
The Bishop’s Corner—GAFCON—

Global Anglican Future Conference 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

June 17-22 several members of the Diocese of San Joaquin and I 
will be participating in the Global Anglican Future Conference in 
Jerusalem.  

We meet in Jerusalem for its spiritual and historic significance.  
Bethlehem, just outside of Jerusalem, is, of course the birthplace 
of Jesus – (Emmanuel – “God with us.”) and Jerusalem is the 
place of Jesus’ suffering, death AND resurrection! Jerusalem also 
holds a special place in the hearts of the GAFCON movement as 
it was the location of the very first conference back in 2008 in 
which Bishop Schofield attended and played a significant role. 
Jerusalem stands as a constant reminder of the birth of the Gos-
pel and the movement’s determination to remain true to the 
teachings of our Lord and his Word. 

In 2008, over 1,100 delegates from the laity, deacons, priests and 
bishops attended from around the world. At the second confer-
ence, in Nairobi in 2013, this number grew to over 1,500 and in 
2018 the expectation is closer to 2,000. 

In 2008 GAFCON launched as a means of uniting Anglicans 
from around the world in our common faith as opposed to simp-
ly being united under a relationship with the Archbishop of Can-
terbury. In 1867 when the bishops of the Anglican Communion 
first gathered for the Lambeth Conference the concept that we 
wouldn’t be united by a common faith and practice was so utterly 
foreign to their way of thinking that it was simply assumed that if 
you were Anglican you were a biblically based Christian living 
under the authority of God, His Word and His Church.  Now, 
150 years later that assumption can no longer be made.  People 
who call themselves “Anglicans” and are in relationship with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury deny the uniqueness of Christ for sal-
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vation, deny the authority of the Holy Scriptures and manipulate the teachings of the church so that to a vast majori-
ty of our brothers and sisters around the world their being Anglican is in name only and not in word or deed. 

In 2008 the Global Anglican Future Conference was born and the results have been historic. Anglican Christians 
from around the world are recapturing the command of our Lord to “Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have com-
manded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) and a movement of the Spirit was born.  The tangible result of GAFCON 2008 is 
the Jerusalem Declaration.   

Over the next several months in the Bishop’s Note and in the San Joaquin Anglican I’d like to examine the Jerusalem 
Declaration in depth and explore what the Lord would have us do as Anglican Christians in the Diocese of San 
Joaquin.  

Preamble 

We, the participants in the Global Anglican Future Conference, are a fellowship of confessing Anglicans for the ben-
efit of the Church and the furtherance of its mission. We are a fellowship of people united in the communion 
(koinonia) of the one Spirit and committed to work and pray together in the common mission of Christ. It is a con-
fessing fellowship in that its members confess the faith of Christ crucified, stand firm for the gospel in the global and 
Anglican context, and affirm a contemporary rule, the Jerusalem Declaration, to guide the movement for the future. 
We are a fellowship of Anglicans, including provinces, dioceses, churches, missionary jurisdictions, para-church or-
ganizations and individual Anglican Christians whose goal is to reform, heal and revitalize the Anglican Communion 
and expand its mission to the world. 

Our fellowship is not breaking away from the Anglican Communion. We, together with many other faithful Angli-
cans throughout the world, believe the doctrinal foundation of Anglicanism, which defines our core identity as Angli-
cans, is expressed in these words: The doctrine of the Church is grounded in the Holy Scriptures and in such teach-
ings of the ancient Fathers and Councils of the Church as are agreeable to the said Scriptures. In particular, such doc-
trine is to be found in the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer and the Ordinal. We intend 
to remain faithful to this standard, and we call on others in the Communion to reaffirm and return to it. While ac-
knowledging the nature of Canterbury as an historic see, we do not accept that Anglican identity is determined neces-
sarily through recognition by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Building on the above doctrinal foundation of Anglican 
identity, we hereby publish the Jerusalem Declaration as the basis of our fellowship. 

The Jerusalem Declaration 

In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit: 

We, the participants in the Global Anglican Future Conference, have met in the land of Jesus’ birth. We express our 
loyalty as disciples to the King of kings, the Lord Jesus. We joyfully embrace his command to proclaim the reality of 
his kingdom which he first announced in this land. The gospel of the kingdom is the good news of salvation, libera-
tion and transformation for all. In light of the above, we agree to chart a way forward together that promotes and 
protects the biblical gospel and mission to the world, solemnly declaring the following tenets of orthodoxy which 
underpin our Anglican identity. 

1. We rejoice in the gospel of God through which we have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Because God first loved us, we love him and as believers bring forth fruits of love, on-
going repentance, lively hope and thanksgiving to God in all things. 
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2. We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God written and to contain all 
things necessary for salvation. The Bible is to be translated, read, preached, taught and obeyed in its plain and ca-
nonical sense, respectful of the church’s historic and consensual reading. 

3. We uphold the four Ecumenical Councils and the three historic Creeds as expressing the rule of faith of the one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

4. We uphold the Thirty-nine Articles as containing the true doctrine of the Church agreeing with God’s Word and as 
authoritative for Anglicans today. 

