
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Transitions are a fact of life and often uncomfortable but, with 
foresight and planning they can turn into wonderful blessings, 
with God’s help!  Over the past six months, we in the Diocese of 
San Joaquin have been in the midst of transition that has certain-
ly been uncomfortable.  After having lost the lawsuit that the 
Episcopal Church filed against us, which effectively allowed for 
the confiscation of our property, we’ve been turning over prop-
erties to TEC. 
 
For the most part these have been smooth transitions and TEC 
has worked with us on many levels and for that I am grateful.  
What I am most grateful for is God’s perfect provision for our 
congregations – often at the last minute but always providing 
perfectly! So far:  

Resurrection, Tracy, closed and families are attending St. Francis, 
Stockton. 

Good Shepherd, Reedley, was welcomed at St. Anthony’s Roman 
Catholic Church.  

St. James, Fresno, walked into the open arms of Campus Bible 
Church rent free;  

St. Mark’s, Shafter, walked down the street to Ford theater which 
has also opened their doors rent free.  

All Saint’s, Bakersfield, was welcomed by Westminster Presbyter-
ian who have made a hall available to them full time at a very rea-
sonable rent.  

St. Peter’s, Kernville, had a local Lutheran Church close up shop 
and just welcomed St. Peter’s by giving everything to St. Peter’s. 

St. Jude’s, Tehachapi, was welcomed into Mountain Bible at a 
very reasonable rent. 
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February 3-5—First Vestry Retreat 

February 12—Bishop @             
St. Alban’s, Los Banos,                
for their last day in current location 

February 14—Rural Deans 

February 16—Deadline for      
Registration for Vestry/Bishop’s 
Committee Retreat on March 3-5 

February 18—Diocesan Council 
and Standing Committee          
Goal-Setting/Visioning Retreat 

February 19—Bishop @             
St. Anselm’s, Elk Grove 

February 20—Diocesan Office 
Closed, Presidents’ Day 

February 24-26—Winter Youth 
Retreat 

February 26—Bishop @          
Christ Church, Lemoore 

March 1—Deadline for ACNA 
Parochial Reports 

March 3-5—Vestry/Bishop’s 
Committee Retreat Option 2 
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St. Philip’s, Coalinga, closed and families are attending Christ Church, Lemoore.  

Christ Church, Oakhurst, moved toward the center of town to the Masonic Lodge where they’ve been given a very rea-
sonable rent.  

St. Luke’s, Merced, was welcomed at Our Lady of Mercy Roman Catholic Church with Bishop Ochoa greeting the con-
gregation and welcoming them in. 
 
Of course, the opening of new doors and being welcomed by other congregations is just the first part of the transition.  
The next step is, through prayer and hard work, to seek God’s vision for the future – short term and long term.  We 
have only to look to Trinity, Bakersfield to see how God has blessed that congregation, their mission and ministry.  
Trinity envisioned a congregation built around small group discipleship and outreach into the community.  In the midst 
of that, God made land available and the congregation raised the funds to build anew. In a few months, they will move 
into their new facilities. The key isn’t in the building of new buildings, as important as that is… it is in the building of 
God’s church – in discipling God’s adopted children – in the faithful teaching of God’s Word and administration of His 
sacraments, that the church is built and the Kingdom of God honored.  
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Dio-
cese of San Joaquin;  
 

I write you on the airplane as I return 
to our beautiful, and finally wet, valley. 
This past week I’ve been blessed to be 
a part of the College of Bishops meet-
ing in Melbourne, Florida, January 9-
13. 
 

This was a full week and we accom-
plished many things as a College as we 
continue to build, with God’s help, 
the Anglican Church in North Ameri-
ca. 
 

I will not attempt to redo the report 
on the ACNA website 
(anglicanchurch.net) but will hold up 
the highlights. 
 

1.  We were blessed to have our 
teaching this week from three notable and distinguished scholars: Bishop Mark Lawrence of the Diocese of 
South Carolina (and son of San Joaquin), Archbishop K.P. Yohannan of Believers Church in India, and Bishop 
Joseph D'Souza of Good Shepherd Church in India. (Combined, the two Indian Bishops represent nearly five 
million people, working primarily with women and the lowest caste Hindus.) 
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2.  We used our time wisely in continuing to build the Book of Common Prayer 2019. We approved the liturgies for 
Lent and Holy Week along with many others pastoral offices.  

A.  Very notably, the website (www.legereme.com) was rolled out. This will be a very useful tool for the entire 
province and the communion. This website has the daily offices with the proper collects and scriptures al-
ready tied in. One can even click the “listen” button and the scriptures will be read to you! 

B.  The website also contains a calendar with all the scriptures laid out for each of the daily offices and Holy Eu-
charist.  

3.  We spent a goodly amount of time going through a redrafting of the Catechism. You’ll remember that for the 
past few years the college has been looking for feedback. The newest version contains most of the old version 
but is written in a much more user friendly manner that will be a benefit to many who are reading the catechism 
without the benefit of a mentor to disciple them. (Though clearly having a trained catechist is the standard.) 

