
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The following Memorandum was sent to the Rectors, Vicars and 

Wardens of the Diocese and I share it with you all now via the San 

Joaquin Anglican.  

 

Memorandum  

 

Date:  May 15, 2013 

 

To:  Rectors, Vicars & Wardens of the Diocese of San Joaquin 

From:   Bishop Menees 

Re:  Legal Updates and Moving Forward 

 

I announced to the clergy at the Clergy Conference last week that 

Judge Hamilton has finalized his denial of the Episcopal Church’s 

motion for Summary Judgment.  I am expecting TEC to appeal this 

ruling but also fully expect the Court of Appeals to deny their appeal. 

 

Therefore we are moving forward to trial which is currently, and 

providentially, set for January 6, 2014 (Feast of the Epiphany and the 

anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of San Joaquin) in the 

Fresno County Courthouse. 

 

As I reflect on these past five plus years I am so very thankful to God 

for your faithfulness, generosity and courage in the face of adversity. 

I think it also important that as a diocese we remember why it is that 

we made this bold move to be the first diocese to leave the Episcopal 

Church.  This was not some rash decision made in the heat of emo-

tion.  This decision was thoughtfully and prayerfully taken over a 

span of a full year - the first vote being in December of 2006 and the 

second vote making it final in December of 2007 - though the roots of 

the decision go back farther.   

  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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June 1 – Diocesan Missions Board,        

               10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

June 2 – Bishop at St David’s,  

               San Rafael 

 

June 7-9 – COM/Examining  

               Chaplains Retreat, Fresno 

 

June 9 – Bishop at St Columba,  

               Fresno 

 

June 15 – Diocesan Council,  

               10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

June 16 – Bishop at St Alban’s,  

                Los Banos 

 

June 18-21 – ACNA Provincial  

            Council / College of Bishops 

 

June 23 – Bishop at St Andrew’s,  

                Lancaster 

 

June 30 - Bishop at St. Clement’s 

                 Woodlake 



The Foundations Are Laid 
 

[ed. note—the following is adapted from a series of historical essays taken from 

“History of the Diocese of San Joaquin,” Chapter 2, “The Foundations Are Laid.” 

and expanded by Mr. John Pryor] 

 

THE FASCINATING AND FAITHFUL HISTORY OF ST. PAUL’S, BAKERSFIELD 
 

     In 1579, the Anglican Church came to California when that bold adventurer, Sir Francis Drake, anchored the Golden 

Hind near what is now called Point Reyes.  In 1879 – precisely 300 years later – the seeds of a church were planted in Ba-

kersfield when St. Paul’s Mission was organized with about a dozen communicants, “including several men,” as the original 

draft of St. Paul’s history notes.  Services were conducted in the homes of Episcopal families until the new Railroad Avenue 

School became available downtown. 
 

     From the very outset until today, organ music has been traditional for St. Paul’s.  A member of one of the founding 

families served as organist.  She and her husband brought their small organ for each service from their home in a light, horse-

drawn wagon.  In the late 1800s, Bakersfield was a wide-open town with saloons, gambling, gunmen, and prostitution.  How-

ever, other forces were already at work.  Roman Catholics built a church and Methodists funded a building open for the use of 

all evangelical denominations – including Episcopalians.   
 

     Once during a visit by Bishop of California, William Kip, he chanced to remark that the Methodists’ building was not fit for 

divine services.  Methodists were understandably offended.  For this and other more valid reasons, construction of St. Paul’s 

first church was begun at 17th and Eye Streets in downtown Bakersfield in 1886.  It cost $3,000 to build this church.  Its con-

struction was fully funded except for $470.  It was considered one of the most church-like edifices in the diocese with a high 

bell tower at one end.  By January 1888, the church was free from debt – but it was not until January 1891 that the church was 

consecrated by the Assistant Bishop of California, the Rt. Rev. William Ford Nichols – to relieve the venerable Bishop Kip who 

was in his 38th year of service.   
 

On March 4, 1891, St. Paul’s Mission – having become financially self-supporting – was granted parish status.   
     The new St. Paul’s church had two narrow escapes from fire.  In 1889, the downtown section of Bakersfield burned.  Not a 

business or house was left standing.  A bucket brigade was formed to protect the church when the skating rink next door went 

up in flames.  Many felt the church was spared only by the hand of God.  The church was again threatened on a later date when 

the nearby Ingleside Hotel caught fire. 
 

     Despite these close calls, St. Paul’s Parish became the mother of missions in surrounding communities.  The first was 

St. John’s Mission at nearby Rosedale – a community of settlers who were mostly from England.  A red frame church was built 

with the first service conducted there on Easter Sunday, 1892, by Rev. H. H. Clapham, Rector of St. Paul’s.  The mission con-

tinued with service by St. Paul’s rectors until its parishioners scattered and the mission was closed in 1910.  (In 1950, threat-

ened with demolition, the church building was purchased by St. Paul’s parishioners who donated the structure to Kern County 

Museum’s Pioneer Village where it was restored and formally dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Sumner Walters, Bishop of San Joa-

quin, at a service attended by several hundred people.) 
 

     At the same time, plans for the new St. Paul’s called for an expenditure of $20,000.  This was considered to be too high.  

Plans were reduced to a cost of $16,000 and accepted.  The new brick structure opened January 1, 1902.  It was blessed by the 

Rt. Rev. William Ford Nichols, Bishop of California. 
 

