
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

A Catholic Mind ~ An Evangelical Heart ~ A Charismatic Spirit 

Last year at the Diocesan Convention I said that we in the Dio-
cese of San Joaquin needed to develop a new narrative. The old 
narrative of “Well, if we just weren’t under the shadow of this lawsuit 
things would be better” is no longer adequate – actually it never was.  
I concluded my address by saying that we needed to develop a 
Catholic Mind, an Evangelical Heart and a Charismatic Spirit.  

I am so pleased to say that we are making strides toward this new 
narrative, though admittedly, it will take awhile. 

In the winter, the Diocesan Council and Standing Committee 
gathered in retreat to re-examine our Vision and Mission.  We 
agreed that our vision, as a diocese, indeed captures a Catholic 
Mindset. That mindset is universal, orthodox in belief and prac-
tice, and under authority. What is that Vision? “To Be an Apostolic 
Community, Under Authority, that Brings People to Jesus Christ.” After 
prayer and discussion, we decided that the Mission of the diocese 
did need to be clarified to elicit a more Evangelical Heart. Our 
Mission is now – “As the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, We Will 
Call and Equip Laity and Clergy to Bring People to and Disciple them in a 
Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ.”  

The modifications make it clear that we must seek to call people 
to ministry as well as equip them to bring people to a saving rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and Disciple them as well.  The modi-
fications are in the Calling and Discipling of brothers and sisters.  

To that end, we have a new emphasis in identifying and calling 
potential clergy for the diocese.  I’ve asked each congregation to 
regularly pray for new vocations and to identify potential new 
clergy.  

 

The San Joaquin 
Anglican 

Bishop’s Schedule 
And 

Diocesan Calendar 

VOL  6  July 2017  ISSUE 7 

+ + + 

June 25-30—Bishop @ Provincial 
Council/College of Bishop’s/
Provincial Assembly Meeting 

July 4—Diocesan Office Closed 

July 11—Rural Deans Meeting 

July 15—Diocesan Council Meet-
ing 

July 19-23—Elementary Camp at 
Camp San Joaquin 

July 23—Camp San Joaquin Day, 
Free with lunch, Mass at 11 am 

July 23-28—Junior High & High 
School Camp at Camp San Joaquin 

July 29—90 Days Prior to the Con-
vention 

August 4-October 4—Bishop tak-
ing Vacation and Sabbatical 

+ + + (Continued on page 2) 
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In addition, we have placed a new emphasis upon discipleship in the diocese. Working with two very talented educators 
– Elizabeth Conkle and Anthony Velez, a ten-month training program for Lay Catechists has been completed and will 
be implemented beginning in September. This training will happen either in person or via video conference, allowing any 
adult confirmed communicant in good standing to participate.  Classes will take place one Saturday a month along with a 
retreat for all participants.  Participants in these classes will be able to be licensed as Lay Eucharist Ministers, Lay Read-
ers and Lay Catechists if they successfully complete the training.  Those desiring LEM & Lay Reader licenses will only be 
required to take portions of the class.  The cost for the course will be $40 to cover materials and books.  Financial assis-
tance will be available; requests can be made through the bishop’s office. 

We continue to pray for a Charismatic Spirit throughout the Diocese of San Joaquin. A Charismatic Spirit expects to see 
the miraculous – expects God to supernaturally heal, restore, and forgive.  So then, speaking in tongues is not a strange 
thing – it’s a wonderful gift.  Teaching with authority, Words of Wisdom and Knowledge, Healing – there is no limit to 
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit – really – though there are nine gifts specifically listed in 1st Corinthians Chapter 12. 

Please join me in praying that we in the diocese will continue to grow in a Catholic mindset, an Evangelical heart and a 
Charismatic spirit! 

Bishop Menees 

 
Did You Know? 

• That on June 30th Fr. John Paul Wadlin retired as Vicar of St. Timothy’s, Bishop, and Trinity Memorial, Lone Pine.  
Fr. JP & Pam will summer in Canada and winter in Palm Springs.  We pray them every blessing and peace as they 
begin this new journey in their lives.  

• That on August 1st Fr. Cameron Lemons will take the helm as Vicar at St. Timothy’s, Bishop, and Trinity Memori-
al, Lone Pine. Fr. Cameron, Janelle and their three children will be moving to Bishop in July.  

• That Bishop Menees will be on Sabbatical from August 4 – October 4.  This will be a time of rest and relaxation 
along with studying leadership through the Anglican Leadership Institute. 

 

Vocations & Positions Open 

Please pray for the Lord to raise up clergy to step into the following ministries:  

• Vicar at St. Michael & All Angels, Sonora.  

• Vicar at Grace, Turlock and Jesus Our Savior, Modesto.  

• Vicar at St. Peter, Kernville.  

