
58th Annual Convention Address       

October 27, 2017 
University Square Hotel 
 
O God, by your grace you have called us in this Diocese to be a goodly and 
godly fellowship of faith. Bless our Bishop, clergy, and all our people. Grant 
that your Word may be truly preached and truly heard, your Sacraments 
faithfully administered and faithfully received. By your Spirit, fashion our 
lives according to the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the 
power of your love to all among whom we live; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Reverend clergy, brothers and sisters of the Anglican Diocese of 
San Joaquin greetings to you in the mighty name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! 

I want to thank you all for making the effort to travel the length 
and breadth of the diocese which currently stretches as far east as 
Henderson, Nevada, as far south as Lancaster, as far west as Hol-
lister and as far north as Reno, Nevada, welcome Christ Church 
of the Sierra! Even with our churches that go beyond the border 
of the San Joaquin Valley we are still the only geographical dio-
cese in the ACNA.  

I so appreciate your going to the time, expense and trouble of 
coming to Convention because this is the one time a year when 
we gather together as the Diocese.  We are not independent con-
gregational churches with lose affiliations.  We are bound togeth-
er as a family, and though separated by some distance, the im-
portance of renewing those bonds as Anglican Christians linked 
together with a common faith, practice and governance cannot 
be overstated. And, so we gather to worship together, to fellow-
ship together, to study the word of God together and to take 
care of the business of the diocese.   

Since the loss of the Cathedral we’ve had to be flexible about our 
meeting place.  I continue to be grateful to St. Columba church 
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November 10—Diocesan Office 
Closed, Veterans Day Observed 

November 11—Fresno Deanery 
Confirmations 

November 14—Rural Deans Meet-
ing 

November 18—Diocesan Council 

November 22—Diocesan Office 
Closes at Noon 

November 23-24—Diocesan Of-
fice Closed, Thanksgiving 

November 27-29—Fall Clergy Re-
treat 

+ + + 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/


for opening up their doors and hearts to receive us last year on short notice.  This year we decided to meet here at the 
hotel in order to provide housing for those coming from out of town, greater ease in parking, to allow more people to 
attend and for ease of dining together.  Following the convention, we will poll the diocese and speak with your deanery 
representatives as we plan the location and scope of next year’s convention.  

Since we met last at the 57th Annual Convention much has occurred… Allow me to give a brief update regarding people 
and events. 

CLERGY 

We’ve had several clergy make transitions:  

The following clergy retired - Though clergy retiring doesn’t mean that they are not active in ministry:  

• Archdeacon Francie Levy, Deacon Cathy Leach, Deacon Wayne Hinds, Fr. Jack Faucett, Fr. John Paul Wadlin, and 
Fr. Tom Upton.  

• Fr. Paul Gibbons took a call to Holy Trinity Parish in San Diego.  

• Fr. Jim Rouse is now serving at St. James, Lindsay and Fr. Dale Cox serving at St. Clements, Woodlake 

• Of great disappointment to me personally, Fr. Franklin Mmor was removed from ministry due to moral failure.  I am 
particularly grateful to Fr. Carl Johnson and Fr. Woodrow Gubuan for covering St. Anselm’s, Elk Grove.  

• We welcomed just last Sunday Fr. Cameron & Janelle Lemons along with their three pre-teen children.  Fr. Lemons 
is the new vicar at St. Timothy, Bishop and Trinity Memorial, Lone Pine.   

• I’ve also licensed Fr. Kalen Clay to serve in the diocese.  Fr. Clay is a chaplain in the Navy and stationed at NAS 
Lemoore.  Fr. Clay is married to Ashley and they have two children under three years of age.  

• Lastly, we lovingly placed Fr. Phil Livingston into God’s arms.  Fr. Phil fell asleep in the Lord this past July. 

 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Of course, for me personally I am extremely grateful to God for His loving faithfulness in sending me a Diocesan Staff 
who, day in and day out, go far and above the call of duty.  

• Corey McLaughlin – continues as my administrator, personal assistant and all-around Johnny on the spot!  As a re-
sult of all that we’ve gone through the past few years, Corey has continued his course of study – outside of work 
hours – to become a paralegal.  I am grateful that Corey really understands this as a ministry and uses his skills to 
benefit me, the diocese and mostly to glorify the Lord.  