4.  The Task Force on Holy Orders presented our final section – phase four.  

A.  The Task Force was charged with putting together the best arguments for and against the ordination of 
women to the priesthood. I was and am blessed to be a member of the task force, and I believe we have put 
together a topnotch product.  

B.  A summation paper is the last piece we need for the College of Bishops.  

C.  The work is being compiled into one document (as yet to be titled) that contains writing on our development 
of a common hermeneutic, ecclesiology and the arguments for and against women in the priesthood.  

D.  The work will soon be on the provincial website and available to all. It has also been shared with the 
GAFCON Theological Commission for their review and use. 

E.  The College received the report and agreed to dedicate 2017 to the study of the report. We will meet in small 
groups and again as a whole in conclave in September.  

F.  Please do not expect any decisions in 2017. The college wants to take this process very prayerfully and seri-
ously in determining the way forward.  

G.  I bid your prayers for all the bishops as we move into a season of discernment on this very important issue.  

5.  Lastly, we were privileged to receive a workshop on Spiritual Warfare and Exorcism presented by our very own 
Fr. Craig Isaacs, Ph.D. Fr. Craig did an outstanding job and reminded all of us on the fundamental importance 
of prayer.  

 
With that I conclude this communication to the diocese with the prayer commended to us by Fr. Isaacs, who concludes 
each service with this prayer:  
 
“St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; and do thou, o prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander though the 
world for the ruin of souls. Amen” 
 

Bishop  Menees  
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Key Dates for Early 2017 

 

February 3 – 5 .................... Vestry Retreat Option 1 – St. Anthony Retreat  
March 1 ................................................................................................. Ash Wednesday  
March 1 .................. Deadline for Parochial Reports via ACNA Web Portal  
March 3 – 5 ......................... Vestry Retreat Option 2 – St. Anthony Retreat  
March 12 .......................................................................... Daylight Saving Time Starts  
April 6 ................................................................................ Mass of  Chrism  
April 9 ........................................................................................................ Palm Sunday  
April 13 ............................................................................................. Maundy Thursday  
April 14 ...................................................................................................... Good Friday  
April 15 .................................................................................................... Holy Saturday  
April 16 .................................................................................................... Easter Sunday  
May 1 – 3 ............................................................ Spring Clergy Conference 
 
 

St. Luke’s Anglican Church is now worshiping in a building of  Our Lady of  Mercy Roman Catholic 
Church, so they have a new   
address.  It is: 
 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church 
435 W. 21st Street 
Merced, CA  95340 
 
 
Contact Patti with any questions 
you may have. 
 
 
Patti McClain 
Administrative Assistant 
 
(209) 383-1888 
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From Darkness into Light 

 
After several months of looking for worship space on Sunday morning in the general vicinity of our former location, All 
Saints entered into an agreement with Westminster Presbyterian Church of Bakersfield.  They graciously refurbished 
their former fellowship hall, which is an old 2000 square foot school portable.  It was a tremendous transformation to 
watch, as they gutted it, put up new ceiling and lights, added a kitchenette, and put in new carpet.  The space comfortably 
seats 100 and allows us an area to have coffee and adult ed after the service. To top it off, we don’t need to tear down or 
set up and we have the opportunity to use the building for special occasions.  Though the appearance from outside is not 
glorious, it’s a visual representation of 2 Corinthians 4:7, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the sur-
passing power belongs to God and not to us.”   
 
It has been overwhelmingly clear to us that God’s power has led the way during our transition, and our time of worship 
has been filled with joyful thanksgiving.  A highlight so far has been participating in a joint worship service with West-
minster, All Saints, and Restoration on a Sunday evening before Christmas.  Dr. Thorpe of Westminster came up with 
the idea of doing a reverse Tenebrae service, and we worked together to craft it.  It began in darkness with sounds of 
chaos and confusion (my children playing trumpet and ukulele), then it transitioned into a summons to worship.  As pas-
sages of Scripture were read and reflected upon, more candles were lit.   The increasing brightness and singing in the 
sanctuary gave a tangible sense of Christ’s presence in the midst of the chaos and confusion of our world.  The service 
was well attended, and over twenty lay people participated in the service from all three congregations.  We followed the 
service with a time of fellowship where our congregations had the chance to get to know one another.  This opportunity 
to join with others in the larger body of Christ for worship and fellowship has been an unexpected blessing that has 
come out of our move, and we’re planning another joint service either during Lent or Holy Week.   
 
Fr. Mark Hall 
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   Students Grade 6-12 

Registration Deadline February 13 

The purpose of the Diocese of San Joaquin Winter Youth Retreats is to share the good news of Jesus 
with students both in the church and outside the church, and to encourage a life of discipleship. 

The theme of this year’s winter retreat will be the feeding of the five thousand from Matthew.       
Jesus teaches his disciples that they can offer help and hope when they work with Him. 

