
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

When is it time to “Speak the truth in Love” as St. Paul tells us in 
Ephesians chapter four?  The answer is, of course, always.  Jesus 
demonstrated this in his life and ministry as he taught and 
preached all over Israel.  

As bishop, I seek to do the same - recognizing that sometimes 
speaking the Truth in Love upsets people.  This past week, I had 
the tremendous opportunity to attend the Life Symposium in San 
Francisco and then attend the Walk for Life 2018 through the 
downtown streets of that beautiful city beginning at the Civic 
Center and ending at the Pier.    

Anglicans for Life brought John Stonestreet to be the keynote 
speaker at the symposium and he eloquently laid out the connec-
tion between abortion and the waning support for families. Be-
ginning with “no fault” divorce, the accessibility of birth control 
pills and “on demand” abortion; human life and families have 
been destroyed. In the minds of some, these are “innovations” 
for the good – but with the death of millions of innocent babies, 
the damage to millions of families through divorce and the rise in 
sexually transmitted diseases, it is hard for me to make that same 
connection.  

The following day, I was pleased to join sixty thousand men and 
women, boys and girls, peacefully assemble for prayer, education 
and then to walk a couple of miles chanting prayers, singing 
songs and holding signs in support of women and their babies.  

These were words and actions of love not hate, peace not harm, 
unity not division. And yet they are so threatening to many.  Still, 
the fact that abortion kills babies and harms women – this is the 
truth that must be spoken in love.  
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February 4—Bishop @ Our Lady 
of Guadalupe 

February 11—Bishop @ Our Lady 
of Guadalupe 

February 14—Ash Wednesday 

February 16-18—Vestry Retreat 

February 18—Bishop @ Our Lady 
Guadalupe 

February 19—Diocesan Office 
Closed 

February 25—Bishop @ Our Lady 
Guadalupe 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/


In November, I was invited to participate, along with Archbishop 
Beach, in a meeting of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ (USCCB) subcommittee on the Promotion of the De-
fense of the Marriage.  At that meeting leaders from the ACNA, 
USCCB, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, Baptist Churches, 
along with members of other faith traditions, met in order to draft 
an open letter expressing our deep concern over the promotion of 
transgenderism in the public sector.  This is a dangerous practice, 
which the scientific community, along with the vast majority of 
the religious community, readily points out.  This letter entitled 
“Created Male and Female,” (a copy of which follows), speaks 
gently but firmly in support of our brothers and sisters who are 
wrestling with gender dysphoria while proclaiming the biblical 
truth that we are all created by God – “God created mankind in his 
image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them.” (Genesis 1:27) This was not a “popular” letter but it is an 
important letter – this is a truth that needs to be told.   

My brothers and sisters, we in the Anglican Diocese of San 
Joaquin have not shied away from biblical truth and speaking that 
truth in love, and I pray that we never do.   

Bishop Menees 
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CREATED MALE AND FEMALE  

An Open Letter from Religious Leaders  

December 15, 2017  

Dear Friends:  

As leaders of various communities of faith throughout the United States, many of us came together in the past to 
affirm our commitment to marriage as the union of one man and one woman and as the foundation of society. We 
reiterate that natural marriage continues to be invaluable to American society.  

We come together to join our voices on a more fundamental precept of our shared existence, namely, that human 
beings are male or female and that the socio-cultural reality of gender cannot be separated from one’s sex as male 
or female.  

We acknowledge and affirm that all human beings are created by God and thereby have an inherent dignity. We 
also believe that God created each person male or female; therefore, sexual difference is not an accident or a flaw—
it is a gift from God that helps draw us closer to each other and to God. What God has created is good. “God cre-
ated mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them” (Gen 1:27).  

A person’s discomfort with his or her sex, or the desire to be identified as the other sex, is a complicated reality that 
needs to be addressed with sensitivity and truth. Each person deserves to be heard and treated with respect; it is our 
responsibility to respond to their concerns with compassion, mercy and honesty. As religious leaders, we express 
our commitment to urge the members of our communities to also respond to those wrestling with this challenge 
with patience and love.  

Children especially are harmed when they are told that they can “change” their sex or, further, given hormones that 
will affect their development and possibly render them infertile as adults. Parents deserve better guidance on these 
important decisions, and we urge our medical institutions to honor the basic medical principle of “first, do no 
harm.” Gender ideology harms individuals and societies by sowing confusion and self-doubt. The state itself has a 
compelling interest, therefore, in maintaining policies that uphold the scientific fact of human biology and support-
ing the social institutions and norms that surround it.  

The movement today to enforce the false idea—that a man can be or become a woman or vice versa—is deeply 
troubling. It compels people to either go against reason—that is, to agree with something that is not true—or face 
ridicule, marginalization, and other forms of retaliation.  

We desire the health and happiness of all men, women, and children. Therefore, we call for policies that uphold the 
truth of a person’s sexual identity as male or female, and the privacy and safety of all. We hope for renewed appre-
ciation of the beauty of sexual difference in our culture and for authentic support of those who experience conflict 
with their God-given sexual identity.  

Sincerely Yours:  

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera  
Bishop of Scranton  
Chairman  
USCCB Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs  

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach  
Archbishop and Primate  
Anglican Church in North America  

The Rev. John F. Bradosky  
Bishop  
North American Lutheran Church  

Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.  
Archbishop of Philadelphia  
Chairman  
USCCB Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and 
Youth  

Most Rev. James D. Conley  
Bishop of Lincoln  
Chairman  
USCCB Subcommittee for the Promotion and  
Defense of Marriage  

The Rt. Rev. John A. M. Guernsey  
Bishop, Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic  
Anglican Church in North America  

Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison  
President  
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod  

Imam Faizal Khan  
Founder and Leader  
Islamic Society of the Washington Area  

Most Rev. Joseph E. Kurtz  
Archbishop of Louisville  
Chairman  
USCCB Committee for Religious Liberty  

Melchisedek  
Archbishop of Pittsburgh  
Orthodox Church in America  

The Rt. Rev. Eric V. Menees  
Bishop of San Joaquin  
Anglican Church in North America  

Rev. Eugene F. Rivers, III  
Founder and Director  
Seymour Institute for Black Church and Policy Studies  
Church of God in Christ  

Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Seltz, PhD  
Executive Director  
The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty  

The Rev. Paull Spring  
Bishop Emeritus  
The North American Lutheran Church  

Rev. Tony Suarez  
Executive Vice President  
National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference  

Very Rev. Nathanael Symeonides  
Ecumenical Officer  
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  

The Rev. Dr. L. Roy Taylor  
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly  
Presbyterian Church in America  

Andrew Walker  
Director of Policy Studies  
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis-
sion  

The Rev. Dr. David Wendel  
Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and Ecumenism  
The North American Lutheran Church  

Paul Winter  
Elder  
Bruderhof  
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https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2 
 

 

Pricing: 

$85.00 per night for a shared room, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$170/person).  

$160 per night for married couples, for a total of $320 for 2 
night & 6 meals. 

A limited number of private rooms are available on a case by 
case basis for $110.00 per night, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$220/person). 

Day Use/RV Use = $75 for the weekend. 

https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

February 2018 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to akrogers1@verizon.net and cc: 
melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://anglicanchurch.net/
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