
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

With these words we began our Easter celebrations and every 
service throughout the Season of Easter.  These words speak to a 
wonderful truth:  

• The physical resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

• The truth of the Word of God. The prophets foretold and 
Jesus confirmed that he would suffer and die at the hands of 
sinners and that he would rise on the third day!  

• The promise that all who believe in his name and believe that 
God raised him from the dead would not die forever and 
they too would be raised from the dead. 

The question is, for us, and all Christians is how do we live be-
tween now and then? On that first Easter night Jesus appeared to 
the disciples and gave them, and us, our marching orders.  
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me so I send you!” 
Jesus sent the disciples into a violent world with a message of 
Peace and Forgiveness.  

This past Holy Week the world saw a most remarkable expres-
sion of this peace and forgiveness following a horrific coordinat-
ed terrorist attack in two Coptic Churches on Palm Sunday. 
These bomb blasts killed over 40 worshipers and injured scores 
of others.  

Sadly, to the world this is old news and received, comparably, 
little press coverage or world attention. Radical Muslims killing 
people, Muslim and Christian, all innocent, has become all too 
common place.  
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May 1-3—Spring Clergy Conference 
@ St. Anthony’s Retreat Center 

May 6—Bishop’s Gathering of the 
Daughters @ Trinity Anglican,      
Bakersfield 

May 7—Bishop @ Trinity Anglican 
Church 

May 8-9—Bishop Meeting              
RE: Provincial Matters 

May 8-11—Raul on Vacation 
(Diocesan Receptionist/Tech)  

May 15-19—Carol on Vacation 
(Diocesan Bookkeeper)  

May 20—Diocesan Council Meeting 

May 22-June 5—Corey on Vacation 
(Diocesan Administrator) 

May 29—Diocesan Office Closed—
Memorial Day 
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However, the message of Easter was preached loudly and clearly on Monday in Holy Week as Fr. Boules Georges, at St. 
Mark’s Cairo, preached a sermon of Peace, Forgiveness and Love to a packed church.  The sermon was directed at those 
who would seek to kill Christians.  

I commend this sermon to you and pray that we all may have the strength, courage and love to live out this kind of 
Easter message! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Bishop Menees 

 

A  M E S S A G E  T O  T H O S E  W H O  K I L L  U S  

Fr. Boules George, St. Mark, Cleopatra (Cairo, Egypt) 

A VERY sincere thank you to Tamer Mina for creating a video with subtitles! Watch 
and read at once! Or just read the transcript below. 

What will we say to them? 

THANK YOU 

The first thing we will say is “Thank you very, very much,” and you won’t be-
lieve us when we say it. 

You know why we thank you? I’ll tell you. You won’t get it, but please believe us. 

You gave us to die the same death as Christ–and this is the biggest honor we could have. Christ was crucified–and this 
is our faith. He died and was slaughtered–and this is our faith. You gave us, and you gave them to die. 

We thank you because you shortened for us the journey. When someone is headed home to a particular city, he keeps 
looking at the time. “When will I get home? Are we there yet?” Can you imagine if in an instant he finds himself on a 
rocket ship straight to his destination? You shortened the journey! Thank you for shortening the journey. 

We thank you because you gave to us to fulfill what Christ said to us: “Behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves” (Luke 
10:3). We were lambs; our only weapons: our faith and the church we pray in. I carry no weapon in my hand. We are so 
grateful that you helped us fulfill this saying of Christ. 

Thank you for helping us achieve our goal. You’re helping us, and you don’t even know it. I know you don’t under-
stand, but I’m trying to explain it to you. There are people we visited at home to encourage them to come to church–
three, four, five times. Still they won’t come. What you’re doing here–you’re bringing to church the people who never 
come. Believe me–it’s bringing to church the people who never come! 

People who were living in sin and away from God, after the bombing of St. Peter’s Chapel in the Cathedral, they were 
saying, “You never know when your number’s up. Better take more care [in our spiritual lives].” All these visitations 
we do–you’re so much more effective. You’re filling up our churches! You’re filling our churches! 

Let’s speak plainly here… Usually attendance at the Eve of Monday Pascha is very little. People are usually so tired after 
a long Palm Sunday Liturgy and the General Funeral, and they don’t come to the Eve of Monday services. When I came 
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in tonight, there were people on chairs outside the sanctuary, there were people in the balcony seating. The church is 
completely full. There isn’t even one empty nook. Thank you. We are so grateful that you’re helping fill up our 
churches. 

When you do this, you irritate the soul of the person who was lazy before. You wake his conscience and the love of God 
within him prods him to come to church. 

Can you see why we thank you? We’re not being deceptive. A priest holding a microphone can’t lie to you! I say to 
you: THANK YOU. Thank you for all you have done for us without even noticing. 

