
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of you, my 
brothers and sisters, in the Diocese of San Joaquin!  As you read 
this article we’ve just celebrated many important feasts in the 
church calendar. From December 25th to January 1st we celebrat-
ed: Christ-mas (the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ), St. Ste-
phen’s Day, St. John the Apostle and Holy Innocents.  Each one 
of these feasts marks the fallen nature of the world and God’s 
loving and perfect response. 

Of course, with Christmas we mark God’s perfect love for a 
broken and fallen world.  In this feast, we are reminded, “God so 
love the world that he gave his only son to the end that all who believe in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) With St. Stephen’s 
Day, we are reminded that the gospel of Jesus is scandalous and 
threatening and the Jews responded in fear by stoning to death 
Deacon Stephen. Yet even as he was being put to death scripture 
tells us that the heavens opened and Stephen saw the ascended 
Jesus sitting at the right hand of the Father! St. John the Apos-
tle is the only apostle for whom we do not have an account of 
his death but he tells us in the Book of Revelation that he had 
been imprisoned on the Island of Patmos. It was in his banish-
ment that the Angel of the Lord appeared to him and gave him 
the greatest of all visions – the apocalypse – the end of time and 
the beginning of time – the triumph of Jesus Christ the son of 
Mary – King of Kings and Lord of Lords- the Alpha and the 
Omega! Holy Innocents – marks the evil of King Herod who 
caused the execution of two thousand innocent children in his 
attempt to kill the long prophesied.  But God had another plan – 
he warned Joseph and the three wise men in a dream to flee to 
Egypt thus sparing Jesus to fulfill God’s plan of redemption. 
Those innocent, who were murdered are referred to in the Book 
of Revelation as those dressed in white robes worshiping the 
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January 8-13—Bishop @           
College of Bishop’s Meeting         
in Melbourne, FL 

January 15—Bishop @          
Christ Church, Oakhurst,            
for last day in current location 

January 20-21—Bishop in          
San Francisco for Walk for Life on 
January 21 

January 21—Diocesan Council 
Meeting 

January 22—Bishop @                
St. Luke’s, Merced,                      
for last day in current location 

February 3-5—First Vestry Retreat 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Lamb that was slain. These innocent sing, in endless praise to the Lord God Almighty. Finally, Holy Name, when we 
remember the faithfulness of Mary and Joseph who brought the baby to the Temple to be circumcised and finally, offi-
cially, named.  And they named him Jesus – which means God saves. 

The point driven home with each of these feasts and all the other feasts of the church is the sovereignty of God and His 
perfect love and provision.  As we enter into 2017, we in the Diocese of San Joaquin need to remember these lessons – 
God’s sovereignty and His perfect love and provision.  There is no question that we live in a fallen and broken world. 
The signs are all around us – terrorist attacks – men and women, boys and girls sold as slaves, abortion and murder.  In 
short, a world that is calling out for God’s perfect love and provision!   

This year we in the Diocese of San Joaquin will hand over the confiscated properties – another sign that we live in a fall-
en world – and another opportunity to recognize and submit to God’s sovereignty and to receive His perfect love and 
provision.  The churches that have left their properties so far have been perfectly provided for. St. Mark’s, Shafter be-
came Faith Anglican as they moved into Ford’s theater just a few blocks away. All Saints closed the doors behind them 
and moved into Westminster Presbyterian who opened up their recreation hall for worship. St. Jude’s moved a few 
blocks away to Mountain Bible Church. The list continues and in each one of these is the story of brothers and sisters 
submitting to the sovereignty of God and being bathed in His love and perfect provision. 

I pray the same for each of us in the Diocese of San Joaquin – not only as communities but as individuals – I pray that 
we will daily remember that God is sovereign – He is in charge – He provides for us perfectly – He loves us – we need 
not be afraid – we need not to be anxious – we need not be worried.  And to that I say… AMEN!  

 

Key Dates for Early 2017 

 

January 21 ..................................................... Walk for Life – San Francisco  
February 3 – 5 .................... Vestry Retreat Option 1 – St. Anthony Retreat  
March 1 ................................................................................................. Ash Wednesday  
March 1 .................. Deadline for Parochial Reports via ACNA Web Portal  
March 3 – 5 ......................... Vestry Retreat Option 2 – St. Anthony Retreat  
March 12 .......................................................................... Daylight Saving Time Starts  
April 6 ................................................................................ Mass of  Chrism  
April 9 ........................................................................................................ Palm Sunday  
April 13 ............................................................................................. Maundy Thursday  
April 14 ...................................................................................................... Good Friday  
April 15 .................................................................................................... Holy Saturday  
April 16 .................................................................................................... Easter Sunday  
May 1 – 3 ............................................................ Spring Clergy Conference 
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A HISTORIC AND MEMORABLE EPISCOPAL VISIT 

