
                                    31 May, 2012

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

    This morning we continue our examination of what we
believe as Anglican Christians. Last week we looked at
Jesus as the Word made Flesh—God become man.

    This week we examine Article 3 of the 39 Articles: "As
Christ died for us, and was buried, so also is it to be
believed that He went down into Hell." 

    1st Peter 3 speaks of Jesus' descent to to hell in order
to proclaim liberty to those held in captivity. Jesus'
descent into hell is found specifically in the Apostles Creed
- the earliest statement of faith for Christians. However,
from early on this concept has been questioned as to
whether or not it was fitting that Jesus entered into hell to
offer salvation to those lost souls who had never had the
opportunity to hear the Word of God. Of course it was
fitting in that it demonstrates the great love that God has
for his creation - even his lost creation.

    Approximately 300 years prior to the writing of the 39
Articles Thomas Aquinas addressed the question of Jesus'
descent into hell in his Suma Theologica arguing that it
was indeed fitting for three reasons:

First of all, because Jesus came to bear our penalty in
order to free us from penalty. As the prophet Isaiah said
"Surely He hath borne our infirmities and carried our
sorrows." (Isaiah 53:3) But through sin man had incurred
not only the death of the body, but also descent into hell.
Consequently since it was fitting for Christ to die in order
to deliver us from death, so it was fitting for Him to
descend into hell in order to deliver us also from going
down into hell. Hence it is written: "O death, I will be thy
death; O hell, I will be thy bite." (Hosea 13:14)

Second, because it was fitting when the devil was
overthrown by the Passion that Christ should deliver the
captives detained in hell, according to: "Thou also by the
blood of Thy Testament hast sent forth Thy prisoners out
of the pit." (Zechariah 9:11) And it is written: "Despoiling
the principalities and powers, He had exposed them
Confidently." (Colossians 2:15)

 



Third, that as He showed forth His power on earth by
living and dying, so also He might manifest it in hell, by
visiting it and enlightening it. Accordingly it is written "Lift
up your gates, O ye princes," (Psalm 24:7); and so "at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow," not only "of them
that are in heaven," but likewise "of them that are in hell"
as is said in Philippians 2:10.

    Christ died for love, he descended into hell for love and
he rose from the grave for love. If he was willing to go
even into Hell to save sinners, we can trust that he
continues to come to earth to save sinners like us! And to
that I say...AMEN!

Godspeed,

Bishop Menees

Diocesan Calendar

June 2nd - Spring Day @ St. Mary's in Fresno
June 3rd - Bishop @ St. Columba's in Fresno

June 9th - Standing Committee
June 10th - Bishop @ St. David's in San Rafael

June 12th - Rural Deans
June 16th - Diocesan Council

June 17th -  Bishop @ St. Alban's in Los Banos
July 8-14th - Family Camp @ ECCO

July 15 - 21st - Camp H2O
July 22nd - 26th -Camp San Joaquin Youth Camp

July 24th - July 28th - Camp San Joaquin High School Camp
August 3rd-5th - Anglican Women's Retreat

August 9-10 - Provincial Hispanic Ministry Conference. at the
Cathedral, "Caminemos Juntos"

October 5-7th - Clergy Wives Retreat @ ECCO
October 27th - Honored Women's Luncheon

November 2-3 - Diocesan Convention @ St. James Cathedral
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