
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 
Merry Christmas!  Yes, I know that it is January but we in the 
church recognize that Christmas is a whole season – if a short 
one of 12 days.  

On Christmas Eve I was blessed to be with the people of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe - what a beautiful and Holy Night it was.  We 
gathered to hear the Word of God and to receive God’s Holy 
Sacraments. The Children came dressed as shepherds, kings and 
queens (yes, we added queens to the list of wise men) and even 
an abominable snowman. (And no, there was no abominable 
snowman at the manger, but you’ve got to go with the flow in 
parish ministry.)  

At home everything was ready for Christmas Day… or almost.  
In a few hours all the gifts would be opened, wrapping paper 
would be scattered throughout the house and we’d be thinking 
about a nap after dinner.  

Before too long the gifts of Christmas will be but a memory – 
the toys played with – the clothes worn or returned for some-
thing else and as nice as all the gifts are they are all temporal – 
they will be used and tossed away. 

However, the true gift of Christmas will not be lost or worn out 
or put away into a closet and forgotten about. Because the true 
gift of Christmas is God’s gift of his only begotten son – Jesus 
Christ.  

In Christ we have the gift of Peace. This is divine peace – not 
the absence of stress or strife but peace in the midst of that stress 
and strife.   

In Christ we have the gift of Faith. Faith in a God who is the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords – knowing that no matter 
what, He is sovereign.  
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January 6—Feast of Epiphany 

January 14—Bishop @ Our Lady 
of Guadalupe 

January 8-12—College of Bishop’s 
Meeting 

January 12-13—ACTS (Catechist 
School) Retreat at St. Anthony  
Retreat, Three Rivers, CA 

January 20—Diocesan Council & 
Standing Committee Visioning  
Retreat 

January 21—Bishop @ Our Lady 
of Guadalupe 

January 26—6-10 pm—Equipping 
the Church for Life Symposium, 
San Francisco 

January 27—12:30 pm—Walk for 
Life, San Francisco 

January 28—Bishop @ Our Lady 
of Guadalupe 

February 4 & !1—Bishop @ Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 

February 14—Ash Wednesday 
(Continued on page 2) 
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In Christ we have the gift of Hope. Hope that because he is the King of Kings, we know things will be better and that 
he will provide for us – not necessarily what we want – but what we need! 

In Christ we have the gift of Love. A love that is beyond our understanding and certainly not earned or merited but a 
love that is selfless and perfect. 

It is the love of Christ that has given us forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  

In Christ we have the sure and certain hope that when we take our last breath on earth, the very next second we will take 
our first, sweet breath in heaven in the presence of this little baby, born of the Virgin Mary who would grow up to be-
come the Savior of the World!  

My brothers and sisters of the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, I wish you a very Merry Christmas! 

Bishop Menees 

 

The Holy Family and Our Family 

We enter the New Year 2018 with the picture of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem still fresh in our minds. We look at this 
family to see how well we are living up to its example and are fulfilling the 
responsibilities that God has placed on our own families.  

The original plan and model of the family is quite clearly described in the 
marriage ceremony in these words: “The bond and covenant of marriage was es-
tablished by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by 
his presence and first miracle at the wedding in Cana of Galilee. It signifies to us the 
mystery of the union between Christ and his Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to 
be honored among all people. The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is 
intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in pros-
perity and adversity; and, when it is God's will, for the procreation of children and their 
nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord.”  

First of all, according to the plan of creation, we are husbands and wives.  We have the responsibility of fostering our 
unity in heart, body and mind.  We are called to help and comfort one another in good times and in bad.  

Second of all, when it is God’s will, we become fathers and mothers.  We are then called to remember that our children 
are a gift from God – the joy in our younger years and the help and comfort in our later years.   

Finally, in the family, there are children.  As such, we are to remember the commandment: "Honor your father and your 
mother."  Our role as children continues even when we are grown up. When needed, we are called to help support our 
parents in their old age and illness.  

The original plan of the family was realized in the Holy Family. We look up to it for inspiration and our model. Accord-
ing to the example of Mary and Joseph who took care of Jesus and nurtured him to grow up physically and spiritually, 
we too, as parents, must do the same. We are the first educators of our children. Our home is the first school where 
prayer, love, respect, forgiveness, obedience, service and fidelity are learned.  Our good example is the most effective 
teaching tool to our children. 
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There is also the example of Jesus who took care of 
Mary, his mother.  On the cross, Jesus entrusted her to 
the care of John: “Behold your Mother.”  As children, 
we are called to love our parents to the end. 

What is true of our families is likewise true of our 
Church family of St. Francis of Assisi.  In baptism, we 
are incorporated in the Body of Christ with Christ as the 
Head and we, as members.  In the one Body of Christ, 
we become brothers and sisters to one another. That is 
why the family is called the domestic Church.  