• Carol Gill, our intrepid bookkeeper, continues to be a hero in my eyes and a model Christian woman!  Carol was di-
agnosed again with cancer – this time in her salivary gland and lymph system.  Recently, Carol underwent her sixth 
surgery and continues to recover. Throughout all the surgeries and treatments, Carol has never complained – come 
to work if at all possible – and soldiered on.  Carol is quite literally the strongest person that I know and I thank God 
he brought her to us.  

• Raul Villa – our part-time receptionist and IT man continues to do an outstanding job juggling several tasks: – work-
ing for the Bishop’s Office, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. James, Fresno. But no matter what is asked of him, he 
always steps up and does an excellent job! 
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• David Francis – our full-time – volunteer Treasurer – is quite literally worth his weight in gold!  As a result of his 
hard work, counsel and advice we continue to be good stewards of God’s provision – and continue to be in the 
black.  

• Rusty Van Rozeboom, Kevin Gunner & Fr. Jim Sweeney continue to serve as our outstanding chancellors vol-
unteering their time and expertise.  Words cannot express my gratitude for the numerous hours that they work 
on behalf of the diocese.  

Can we take a moment and recognize the staff of the Office of the Bishop? (Round of applause)  
 
LEGAL UPDATE 

I would like to announce that all of the legal issues are over and done with… I would like to announce that… but I 
cannot.  Since the court’s decision of July 2016 was handed down, I’ve offered several times to meet with and work 
with TEC for a smooth handover of the real property named in the suit. Unfortunately, they’ve declined to meet but 
one time and getting information from their Bishop or their attorney is a very slow and drawn out process.   

However, since the last convention the following congregations decided to step away from their buildings trusting in 
God’s gracious provision – and He has provided! 

St. Jude’s, Tehachapi 
St. Peter’s, Kernville 
All Saints, Bakersfield 
St. Luke’s, Bakersfield 
St. Mark’s, Shafter 
St. Philip’s, Coalinga 
Good Shepherd, Reedley 
Christ Church, Oakhurst 
St. Alban’s, Los Banos  
St. Luke’s, Merced 

There are still thirteen properties to be handed over at some time in the future.  

Additionally, this year St. John’s, Porterville and St. Paul’s, Visalia, who were sued separately, were able to negotiate 
a settlement with The Episcopal Church ending their lawsuits.  
 
PROGRESS MADE 

There are several things to report on God’s blessings this year. 

• Trinity, Bakersfield - At Easter I was honored to consecrate the new combination worship/parish hall & pre-
school facilities.  The people of Trinity have been focused on their mission and ministry since the day they left 
the old church. I have no doubt that before too long I’ll be blessed to consecrate their new administration build-
ing and sanctuary!  Congratulations to Trinity and thank you for setting a powerful example for us.  

• St. Francis, Stockton – after a couple of years in the parish hall at a Methodist church they have rented and reno-
vated commercial space across the street from a college.  This move represents a real opportunity for growth, 
mission and ministry in Stockton. I look forward in a few weeks to being with the people of St. Francis and con-
secrating that new facility.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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• Task Force on Constitution and Canons – Last year I announced the re-formation of the Task Force on Con-
stitution and Canons.  I asked them to re-examine the Constitution and Canons, post litigation, asking these 
questions of each Article and Canon…   

1. Does this assist or hinder ministry in the Diocese of San Joaquin? 
2. Does it line up with the Canons & Constitution of the Province? 
3. Does it make sense at this time in the life of the Diocese of San Joaquin? 
4. What are the structures like in the rest of the ACNA and what can we learn from them? 

The Task Force has completed their recommendations, presented them to the diocese electronically and at the 
pre-convention deanery meetings, and Fr. Snell, a member of the Task Force, will be presenting them to Con-
vention in a little while for your acceptance or rejection.  

• Rector’s and Warden’s Manual – Six years ago, we put together a Rector’s and Warden’s Manual in order to 
assist congregations with administration and best practices. That manual has been revamped and updated.  A 
copy for each congregation has or will be distributed to you and an electronic copy is available online.  I pray 
that the clergy and congregational leadership will take advantage of this resource, as I believe it will be a bless-
ing.   