     At this service, the Romualdo Pacheco Memorial was consecrated.  The memorial was composed of a beautiful Italian 

marble altar and an equally beautiful window above the altar of Christ with two angels – depicting His ascension -- created by 

Louis Comfort Tiffany.  Both were the gift of Mrs. William Tevis.  Mabella Tevis – called “Mabel” -- was the daughter of 

Pacheco – the 12th governor of the State of California and California’s first Hispanic governor.   
 

     Mrs. Tevis had seen the altar and window in an Italian exhibit of the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo NY in 1901.  She 

was so impressed by its beauty that she purchased the collection in its entirety for the new St. Paul’s in Bakersfield – just in 

time for its construction at 17th and Eye Streets downtown.  President William McKinley also visited the exposition and this 

particular exhibit.  He knelt before the altar only a few hours before he was felled by an assassin’s bullet. 
 

Continued on page 13 

June 2013 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 2 

From “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin” … 



The Bishop’s Corner (Cont. for page 1) 
Moving Forward 

 

Even though we followed all the laws of the State of California and all the canons of the Episcopal Church in effect at 

the time of our departure, the Episcopal Church sued Bishop Schofield and the diocese along with the clergy and lay 

leaders of our incorporated parishes demanding all property. With Judge Hamilton’s decision we are given the privilege 

and opportunity to defend ourselves in court.  

 
In making the decision we followed all the Canons (Rules) of the Episcopal Church in force at that time and all the laws 

of the State of California.  In addition, those churches that decided not to go with us, had a majority vote in their congre-

gation and no outstanding debt to the diocese, were given their property free and clear with our blessing.  The Episcopal 

Church responded to our generosity by suing us individually and collectively and by suing to have our assets frozen. 

 

Why did we leave?  The answers are Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical. 

 

Biblical - We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the Word of God and authoritative in 

all aspects of our personal and corporate life.  In submission to the scriptures we find freedom and joy in serving the 

Lord and ministering to others. However, over the past forty years the Episcopal Church moved farther and farther away 

from submitting to the Bible as the Authoritative Word of God.  Questioning all aspects of authenticity and efficacy 

while still maintaining the outward appearance of fidelity in the liturgy. The implication of this teaching is that the Bible 

is a good book on a par with other holy books of the World’s Religions. That stance was not and is not sufficient for us, 

submitting to the authority of scripture is fundamental to our Christian life and witness.   

 

 

Theological: Because our theology is based upon the authority of Scripture our theology has not changed.  We promote 

and support the historic faith as the way to an abundant and Grace filled life in the present and eternal salvation in the 

future. Because of a shifting understanding of scripture there is no surprise that the theology of the Episcopal Church has 

changed.  While the Episcopal catechism has not yet officially changed, the teaching of the leadership has. We, on the 

other hand, continue to proclaim that Salvation is through Jesus Christ alone and that all paths do not lead to God. The 

scriptural basis for morality is unchanged, remains the foundation of our individual and social life and reflects a re-

deemed life in Jesus Christ. The core doctrines of the Virgin Birth of Jesus and the physical Resurrection are not up to 

the whims of social or academic trends but form the heart of reconciliation between God and man.  

 

Ecclesiastical: We adhere to the biblical teaching that the Church is both the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) and His 

bride (2 Corinthians 11).  The Church is set aside as a vehicle for love and reconciliation in a fallen and broken world.  

For these reasons we hold to the foundational teachings on marriage as a life long relationship between one man and one 

woman. We believe that clergy are to live godly and holy lives reflecting in word and example the humility and sanctity 

of Jesus. We believe in the sanctity of life from the moment of conception to natural death.  In these areas we respect-

fully and forcefully disagree with the Episcopal Church. While the Episcopal Church may argue that our adherence to 

biblical truth is excluding people from the church we argue just the opposite. Rather than being exclusive, singling out 

different groups and granting them exceptions to the teachings of the faith, we are true to the inclusiveness of the gospel, 

holding all people to one biblical standard. Jesus’ life, death and resurrection was offered so that all people who accept 

Him as Lord and Savior may receive forgiveness of sin and life everlasting. 

 

Why did we leave? Because we could not in good conscience represent a church that had strayed from the faith - it ham-

pered our ability to effectively preach the good news of Jesus Christ and to serve him in the community.  When we chal-

lenged the teachings or taught the traditional faith we were ostracized and threatened with disciplinary action by the 

Episcopal Church.  

 
Cont. on Page 4 
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The Bishop’s Corner (Cont. from page 3) 

 

Moving Forward 

 

Some may question our decision to move forward to litigation.  Let me emphasize that this was not our first choice.  All 

attempts at a negotiated settlement have been met with disregard and conditions that would diminish our ability to continue 

as the Body of Christ in the San Joaquin Valley. Lastly, we are not alone in this historic struggle - all mainline denomina-

tions are struggling with the same issues of choosing faithfulness to Scripture or to the cares of the world - our struggle for 

defense of the faith is a struggle for many orthodox Christians and any gains that we may win in our defense may support a 

brother or sister who is struggling.  

 

Because our reserve funds have been frozen we are required to raise the $350,000-$450,000 thousand dollars that it will 

take to litigate this case.  To that end I am calling on the Diocese of San Joaquin to step up in defense of the our faith and 

the faith of our ancestors who labored so hard to provide the spiritual foundations and physical properties that we enjoy to-

day.   