WE LOVE YOU 

The second part of the message we want to send to you is that we love you. And this, unfortunately, you won’t under-
stand at all. Maybe you won’t believe us when we say we’re grateful. But this–you won’t even understand. Why won’t 
you understand it? Because this too is a teaching of our Christ. I want to explain to you about our Christ. I want to 
tell you about how wonderful He is. 

See what Christ said: If you love those who love you, you have no profit or reward with me. Even thugs and thieves love 
those who love them. Any gang loves its members. Even the drug dealers all like each other and take care of each other. 
Right? But I want to tell you that “if you love those who love you, what reward have you… But I say to you, love your ene-
mies”(Matthew 5:46, 44). 
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We Christians don’t have enemies. We don’t 
have enemies; others make enmity with us. 
The Christian doesn’t make enemies be-
cause we are commanded to love every-
one. And so, we love you because this is the 
teaching of our God–that I’m to love you–
no matter what you do to me. 

I love you very much. And I want to say 
one last thing to you: we’re praying for you. 
Because the One who told us to love you 
told us to “bless those who curse you… and 
PRAY for those who spitefully use you” (Matthew 
5:44).  So my instructions from my loving 
God make it my duty to pray for you. 

In one of the dioceses, there is a bishop. In that diocese, there is a man who gets on the microphone every week to say 
terrible things about Christians–unheard of things. So the servants [of the diocese] are hearing this man and are so up-
set. We didn’t do anything to this man. He’s just taken a vow to curse us. Every Friday he comes out and curses 
the Christians. 

So the bishop is sitting with his servants, and he asks them, “Are you upset by what this man says?” And they say, “Of 
course! We are so upset! What’s he doing to us!” The bishop gets quiet and his face darkens with sorrow. The servants 
say to him, “You have a right to be upset from what he says, Your Grace. You have a right.” 

“I’m not upset with him,” the bishop says, “I’m upset with you! You are servants–you? How many of you pray for 
him every day? Because if he tasted of the love of God, if he knew who our Lord is, he could never hate again be-
cause God is love. 

“How many of you are praying for him? Aren’t you servants! Aren’t you Christians! So you are a servant teaching in 
the Sunday School here, and you’ve broken the commandment of Christ to pray for this person?!” 

So what do you think? How about we make a commitment to pray for them? Pray that they know the God of 
love? Pray that they experience the love of God? Because if they knew that God is love and experienced His love, they 
could not do these things–never, never, never. 

They are a wretched lot. And because they are wretched, we must pray for them. But when someone loves God, he 
won’t know except love. 

We need to pray for them so they can sleep at night. A person who has all this inside them, how can he sleep com-
fortably? 

Can you imagine? We are being slaughtered and the King of Peace gives us peace to sleep. And the one who slaugh-
ters, all night he can’t sleep. 

You know where this happens in the Bible? With Daniel and the king. Daniel is put in the lion’s den and he stays up all 
night praising God and praying for the king. And the king is up all night, tossing and turning, unable to sleep. 
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Pray for them. Take it as a command. Take it as a duty. Take 
it as the application of Christ’s instructions. 

We must ALL pray for them today that God opens their 
eyes and open their hearts to His love. 

Because if they knew Him, they could NEVER do this. 

I don’t want to take too long. God comfort us. God give us 
understanding. God give us JOY because Christ’s promise is 
truth. He said, “I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, 
and your joy NO ONE will take from you” (John 16:22). 

I’m embarrassed to say at the beginning of Holy Week that 
the Church, though she is in pain, rejoices because today–I don’t know what the final count is. They said 40-
something, and, of course, many people in the hospitals will catch up to them. All of these are crowns. They are re-
joicing with God. And they will attend the Resurrection up there. And they are praying for us. The rest is on us. 

O, you lucky, lucky, lucky ones! And until it is our turn. 

To our God be the glory now and forever. Amen 

 

Transitions 

• A special thank you to Fr. Tony Monreal for his ministry as Vocations Officer & Chair of the Commission on 
Ministry. Fr. Monreal stepped down from this ministry in order to care for his ailing parents.  

• Fr. Ron Longero has been appointed by Bishop Menees to take on the ministry of Vocations Officer & Chair of 
the Commission on Ministry – thank you Fr. Ron! 

• A special thank you to Fr. Jack Faucett for his ministry as Vicar at Jesus Our Savior Anglican Church, Modesto. Fr. 
Faucett resigned his position due to health reasons.  

 

Vocations & Positions Open 

Please pray for the Lord to raise up clergy to step into the following ministries:  

• Vicar at St. Timothy, Bishop and Trinity, Lone Pine.  

