
The Bishop’s Corner 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

What is it that makes us distinctively “Anglican?” This is a ques-
tion that we are often asked. (Though too often the proper noun 
“Anglican” is pronounced “Angelican.”)  

The answer to that question can, and does, fill books but at its 
core is the Book of Common Prayer.  In 1549 when Archbishop 
Cranmer put together the first Book of Common Prayer the pur-
pose was to unify the church using a common liturgy and a com-
mon language.  Of course, that language was English, in the 
place of Latin, and the Liturgy was and is based upon what was 
known about worship in the early church.  

It is very powerful, and attractive, to think that around the world 
nearly 75 million Anglicans are worshiping God in their native 
tongue but using a common form of worship largely based upon 
the Book of Common Prayer 1549 and its successor the Book of 
Common Prayer 1662.  

Since our inception as a province in 2009 the Anglican Church in 
North America set out as one of her first tasks to put together an 
ACNA edition of the BCP, which will be known as the BCP 
2019. 

Over the past eight years a very dedicated team lead first by Bish-
op Bill Thompson and then by Archbishop Robert Duncan has 
worked tirelessly to put together a Book of Common Worship 
that will unify the church and provide beautiful worship that is 
both grounded in the ancient church and timeless. A unique 
characteristic of the BCP 2019 is the input that we’ve received 
from around the USA, Canada and the world.  Given current 
technology we could worship with the trial liturgies and sense 
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March 4—Bishop @ St. David’s 

March 11—Bishop @ St. Peter’s 

March 13—Rural Deans Meeting 

March 17—Diocesan Council 
Meeting 

March 18—Bishop @ All Saints 

March 22—Mass of Chrism 

March 25—Palm Sunday, Bishop 
@ Our Lady of Guadalupe 

March 29—Maundy Thursday 

March 30—Good Friday 

March 31—Holy Saturday 

April 1—Easter Sunday, Bishop @ 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
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what worked and what didn’t.  Thousands of emails, calls and letters came to the Task Force and each one was read, dis-
cussed and cataloged.  Recently, one of the clear adjustments made from that feedback is the movement from three Eu-
charistic prayers to two.   

We are blessed in the Diocese of San Joaquin to have two distinguished colleagues on the Task Force.  Deacon Erin 
Giles and Fr. Jonathan Kanary both serve on the Task Force and are doing a very fine job.  Later in this edition of the 
San Joaquin Anglican, Fr. Kanary has written up a description of the most recent changes – I commend his article to 
your reading. 

I pray you all a very blessed and holy Lent! 

Bishop Menees 

 
 

Transitions 

• The Board of Examining Chaplains recently added two new members – Fr. Michael Law for Scripture and Fr. Da-
vid Miller for Practical Theology.  They join Dcn. Erin Giles for Ethics, Fr. Jonathan Kanary for Ascetical Theolo-
gy, Fr. Joe Lawrence for Doctrine, Fr. Mark Hall for Missionary Work of the Church and Fr. Gordon Kamai for Di-
ocesan Canons.   The Board of Examining Chaplains has the responsibility of working with our candidates for ordi-
nation, examining them in the canonical areas required and, when needed, supporting them with additional studies to 
best prepare them for ministry.  Welcome Fr. Law & Fr. Miller.  

• On Friday, March 2nd, Fr. James Rouse will be installed as the new Vicar of St. James’, Lindsay.  

• On Sunday, March 11th, Fr. Ron Ryan will be installed as the new Vicar of St. Peter’s, Kernville.  

• At the end of January St. Anselm’s, Elk Grove had her last service.   

 

 

Mass of Chrism—All Clergy please attend! 

Thursday, March 22, 2018 

St Mary's Anglican Church, 6175 E Kings Canyon Rd, Fresno, CA 93727  

RSVP by 5pm on Monday, March 5, 2018 at https://goo.gl/forms/PDktbmYMv9PxLfAa2  

Sandwiches will be from Deli Delicious. Please specify any allergies. 
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LITURGY TASK FORCE UPDATE:  

REVISED EUCHARIST AND DAILY OFFICE RITES 

By Father Jonathan Kanary 

 
In 2009, then-Archbishop Robert Duncan called for the development of a new Book of Common Prayer, one that 
would be deeply rooted in the Anglican liturgical tradition but would present that tradition in a contemporary form. 
In a province with members from different backgrounds and jurisdictions, using many different Prayer Books, it 
was an effort to help us all get on the same page—literally. 

