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March we began the Season of Lent with the Ash Wednesday
Liturgy. What an awesome and sobering liturgy that is. Ash
Wednesday is that one day of the year when we defy all cultural
norms. We are reminded of our sinful nature and our mortality.
We do this with the imposition of ashes and the prayers of penance like this one: “Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you
have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in
us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.”
For those of you new to a liturgical church, the Season of Lent is
the forty days immediately preceding Easter. It is intended to be
a time of preparation, to receive our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, on
Easter Sunday.
During the season of Lent, all Christians are encouraged to journey both inward and outward. Inwardly, Christians are invited to
be even more intentional about setting time aside for prayer. Of
course we are to do this daily all of our lives but during the season of Lent that prayer is done with particular attention to the
inward examination of our lives and honest self appraisal. Just as
stated in the collect, God has created all things and hates nothing
that he has made. Therefore as creatures of God, we are not hated by Him or kept at arms length. However, our self indulgent
appetites and our selfishness, separates us from God and therefore the ability to experience his Grace in its fullness. Self examination is never easy but always necessary if we hope to bridge
that gulf that exists as a result of our sinful lives.
During the Season of Lent, Christians are encouraged to partake
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, in which we meet with our
priest, confess our sins, and seek counsel and absolution. Of
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Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar
March 1—Deadline for ACNA
Parochial Reports
March 1—Ash Wednesday,
Bishop @ St. James, Lindsay
March 3-5—Vestry/Bishop’s
Committee Retreat Option 2
March 11—Bishop Menees @
Little Brothers and Sisters of
Sacrifice Quiet Day
March 12—Bishop Menees @
St. John’s, Porterville
March 14—Rural Dean’s Meeting

March 18—Visioning Retreat for
Diocesan Council and Standing
Committee
March 19—Bishop Menees @
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fresno
March 26—Bishop Menees @
St. Luke’s, Bakersfield for their last
service in current building
April 2-3—Bishop Menees @
Meeting in Texas
April 6—Mass of Chrism
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course, sacramental reconciliation is in addition to private acts of reconciliation. The promise of Christ is that forgiveness of sin is ours if we ask with a sincere and contrite heart and intend to amend our lives.
The inward journey of Lent is also marked by acts of self-denial. Self-denial is intended to help us remove distractions
from our lives and concentrate on our relationship with God. I want to encourage all members of the diocese to take
sincerely that call to self-denial. Too often we take the easy path saying, “no meat on Friday” for example and fail to
remove the major obstacle… perhaps gambling has become important in our lives…or perhaps we sit in front of a TV
or computer for hours; time that could have been spent in prayer and study are spent in isolation and separation. Of
course, the list could go on and on and on. One traditional form of self-denial is that which Jesus himself demonstrated.
Fasting. I invite the diocese to fast one day a week and to take the money that would have gone toward food to be put
toward some form of outreach to the poor and hungry who go without food not as an act of self-denial but of necessity.
When you fast, dedicate your fast to a loved one who doesn’t yet know the Lord or to someone for whom you would
like to receive a special blessing.
The outward journey of Lent is marked by acts of self-sacrifice and service to others. I want to encourage the diocese to
volunteer their time and talent to different ministries inside and outside of the church. The opportunities are endless for
service but if you would like specifics, please see one of your clergy who will be more than happy to set you up.
I would like to conclude this article with the same call that I gave at the end of the Ash Wednesday Liturgy at St. James,
Lindsay:
“Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the
custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the
faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the
faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in
mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to
renew their repentance and faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and
self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word.”
I pray you all a blessed and holy Lent!
Bishop Menees

Did You Know?


That Canon Franklyn Mmor has been installed as Vicar of St. Anselm of Canterbury, Elk Grove?



That following a closing service and deconsecration, St. Alban’s, Los Banos, has moved two blocks from their old
location to the United Methodist Church where they were greeted by the Methodist congregation who joined the
procession to honor and welcome St. Alban’s to their new temporary home?



That Bishop Menees was invited to meet with Cardinal Peter Turkson and the Most Rev. Armondo Ochoa for a
presentation on the Papal Encyclical “Laudato Si?”



That Christina Raines, a parishioner at St. James Fresno is preparing for a year long mission to Lebanon to work
with Syrian refugees?
(Continued on page 3)
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Mmor Installation
St. Anselm’s, 2/19/17
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Bishop Menees
with the Most
Rev. Armondo
Ochoa and
Cardinal Peter
Turkson, 2/20/17

Key Dates for Early 2017
March 1 ................................................................................................. Ash Wednesday
March 1 .................. Deadline for Parochial Reports via ACNA Web Portal
March 3 – 5 ......................... Vestry Retreat Option 2 – St. Anthony Retreat
March 12 .......................................................................... Daylight Saving Time Starts
April 6 ................................................................................ Mass of Chrism
April 9 ........................................................................................................ Palm Sunday
April 13 ............................................................................................. Maundy Thursday
April 14 ...................................................................................................... Good Friday
April 15 .................................................................................................... Holy Saturday
April 16 .................................................................................................... Easter Sunday
May 1 – 3 ............................................................ Spring Clergy Conference
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Topics covered in this
course will include…
History

An examination of the notion that science and Christianity have historically been "at war"
An examination of the emergence of the Creationist
movement in 20th Century America

Science

A consideration of the scientific definition of a "theory"
An explanation (in laymen's terms) of the most recent
scientific findings pertaining to the origins of the universe, life, species, & humans
An examination of six models (four of them Christian) for interpreting the scientific findings on origins
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Scripture

A comparison of 4 different Biblical interpretations
of Genesis
1-3, which each maintain an emphasis on the authority of Scripture

Theology

A consideration of how the Doctrines of the Fall
and Original Sin might be re-imagined in light of
evolution
A discussion of why all of this matters, including
how the prevalent secular perception that Christianity is irreconcilable with science could be impacting the success of the Great Commission

THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN

Page 5

The order exists to gather Anglican women and girls into a nurturing and empowering community to serve our Lord Jesus Christ as
He unites and builds up His Body, the Church.
The Order was instituted September 12, 2009, as a ministry within
the Anglican Church in North America. More than 900 women
have entered the Order.
We are united by our common vow. Only a member may wear the
Cross of the Order which reminds her of Jesus’ sacrifice and her
desire to grow closer to Him.
The Daughters live by a fourfold Rule of Life that encompasses
Prayer, Study, Service, and Evangelism. Each day we offer prayers
for the Order, our Chaplain, our clergy, our chapters, and any persons who are brought to our attention because of their needs.
We engage in study of the Holy Scriptures and materials related to our Lord and how we might know His plan and purpose for our lives. Daughters seek daily to do the will of God, serving our clergy, our church and others as the Lord
directs. We also make a conscientious effort to bring others into a relationship with Jesus by sharing the Gospel in word
and deed.
The Order’s Rule gives us a path forward to a more fruitful Christian life. Following our Rule makes us available to receive what God in His mercy seeks to give us.
The Order welcomes all whom the Lord has called into membership. The criteria that determine eligibility for membership are that the woman herself and the denomination to which she belongs both affirm and adhere to the Faith Statement of the Order. Candidates undergo a minimum of three months of study and discernment to test and confirm the
call. Discernment comes as they take the following steps:





Prayer
Study the Bible and the DHC Candidate Study Manual
Reflect with their mentor and study group members
Seek counsel from their priest and others whose spiritual direction they trust

When a woman is sure of her calling, she vows to live by the Rule of Life of the Order.
Information regarding admission to the Order is available at www.daughtershc.org.
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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