 

More information will be coming shortly but we will be launching a diocesan wide capital campaign congregation to con-

gregation.  Won’t you please prayerfully consider to what extent you will participate in this campaign for the defense of our 

faith and our properties. 

 

Lastly and most importantly we have only to look to scripture to know that we will be victorious in the long run regardless 

of how the court rules...God separated the waters of the Red Sea and David slew Goliath and so too shall we be victorious.  

 

God bless and keep you all! 

     Your Servant and Bishop, 

 

     The Rt. Rev. Dr. Eric Vawter Menees 

     Vth Bishop of San Joaquin 

Transitions 

 

Grace Anglican Church, Turlock - On Pentecost Sunday following a moving final service at St. Francis, Turlock the con-

gregation arose and processed to their new location three blocks away where they were warmly welcomed by the hosting 

congregation.  The Modesto Bee ran an article about the transition and can be reached here:  

http://www.modbee.com/2013/05/19/2722994/turlock-episcopal-congregation.html 

 

Christ the King, Ridgecrest - On Trinity Sunday following a joyful celebration St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest was disbanded 

releasing the facilities over to the Episcopal Church effective June 1st.  Christ the King Anglican Church will have it’s first 

service on June 2nd.  Christ the King will be meeting at: Immanuel Christian School, 201 Graaf Avenue- Ridgecrest.   

 

Noah Lawson - has completed his second year of seminary at Nashotah House. Noah will be continuing his Navy Chap-

lains training and then doing an internship at St. John’s,  Stockton.  

 

Phil Berghuis - has completed his first year of seminary at Nashotah House.  Phil will be continuing his studies this sum-

mer by taking his Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Agnes  Hospital in Fresno.  

 

Steve Veslesky  - has completed his studies at Trinity School for Ministry and completing his application to become a 

SAMS Missionary.  It is Steve’s dream to be the first Anglican Missionary to the Czech Republic.   

http://www.modbee.com/2013/05/19/2722994/turlock-episcopal-congregation.html
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June 2013 
 

Since returning to Laos in April, Fr. Martin Bunsy has already been connecting with people and ministries.  He had a 

meeting with Levy to decide how to finish building the home/church, which burned with the rest of the village in June, 

2012.  Martin gave Levy $3,500 for the building.  These funds were raised here in the Diocese of San Joaquin with the 

generosity of so many donors. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bob says the weather is very hot and humid this time of year.  Keeping one’s self cool is very hard.  Times like these 

provide a wonderful time for Bob to share the Gospel with them.  Xai knows some English and is able to translate.  
 

Financial accounting for April 2013. 
In April Fr. Martin returned to Laos with a check from the Jacob's Farm account for $5300.  $3500 is for finishing re-

building the house church that burned in the summer of 2012.  $1800 is for continuing the monthly stipend of $150 for 

another 12 months for Bounthavy, the house church leader in Vientiane. 
 

Please continue to pray for the Bunsy’s work in Laos.  The Diocese will continue to collect donations for their health 

insurance, medical needs, and project operating costs.   
 

Donations for the Bunsy’s personal support for their food, lodging, and travel are handled through Global Teams.  For 

details see www.global-teams.net. ; 

Many people and Churches in the Diocese have sent contributions for the Bunsy’s through Global Teams and we en-

courage everyone to continue this important partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 

Let us all join together in helping the Bunsy’s finish what God put in their hearts for the Lao people, to know Jesus 

Christ, and spread that good news to all.  

 

Friends of Lao Mission Project 

Jacob's Farm Account 

Diocese of San Joaquin,  April 2013 

 Opening Balance 4/1/13 $5,324.00 

Donations $50.00 

Expenses -$5,300.00 

Ending Balance 4/31/13 $24.00 

Lao Ministry M. Bunsy Account 

Diocese of San Joaquin, April 2013 

Opening Balance 4/1/13 $10,837.39 

Donations $747.99 

Expenses 0 

Closing Balance 4/31/13 $11,585.38 

Manioc on Jacob’s Farm 
Following the illness that claimed so many of the lives of the goats it was de-

cided that a more realistic use of the farm, at least in the short term, was to 

plant manioc which was planted last Summer.  The 45 acres of manioc has 

been harvested, and profited $5,000.   
 

Bob joins Martin 

Bob Blake returned to Laos this May 2013 to join Fr. Martin in ministry.  Bob 

stayed with Fr. Martin for a few days until he could find a house to rent.  He 

found a nice house, and was also able to get a motorbike for his transporta-

tion.  

  

Training up the Youth 
Fr. Martin is asking for you to continue to pray for Bob and himself as they 

continue to work with the youth group. This is very important because the 

young  people who are raised up as leaders will be able to continue the spread 

of the gospel and a continuation of Fr. Martin’s work in Laos when he is not 

there.   One of the ways they are accomplishing this is by teaching the youth 

to speak English.   Two of the young people want Bob to start teaching them  

English this week, and in doing so they also get to share in the Good News of 

the Gospel.  

http://www.global-teams.net./
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Gerard Family Camp 2013 

July 7-13, 2013  

 
A gathering of people of all ages for a week of fellowship, 

rest and refreshment, fun and games, as well as an opportu-

nity to pray together, learn together and grow together. 
 