• Retreats and Trainings – In accordance with our Mission and Vision, we continue to regularly host retreats and 
trainings for clergy and laity alike.  With the loss of ECCO, we were required to change locations for our re-
treats.  By the grace of God, St. Anthony’s retreat center opened her doors to us and hosted our Clergy Retreat 
in the Fall and Conference in the Spring; our Vestry Retreat in the Winter and our Anglican Fourth Day Retreat 
in the Summer.  Our Youth Camp this summer was held again at Camp San Joaquin.  

• Area Confirmations – This past year I was blessed to take a two-month sabbatical after thirty years of ministry– 
but that combined with my vacation meant that we had to re-think my congregational visits, so we are having 
deanery confirmations.  What a blessing to gather recently with thirteen people for baptism, confirmation and 
reception in the Delta Deanery and another twenty in the Yosemite Deanery. Between now and the New Year, 
we’ll have the rest of our area confirmations. 

• Daughters of the Holy Cross – This year we welcomed two new chapters of the Daughters of the Holy Cross. 
This is an order of women who have a special calling to intercessory prayer and service in the congregation.  

• Anglican Catechist Training School – This fall we launched the Anglican Catechist Training School (ACTS) 
with twelve students from around the diocese.  I am so grateful for the ministry of Anthony Velez and Beth 
Conkle for working with me to put together this ten-month training with the goal of raising up Lay Catechists 
equipped to assist clergy and other lay leaders in passing along the faith and doctrine of the church. You’ll be 
hearing more about ACTS tomorrow. 

• Of course, the greatest successes are found on the congregational level with the new believers coming to faith, 
communities reaching out to the lost and alone and the daily faithful teaching of the Word of God and admin-
istration of the Sacraments.  
 

CHALLENGES AHEAD 

Of course, in the midst of transitions and changes across the diocese, we have had losses.  As we examine our Pa-
rochial Report for 2016 in comparison to 2015 we have to acknowledge some drops.  Allow me to share some sta-
tistics with you – three areas of loss and three areas that are neutral:  
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(Continued on page 5) 



November 2017 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 5 

Loss 

• In 2015, our Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) was 3,031. In 2016, our ASA was 2,811 or 220 less than 2015 
• In 2015, we baptized 135 people. In 2016, we baptized 91 or 44 less than 2015. 
• In 2015, I confirmed 120 people. In 2016, I confirmed 88 or 32 less than in 2015. 

Neutral  

• In 2015, 23 marriages were performed and in 2016, 23 marriages were performed.   
• In 2015, I received 23 people into the Church. In 2016, I received 34 people or 11 more than 2015.   
• In 2015, 112 burial offices were performed. In 2016, 95 burial offices were performed or 17 less than in 2015.  
• The numbers that concern me are the baptisms and burials – we buried 4 more people than we baptized. 

These statistics do not represent a dying diocese, but they do represent an anemic one.  It is very possible that this 
is a direct result of the loss of our properties – but this has been a trend over the past several years dating from be-
fore the lawsuit.  I don’t think I’m sharing anything new to you all – if not known through direct fact – through 
intuition or simple observations. We have a choice; we can choose to turn a blind eye and hope that things will get 
better doing the same thing in the same way. Or we can redouble our efforts to “keep the main thing the main 
thing” as Archbishop Duncan loved to quote.  
 
A WAY FORWARD  

Of course, he’s correct.  Scripture tells us that: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forev-
er.” (Hebrews 13:8) We need not come up with new gimmicks – or entertainment schemes – or fancy programs 
like so many churches do.  We need to follow the advice of Archbishop Beach – we are called to be a Great Com-
mission People.   

We are called to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” (Mt. 28:18-20) 

This is not rocket science – it is straightforward Christian faith and practice.  There are three aspects to the Great 
Commission:  

i. Intentionally sharing the gospel with everyone whenever the opportunity arises – because their eternal life de-
pends upon it.  

ii. Intentionally baptizing and discipling all who humble themselves to receive Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior. 

iii. Intentionally teaching the faith in such a way that these discipled brothers and sisters 
can share the faith with others, baptize and disciple new believers and teach the faith 
again in an ongoing cycle. 