Please pray for new vocations:  

“O God, you led your holy apostles to ordain ministers in every place: Grant that your Church, under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, may choose suitable persons for the ministry of Word and Sacrament, and may uphold them in their 
work for the extension of your kingdom; through him who is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.” BCP  
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ADSJ Task Force on Constitutions and Canons 

 

The ADSJ Task Force on Constitutions and Canons has completed their work and will soon distribute, for prayerful 
discussion and examination, the recommended changes to the constitution and canons.  Here is the executive summary: 

+ + + 

Executive Summary 

Proposed Constitutional Changes 2017 

June 2017 

Bishop Menees announced at the 2016 Diocesan Convention that he would again form a Task Force to address the Can-
ons and Constitution of the Diocese. The purpose of this review [mostly of the Constitution] was to bring up-to-date 
the governing structures of the Diocese to reflect the Mission of the Diocese of San Joaquin.  The filters of ‘is it help-
ful?’, ‘does it further the mission of the church?’, and ‘does it promote ministry?’ were also employed. Additionally, is-
sues of governance were reviewed in light of other ACNA dioceses.  

The Bishop asked the following people to work with him on the Task Force:  

Fr. David Miller, Mr. Michael McIntosh, Fr. Michael Sclafani, Fr. James Sweeney, Fr. Karl Dietze, Fr. Mark Hall and Fr. 
Jim Snell.  

What follows is our best effort to evaluate and amend the Constitution and Canons, under the direction of our Bishop, 
using the criteria mentioned above.  Because it takes two Diocesan Conventions to alter the Constitution, we are pro-
posing to only address the Constitution this year, 2017.  However, since the proposed constitutional changes make sig-
nificant changes to our canons, we thought it prudent to publish our intended canonical changes now but present them 
to the convention in 2018 for action.  

We are proposing two major areas of change in the Constitution.  First, we are combining our two governing groups, 
Standing Committee and Diocesan Council, into one elected body.  It will function as the council with the additional 
task of being the Ecclesiastical authority if the Bishop is unable to act. We chose to call it the Standing Committee. Sec-
ond, we are eliminating the distinction between Parish and Mission. The documents will now identify the local church as 
a congregation, again following the ACNA Canons. Remember none of this takes effect until after a second affirmative 
vote by Convention and the adoption of the Canons in 2018. 

The Bishop and Task Force members now present this to the members of Convention. It has been our honor & privi-
lege to work together to strengthen the Mission and Ministry of the Diocese of San Joaquin. 

On behalf of the Task Force on Constitution and Canons, 

Fr. Jim Snell 
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Camp San Joaquin is a Christian camp located in the Sequoia National Forest.  It is off the Generals High-
way at an elevation of 7,500 feet.  Cabins are comfortable but simple and require campers to bring bedding.  
Camp San Joaquin has plenty to do and see in the big outdoors including biking, swimming, archery, and 
hiking.  These are all Christian camps offered by the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin.  Our purpose is to 
invite our students to know and to love Jesus and to enjoy the creation that He has given us.   

Students Entering Grades 4-6 

July 19-23, 2017 

$275 

Registration forms 

available AT 

www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/youth.html 

Or Click Here 

Cost: $325 For grades 9-12 

July 23-28, 2017 

Cost: $325 

 

 

July 23-28 

2017 

7-8 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/youth.html
http://www.campsanjoaquin.com/


Greetings!    
  
We are excited to announce that phase two of the Matthew 25 Ini-
tiative is now available.  
 
It all started with a vision from Archbishop Foley Beach and his 
desire to use a generous grant from an anonymous donor to help 
churches reach the poor and needy in their communities.  
 
After only 18 months of effort and development of these programs, the Matthew 25 fund has helped support nearly 
40 new ministries. 
 
For this phase of the initiative, Archbishop Beach secured a dollar-for-dollar matching gift of up to $1,000,000 if the 
Province of the Anglican Church in North America can raise $1,000,000!   
 
Now, as the monies are raised within the Province, the Matthew 25 Initiative is opening up a grant request cycle and 
will begin receiving a new set of applications from programs and ministries within the Anglican Church in North 
America. As these applications are received, studied, and prayed over, they are also juried by a group of leaders within 
the Anglican Church in North America who have extensive experience in this level of outreach ministry. 
 
If you are an interested ministry you can apply for a grant from Matthew 25 for between $3,000 and $25,000. The 
grant application is available for download with more information at www.matthew25i.org. 
 

Anglican 4
th
 Day Weekend #8 

 

 

St. Anthony’s Retreat Center 
43816 Sierra Dr., Three Rivers, CA  93271 

For applications click here.  For more information, or retreat reservations contact the  
A4D Lay Director: Frank Reed—freed2b1@yahoo.com—209-769-8232 
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http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/forms/?
mailto:freed2b1@yahoo.com
tel:209-769-8232
http://anglicanchurch.net/
http://www.a4dsanjoaquin.com/home/?
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

July 2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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