 

 

Sunday afternoon, July 7th through the following Saturday, July 13th after breakfast. 

 

Lodging & Meals:  Price includes 6 nights lodging and 17 meals:  

                                 (Dinner-Sunday evening through breakfast on Sunday) No charge for children 5 and under. 

Per Person Fee       Lodge Room: $394.00      Dormitory: $394.00         R.V.: $304.00     

      

Consider attending a Road Scholar program at ECCO. 

 

In 2013 ECCO will provide 39 Road Scholar programs. You may better recognize Road Scholar’s former name, 

Elderhostel. ECCO offers programs that include bus tours of Yosemite, watercolor classes, photography classes, golf 

adventures, birding excursions, tours of Sequoia National Park, hiking adventures in Yosemite, intergenerational 

programs for grandparents and grandkids together, and holiday programs. Programs are all inclusive at ECCO 

(typically 5 nights/6 days) with an emphasis on both education and Yosemite. If you have never attended a Road 

Scholar program, attending one at ECCO could be just the fun, educational getaway you need! 

 

 Register for and browse our programs online at www.roadscholar.org or call 1-800-454-5768 . Search the following 

program numbers to explore rates and dates. If you would like to commute from Oakhurst, search for the commuter 

rate. Road Scholar is proud to offer exclusive deals for programs that individuals would not be able to find on their 

own. You will be hard pressed to find a better deal or better instructors. 

Program # 

1197 Seasons of Magic in Yosemite  

11785  Yosemite Getaway 

8713    Photograph Yosemite: Cliffs, Domes, and Waterfalls 

2317    Joy of Watercolor and the Beauty of Yosemite 

14610  Yosemite: A Birder’s Paradise 

20349  Intergenerational Program: Dinosaurs, Gold Panning, Robots, and Yosemite 

17247  Fore! Golf Yosemite and Two other Great Courses in the Beautiful Sierra Nevada 

13977  Hiking Yosemite: Up Close and Personal 

16642  Thanksgiving in Yosemite 

18331  New  Year’s in Yosemite 
 

New in 2014! 

21317  Winter Sports in Yosemite: Snow Show, Ski and More 
 

Stay tuned for a Fly Fishing program offered in 2014. 

June 2013 

http://www.roadscholar.org/
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ANGLICAN 4TH DAY NEWS 
 

2013 Meeting Schedule – all meetings the 3rd Saturday of each month, except Dec. 

 

June 15th – St. Mary’s, Fresno 

July 20th – Trinity, Bakersfield 

August 17th – St. Jude’s, Tehachapi 

September 21st – Christ the King, Ridgecrest 

October 19th – St. Mary’s, Fresno 

November 16th – St. Luke’s, Merced 

 

(All Meetings:  Secretariat at 10 AM; Lunch at 11:30; Ultreya at 1 PM) 

  

Please be in prayer for our movement.  We desire to offer this wonderful 

discipleship tool to all who will come! 

 

In Christ, 

Christine Miller, 4th Day Lay Director (4thdayluvr@gmail.com)  

GAFCON 2 Formally announced for October 21  -  26 Nairobi 

 

May 4, 2013 

 

The Second Global Anglican Future Conference will be held in Nairobi, Kenya, 21st-26th October 2013. The 

focus will be on our shared Anglican future, as we engage with the missionary theme, ‘Making Disciples for 

the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

 

The first conference, GAFCON 2008, was held in Jerusalem. GAFCON gave birth to a movement, the Global 

Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans. The aims of the GFCA are to proclaim and defend the apostolic gospel 

within and beyond the Anglican Communion and to recognize and share fellowship with orthodox Anglicans 

globally, especially those who have been disaffiliated by false teaching and behavior. 

 

We continue to face the triple challenge of skeptical secularism, militant religion and compromised Christian-

ity. GAFCON 2013 has been summoned so that GFCA can help both plan for and experience the future of the 

Communion of which we, with many others, are part. 

 

The invited delegates, laity, clergy and bishops, are united by their 

commitment to the Jerusalem Declaration and Statement as well as 

the aims of the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans. They will as-

semble to listen to God, to pray, to deliberate, and to plan about the 

Anglican future, seeing it as a great spiritual and missionary fellow-

ship, energized by the defense and proclamation of the gospel.  

 

mailto:4thdayluvr@gmail.com
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Assembly 2013 -It's time to Register! 
 

 

Forward in Faith, North America 

(FIFNA) 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

July 17-19, 2013 

  

Where: National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL (St. 

Louis area-Lambert Airport)  

Theme:  ECCLESIOLOGY AT THE CROSSROADS 

Speaker: Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, President of OXTRAD (Oxford Cen-

tre for Training, Research, Advocacy and Dialogue) and 106th Bishop of 

Rochester (UK) 

Registration form:  (See following page) 

Registration fee:  $300 per person or $500 for two sharing a room  (Includes 

registration, room for two nights and meals) 

) 

June 2013 

http://michaelnazirali.com/
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ECCLESIOLOGY 

AT THE CROSSROADS 

 

FIFNA’S 2013 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

 

Cost: $300 per person or $500/two sharing a room 
(Includes registration, room for two nights and meals) 

 

 

Total Enclosed:$ ____________Single room/ I’m sharing a room with:____________________________  

 

Payment method: Check # ____________ Credit card: MC/VISA/DISC /I’ve paid online at fifna.org  

 

CC #________________________________________________________Expires:__________________  
                                              (Not needed if paid online)  

 

Name________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address______________________________________________________________________________  

 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________  

 

Phone________________________________ 

  

Email________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Home Parish: _________________________________ Jurisdiction ______________________________  
                                                                                                                                                               (ACNA, MDAS, TEC, etc.)  