The Acts of the Apostles’ description of the early 
Church Community in Jerusalem could very well be the 
description of the Christian family: All the believers were one 
in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32). This fellowship or commu-
nal life is fostered thus: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs per-
formed by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had 
everything in common.  They sold property and possessions to give 
to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate to-
gether with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. (Act 2:42-47).  

Our Church family of St. Francis of Assisi follows the 
original plan of the family by God.  Thanks to the exam-
ple of the Holy Family.  Thanks also to the example of 
the early Church family in Jerusalem.  

As a Church family, therefore, we are called to be procreators of children.  This is the way to grow when we beget 
children.  We are called too, to build a home where there is prayer and wor-
ship, teaching and discipleship, fellowship and service. 

We pray for the grace of living out our identity and vocation as Christian 
families and as the Church family of St. Francis of Assisi.  

May God bless our St. Francis Church family and all our families in the New 
Year.  

Fr. Gubuan 

Reprinted from the January 2018 Messenger from St. Francis’, Stockton, with permission 
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Shalom, 

Happy New Year! I hope you had a joyful and wonderful Christmas! As we start the 
New Year we come to the Epiphany which is celebrated 12 days after Christmas. I 
found in the dictionary some interesting definitions of the word Epiphany that gives 
insight to why we celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord. Look at these definitions: 1) 
an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine nature, 2) a usually sudden 
manifestation or perception of the essential nature or meaning of something, 3) an 
intuitive grasp of reality through something (such as an event) usually simple and 
striking, 4) an illuminating discovery, realization or disclosure like in a revealing sce-
ne or moment. 

When taking all these definitions together we can see why it applies to our Lord and Savior Jesus. It opens up the 
meaning of the Christian faith and traditions from the beginning. That it is a manifestation from above of divine rev-
elation of God in Christ, and the Holy Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Western and Eastern Churches 
use different events for this revelation. But they are both about a revealing event about who Jesus is. 

First the Western, our view of Epiphany. Our celebration is centered on the new born Christ by the wise men (Magi) 
to mark the manifestation of the divinity of Christ to the nations. The wise men are Kings and Epiphany is also 
known as Three Kings’ Day because of the gifts they gave to Jesus. We celebrate the earthly life of Christ and look to 
his mission as a gradual disclosure of Christ’s saving person. 

The Eastern Church looks to the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. Where Jesus is revealed as 
the Son of God, and at the same time the manifestation of the Holy Trinity appears. There is Jesus the Son; a voice 
from heaven, God the Father, professing Jesus his Son; and the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus; the Holy Trinity. 
This marks the beginning of Christ’s saving mission. 

Both the Western and Eastern Churches share a common message. This is the manifestation of the divinity and sav-
ing work of Christ. In the Eastern they seem to be more attuned to the dramatic divinity aspect of Christ’s ministry, 
whereas in the Western they seem to follow the historical Jesus as he unfolds his message through His deeds and 
words. One is more vertical and the other more horizontal. Combining the two would enrich the experience of the 
coming celebration of Epiphany. 

With the moving of our church into a new place, we too are given a revelation that it is time for us to spread the 
Gospel. We are to continue the mission of Jesus to bring the good news of a loving and saving God. When we do, it 
would serve us well to present to the world both aspects; that of the horizontal works and deeds of Jesus, and the 
vertical which is the divine nature of Jesus as the only begotten Son of God the Father. Both together help bring to 
light the fact that Jesus being both man and God is the only true mediator for us. That only he can wash us clean 
with the sacrifice needed to set right the relationship that was lost with the original sin. 

So as our journey continues, we must speak the truth of who Jesus is and what he has done 
for us! This is done not only with word but with actions as well. We must practice what we 
preach, that was why it was called The Way in the beginning. So, we are to walk in the way 
of Christ; spreading His message of salvation, redemption, repentance and love; taking one 
step at a time but forever moving forward toward the kingdom of heaven.  

 May the Peace of the Lord be always with You! 

Deacon Jeff Stugelmeyer 

Reprinted from the January 2018 Messenger from St. Francis’, Stockton, with permission 
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Dear Ones, 
 
Greetings from Europe. I hope this letter finds you enjoying the blessings of God this winter.  My home church is Trin-
ity Anglican Church in Bakersfield, CA, but I have moved to Europe in cooperation with the SAMS (Society of Angli-
can Missionaries and Senders). 
 
Due to security and cultural reasons, the destination country in Europe is not specified. 
 
God brought me to himself through a mystical encounter with him, and since that time, I have searched for ways to 
bring others to Him.  God has since opened up an opportunity to work with SAMS.  Their vision is bringing the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ to the people in Europe in the Anglican Christian tradition and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our 
desire is to implement this vision by achieving several goals: planting a church in Anglican tradition; establishing a re-
treat center to serve the persecuted Church and her missionaries; partnering with other local Christians to spread the 
Gospel; translate the Book of Common prayer, and translating other relevant texts into the country’s native language. 
 