• Vicar at St. Michael & All Angels, Sonora.  

• Vicar at Grace, Turlock and Jesus Our Savior, Modesto.  

• Vicar at St. Peter, Kernville.  
 
Please pray for new vocations:  
“O God, you led your holy apostles to ordain ministers in every place: Grant that your Church, under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, may choose suitable persons for the ministry of Word and Sacrament, and may uphold them in their 
work for the extension of your kingdom; through him who is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.” BCP  
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Greetings!    
  
We are excited to announce that phase two of the Matthew 25 Ini-
tiative is now available.  
 
It all started with a vision from Archbishop Foley Beach and his 
desire to use a generous grant from an anonymous donor to help 
churches reach the poor and needy in their communities.  
 
After only 18 months of effort and development of these programs, the Matthew 25 fund has helped support nearly 
40 new ministries. 
 
For this phase of the initiative, Archbishop Beach secured a dollar-for-dollar matching gift of up to $1,000,000 if the 
Province of the Anglican Church in North America can raise $1,000,000!   
 
Now, as the monies are raised within the Province, the Matthew 25 Initiative is opening up a grant request cycle and 
will begin receiving a new set of applications from programs and ministries within the Anglican Church in North 
America. As these applications are received, studied, and prayed over, they are also juried by a group of leaders within 
the Anglican Church in North America who have extensive experience in this level of outreach ministry. 
 
If you are an interested ministry you can apply for a grant from Matthew 25 for between $3,000 and $25,000. The 
grant application is available for download with more information at www.matthew25i.org. 
 
 

St. Luke’s (Merced) has moved! 
 

Their new address is: 
 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church 
435 W. 21st Street 
Merced, CA  95340 
 
(209) 383-1888 
 
Patti McClain 
Administrative Assistant 
Office Hours:  M – Th 8 – 2, Friday 8 – Noon  
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Are you hard-wired for mission? Do you stay up late thinking about how to make disciples in contemporary culture? 

If so, I have a few spots still available at an event I am hosting called the Intersection Conference - and I want 
to offer one to you. Archbishop Beach commissioned me to recruit leaders like you, strategic missional minds who are 
willing to engineer church from the mission field back, to form the Telos Collective, a small alliance that will decode 
the gospel for the next generation. Coming up May 18-20, 2017, we will be gathering in Costa Mesa, California, for fur-
ther conversation about how to make disciples of 21st century North Americans, and to learn from speakers  David 
Fitch and and Kris McDaniel, as well as from one another.  

Our theme for this year is Gospel, and we will also be discussing Culture, Missional Ecclesiology, Missional Leadership, 
and God's Empowering Presence in relation to it. We'll spend most of our time in working cohorts of 25, talking about 
contextualization and implementation.  

Will you attend? If you're as passionate about mission as I am, I believe you'll have something valuable to 
contribute. Just fill out this simple application, and I'll get right back to you.  

Learn more about the  Intersection Conference.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration! 

Bishop Todd Hunter 
Bishop of Churches for the Sake of Others  
Telos Collective Founder and Leader  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018ZISud_QuUVCw3GleGwItr-cNjevfKhN_S6CV1vJpaeZ2lF_dRa3Erivbnvkdl02LlkUExlhQRQLX734BPUmh0XfjQAgZY-Jm3XYvaYyFII9qIMwlUYGQWbhRu9_xoQTIf-9dk1XcPQDaKm9WjLhxQ1R3T0uV3pxlKMyoSTkkUndeKJHZJ5i9e2Vh3x4SlvBkb-cbT5MwdacNMSylWXMzw==&c=-BMbr6HiX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018ZISud_QuUVCw3GleGwItr-cNjevfKhN_S6CV1vJpaeZ2lF_dRa3EksyAezW5K4VVJdnvfEmQdRm4xrjCt99Crm27cXR-k6vqwBvelPaq7-hUtNnShOaBA-9pYuqZpeUxePZCEBv-PGThblQ18jQHTfs2VwCP8Z1L8zcLnOn5JQQGtVniNPlzw==&c=-BMbr6HiXWH_dGdkZkQWmV3GVdSSACGq8eRpQOxRo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018ZISud_QuUVCw3GleGwItr-cNjevfKhN_S6CV1vJpaeZ2lF_dRa3EksyAezW5K4V46RNL5sS72-qlJYkS0ZRHCMgU9GJZvEZReagBaZahtpVb_XVGBBJLJexpelRJIzE57gf9bS4kWVq_ipQFg28YAoFLls-j_3aD43pbzAd0aalYpzOHAXhVaj34KR1dgnMP3a1CSYt_as=&c=-BMbr6HiXWH_dGdkZkQWm
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

May  2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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