Any special needs (physical or dietary)? ____________________________________________________  

 

Please accept my donation toward registration scholarships: _____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail or scan/email this form and payment to: 

Forward in Faith, North America 

P.O. Box 210248 

Bedford, TX 76095-7248 

Email: Julia.Smead@fifna.org 

Questions? Call 800-225-3661 
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Catechesis: What is it? 

 
Father Lee M. Nelson, SSC 

Rector, The Church of Saint John the Evangelist, Stockton 

 

In the ancient Church, it was the practice of the churches to spend anywhere from a year to three years in-

structing new believers in the Christian Faith and Life.  Since they were pagans, they knew nothing of the 

God of Scripture, nothing of the practices of a devout life, nothing of Christian prayer.  Becoming a Christian 

entailed a whole new way of life - and the Church responded to this need with a commitment and investment 

in the lives of these new Christians. 

 

This is the ministry of Catechesis, and today, many are being reawakened to the need.  We recognize that 

need because we are no longer living in the time of Christendom.  Biblical literacy is so poor that we cannot 

assume even our most active parishioners have a knowledge of the Bible.  Knowledge of Christian doctrine 

also has failed.  Further, we find that long-established practices such as daily prayer, regular Sunday worship, 

etc. are not assumed to be the norm for members of the Church. 

 

The Greek word kathce÷w (catecheo) appears seven times in the New Testament, let alone the number of 

times it is alluded to as the New Testament authors speak of teaching, making disciples, preaching, etc. It re-

fers to “teaching in a systematic and detailed manner.”  In the ancient Church, the beginning of this teaching, 

according to Saint Augustine took place when “each person is catechised in the first instance from what is 

written in the text, In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, on to the present times of the 

Church.”  This was often called procatechesis, and included instruction in the narrative overview of the Scrip-

tures, with a particular emphasis upon sin, redemption, the prophetic expectations of the Messiah, and finally 

Christ. 

 

Over the course of the Catechumenate (the operative framework for catechesis) the Catechumen (the one un-

dergoing catechesis) would learn from the Catechist (the one doing the instruction) not only what the Church 

teaches, but also how to pray, how to fast, how to instruct one’s children - basically everything that a Chris-

tian needed to know to do.  As a member of the Catechesis Task Force for the ACNA, we are hoping to revi-

talize this ministry.  The Bishop has asked me to relate to you how Catechesis and the practice of it reached 

one young couple in our parish, Saint John’s Stockton. 

 

We’ll call them Lesley and Dave. 

 

Lesley grew up in the parish, had gone through a very rough time of things in high school and had met Dave 

at a party.  Shortly after that, she found she was pregnant.  I met Dave and spent some time talking with him.  

They let me know that they would want to have the baby baptized, but wondered if their being unmarried 

posed a problem.  What I asked of them was this: that they both join the catechesis class.  They came regu-

larly and then the baby was born.  The next day, I came to the hospital and blessed that beautiful baby. 

 

Continued on page 11 
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Cetechesis: What is it? Continued from page 10 

 

The baby was baptized on the Feast of the Baptism, and I remember sometime around that asking Les-

ley and Dave: “Why don’t you get married?”  I knew that Dave wasn’t a Christian, but I could see him 

leaning forward in his seat during the classes, especially when we spoke of sin and redemption.  The 

answer to my question was this: a wedding would be expensive and that they were thinking about just 

going to the courthouse.  

 

“A wedding doesn’t have to be expensive!” I responded.  “We could keep it very simple.  You could 

invite some friends and family.  We could even do it shortly after Easter, while the lilies are still in the 

church.”  They seemed heartened by the prospect, but more was to come.  They would have to un-

dergo considerable pre-marriage counseling. 

 

At the first session, I asked Dave if he would like to be baptized.  He responded that he would, that he 

had been thinking a great deal about what he had been learning and that he believed the Gospel.  I 

made it clear that the two of them would have to covenant to refrain from sexual relations until the 

wedding, which they did.  Our sessions were wonderful.  Here was a couple, who though not in ideal 

circumstances, were coming face-to-face with the Church’s teaching and face-to-face with Christ.  I 

heard through the grapevine of how this work of catechesis had changed their lives.  They were pray-

ing together.  They were having open conversations about what it meant to have a Christian marriage.  

They were attending the early morning mass together - the youngest in the congregation by 30 years. 

 

On the Easter vigil, Dave was baptized.  So was another young woman in the congregation who had 

been a catechumen in our class.  The following Saturday, he and Lesley were married.  The wedding 

was beautiful.  And the following Sunday, they knelt before Bishop Menees and were confirmed.   

Over the past four years, we have seen five adults come to faith and be baptized in our congregation.  

We have seen many more converted.  What we are starting to understand is that if God can depend on 

our parish to make disciples - we will get them, year after year.  This is the ministry of catechesis, and 

it’s a ministry I hope you’ll pray about taking on yourself. 

