
                                    July 12, 2012

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

This morning we continue our examination of what we
believe as Anglican Christians. Two weeks ago (I was on
vacation last week) we examined the Old Testament as
being the Inspired Word of God fulfilled in the New
Testament today we look at Article 8 of the Articles of
Religion on the "Three Creeds" as a sufficient statement
of faith... "The Three Creeds: Nicene Creed,
Athanasius' Creed, and that which is commonly called
the Apostles' Creed, ought thoroughly to be received
and believed; for they may be proved by most certain
warrants of Holy Scripture."

    I have a personal pet peeve and that is when people in
our own churches ask me "so what do we believe as
Anglicans?" It is a bit distressing because every Sunday
and every time we gather for worship we boldly profess
our faith in either the Apostles' Creed or the Nicene Creed
depending on whether or not we are celebrating Morning
or Evening Prayer or Holy Eucharist. Now, I know that
what they are really saying is: Where is the Church on
distinctive issues such as Sacraments - Life/Death/Afterlife
- Sanctity of Life - Saints and the like... However, if you
really want to see what we believe as Anglican Christians
is based upon, you need to look no farther than the Holy
Scriptures and The Creeds as a simple statement of faith.
These creeds date back to the early Church of the First
through Fourth Centuries. The Church Fathers realized
immediately that because Christianity was unique in
crossing Cultural, Ethnic, National and Economic lines
there would need to be a commonality of faith easily
expressed in a Statement of Faith called a Creed.

    Now, because we recognize Holy Scripture as being the
revealed Word of God, the Church naturally turned to the
scriptures for that statement of faith and thereby the
Apostles' Creed was born in the late 1st century & early
2nd century. In the 4th century it was felt that a bit of
clarification was needed on the divinity of Jesus so the
Nicene Creed was born clearly stating that Jesus was/is
the Only Begotten Son of God—and co-equal with God.
In the 5th century further clarification was desired

 



regarding the Holy Trinity and so the Athanasian Creed
was agreed upon as well. Ultimately, when we look to
what we believe as Anglican Christians we need look no
farther than these three creeds based on Scripture and
proclaiming the Truth about God!

Bishop Menees

Diocesan Calendar

July 15 - 21st - Camp H2O
July 15th -  Bishop @ Good Shepherd in Reedley

July 21st - Diocesan Council @ 10:00 a.m.
July 22nd - Bishop @ St. Jude's in Tehachapi

July 24th - July 28th - Camp San Joaquin High School Camp
July 29th - August 2nd - Camp San Joaquin Youth Camp

August 3rd-5th - Anglican Women's Retreat
August 5th -  Bishop @ St. Timothy's in Bishop

August 9-10 - Provincial Hispanic Ministry Conference. at the
Cathedral, "Caminemos Juntos"

August 11th - Standing Committe
August 12th - Bishop @ Christ Church in Oakhurst

August 18th - Diocesan Council @ 10 a.m.
August 19th - Bishop @ St. Martin's in Fresno

Laotian and Spanish Congregations
August 26th - Bishop @ Church of Resurrection in Placentia

October 5-7th - Clergy Wives Retreat @ ECCO
October 27th - Honored Women's Luncheon

November 2-3 - Diocesan Convention @ St. James Cathedral
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