
Legal Update – February 23, 2015 
 
Last May, we received a negative ruling from Judge Black in the lawsuit known 
as “Diocese of San Joaquin v. Schofield.”  After considerable consultation, 
thought, and prayer, I made the decision to appeal to the Fifth District Court of 
Appeals believing that we did not receive a fair hearing based on the application 
of neutral principles of law.  
 
We believe the ruling and judgment against us are stayed until our appeal is 
ruled upon by the Fifth District Court of Appeal.  I am calling upon the people of 
the diocese to keep our two outstanding lawyers, Rusty VanRozeboom and Allan 
Haley, in your prayers as they prepare our opening brief, which will be filed in the 
court of appeal on April 2nd – Maundy Thursday.   
 
Over the past months, several things have happened in courts across the country 
which give us hope.  The Diocese of Quincy prevailed in the trial court, and the 
Illinois appellate courts have affirmed that victory.  The Quincy case is now final, 
and the Episcopal Church has lost.  The Diocese of South Carolina received a 
significant win in the South Carolina trial court, and the Episcopal Church is now 
appealing that decision.  We expect positive news regarding the Diocese of Fort 
Worth.  The Texas Supreme Court ruled that neutral principles is the law of that 
state, and that the Dennis Canon is unenforceable.  The case is back in the 
Texas trial court, and a ruling in favor of Bishop Iker’s diocese is expected soon. 
 
Returning to our case, last Friday the Episcopal Church filed a motion with Judge 
Black, which is the first step in trying to remove us from our properties.  The 
motion is scheduled for hearing on April 7th – Tuesday in Easter Week.  Perhaps 
the Episcopal Church is responding to their losses in Illinois, South Carolina, and 
potentially Texas; or, perhaps it is attempting to distract our attorneys from their 
preparation of our appellate brief.  Whatever the motive, I am confident that our 
appeal equates to a stay of execution on Judge Black’s decision.  I am also 
aware that the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin cannot populate the churches, 
and will only be burdened with maintaining the upkeep and security of the 
properties and using them for charitable purposes, lest they lose their tax exempt 
standing.   
 
Finally, the motion filed with Judge Black will not result in a final decision, 
because both sides can ask the appellate court for review.  So be prayerful and 
not anxious.  God is in control.  I will continue to post updates when new 
information is available and we will continue to trust in God’s Grace and 
Supremacy.  
 
I pray you all a blessed Lent. 
Bishop Menees 