Over the past several years, the Liturgy and Common Worship Task Force has produced drafts of all the liturgies 
that will eventually make up this new Prayer Book. We (I joined the Task Force in 2015) have been gathering feed-
back from across the province and are now engaged in the process of revising these liturgies. Our goal is to publish 
the finished volume next year: The Book of Common Prayer 2019. 

In January, the College of Bishops approved revised forms for the Eucharistic rites, Morning and Evening Prayer, 
and the Collects. These near-final texts replace the provisional versions approved in 2013. The revised documents 
have been posted to the Liturgy page of the ACNA website and will be made available in print very soon. 

If you are already using ACNA liturgies, you may be asking: “What changes will I notice?” Here is a quick summary 
of what you will see. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 

Most of the changes to Morning and Evening Prayer are small. Certain words and phrases did not quite work in 
contemporary English, and there were places where the rhythm of the classic language had been lost. We got a lot 
of feedback about this and have worked hard to make the necessary corrections. Very small tweaks in the confes-
sion (in both Offices) and the Phos Hilaron (in Evening Prayer) make a big difference for the flow and resonance of 
the words. Our goal is to maintain the strength and beauty of traditional Prayer Book language as we contemporize.  

In certain instances, it became clear that the traditional phrasing actually worked best. The familiar line in the con-
fession, “we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,” was changed in the provisional 
form to “deceits and desires.” Based on responses from various parts of the church, we changed it back. Similarly, 
in the Prayer of Saint Chrysostom, the 1979 innovation “that when two or three are gathered together in his name 
you will be in the midst of them” has been changed back to the words that appeared in previous Prayer Books: 
“that when two or three are gathered together in his name you will grant their requests.” In addition to staying clos-
er to the classic tradition, this is much more accurate to what Saint Chrysostom actually wrote. 

The biggest addition—again, in response to feedback—was a second set of Suffrages for Evening Prayer, so that 
those who say both Offices during the day can opt for less repetition between the morning and evening liturgies. 

Finally, we have tried to make these liturgies as accessible and user-friendly as possible. Many Christians who are 
not Anglicans are curious about the Prayer Book and want to explore ways of using Morning and Evening Prayer as 
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part of their own worship. Many others are newcomers to the Anglican tradition and may not know how to navigate 
the complexities of these texts. So—to take one example—we have placed just a few opening sentences from Scrip-
ture at the start of each liturgy, where they will be easy to find and provide a manageable number of options for the 
person first starting to use this book. After the Offices, we have provided additional opening sentences appropriate 
for each season of the Church Year. This allows more options for the “expert” user, or for those who say these 
prayers in a congregational context. Our hope is that this approach provides well for the full range of spiritual needs 
in our communities, making for a book of truly common prayer. 

Eucharist Liturgies 

The biggest and most obvious change in this round of revisions is this: we went from three Eucharistic canons to two. In-
stead of the “Standard,” “Common,” and “Ancient” rites, we now have the “Standard Anglican” and the “Ancient 
Ecumenical.” There are several really good reasons for this, again keeping in mind the goal of common prayer and the 
desire for simplicity.  

Those who used the Common Canon may be wondering, “what about me?” However, the Common was essentially 
an abbreviated version of the Standard. What we have done is to make provision for shortening the Standard Angli-
can canon (removing two paragraphs and replacing another with the acclamation “Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again”), so that those who want to use this classic rite but need an abbreviated version still have 
that option. There are also rubrics explicitly allowing the Prayers of the People, Confession, and Post-Communion 
Prayer from either rite to be used; so a shorter and more contemporary version of these elements is available, simply 
by borrowing from the other Eucharistic liturgy. 

