
Global South Primates’ Communique 

September 9, 2017—Cairo 

We, the Primates of the Global South, met in Cairo from 8-9 
September 2017 to work together in service of the Church, to 
follow up the recommendation of the 2016 Global South Con-
ference and to discuss arising issues.  We give thanks to God for 
our time of prayer, worship, and communion.  In particular, we 
benefitted greatly from the ministry of Dr. Os Guinness who led 
us in a Bible Study on the topic of biblical Covenants and the 
love of God. We were blessed by the tremendous hospitality of 
All Saints Cathedral, the Diocese of Egypt, and Bishop Mouneer 
Anis.  We are also grateful to the Egyptian government for all the 
efforts taken to ensure granting visas and the security of the 
meeting. 

We remembered and gave thanks for the encouraging fellowship 
that our delegates shared here in Egypt last year at the 6th Global 
South conference.  We were reminded of that conference’s 
theme “Being Found Faithful.” By God’s grace we have been 
saved and there is nothing in this life that matters more than our 
faithfulness to Christ. 

We shared together the challenges and blessings that we are ex-
periencing in our provinces.  We noticed common themes across 
our fellowship.  For many of us, natural disasters and political 
unrest have created new waves of refugees, yet at the same time 
this instability is being accompanied by an extraordinary outpour-
ing of God’s Spirit.  We heard testimonies from areas in our 
provinces where people are coming to Christ in thousands, new 
schools and hospitals are being built to care for the poor, and 
new provinces and dioceses are emerging.  We pray that God will 
provide more labourers to disciple these new believers that He is 
bringing into His kingdom, and pray that He will provide us with 
the resources to share His love with all in our communities. 
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We welcomed The Most Rev. Ezekiel 
Kondo of the new province of the Su-
dan, and we rejoiced in the news of the 
desire to form new provinces in Chile 
and Egypt. 

As faithful members of the Anglican 
Communion, we are working on a new 
structure for the Global South to ensure 
fellowship in the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the advancement of the 
kingdom of God, with emphasis on 
Ministry Formation, Economic Empow-
erment, Mission Partnerships, Discipleship and Youth Ministry.  Under the chairmanship of Bishop Rennis Ponniah the 
Structure Committee will convene its work in Singapore at the end of October 2017. 

We express our sadness for the decision taken by the Scottish Episcopal Church to change its doctrine of marriage and 
are thankful for the faithful remnant of the Scottish Anglican Network that continues to contend for God’s Word.  We 
are also saddened by the decisions of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada to allow same-sex mar-
riage.  If this decision is ratified it will further tear the fabric of the Communion.  

We invited Bishop Julian Henderson, President of the Church of England Evangelical Council (CEEC), to address us 
about the challenges facing orthodox Anglicans in England.  We commend the recent CEEC statements reaffirming the 
biblical definition of marriage. We encourage Anglicans in England to continue to stand firm in defense of the Gospel 
and to speak up for the central place of Scripture in the life of our Church, particularly in this 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  

We are saddened that the 16th meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council in Lusaka, Zambia, did not unequivocally 
accept the decisions of the last Primates Meeting. While we expressed a desire to walk together as a Communion, this 
was contingent upon our decisions regarding The Episcopal Church being respected and upheld.  Unfortunately, this 
agreement was not enforced and The Episcopal Church has been allowed to take part in decision making regarding 
“matters pertaining to polity and doctrine.”  They have also represented us in ecumenical meetings.  This has led to a 
further breakdown of trust and confidence. 

In light of this reality, we discussed the Archbishop of Canterbury’s invitation to the upcoming Primates’ Meeting.  The 
conscience of some does not allow them to attend.  Some intend to go in defence of the Gospel and some are continu-
ing to discern what the Lord is asking of them in this hour. We have all agreed to pray that the outcome of the upcoming 
meeting will be decisive and lead to coherent and responsible action regarding the issues which continue to tear apart the 
fabric of the Communion, issues that have eternal consequences. 

We rejoice and pray for the upcoming meeting of Gafcon in June 2018 in Jerusalem and give thanks for this renewal and 
reformation movement. 

We gave thanks for the sacrificial and significant service of Bishop Mouneer Anis, asking him to continue as our Chair-
man.  Our next Global South Primates Meeting will be 8-13 October 2018. 

We ask you to continue to pray for the Church, especially that we might be found faithful stewards contending for the 
faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. Jude 1:3 
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The Feast of St Francis of Assisi and the Cross of San Damiano: 

A Reflection 

On the 4th of October, we celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, popularly considered as a saint for all!  He is 
many things to many people.  My focus in this article, however, is narrower. I would like to reflect on and share the 
particular significance of St. Francis to us as the Mission Church of St. Francis of Assisi in Stockton, California.  
My hope is that the sharing of this reflection finds a certain resonance in the current journey of our Churches in 
the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin. 