5. We gladly proclaim and submit to the unique and universal Lordship of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, humanity’s 
only Savior from sin, judgement and hell, who lived the life we could not live and died the death that we deserve. 
By his atoning death and glorious resurrection, he secured the redemption of all who come to him in repentance 
and faith. 

6. We rejoice in our Anglican sacramental and liturgical heritage as an expression of the gospel, and we uphold the 
1662 Book of Common Prayer as a true and authoritative standard of worship and prayer, to be translated and lo-
cally adapted for each culture. 

7. We recognize that God has called and gifted bishops, priests and deacons in historic succession to equip all the 
people of God for their ministry in the world. We uphold the classic Anglican Ordinal as an authoritative standard 
of clerical orders. 

8. We acknowledge God’s creation of humankind as male and female and the unchangeable standard of Christian 
marriage between one man and one woman as the proper place for sexual intimacy and the basis of the family. We 
repent of our failures to maintain this standard and call for a renewed commitment to lifelong fidelity in marriage 
and abstinence for those who are not married. 

9. We gladly accept the Great Commission of the risen Lord to make disciples of all nations, to seek those who do 
not know Christ and to baptize, teach and bring new believers to maturity. 

10. We are mindful of our responsibility to be good stewards of God’s creation, to uphold and advocate justice in soci-
ety, and to seek relief and empowerment of the poor and needy. 

11. We are committed to the unity of all those who know and love Christ and to building authentic ecumenical rela-
tionships. We recognize the orders and jurisdiction of those Anglicans who uphold orthodox faith and practice, and 
we encourage them to join us in this declaration. 

12. We celebrate the God-given diversity among us which enriches our global fellowship, and we acknowledge freedom 
in secondary matters. We pledge to work together to seek the mind of Christ on issues that divide us. 

13. We reject the authority of those churches and leaders who have denied the orthodox faith in word or deed. We 
pray for them and call on them to repent and return to the Lord. 

14. We rejoice at the prospect of Jesus’ coming again in glory, and while we await this final event of history, we praise 
him for the way he builds up his church through his Spirit by miraculously changing lives. 

The Road Ahead 

We believe the Holy Spirit has led us during this week in Jerusalem to begin a new work. There are many important 
decisions for the development of this fellowship which will take more time, prayer and deliberation. Among other mat-
ters, we shall seek to expand participation in this fellowship beyond those who have come to Jerusalem, including co-
operation with the Global South and the Council of Anglican Provinces in Africa. We can, however, discern certain 
milestones on the road ahead. (Continued on page 4) 
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Primates’ Council 

We, the participants in the Global Anglican Future Conference, do hereby acknowledge the participating Primates of 
GAFCON who have called us together, and encourage them to form the initial Council of the GAFCON movement. 
We look forward to the enlargement of the Council and entreat the Primates to organize and expand the fellowship of 
confessing Anglicans. 

We urge the Primates’ Council to authenticate and recognize confessing Anglican jurisdictions, clergy and congrega-
tions and to encourage all Anglicans to promote the gospel and defend the faith. 

We recognize the desirability of territorial jurisdiction for provinces and dioceses of the Anglican Communion, except 
in those areas where churches and leaders are denying the orthodox faith or are preventing its spread, and in a few are-
as for which overlapping jurisdictions are beneficial for historical or cultural reasons. 

We thank God for the courageous actions of those Primates and provinces who have offered orthodox oversight to 
churches under false leadership, especially in North and South America. The actions of these Primates have been a 
positive response to pastoral necessities and mission opportunities. We believe that such actions will continue to be 
necessary and we support them in offering help around the world. 

We believe this is a critical moment when the Primates’ Council will need to put in place structures to lead and support 
the church. In particular, we believe the time is now ripe for the formation of a province in North America for the fed-
eration currently known as Common Cause Partnership to be recognized by the Primates’ Council. 

Conclusion: Message from Jerusalem 

We, the participants in the Global Anglican Future Conference, were summoned by the Primates’ leadership team to 
Jerusalem in June 2008 to deliberate on the crisis that has divided the Anglican Communion for the past decade and to 
seek direction for the future. We have visited holy sites, prayed together, listened to God’s Word preached and ex-
pounded, learned from various speakers and teachers, and shared our thoughts and hopes with each other. 

The meeting in Jerusalem this week was called in a sense of urgency that a false gospel has so paralyzed the Anglican 
Communion that this crisis must be addressed. The chief threat of this dispute involves the compromising of the in-
tegrity of the church’s worldwide mission. The primary reason we have come to Jerusalem and issued this declaration 
is to free our churches to give clear and certain witness to Jesus Christ. 

It is our hope that this Statement on the Global Anglican Future will be received with comfort and joy by many Angli-
cans around the world who have been distressed about the direction of the Communion. We believe the Anglican 
Communion should and will be reformed around the biblical gospel and mandate to go into all the world and present 
Christ to the nations. 

Jerusalem 
Feast of St Peter and St Paul 
29 June 2008 

I bid the Diocese of San Joaquin to pray for GAFCON 2018 and especially the delegates of the diocese.   

Bishop Menees 
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

June 2018 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to akrogers1@verizon.net and cc: 
melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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