 
Let us pray:  

Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift: Send 
down upon our bishops, and other clergy, and upon the congregations committed to 
their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace: and, that they may truly please thee, pour 
upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honor of our 
Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Standing Committee 
2017 Report to Diocesan Convention  

Fr. Paul Gibbons and John Swiger were elected to the Standing Committee Class of 2020 by the Diocesan Convention 
meeting at Saint Columba Church on October 28-29, 2016. The new members joined Fr. Antonio Casteneda (2017), 
Sandy Rogers (2017), Philip Jones (2018), Fr. John Roberts (2018), Fr. Michael Law (2019), and Karen Frey (2019) on 
Committee, along with Bishop Eric Menees. 

At a meeting immediately following the close of Convention, the Committee met and elected Fr. Paul Gibbons as Presi-
dent, and Philip Jones as Secretary. Fr. Paul Gibbons stepped down as President in January of 2017, and on January 19, 
2017 Fr. John Roberts was elected to fill the role.  

The Committee met four times during the year at the Diocesan House/or via Zoom, and once joined the Diocesan 
Council at their regular monthly meetings.   

The primary role of the Standing Committee is to serve as a council of advice to the Bishop, and to assume ecclesiastical 
authority should the Bishop become incapacitated or vacate the office.  The Standing Committee received the monthly 
report packages prepared for the Diocesan Council, as a means of staying up to date on the financial condition and oth-
er issues involving the Diocese.  

Mid-year the Standing Committee approved a request from St. James Anglican Church in Fresno to incorporate. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Fr. John Roberts, President 

Commission on Ministry/Vocations  

2017 Report to Diocesan Convention 

 
Beginning in June through the present the COM has met four times for either planning or interviewing aspirants for 
Holy Orders. Currently we have six people active in the process. The COM is working directly with four of the aspir-
ants, and pending the Bishop’s action, progressing them toward postulancy. Three of them are diaconal aspirants and 
one a priest aspirant. The other two aspirants are going to move through the process 
via local formation for a very specific ministry. 
 
Besides interviewing and assisting with discerning vocations the COM has been in 
discussion regarding a process for formation of aspirants, in particular for the diaco-
nate. Some of the work is being led by Fr. Joe Lawrence. Fr. Joe is looking into clari-
fying formation needs and testing. We are also trying to evaluate the benefits of indi-
vidualized programs of formation, which seems to be the current norm, to some-
thing a bit more general. We are in the early stages of this process. 
 
Our hope and plan are to meet on a regular basis to ensure that aspirants are inter-
viewed and moved through the process in a timely manner.  
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The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin 

Clergy Retreat 

November 27-29, 2017 
 

St. Anthony’s Retreat 
43816 Sierra Dr. 

Three Rivers, CA  93271 
(559) 561-4595 

 

 
 

$85.00 per night for a shared room, for 2 nights & 6 meals (=$170/person).  

$160.00 per night for married couples, for 2 nights & 6 meals (=$320/couple).  

A limited number of private rooms are available on a case by case basis for  
$110.00 per night, for 2 nights & 6 meals (=$220/person).  

Day Use/RV Use = $75 for the weekend.  
 

 
Reservation Deadline: November 11, 2017 

 
Follow this link to register: https://goo.gl/forms/a6CLsBxy4lMhnNil1 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/a6CLsBxy4lMhnNil1
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https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2 
 

 

Pricing: 

$85.00 per night for a shared room, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$170/person).  

$160 per night for married couples, for a total of $320 for 2 
night & 6 meals. 

A limited number of private rooms are available on a case by 
case basis for $110.00 per night, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$220/person). 

Day Use/RV Use = $75 for the weekend. 

https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2
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The Reformation at  

Year Five Hundred 
 

We have just passed the five hundredth anniversary of Martin Luther’s 
“nailing of his ninety-five theses” on the door of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. The date was October 31, 1517. Historians 
are not sure whether a nail was actually affixed to that door, but Luther, did 
present the document as a challenge to have an open academic debate over 
what he believed to be serious theological, soteriological, and ethical issues 
confronting the Roman Catholicism of his day. That event is seen as the be-
ginning of the Protestant Reformation. 
 