On April 2, 2014, a California Superior Court ruled that the 160-year-old St. John the Evangelist Church in down-
town Stockton, California, belonged to TEC.  It was then that our Bishop Eric Menees, together with the Vestry 
and the Transition Team changed the name of our Church of St. John the 
Evangelist to the Mission Church St. Francis of Assisi.  That change of 
name marked the beginning of a surprise that kept unfolding into more sur-
prises, these last three years. 

Twelve days after that ruling, on Palm Sunday of April 13, 2014, we left the 
building of St. John the Evangelist Church.  We left with nothing.  Literally 
we left with the vestments on our back and palm branches in our hands as 
we processed to our new worship location. We could not even bring the 
name St. John’s.  This was the first surprise, that our new patron saint’s 
namesake was St. Francis of Assisi, an acknowledged and recognized icon of 
Christian simplicity and poverty.  The second surprise was that with noth-
ing, we started off our new Church journey by living out the true Franciscan 
spirit of simplicity and poverty. 

Over the next three years, these initial surprises unfolded into more surpris-
es as we endeavored to continue to make St. Francis' presence alive in our 
Church's life, mission and ministry. 

We asked ourselves: Who was Francis of Assisi? And more importantly, 
what does his witness tell us today?  

The Rt Rev. Mouneer Anis (Chairman) Diocese of Egypt, North Africa, and the Horn of Africa 
The Most Rev. Nicholas Okoh (Vice Chairman) The Church of Nigeria 
The Most Rev. Stanley Ntagali (Secretary) The Church of Uganda 
The Most Rev. Ng Moon Hing (Treasurer) The Church of the Province of Southeast Asia 
The Most Rev. Foley Beach The Province of the Anglican Church in North America 
The Most Rev. Masimango Katanda The Anglican Church of the Congo 
The Most Rev. Ezekiel Kondo The Church of the Province of Sudan 
The Most Rev. Daniel Sarfo The Church of the Province of West Africa 
The Most Rev. Paul Sarker The Church of Bangladesh 
The Most Rev. Stephen Than Myint Oo The Church of the Province of Myanmar 
The Most Rev. Gregory Venables The Church of the Province of South America 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Francis Bernadone was born in 1181 and died in 1226.  A son of a wealthy merchant of 
Assisi, Francis lived an easy and carefree life.  It was when Francis encountered Jesus in the 
person of the beggars and the lepers that he decided to embrace a life devoted to ‘Lady Pov-
erty’.  Despite his father’s opposition, Francis gave up totally all his material inheritance and 
possessions. From then on, he inseparably united in his life, the love for the poor and the 
imitation of Christ in his poverty.  Francis became veritably like Christ, who, though he was 
rich, became poor in order to make us rich by his poverty (cf. 2 Cor 8:9)... 

G...K. Chesterton, one of St. Francis’ great biographers, describes him in these 
words: 

“St. Francis [was] a Lover. He was a Lover of God and he was really and truly a Lover of 
men … [And] as St. Francis did not love humanity but men, so he did not love Christiani-
ty but Christ … [To Francis] his religion was not a thing like a theory, but a thing like a 
love affair … What gave him his extraordinary personal power was this: that from the Pope 
to the beggar, from the Sultan of Syria in his pavilion to the ragged robbers crawling out of 
the wood, there was never a man who looked into those brown burning eyes without being 
certain that Francis Bernadone was really interested in him; in his own individual inner life from the cradle to the grave; that he himself 
was being valued and taken seriously and not being added to the spoils of some social policy or the names in some clerical document.”  

This is the first aspect of the witness of St. Francis’ life: his love in imitation of the love of Jesus in his poverty.  As 
the Church of St. Francis, we tried to replicate this love in our day to day life and mission. We literally “pitched our 
tent” every Sunday, and then pulled it down for storage until the next week.  Like the exodus people, we sometimes 
longed for the things we used to have in our old church. Yet in spite of our many needs, we managed to share what 
we could with others:  food baskets to families in need, care packs for women’s needs, material and financial help 
to communities affected by fire, earthquake, flood and the like.    

In all of these, our life has been one unfailing surprise after another.  We found out that the more we generously 
share out of our poverty, the more we were pleasantly blessed.  “For it is in giving that we receive,” as a line in St. 
Francis’ prayer always proved to be right. 

This first aspect of the witness of St. Francis’ life is a great assurance and comfort to the churches in our diocese in 
the same situation. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Having said that brings us to the second important aspect of the witness of St. Francis. By 
this I refer to the story of the Cross of San Damiano which was pivotal to his life and mis-
sion.  The story of this cross also proved to be pivotal to our life and mission as the Church 
of St. Francis of Assisi.  Hopefully it can also lend some insights into the life and mission of 
the churches “in exodus” in the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin. 