We will also hear from Love Inc. of Tulare County and help them make a difference with those who 
are in need.  You can find out more about Love Inc. by vising their Facebook page:   

Love INC of Tulare County  

Contact Fr. Paul Gibbons for more information 

(559) 732-4821 

gibbonsv@gmail.com 

Go to http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/  
for the brochure and registration form. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Love-INC-of-Tulare-County-184542904927105/about/?ref=page_internal
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/


February 2017 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 7 

 

Get started by logging into the system at:   http://www.acna.org/r/sign_in 

A Quick Start Guide is Available at:  www.acna.org/quick-start  
 

There is a “Support” tab on the website, where a volunteer is available to assist you. (Please under-
stand that there will be thousands of people using the system, but there are only a few support staff. 
If you don’t get someone via live chat right away, you can leave a message and they will get back with 
you as soon as they are able.) 
 

Please contact Corey McLaughlin if you have any questions. 

administrator@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net  
 (559) 244-4828  

 
Forms may be printed out and submitted to the Diocese no later than       

February 24 if you would like the Diocese to do the data entry for you.       
Go to http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/parochial-report-form.html 

to download the form. 

http://www.acna.org/r/sign_in
http://www.acna.org/quick-start
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/parochial-report-form.html


2017 Vestry and Bishop’s Committee Retreat 
 

Come and join us at the beautiful St. Anthony Retreat Center,  
as Bp. Menees leads the Second 2017 Vestry/Bishop’s Committee Retreat! 

 

 

 

 

 

When:  March 3 – 5 (Deadline to Register: Thursday, February 16) 

Where:  St. Anthony Retreat, 43816 Sierra Dr., Three Rivers, CA 93271 

Cost for Entire Retreat: $196/person for shared rooms; $240/person for private rooms (first 
come, first served); $75 for Day Use/RV Use (Note: there are NO hookups for the RVs) 

To Sign Up Click Here. 
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The second Sunday before the end of Epiphany is World Mis-
sion Sunday, and that day this year is February 19, 2017. Learn 
how you can make this special day spiritually challenging, 
prayerfully engaging and practically motivating! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

In Isaiah 12:4 we read, "In that day you will say: 'Give praise to the 
Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he 
has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.'" 
 

I know that in our churches we are giving praise to God and proclaiming his name, but are we making known 
among the nations what he has done, so that all peoples can proclaim, with us, that his name is exalted? 
 

I rejoice to say that much work and partnership IS taking place around the globe, but there is much more still to be 
done to inspire and encourage us to participate in God's global and great commission. We have designated the sec-
ond Sunday before the end of Epiphany as World Mission Sunday, and that day this year is February 19, 2017. 
 

The Anglican Church in North America and Anglican Global Mission Partners (AGMP) have teamed up to provide 
you with helpful resources to make this special day spiritually challenging, prayerfully engaging, and practically moti-
vating. Please visit the  New Wineskins Missionary Network site at newwineskins.org and watch a special vid-
eo "God's Passion for the World" that we prepared just for this occasion, along with a promotional trailer that you 
can use in advance of Feb. 19. 
 

You can plan a mission training day, lunch or dinner event, invite a guest speaker, or host a special Sunday School 
class focused on world missions and play the "God's Passion for the World" video. There is even a study guide you 
can download. You can highlight those mission projects and partners that your congregation supports, and take up 
a special offering on their behalf. 
 

Other resources offered online include a prayer Litany for Mission, special excerpts from the Kenyan Eucharistic 
Liturgy, and other links to videos that will help educate your parish on "the task remaining" to reach the ends of the 
earth with the gospel message! A listing of AGMP partners, who are available to speak, train or preach, can also be 
found at newwineskins.org or contact info@newwineskins.org if you need assistance. 
 

Thank you for your partnership in proclaiming the Gospel in both word and deed throughout the world. 

  
The Most Rev. Dr.  Foley Beach 
Archbishop and Primate of the Anglican Church in North America  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014-_o5HqTsI_P9rvEzPjMzuBY7d5xH37HmtT4mkXMUhZUvzxibZChzVjqdVGdGJispgeVeQfop02MTCZKApXp7GfuklThcEMZlRUrI2bDhpN6ro-RxbE84Bkcz7f5s9uNixiBuZfkoSduRZzYCEwdLuVoCyt1_y4vmociYGg5RGE=&c=1AvZ0_PXFL-6WtXnSR4zP9rf-Z8SdFMIwVGAt1hG0tR85hJuP8fEK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014-_o5HqTsI_P9rvEzPjMzuBY7d5xH37HmtT4mkXMUhZUvzxibZChzVjqdVGdGJispgeVeQfop02MTCZKApXp7GfuklThcEMZlRUrI2bDhpN6ro-RxbE84Bkcz7f5s9uNixiBuZfkoSduRZzYCEwdLuVoCyt1_y4vmociYGg5RGE=&c=1AvZ0_PXFL-6WtXnSR4zP9rf-Z8SdFMIwVGAt1hG0tR85hJuP8fEK
mailto:info@newwineskins.org
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

February 2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
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