 

In the coming year, you can expect a new Catechism for the Anglican Church in North America.  This 

catechism, including three hundred questions and answers, will serve as the backbone of catechetical 

instruction in our province.  But, without living, breathing catechists, it will be words on paper.  What 

we need today are master Christians, Christians who can be copied, replicated, and duplicated.  It is in 

this way that the Faith is transmitted from generation to generation, and it is very much a ministry that 

God blesses. 

June 2013 
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New Anglican Diocese to be launched in the Midwest 
 

Upper Midwest Diocese will affiliate with the Anglican Church in North America 

                                        by David W. Virtue www.virtueonline.org May 8, 2013 

 

 

     A New Anglican Diocese - the Anglican Diocese of the Upper Midwest - has been launched and should receive 

official approval and recognition by the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) House of Bishops when they 

meet in June in Nashotah House, Wisconsin. 

 

     Some 117 Anglican laity and priests gathered for prayer in Wheaton, IL, on April 27th at the Church of the Resur-

rection with the idea of giving birth to a new Anglican identity in the Midwest providing a safe harbor for orthodox 

Anglicans under siege by the liberally led Episcopal Church. 

 

     Several months ago, parishes in Wisconsin, northern Illinois, Minnesota, and Iowa came together under the leader-

ship of the Very Rev. Dr. Robert Munday, the former 18th Dean of Nashotah House Seminary, to explore the possibil-

ity of creating an Upper Midwest Diocese for the ACNA. 

 

     The Rev. Stewart Ruch III, Rector of the Church of the Resurrection, Wheaton, IL, and Dean Robert Munday have 

been announced as the two candidates for bishop. 

 

     Bill Chapin, president of the laity led Southeastern WI Chapter of the American Anglican Council (SEWAAC), 

expressed excitement at the prospect of a new diocese, "We had a vision, a vision of creating a movement that believed 

in Scripture as handed down through the ages and did not fall victim to the various secular beliefs of the day. We cre-

ated an oasis for people with similar views and held regular meetings with some of the most well-known orthodox 

speakers in our country." 

 

     He said SEWAAC approached Archbishop Robert Duncan to offer his organization's resources to formally assist in 

this effort and was entrusted by him to act as a facilitator for the four Deans. Several of SEWAAC's Board Members 

were involved in various capacities as the foundation was being laid and they continue in these efforts. 

 

     "Quite frankly, as we embarked upon this path and awaited the birth of our vision, we really didn't know how this 

would manifest itself. In fact, there were a few "lights at the end the tunnel" that proved to be false. Then when the 

Anglican Church in North America was initiated at the request of the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) 

in June 2008 and formally recognized by the GAFCON Primates - leaders of Anglican Churches representing 70 per-

cent of the active Anglicans globally - we knew our time would come. 

 

     "When we created SEWAAC about 10 years ago, we knew what we disliked about the direction that the Episcopal 

Church was taking. Now the Diocese of the Upper Midwest is a reality - birthed, signed and affirmed on April 27th. 

Dean Munday and his committee completed the writing of the Constitution and Canons for our Diocese of the Upper 

Midwest which was affirmed on April 27th by 117 representatives spread across our Midwest area at Fr. Stewart 

Ruch's Church of the Resurrection in Wheaton, IL. We are hopeful and have every reason to believe that our Diocese 

will soon be approved by the Anglican Church in North America."  

 

     The signing of the Affirmation of the Constitution and Canons was clothed in solemnity, as one by one each atten-

dee stepped forward to sign his or her name. The Affirmation document began with these words: "We give thanks to 

the Father for calling each of our congregations together at this Convening Convention on the Twenty-Seventh of 

April in the year of our Lord Two-Thousand and Thirteen at Church of the Resurrection in Wheaton, Illinois to form 

the Anglican Diocese of the Upper Midwest in the Anglican Church in North America and hereby affirm the Constitu-

tion and Canons of our newly forming diocese. We commit ourselves to greater unity and mission for the glory of God 

and for the sake of those who are wandering far from His loving, healing and eternal embrace." 

 

http://www.virtueonline.org/


Continued from page 2 

 

     The oil boom in Kern County brought an influx of people to Bakersfield.  Missions were estab-

lished at Rio Bravo, 10 miles west of Bakersfield in 1902 – and at Greenfield, a few miles south in 

1903.  A slump in oil prices brought a business recession.  Support for the new missions failed.  

They were closed in 1905. 
 

     In 1910, the federal census for Bakersfield showed growth to 10,705.  With that – and the second 

and greatest oil boom in 1910 – St. Paul’s enjoyed good attendance plus a Sunday School with 25 to 

30 children.  A pipe organ was installed to continue that on-going tradition.  Also in 1910, the Mis-

sionary District of San Joaquin was formed.  It was comprised of 14 counties in the San Joaquin Val-

ley – with Fresno as the see city.  The Rev. Louis Childs Sanford of San Francisco was consecrated 

Bishop. 
 

     In 1915, the Missionary District convocation was held at St. Paul’s.  Concurrently, with the 

church then free from debt, St. Paul’s was consecrated during a service conducted by Bishop San-

ford. 
 

     In 1920, St. Paul’s parishioners were dispersed well beyond Bakersfield’s city limits.  This led to the organization in Taft 

of St. Andrew’s Mission.  St. Paul’s celebrated its 50th birthday in early 1929 with a banquet in the parish hall and Bishop 

Sanford as the principal speaker.  Later that year, the effects of the Great Depression caused St. Paul’s income to drop as 

business lagged and unemployment increased.  The rector’s salary was reduced to $600 per year – and the church managed 

to weather the hard times of the decade of the 1930s. 
 