Thomas of  Celano, one of  St. Francis’ first biographers, tells us about the story of  the Cross 
of  San Damiano:  

With his heart already completely changed, Francis was walking one day by the church of  San Damien, 
which was abandoned by everyone and almost in ruins. Led by the Spirit he went in to pray and knelt down 
devoutly before the crucifix. He was shaken by unusual experiences and discovered that he was different from when he had entered. 

As soon as he had this feeling, there occurred something unheard of  in previous ages: with the lips of  the painting, the image of  Christ 
crucified spoke to him. ‘Francis,’ it said, calling him by name, ‘go rebuild My house; as you see, it is all being de-
stroyed.’ 

Francis was more than a little stunned, trembling, and stuttering like a man out of  his senses. He prepared himself  to obey and pulled 
himself  together to carry out the command. He felt this mysterious change in himself, but he could not describe it.  

From that time on, compassion for the Crucified was impressed into his holy soul. And we honestly believe the wounds of  the sacred 
Passion were impressed deep in his heart, though not yet on his flesh.” 

At first St. Francis interpreted the command of Jesus on the cross literally, that is, to rebuild the physical structure 
of the Church of San Damiano, which actually was in ruins. Promptly, St. Francis provided the means, the stones, 
the mortar, and with his own hands rebuilt the crumbling walls of the Church.  

In like manner, as the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, we heard the command of Jesus on the Cross of San Dami-
ano: ‘go rebuild my house; as you see, it is all being destroyed.’  We took and are taking this command literally, 
to build the physical structure of  St. Francis Church.  For us in the diocese that lost our Church buildings, this 
means doing all we can to provide the means: stones and mortars and finances to “rebuild” our churches. 

Yes, the physical rebuilding of the Church of San Damiano was just the beginning point for St. Francis.  He quickly 
realized that the rebuilding process had to include the rebuilding of  person and community, the transformation of  
life, personal and communitarian. 

In like manner, as the Church of St. Francis together with the churches in our diocese, we need to realize that as we 
begin to build the physical Church, we are also challenged simultaneously to build the spiritual Church – all of us as 
the Body of Christ.  It means rebuilding our hearts, ourselves, our relationships – our inner lives.  This is the inner 
rebuilding that gives life and spirit to any and all of  our outward efforts.  This is what will go hand in hand:  the 
building of  the physical church and of  the spiritual church.  

On this feast of St. Francis of Assisi, let us lift our gaze upon the Cross of San Damiano, and listen to our hearts 
and hear Jesus say:  “go rebuild my house; as you see, it is all being destroyed.”  Let this Cross of  San Dami-
ano guide us all in our search for a “home.”  Let this message of the Cross of San Damiano echo in our minds and 
in our hearts as we build the Church. 

By:  Fr. Woodrow Gubuan 
Vicar, St Francis of Assisi Church, Stockton, California  

(Continued from page 4) 
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“I don’t understand it, but I am grateful.” 

A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so also you must love one another. By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you love one another. – John 13: 34-35 

Irma relief efforts are in full swing in Florida. Nearly every county in the center of the state experienced some dam-
age. All Souls Anglican has been spearheading an outreach project in Northeast Florida. Ric Smith sends this report. 
“We have had several meaningful encounters with victims through our outreach project in Northeast Florida. Each time 
we go to a new home we take a care bag of emergency supplies including non-perishable meals, paper products, sanitary 
wipes, a case of water, candles, a flashlight, a Bible and an invitation card providing an opportunity to get to know Jesus 
personally.” This gives team members an incredible opportunity to help those in need while sharing their love and grati-
tude for Jesus. 

One such encounter has been with Terry Evans (not his real name). 

“Terry’s modest red and white clapboard home had water nearly to the roof during Irma. The flooring is particle board 
and even now, two weeks later, the swollen waters of the St. Johns floods the house every high-tide. The mold is surely 
growing in this humble, salt of the earth man’s home.” 

The Impact 
Terry works twelve hour days and cannot clean up his home without help. One day, he was amazed to see two large piles 
of trees and branches stacked by the street, chain-link fences cleared of debris and to find the care bag from All Souls by 
his front door when he got home.  Ric continues, “Last night Terry asked, ‘So, are you from Bob’s Church?’ I said, ‘yes we are.” Terry 
replied, ‘I don’t understand it but I am grateful! Bob is a good man.’” 

Terry’s story is like so many across the state of Florida. This project will take money, time, and a lot of effort to repair. 
But Ric and his team is blessed by strong support from the Diocese of the Gulf Atlantic, as well as donors like you! 

