
                                    August 23, 2012

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

  This morning we continue our examination of what we
believe as Anglican Christians. Last week we examined
the issue of Works before Justification and were reminded
that the works done under the guidance of the Holy Spirit
are the works that are filled with the fruit of the Spirit.

    Today we look at Article 14 of the Articles of Religion
on the topic of "Works of Supererogation: Voluntary
works besides, over and above, God's commandments
which they call Works of Supererogation, cannot be
taught without arrogance and impiety. For by them
men do declare that they do not only render unto God
as much as they are bound to do, but that they do
more for His sake than of bounden duty is required:
Whereas Christ said plainly, When you have done all
that are commanded to you, say, We are unprofitable
servants." 

    OK, well I'll bet you are saying to yourself "Self, what
the heck is...Supererogation?" Well the Reader's Digest
condensed answer is "to pay over and above"... over and
above ... As in a person who gives a lavish tip to a waiter
in hopes of receiving nice favors in return. This article
follows along with the two previous two articles on
"Works." In this case the question is asked...do good
works earn you favors from God? This was in response to
the burning question of the time - paying Indulgences. Of
course, indulgences were the practice of paying the church
to win favors from God for yourself or another and was
greatly abused in the 15th & 16th centuries. Martin Luther
and the other key leaders of the Reformation rebelled
against the practice.

    The roots of the practice of paying indulgences began
in the early church when during the persecutions people
would recant their belief to stave off persecution. Many
later sought re-admission to the church and would go to
"confessors" (those who didn't recant but weren't killed)
to ask them to intervene on their behalf to the clergy.
Later, that intervention would come at a cost and would
have the condition that no penitential actions would be
required to be able to rejoin the church and receive the
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sacraments. In time people began to believe that if they
took vows of celibacy that would help to make them extra
holy and would earn favors for themselves. Others would
do public acts of self-mutilation, (like crawling for miles
on their knees to the steps of the church) in hopes of
winning God's favor. Eventually the Roman Catholic
Church began accepting either money or these acts of
Supererogation.

    The Anglican Church at its formation said NO! You
cannot win what God has already given, namely a greater
love than anyone has ever known. Jesus died for our sins
and we cannot earn more than the love he shares we can
only respond to that love by: "loving God with our
whole heart, mind and strength and loving our
neighbor as our self." (Matthew 22:36-40) What a relief
to know we can't earn it we can only accept it!

Godspeed,

Bishop Menees
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Diocese! 

Diocesan Calendar
Check the Diocesan Calendar for information on upcoming events

such as the Honored Women's Luncheon, 2012 Diocesan
Convention, and the Fall Clergy Retreat!

August 26th - Bishop @ Church of Resurrection in Placentia
September 1st - Gathering of Mission Clergy

September 2nd -  Bishop @St. Peter's in Kernville
September 8th - DOK Mini-Fall Retreat 

@ Jesus Our Savior in Modesto
September 9th - Bishop @ St. John's in Porterville 

& St. James in Lindsey
September 16th - Bishop @Christ Church in Lemoore

September 23rd - Bishop @St. John's in Petaluma
September 29th - Daughters of the Holy Cross

Fall Gathering @ St. Mary's in Fresno
September 30th - Bishop @ St. Francis in Turlock
October 5-7th - Clergy Wives Retreat @ ECCO

October 12-14th - Women's Retreat @Potosi Pines
Sponsored by Jesus the Good Shepherd of Henderson, NV

October 27th - Honored Women's Luncheon
October 29-31st - Clergy Retreat @ ECCO
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November 2-3 - Diocesan Convention @ St. James Cathedral
December 1st  - Deacon's Day @ St. James Cathedral

April 29th - May 1st - Clergy Conference
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