As this ministry takes shape, I will continue my translation of the Book of Common Prayer, which is an ongoing and 
exciting project, and I ask that the Lord give me wisdom in these plans.  I am looking for people to labor with me, to 
stay connected, and hopefully to visit Europe, and to partner in sincere prayer for the European people and missionar-
ies to the persecuted Church.  I am also seeking out churches and individuals who are willing to give regularly to this 
ministry. 
 
Please, contact me through SAMS if you are interested in talking with me over the phone, or online.  I would love to 
share more of my story, hear more of yours, and invite you to partner with me in propagation of the Gospel of Christ 
with the people of Europe.  I look forward to speaking with you. 
 
The Lord be with you, 
~Steve 
 
SAMS Phone: 724-266-0669 
http://samsusa.org/stephen-v/  

http://samsusa.org/stephen-v/
http://samsusa.org/
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Calling Anglicans into Action!  

It is hard to believe we are in the last month of 2017! It has been quite a year with 
almost daily occurrences of violence and division featured in the news.  As our cul-
ture increasingly celebrates and embraces death, it feels, more than ever, like we are 
being besieged on every side.  I do not know about you, but I need more than en-
couraging sentiment.  I want to do something about all this, to see the Church fulfill 
its purpose as the voice of the voiceless, the unborn, the elderly, and the vulnerable.   

The deepest desire of my heart is to see God’s people equipped and prepared for life 
ministry.  And Anglicans for Life will be holding not one but two events to help you 
and your church do just that!  We are excited to share that AFL will be hosting the 
3rd annual Summit: Mobilizing the Church for Life on January 18th, 2018 in Falls Church, VA.  Additionally, with 
the Lord’s provision and support from the dioceses, we are also hosting our first West Coast event, Life Symposi-
um: Equipping the Church for Life on January 26th, 2018 in San Francisco, CA.   

The vision of both events is the same.  As we have seen in Scripture, God instructs us to protect and value Life.  
And I want to see Anglicans taking action in their churches and communities to fulfill this command!  To help with 
this, Summit 2018 and the Life Symposium will seek to motivate life-ministry and will feature keynote speakers, 
workshops, and networking opportunities to provide both inspiration and practical action ideas.  After both events, 
there will be an Anglican prayer service the following morning, after which we will join with hundreds of thousands 
of life-affirming people at the March for Life in DC or the Walk for Life in San Francisco. 

In addition to yourself, I would encourage you to invite a friend and to share this invitation with others, especially if 
God has put it on your heart to start a life-affirming ministry. As with any calling, God intends us to act in and rely 
on community for support and prayer. Seeking partnership within your congregation can create a unique and neces-
sary dynamic for ministry! 

As well as serving a God who loves Life, we are grateful to work with priests, pastors, lay people, and churches in 
the ACNA, whose very statutes affirm the sacredness of Life.  According to Title II, Canon 8, “God, and not man, is the 
creator of human life…. therefore, from conception to natural death all members and Clergy are called to protect and respect the sanctity of 
every human life.” 

I am personally inviting you to come to our events, not because abortion and assisted suicide are important “hot-
topic” issues and not to bemoan the state of our culture, but because my hope is that the words of this canon will be 
more than just a theological position.  I want people who come to these events to be filled with a passion for Life 
and have a sense of how God is calling them to act.  2017 has been a year of violence and division but I pray 2018 
will bring unity and partnership for the sake of the Gospel of Life. May these events prepare churches and individu-
als to protect, honor, and celebrate the gift of life given to us by our Creator and to mobilize the Anglican Church to 
action! 

To learn more about our events and to register, please visit our website.  Additional information about each event is 
listed on the next page. 

In Christ, 

Deacon Georgette Forney 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.anglicansforlife.org/summit-2018
http://www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018
http://www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018
http://www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018
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Summit 2018 (January 18-19, 2018): Held in Falls Church, VA, followed by the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. Please visit our website for details about our speakers and registration information (www.anglicansforlife.org/
summit-2018). 

Can't make it to Washington DC?  
Watch a portion of  the event with a FREE LIVE SIMULCAST Thursday and Friday night 
at 7:00pm EST — sign up and save the date today.  

Life Symposium (January 26-27, 2018): In conjunction with the Walk for Life in San Francisco, California. Addi-

tional information can be found on our website (www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018).  

(Continued from page 6) 

https://anglicandoma.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d05321865fc1e8e06d8c93d77&id=05eab6d06b&e=cd517d3248
(www.anglicansforlife.org/summit-2018
http://www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018
http://www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018
http://email.fotf.com/re?l=D0I1dmi349IdtxjsogIc
http://www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018
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https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2 
 

 

Pricing: 

$85.00 per night for a shared room, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$170/person).  

$160 per night for married couples, for a total of $320 for 2 
night & 6 meals. 

A limited number of private rooms are available on a case by 
case basis for $110.00 per night, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$220/person). 

Day Use/RV Use = $75 for the weekend. 

https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

January 2018 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to akrogers1@verizon.net and cc: 
melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

2017-12  SJ Anglican.pub

http://anglicanchurch.net/
mailto:receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net
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