The reality is that ameliorating various and serious distortions in the Chris-
tian church started long before Luther. For instance, two hundred years ear-
lier John Wycliffe was on the run from the English authorities because he 
longed to have an English language Bible available to English speaking peo-
ple. The Lollards were a pre-Protestant religious movement that existed 
from the mid-fourteenth century to the English Reformation. It was initially 
led by John Wycliffe, a Roman Catholic theologian who was dismissed from the University of Oxford in 1381 for 
criticism of the Roman Catholic Church. Wycliffe spent the greater part of his adult life running from the religious 
and civil authorities in order to complete a draft of his English Bible.  
 

While he was saying Mass in the parish church in Lutterworth 
on Holy Innocents' Day, December 28, 1384, he suffered a 
stroke, and died as the year ended. Wycliffe was 64 years old.  
Thirty years later, The Council of Constance declared Wycliffe 
a heretic on May 4, 1415, and banned his writings, effectively 
both excommunicating him retroactively and making him an 
early forerunner of Protestantism. The Council decreed that 
Wycliffe's works should be burned and his remains removed 
from consecrated ground. This order, confirmed by Pope Mar-
tin V, was carried out in 1428. Wycliffe's corpse was exhumed 
and burned and the ashes cast into the River Swift, which flows 
through the town of Lutterworth. Many refer to Wycliffe as the 
“Morning Star of the Reformation”. 
 
There are many lesser known men and women who were a part 
of a long line of people who tasted hardship, privation, and 
death over this struggle to see the Christian church return to a 
more authentic, biblical form of Christianity. None of them 
were flawless. They have all left a legacy of heroics despite 
flaws of personality and character. The painful and glorious 

(Continued on page 11) 
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reality is that every single biblical figure, except one, when examined, had embarrassing, serious defects. And yet, 
God powerfully used them all. 
 
All anniversaries of importance prompt reflection of the past as well as vision for the future. The October 2017 edi-
tion of the Roman Catholic journal First Things includes an article by Phillip Cary entitled “Luther At 500”.  This arti-
cle provides a very real challenge to both Roman Catholics and Protestants recommending that the work of refor-
mation is not completed. The church catholic always has the mandate to continue to unpack and apply the treasury 
of God’s written and incarnate word in every generation. 
 
One of our priests while making a presentation at our recent diocesan convention stated his belief that the work of 
the Reformation is the foundation of our work in the ACNA and the Diocese of San Joaquin. The statement was, 
“The Anglican Church is not the product of a king wanting to get a divorce in order to marry another woman.  It is 
the product of the Reformation”.  The fundamental issue of Luther’s burden that lead to those ninety-five theses 
was born out of his own terrible guilt and sense of alienation from God. His heart and mind were consumed with 
how it was that God could save and transform sinners. St. Augustine, many centuries prior to Luther, battled the 
same demons. Phillip Carey, in the afore mentioned article in First Things, summed up his thoughts with this para-
graph:  
 
A great many preachers, Protestant as well as Catholic, overlook the distinction between law and Gospel, thinking they can change peo-
ple’s lives by giving them practical advice—as if telling them how to be inwardly transformed could help them do it. Augustine already 
knew better. Luther’s addition to Augustine’s insight is merely the glad recognition that there is indeed something preachers can do to help 
us be transformed: Instead of advice, they can give us Christ.   
 
In the spirit of the Gospel, Paul proclaimed along with Augustine, Luther, and all who would follow Christ, God will 
continue to refine and reform His church until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)  
 
Fr. Mike Law 

(Continued from page 10) 
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College Ministers: 

Find Anglican college freshmen for your college ministry! 

The ACNA has formed a partnership with Campus Ministry Link  

to help connect our high school graduates to your ministry. 

Campus Ministry Link aims to reverse the 70% statistic of  Christian youth  

walking away from their faith in college. 

campusministrylink.org 

CLICK TO REGISTER YOUR MINISTRY IN THE CAM-
PUS MINISTRY LINK DATABASE SO THAT ANGLICAN  

COLLEGE FRESHMEN CAN FIND YOU!  

http://wufoo.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=504d6cd34c&e=50d7f73e8c
http://wufoo.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=f4b3f06bb4&e=50d7f73e8c
http://wufoo.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=f4b3f06bb4&e=50d7f73e8c
http://wufoo.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=598393706564e7f18eee3a81e&id=f4b3f06bb4&e=50d7f73e8c
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

November 2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/

