinson – Rectora for Anglican 4
th
 Day, #8 

I hope this season of Thanksgiving finds you grateful for the many blessings in your lives.  I know that one of the greatest 
blessings I received from the Lord this year was when I got to meet and get to know each person who attended the Anglican 
4th Day #7 last summer at ECCO.  I hope that during the 2017 season of Thanksgiving you will be able to count the time you 
attended the Anglican 4th Day Retreat as a blessing also. You and other candidates will be able to get to know each other in a 
spiritual way and have the blessing of the Holy Spirit to move you through an exciting weekend filled with fun and song, 
learning and teaching by lay members of the diocese, and times of reflection, worship and prayer.   

This year, the venue has changed to the extremely pleasant St. Anthony's Retreat in Three Rivers, California.  We are excited 
to move to this location as it promises many opportunities for private reflection and prayer as well as places for worship and 
learning.  

The weekend will be held from August 3-6, 2017.  We would like to encourage you to send in an application to become a can-
didate for this weekend.  After you fill out the application, you should give it to your parish priest to review.  He in turn will 
send it on to the Anglican 4th Day Diocesan Lay Leader of the Diocese, Annie Curtier, who will review it with her committee. 

Every part of the weekend can be explained to you by the member of your church who sponsors you.  This person will sup-
ply you with spiritual support during the weekend by praying for your time at this retreat. 

My own weekend was called a Cursillo.  Only the name has been changed for legal reasons.  Anglican Fourth Day is very 
much like a Cursillo.  I attended in 1991 as one of the youngest members of my church and all my “buds” went also.  We all 
turned a corner, so to speak, in our spiritual journeys by being inspired, not necessarily by the clergy present, but by the lay 
witnesses who taught us the meaning of being a committed Christian. The clergy instructed us in areas of profound im-
portance so we could be responsible Christians.  I know that since 1991, I have played a vital part in the life of my parish.  I 
have grown, stretched and given back the wonderful gifts of spiritual renewal which I received at my weekend.  

We want to offer this weekend to members of the Diocese who feel ready to have a Christian renewal experience with other 
like-minded individuals from the Diocese.  You will be working with highly motivated and experienced members of the Lay 
Community, Annie Curtier, and Fr. Townsend Waddill (Spiritual Director), as well as some Deacons from the Diocese.  

This will be a Spiritual Retreat like no other! It can revitalize your life. Please prayerfully consider applying to become a candi-
date.  One way the Lord promises to work mightily in our lives is to give to others the gifts of faith we have received.  This is 
your opportunity to receive those spiritual gifts and give back! 

The theme of the weekend is, “Here am I, Lord!  Send me!” from Isaiah 6:8. Please take it to heart and pray about attend-
ing the weekend.  The Lord will know if you are to go.  Ask him.  Please look at the application, that you may obtain by going 
to the link below, as you have your prayer time.  Our fervent prayer is that you will decide to fill out the application to come 
to Anglican 4th Day #8 in Three Rivers, California from August 3-6, 2017.  If you have any questions please call Annie 
Curtier at 661-433-6889 or Janet and Kevin Robinson at 559-627-1783 or Janet’s cell at 559-786-9791. Candidate Applications 
are available at http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/forms/. 
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2017 Liturgical Kalendars  

Based on the Recently Approved ACNA Lectionary Available 

 

Liturgical Kalendars based upon the recently approved ACNA lectionary are now available for the year 2017. The Kal-
endars are printed in full color in accordance with the liturgical seasons for use by clergy and altar guilds. Sunday lection-
ary readings are printed on the front of the page for easy use by preachers and readers. The Kalendars include all of the 
Holy Days, Feasts and commemorations recently approved for celebration and observation by the College of Bishops of 
the ACNA. Kalendar headers can be customized with the name, contact information and a customized graphic.  

Kalendars are also invaluable for home worship. Following the liturgical calendar, especially the Holy Days and Feasts, 
brings faith alive in the home as the cycle of the Church year and the remembrance of our forefathers and foremothers 
in faith centers daily life in the Life of Christ. “Our children love reading about the saints as part of our daily Morning 
Prayer as a family,” says Erin Giles. “We have made following the Liturgical calendar central to faith formation in our 
home education of our children. It brings me great joy when they talk about the liturgical seasons so easily and naturally. 
It is part of their view of the world.” A printed Liturgical Kalendar makes this daily practice simple. 

A second Kalendar features the lectionary and calendar of Holy Days printed in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer is 
available for those parishes still using that lectionary.  

St. Francis Anglican Church in Stockton, CA and Jesus the Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Henderson, NV pro-
duce these Kalendars in a joint effort. Frank McClure of Henderson, NV prints the Kalendars and customizes the head-
er with the name and contact information of the church ordering the Kalendars.  

Prices are as follows:  
 
1-25 Calendars are $5.25 each plus shipping. 
26+ Calendars are $5.00 each plus shipping. 
 
Shipping and Handling Charges:  
1-25 $9.00 
26-50 $11.00 
50+ $15.00 
 
Please indicate 1979 BCP or 2017 ACNA 
 

To download an order form go to:  
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/ 
 
For printing information, contact Frank McClure  
for further information.  He can be reached at  
postalnmorenv@gmail.com or 702.815.5126 

 
Submitted by: Deacon Erin Giles,  
Jesus the Good Shepherd Henderson, NV  
175 Cassia Way, Suite A111 Henderson, NV  
702.525.8645  erin@vegasanglican.org  

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
mailto:postalnmorenv@gmail.com
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St. Columba Church 

Anglican Church Women 
Invite you to their Annual  

Festival of Trees Christmas Boutique 

 Saturday, December 3, 2016 

10 am  -  2 pm 

Parish Hall 

Creative crafts and goods made from the heart and hands of our 
Anglican Church Women! 

Wreaths, Ornaments, Trees, Jewelry, Baked Goods, Wood Crafts, 
Scarves, Hats, Blankets, and so much more!!! 

Raffle Prizes 

Lunch Available for Purchase 
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Pencil us In!!! 
Annual Diocesan ACW Meeting 

Saturday, January 7, 2017 
10 am – 11 am 

St. Columba Church, Fresno 
 
 
 

 

We will be electing new Executive Board Members, assigning Deanery Reps and     

selecting a Nominating Committee.  We will also be discussing                                   

the Honored Women’s Luncheon and upcoming events for 2017. 
 
 

 

 

To get involved, please contact Beth Rogers at  

(559) 709-4834 or chevopie@gmail.com  

mailto:chevopie@gmail.com
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

December 2016 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/