Within the Standard Anglican rite, many small changes have been made—again, largely in response to feedback 
asking that we attend more closely to the rhythm, beauty, and consistency of the language. These changes appear 
especially in the Prayers of the People and in the Eucharistic canon itself. The most obvious are probably in the Sur-
sum Corda. “Lift up your hearts” is now answered by “We lift them up to the Lord”—something many people in our 
congregations already say! Similarly, in the provisional version, “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God” is an-
swered by “It is just and right so to do.” Realizing that this does not quite work as contemporary English, the re-
vised version has the people affirm “It is right to give him thanks and praise.” In order to retain the emphasis on 
obligation and the rightness of offering praise to God—which is strongly present in older versions of the liturgy—
the Celebrant’s words that follow have also been changed. Instead of “It is right, and a good and joyful thing,” the 
priest now says, “It is right, our duty and our joy.” (This follows the lead of the Common Worship texts used in the 
Church of England.) Those of you who serve as Celebrant will notice other small changes throughout the Eucharis-
tic canon. 

As in the Daily Office, some changes will sound very familiar, since they return to more classic Prayer Book idiom. 
The repetition of “have mercy on us” has been restored in the Confession, and the words of the Prayer of Humble 
Access have been revised to stay closer to Cranmer’s original version.  

One change will trip people up at first: In the second part of the Nicene Creed, “We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God” has been changed to “the only-begotten Son of God.”  The bishops made this decision 
about how to translate the Greek text based on Christian tradition and recent work by several New Testament 
scholars. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The final changes appear in the Additional Directions. These make provision for using the rite in a way that follows 
the order of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. Most of us will not do this, but it addresses the request of certain mem-
bers of our province who value the particular shape of that older part of our Prayer Book tradition. The Additional 
Directions also allow flexibility for other versions of the Prayers of the People to be used (provided they include cer-
tain essential subjects), and offer instructions for a Penitential Order, which may be particularly useful in Lent. 

The Ancient Ecumenical canon has seen more significant changes. This canon originally came into existence be-
cause several of the bishops communicated a desire for “something like Prayer A” from the 1979 Prayer Book. The 
Ancient canon—like Prayer A—was loosely based on the fourth-century “Anaphora of Hippolytus.” It was more 
robust than Prayer A in certain respects and received some positive feedback. However, the invocation of the Holy 
Spirit was not as clear as it should have been; and some people continued to miss the familiar language and reso-
nances of Prayer A.  

So the revised Ancient Ecumenical canon essentially brings together the strengths of both these versions. It borrows 
language from Prayer A where it seems particularly effective or familiar, while keeping the vigor and theological 
force of the draft Ancient canon. The resulting prayer is a powerful contemporary liturgy, based in one of the most 
ancient Western Eucharistic rites and drawing on the riches of the Anglican spiritual tradition as well as the ecumen-
ical consensus of twentieth century liturgical scholarship. God willing, it will serve our churches well for many years 
to come. 

Other Revised Liturgies 

In addition to these major liturgies, several other revisions have been approved by the bishops—mostly pieces that 
are closely connected to the Eucharist. The Exhortation is essentially the same, with just a few very minor stylistic 
changes. The Decalogue saw a more significant change back toward traditional language; the people now respond 
to each Commandment, “Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.” The Proper Prefaces 
for Christmas and Lent have been substantially revised, and new Prefaces have been added for special commemora-
tions, as well as two Prefaces for use “at any time.” 

Finally, the Collects have received a thorough revision. Again, these are mostly small changes, correcting awkward 
or confusing phrasing that resulted from the transition from traditional to contemporary language.  

What Comes Next? 

Over the next year, the Task Force is attempting to process feedback and revise all the remaining rites: Baptism, 
Confirmation, Holy Matrimony, Burial, Midday Prayer, Compline, the Great Litany, the Rites of Healing, and all the 
Ash Wednesday and Holy Week liturgies. If you have feedback, questions, or specific suggestions for how we can strengthen these 
rites, please e-mail the Task Force: liturgytaskforce@anglicanchurch.net  

Most importantly, please pray for this work. Pray that the Lord will guide the minds and hearts of the Task Force 
as we engage in the revision process. Pray that the wider church will provide helpful and wise feedback. Pray that the 
fruit of these labors will be a blessing and a gift, not just for Anglicans in North America, but for our brothers and 
sisters in other Christian traditions, and for our fellow-Anglicans around the world. Pray that the outcome of this 
process will be a good, true, and beautiful Book of Common Prayer 2019, which can be used by the Church for many 
years to come. Pray, above all, that the Triune God will be worthily and rightly worshiped. 

May Christ Jesus be glorified in the praises of His people. 
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

March 2018 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to akrogers1@verizon.net and cc: 
melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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