How can you help? 
When we asked about specific needs, Ric responded, “Please let your readers 
know our greatest need is prayer! Second only to it is a shortage of volun-
teers. For more information or to join a team they may go to our web-
site: IrmaRelief.faith.” Then he mused, “I wish we had more churches around 
the state willing to host this project. Imagine how many lives we could touch 
for our Lord Jesus?” 

A lot of seeds are being planted. Pray for a rich harvest. 

Donate to Irma Relief        Offer in-kind support 

September 28, 2017 

http://allsoulsjax.org/
http://irmarelief.faith/
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E92060&id=94
http://www.irmarelief.faith/
http://ardf.org/
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The California Clergy Retreat 

2017: A Continuing Look at English Spirituality 

October 11-14, Wednesday afternoon through Saturday Morning 
COST for the 2017 Retreat:  $295.  

(This price does not cover the cost of the brewery tours.) 
Space is limited! 

Please register here. 
 

English Spirituality is the title of Martin Thornton’s book that was 
the book under discussion during the clericus in 2014.  In Janu-
ary of 2015, we continued the discussion of the English tradition 
of Spirituality with a reading and discussion of two classic works, 
14th century Walter Hilton’s The Scale (or Ladder) of Perfection, and 
17th century Henry Scougal’s The Life of God in the Soul of Man. 

Having postponed last year’s clericus, we have revamped the lo-
cation and are hoping to relaunch this almost 20 year retreat this 
year, continuing in the English Spirituality tradition. We will be 
discussing Martin Thornton’s Pastoral Theology: A Reorientation.  Please pick it up at Wipf and Stock or Amazon. 

If you haven’t read, or recently read, Thornton’s English Spirituality, please do so, and then follow with the text for this 
year. 

The location for the California Clergy Retreat is beautiful Lake Almanor, with St. Andrew’s Church & Academy hosting 
the clergy for the retreat. The house where all the clergy will be put up (see pictures) is a five minute walk from the 
Church and a five minute walk from the Academy.  In between all is the local pub, the Thirsty Trout.  

Lake Almanor has a charm all its own, and is a major tourist destination for the 
northern California area (and farther). The area sits at the middle point of the Pacif-
ic Crest Trail, and where the Cascade and the Sierra Nevada mountain ranges meet. 

Lake Almanor and environs is beer country and we plan on touring the Great Basin 
Brewery in Reno (which is the city to fly into!) and the local nano-brewery       
Waganupa, which produces all cask conditioned ales. They have fantastic beer, and 
the owner is a friend of St. Andrew’s. 

The area is wooded and mountainous. The downtown area is full of deciduous 
trees and will have a good amount of fall color, while the general area is very wood-
ed with pines and cedars.  Average highs for the first half of October tend to be 
around 70 and the average lows at 40 (spikes in temperature can take things higher 
and lower). Please note this in terms of what to bring. A warm hat and jacket are a 
good idea for the evenings and nights.  

For more info or questions, please see the website, call or email me. 
Father Brian Foos—(530) 596-3343—bfoos@standrewsalmanor.org  

http://www.standrewsalmanor.org/the-california-clericus/
http://www.standrewsalmanor.org/the-california-clericus/
http://academy.standrewsalmanor.org/events/the-california-clericus-2017/
http://wipfandstock.com/pastoral-theology.html
http://smile.amazon.com/Pastoral-Theology-Reorientation-Martin-Thornton/dp/1608997448/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1445965129&sr=8-1&keywords=Pastoral+Theology+A+Reorientation
http://www.standrewsalmanor.org/the-california-clericus-pictures/
http://www.greatbasinbrewingco.com/
http://www.greatbasinbrewingco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/waganupa.brewing/
http://www.standrewsalmanor.org/the-california-clericus/
mailto:bfoos@standrewsacademy.org
mailto:bfoos@standrewsalmanor.org
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8I7N_R6JBnil7Q3QOu73kE--hsqOCie5xIziaNi201qSB6w/viewform
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College Ministers: 

Find Anglican college freshmen for your college ministry! 

The ACNA has formed a partnership with Campus Ministry Link  

to help connect our high school graduates to your ministry. 

Campus Ministry Link aims to reverse the 70% statistic of  Christian youth  

walking away from their faith in college. 

campusministrylink.org 

CLICK TO REGISTER YOUR MINISTRY IN THE CAM-
PUS MINISTRY LINK DATABASE SO THAT ANGLICAN  

COLLEGE FRESHMEN CAN FIND YOU!  

http://wufoo.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=504d6cd34c&e=50d7f73e8c
http://wufoo.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=f4b3f06bb4&e=50d7f73e8c
http://wufoo.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=f4b3f06bb4&e=50d7f73e8c
http://wufoo.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=f4b3f06bb4&e=50d7f73e8c
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http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/convention.html
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

October 2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/