     Soon after the outbreak of World War II, a side altar was installed in the church with a vigil light burning night and day as 

a tribute to those in the armed forces.  Faulty wiring in that fixture caused a midnight fire that burned the wooden altar – 

along with a prized altar cloth given to St. Paul’s 40 years earlier.  Only quick action by city firemen prevented loss of the 

church building.  However, heat and smoke were too much for the old pipe organ.  It was never to play again. 
 

     A finance campaign raised sufficient funds for a new organ.  A contract was executed with Moller Company of Hagers-

town MD; however, wartime shortages delayed installation until after the war.  It was delivered and installed at the pre-war 

price of less than $10,000.  A new parish hall – constructed in brick to match the architecture of the church – was built in 

1951.  The handsome new hall was furnished and embellished with gifts from many parishioners.  With this addition and 

other positive developments, all things looked bright for St. Paul’s during the first half of 1952.  But then, during the summer 

of 1952, a series of earthquakes changed the face of downtown Bakersfield – and resulted in demolition of seven downtown 

churches.  First of the seven to be condemned was St. Paul’s.   
 

     After the first shock of July 21, it was thought the church could be repaired.  Yet the second quake in August riddled the 

aging mortar between the bricks with yawning cracks.  City officials declared the building “unsafe” and destined for demoli-

tion.  The walls and roof still stood.  Prompt action by the wardens and vestry resulted in salvaging the altar, the organ, 

stained glass windows, lectern, pulpit, baptismal font and altar rail.  Thanks be to God! 
 

     Only a few months earlier, Altar Guild members noticed the cement (grout) holding together the many marble parts of the 

altar had decayed.  The altar was unstable.  An expert from Los Angeles was engaged to take apart and reassemble the mar-

ble sections – with new grout and steel pins.  Although during the earthquakes, the altar was subjected to severe shaking – 

plus bricks from the cornices and corners of the building that fell like rain – the altar emerged unscathed.  The new parish 

hall also survived.  Services were conducted in the parish hall.  Shortly after the earthquakes, St. Paul’s received and ac-

cepted an offer of $145,000 for the property – including the new parish hall.  A half-block property was located on 17th 

Street between B and C Streets and purchased from a parish family for $40,000. 
 

     Most of the proceeds from the sale of the old property were needed to pay the indebtedness for construction of the new 

parish hall.  The nearby Elks Lodge was used for the conducting of services while a new church was under construction. 
 

     Despite – or perhaps because of – the 1952 earthquakes, St. Paul’s church school opened the next month with 200 stu-

dents and 20 teachers!  During the annual meeting of 1953, the parish voted to raise $85,000 in 30 months for the building 

fund.  Pledges were made to underwrite this amount.  One of the first gifts to the rebuilding program was from the First 

Church of Christ, Scientist – St. Paul’s neighbor to the north on 18th Street.  Other gifts were received as was a loan of 

$100,000 from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 
 

     To meet legal requirements, it was necessary to organize St. Paul’s into a corporation.  Because another church of a dif-

ferent denomination had earlier incorporated under the name, “St. Paul’s Church,” the incorporation was under the  

 

                                                                                                                                                                    Continued on page 15 
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[Ed Note: This appeared recently in Fresno area media, honoring Melba Bergthold, a parishioner at Good Shepherd, Reed-

ley, and the announcement of her as a recipient of the 2013 ‘Heroes of Healthcare’ award. Melba received the award at a 

celebration held on May 30.] 

 

‘Heroes in Healthcare’ 2013 Awards Recipients Announced 
 

FRESNO – After weeks of deliberations, the awards recipients for the 2013 “Heroes in Health-

care” awards reception, presented by Business Street Online, are officially announced. 
 

These awards are presented each year to some of the most talented and giving individuals in our 

central California healthcare communities.  The awards are given out in the following catego-

ries:  Physician, Nurse, Healthcare Professional, Innovation, Volunteer, Emergency Response, and 

Dentist.   
 

Melba Bergthold of Sierra Kings Hospital, Reedley is this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award 

recipient. 

 

Profile of Melba Bergthold, Sierra Kings Hospital - Reedley 
 

Melba Bergthold has a love affair with Sierra Kings Hospital in Reedley. A former nurse, Melba began volunteer-

ing after her three sons started school. She was involved in numerous ways, including teaching classes, serving on 

the Board of Directors and playing an instrumental role in forming the district in 1962. Melba’s true passion for 

this hospital shone through in 1963, when a $750,000 bond issue was desperately needed to build a larger hospital 

that would better serve the community. Knowing that public support for this measure was crucial, Melba trans-

formed her living room into the heart of the hospital’s campaign. She and other dedicated hospital supporters 

worked tirelessly to reach out to the Reedley community and gain support for the measure. When they could not 

reach a constituent by phone, Melba and her volunteers walked the precinct and made sure that all were aware of 

the necessity of the bond issue. 
 

Melba’s diligence was rewarded with a 75 percent vote in favor of the bond issue, ensuring that the new hospital 

would be built. 
 

Almost 50 years later, the conference room of that hospital is named in Melba’s honor. Every year, the Melba F. 