BY THE BISHOP OF SINGAPORE, RENNIS PONNIAH,      

    AND ARCHBISHOP FOLEY BEACH 

Report by Rev. Lewis Lew, Dean of Nepal 

The Deanery of Nepal 

1 December 2016 

The episcopal visit by the Bishop Rennis Ponniah and the Archbishop Foley 

Beach (ACNA) to Nepal was meant to be a straight forward one, but the 

Lord in His humor decided to add in some excitement for the team. It be-

gan with a three-hour flight delay in Delhi for Bishop Rennis and his chaplain Rev. Bertram Cheong, followed by anoth-

er two-hour flight delay at the Kathmandu domestic airport. As the clock ticked away, Archbishop Foley who was al-

ready in Pokhara with his chaplain, Canon Jack Lumanog quickly familiarized himself with the liturgy of our Confirma-

tion Service, while we waited for news of Bishop Rennis’ arrival. When we learned that Bishop Rennis’ flight would not 

arrive on time, we decided to proceed with the service with Abp. Foley presiding. Meanwhile, Bp. Rennis had sent a text 

to Abp. Foley to invite him to officiate the Confirmation Service. It was heartwarming to see how the two Bishops, even 

though separated by hundreds of miles, were of one mind and were so ready to serve one another. 

The Confirmation Service was held in Maranatha Church, which is situated in a slum area in Pokhara City (Western Ne-

pal). A total of 317 confirmands packed the worship hall. This was a historic moment for the Anglican Church in Nepal 

as these confirmands were its first batch of Anglican members from the Western part of Nepal to be confirmed. As we 

obey the Lord's call for us to focus our work in the western part of the country, this group of newly confirmed members 

were reminded that they will be the ones sent to reach the lost, just as the Lord has commissioned us to go and make 

disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19-20). 

The second Confirmation service was held the following day in Lappa village of Dhading. Lappa consists of three villag-

es with a population of 6,000 people and sits at 2650m above sea level, on the remote northern tip of Dhading, near the 

Manaslu ranges, not too far from the Tibetan border. One way to get to Lappa village is a four-day hike on foot. We 

chose the easy way by helicopter from Kathmandu. Bp. Rennis and Abp. Foley had the joy of confirming 219 members 

at a special service held in the temporary makeshift church building of Lappa Church. The original building was de-

stroyed in the earthquake and its members are still waiting for a new building to be constructed. 

At our debriefing session, Abp. Foley commented that he was humbled to witness the spiritual hunger of the local be-

lievers and the powerful move of the Holy Spirit at the two Confirmation Services. His sentiment reflected everyone 

else’s who was on the team. Not only did we witness the spiritual hunger of the people, we could also attest to the ear-

nest faith of the believers despite the reality of their harsh living conditions, and their need to face adversity while receiv-

ing so little help after the quake. It was amazing that despite all they have been through, Lappa Church has grown to a 

size of 1,300 members. 

While the confirmation service was going on in Lappa Church, Canon Jack and I hiked the half-hour trail across a ridge 

to a remote part of the village. Here, I had the joy of baptizing 18 new believers, in freezing water, in a 'baptism pool' 
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that is actually a stream from a waterfall. I was overjoyed to see the faith of the new believers, many of whom are in their 

late teens. They know very well that when they choose to follow Christ, they will face severe persecution from fellow 

villagers of other faiths. The pain from the freezing water that I had to bear for the 20 minutes, pale in comparison to 

what these people have to suffer for their faith in Christ. My prayer for these candidates is from Philippians Chapter 1, 

that their faith will serve to advance the Gospel of Christ in Lappa and beyond. My only regret was that we were unable 

to stay longer, to wait for 15 others who were 2-3 hours' journey away who also wanted to be baptized. Perhaps this is a 

good reason for me to return to Lappa soon. 

We ended our day in Lappa rejoicing and filled with gladness. But while we waited for our helicopter to arrive to take us 

back to Kathmandu, the weather changed rapidly. Half the team, including Bp. Rennis, got stranded in Lappa and had to 

wait for the weather to improve. We soon realized why God wanted us to stay. A line of local believers formed quickly 

to seek prayers from Bp. Rennis. They included the elderly and babies who were sick but had no access to medical help. 

Their nearest health post is a 12-hour journey on foot through very difficult and dangerous terrain, manned often by 

staff who have little or no medical experience. 

Our helicopter eventually arrived about an hour later to pick us up. It did so in the nick of time because Lappa village 

was engulfed by very thick fog within minutes of our departure. We had come unprepared and ill-equipped to brave the 

near zero temperatures of Lappa after nightfall, and were glad to be airborne and on our way back to Kathmandu. 

For the next two days, Bp. Rennis, Canon Steven Asirvatham and I taught at the annual ACN Leadership Training Con-

ference from the book of 2 Timothy. About 60 of our clergymen, School of Ministry graduates, district coordinators and 

pastors attended the conference. 

This was followed by another historic event for the Anglican Church in Nepal, where Bp. Rennis consecrated the Living 

Hope Church building, which was fully handed-over to us from the builders in April 2016. It was a joyous and emotion-

al occasion for the members of Living Hope Church, as they recounted the Lord’s faithfulness and blessing to their 

mustard-seed-faith when they set up the church under Rev. Prem Tamang three years ago with just 12 members. Today, 

Living Hope Church has a membership of 300 and is running two services - in Nepali and in English. 

As we wrapped up the week of ministry in Nepal, we were 

awed by the wind of the Spirit that is blowing in this nation. 

God is certainly moving in amazing ways. My prayer is for 

the Church in Nepal to be caught in this wind of God. 

You may have guessed correctly that by this time, our 

Silkair flight back to Singapore was delayed and subsequent-

ly cancelled, but our spirits were not dampened even 

though we were physically exhausted, and had to spend an 

extra night in Kathmandu. This was because we were riding 

on a high of God’s presence with us and with the Anglican 

Church in Nepal.   

© 2016 Diocese of Singapore 
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Annual Diocesan ACW Meeting 
Saturday, January 7, 2017 

10 am – 11 am 
St. Columba Church, Fresno 

 
 
 

 

 

 

We will be electing new Executive Board Members, assigning Deanery Reps and     

selecting a Nominating Committee.  We will also be discussing                                   

the Honored Women’s Luncheon and upcoming events for 2017. 
 
 

 

 

To get involved, please contact Beth Rogers at  

(559) 709-4834 or chevopie@gmail.com  

mailto:chevopie@gmail.com
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After coffee hour on 
Sundays, it has be-
come a tradition for 
most of  us from St. 
James', Lindsay, to 
continue our fellow-
ship at China's Alley 
Mexican Restaurant 
in Lindsay. The food 
is great and the com-
pany is outstanding!! 
Several other church-
es in Lindsay do the 
same thing, so it's a 
wonderful chance for 
all of  us to catch up 
on the news and cele-
brate our Sabbath 
meal.  

St. James' folks at China's 

Photo taken by Dcn. Cathy 
Leach. 
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2017 Vestry and Bishop’s Committee Retreats 
 

Come and join us at the beautiful St. Anthony Retreat Center,  
as Bp. Menees leads 2017’s Vestry/Bishop’s Committee Retreats! 

 

 

 

 
When:  February 3 – 5 (Deadline to Register: Thursday, January 19), OR  

 March 3 – 5 (Deadline to Register: Thursday, February 16) 

Where:  St. Anthony Retreat, 43816 Sierra Dr., Three Rivers, CA 93271 

Cost for Entire Retreat: $196/person for shared rooms; $240/person for private rooms (first come, 
first served); $75 for Day Use/RV Use (Note: there are NO hookups for the RVs) 

To Sign Up Go To: https://goo.gl/forms/3SIavtNucQvkMtFG3  

https://goo.gl/forms/3SIavtNucQvkMtFG3%20
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2017 Liturgical Kalendars  

Based on the Recently Approved ACNA Lectionary Available 

 

Liturgical Kalendars based upon the recently approved ACNA lectionary are now available for the year 2017. The Kal-
endars are printed in full color in accordance with the liturgical seasons for use by clergy and altar guilds. Sunday lection-
ary readings are printed on the front of the page for easy use by preachers and readers. The Kalendars include all of the 
Holy Days, Feasts and commemorations recently approved for celebration and observation by the College of Bishops of 
the ACNA. Kalendar headers can be customized with the name, contact information and a customized graphic.  

Kalendars are also invaluable for home worship. Following the liturgical calendar, especially the Holy Days and Feasts, 
brings faith alive in the home as the cycle of the Church year and the remembrance of our forefathers and foremothers 
in faith centers daily life in the Life of Christ. “Our children love reading about the saints as part of our daily Morning 
Prayer as a family,” says Erin Giles. “We have made following the Liturgical calendar central to faith formation in our 
home education of our children. It brings me great joy when they talk about the liturgical seasons so easily and naturally. 
It is part of their view of the world.” A printed Liturgical Kalendar makes this daily practice simple. 

A second Kalendar features the lectionary and calendar of Holy Days printed in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer is 
available for those parishes still using that lectionary.  

St. Francis Anglican Church in Stockton, CA and Jesus the Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Henderson, NV pro-
duce these Kalendars in a joint effort. Frank McClure of Henderson, NV prints the Kalendars and customizes the head-
er with the name and contact information of the church ordering the Kalendars.  

Prices are as follows:  
 
1-25 Calendars are $5.25 each plus shipping. 
26+ Calendars are $5.00 each plus shipping. 
 
Shipping and Handling Charges:  
1-25 $9.00 
26-50 $11.00 
50+ $15.00 
 
Please indicate 1979 BCP or 2017 ACNA 
 

To download an order form go to:  
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/ 
 
For printing information, contact Frank McClure  
for further information.  He can be reached at  
postalnmorenv@gmail.com or 702.815.5126 

 
Submitted by: Deacon Erin Giles,  
Jesus the Good Shepherd Henderson, NV  
175 Cassia Way, Suite A111 Henderson, NV  
702.525.8645  erin@vegasanglican.org  

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/
mailto:postalnmorenv@gmail.com
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

January 2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/