Bergthold Excellency Award is given to a recipient who exemplifies hospital values and demonstrates leadership 

in community involvement. 
 

Friend and colleague Linda Laine says, “People like Melba don’t come along every day, but when they do, [… 

they] make us think that anything is possible. I think that’s called leadership.” 
 

Caring is truly Melba Bergthold’s calling.  

HELP NEEDED FOR THE ANGLICAN NEWSLETTERS 
 

The Communication Team of St. Paul’s, Bakersfield has successfully launched The Anglican and it is time to put 

together a Diocesan Team to take the reins. 

 

We need people who 
 

 Like to proofread and edit text 

 Visual editors who are proficient with Publisher or similar programs in compiling The Anglican 

 

If you are interested in being part of the new team, please contact Ted Yumoto 
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Continued from page 13 
 

name, “St. Paul’s Parish” to avoid confusion and to be accepted by the State of California. 
 

     The first units constructed were the church, sacristy, rector’s office, library and robing rooms.  The parish hall, 

kitchen, Fireside Room, and church school classrooms were to be constructed later.  The style of the building reflected 

the architectural heritage of Spanish and early California tradition – with a bell tower and red tile roofing.  Use of the 

Roman arch throughout, was dictated by the arches of the altar and the window above it, as was true in the former 

church.   
 

     Designs called for incorporation into the new church all of the properties salvaged from the old church lost in the 

earthquakes.  Included were the Italian altar, the Tiffany window above the altar, altar rail, Rose window above the en-

try, etc.  In the bell tower, the original bell was to ring out from the new church just as 

it had been in the old church. 
 

Brick construction was found to be more expensive than concrete; therefore, the latter 

material was used.  Cost of this building was $194,500.  The two-story residence on 

the east end of the property was converted into office space, a chapel and rooms for 

the church school.  A need remained for a meeting hall.  The Women’s Auxiliary ar-

ranged for the three-car garage on the property to be moved to the northeast corner – 

and converted into a hall at a cost of $4,000.  A kitchen and rest rooms were added. 
 

     In the spring of 1955, a class of 61 was presented for confirmation – plus a class of 

33 in the fall – for a total of 94.  This was the largest in the history of St. Paul’s.  At 

the same time, several acolytes planned to study for the ministry.  A campaign was 

conducted to raise $225,000 in three years – a high goal at that time – to pay the debt on the church and finance the 

planned parish hall and other units. 
 

     St. Paul’s prospered in the mid-1950s with 132 candidates for confirmation and 147 children and adults for baptism.  

This high performance level led to St. Paul’s first assistant to the rector in its history.  Disaster struck on February 27, 

1956 when an early morning fire destroyed the Guild Hall - the women of the church had worked so hard to construct 

and equip.  The $9,000 insurance proceeds were directed to construction of the planned new buildings.  Start of this con-

struction had to await financing – yet before new financing could be arranged, the federal RFC loan had to be paid in 

full.  In June 1959, a campaign to raise $150,000 for the new buildings was conducted and over-subscribed by $20,000.  

Twelve months later, the original loan was completely paid – four years ahead of schedule! 
 

     The new buildings cost nearly $250,000.  A loan was arranged for the balance needed.  Construction began with raz-

ing of the old residence.  This solved the problems of meeting places for the church school and organizations – and did 

so with ingenuity and good humor for all concerned.  The Auxiliary – now called “Women of St. Paul’s” – carried on 

their study courses and programs as well as fund-raising events. 
 

     The Missionary District of San Joaquin, created in 1910, became a diocese in 1961.  To meet this goal, a Diocesan 

Advance Fund was created and raised.  In spite of its engagement in its own building projects, St. Paul’s subscribed 

$52,000 to the fund to be paid over a period of years. 
 

     In May 1961, it was announced there were 1,002 parish members in good standing and 346 pupils in the church 

school.  Except for the previously described Rose window and Tiffany window above the altar, all windows in the new 

church were of rose-colored cathedral glass.  In 1969, all such windows were replaced with stained glass art created by 

Judson Studios of Pasadena.  The four great windows in the west wall of the sanctuary depict the Apostle Paul, Christ 

the King, St. Luke, and St. Peter. The round windows placed high in the east wall depict the seals of Canterbury, Con-

necticut, and San Joaquin.  These trace the Anglican Church from England to America and central California.  The lower 

level of 10 panels in the same east wall of the nave is devoted to the life of Christ.  They are: Nativity, The Flight into 

Egypt, Christ in the Temple, Baptism, Sermon on the Mount, Healing of the Sick, Lord’s Supper, Gethsemane, Crucifix-

ion, and Resurrection.  Other windows were added over each entrance in the Narthex.  Over the main entrance is a win-

dow picturing Christ blessing little children. 
 

     In 1972, an area over the kitchen – originally planned to be an apartment – was converted to a youths’ meeting room.  

Church youth conducted a series of fund-raising projects to pay for supplies and equipment.  This effort was supple-

mented by the Women of St. Paul’s of $2,500 to construct a stairway for access to the new room.  The Women of St. 

Paul’s opened a gift shop in 1977 that offered ecclesiastical books, cards, and jewelry – plus numerous secular items.  

They also conducted numerous events to raise funds for parish, diocesan, and benevolent purposes. 
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Link to Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send 

an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org. 

June 2013 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 

The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-

time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 

the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 

the following month.  
 

Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:erin@vegasanglican.org

