
February 21st, 2013

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,   

  I pray that you all had a blessed Ash Wednesday and a powerful

beginning to the Season of Lent. This week we continue our Lenten
Series on the Seven Deadly Sins with an examination of the sin of
Envy. 

    In our culture, this is one of those sins that seem to be swept under

the rug. How often do we say, "Oh, I'm so envious of you for xyz." In
fact our culture does everything it can to make you envious of other
people or situations. Indeed, there are whole industries that research

how to make people envious of others or at least desirous of their
product. But, of course they don't show you the real thing you see the

image of the handsome strong Latin man selling beer—giving you the
impression that if you drink that beer you too will be handsome and

strong (I drank it and it doesn't work...). So what is so bad about the
Sin of Envy? 

    St. Augustine's Prayer Book defines Envy as "dissatisfaction with
our place in God's order of creation, manifested in begrudging his gifts

and vocation to others." So what is so destructive about being
"dissatisfied with our place in God's order of creation?" Well Envy

leads to: 
    Jealousy— do you ever feel that secret pleasure at another's

difficulty or distress? How about unnecessary competition with others
for no apparent reason? Do you find yourself taking offense at others

success or get upset when others praise someone for their talents? As
a result do you find yourself talking trash about that person—stating
that they are getting the attention they don't deserve? 
    Malice– taking that trash talking a bit farther people who suffer

from the sin of Envy will too often slander others or initiate gossip
against them. Their desire is to stir up mistrust of that person in the
hope that the accolades that they receive will be directed toward
them. 
    Contempt— this is especially insidious as it leads to not only the

persons distrust of other people but of institutions as well. They feel
that they've been misunderstood and under-appreciated for their gifts
so they lash out against others who do have those gifts, talents,
material possessions and relationships. While Envy will seem like such

a "minor" sin, it is, in fact, a cancer that feeds off of the sin of Pride
and expresses itself in Anger. 
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    Jesus had to confront the sin of envy with an envious Mom and her
boys... "Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him
with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for

something. And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said
to him, "Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your
right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom." Jesus
answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I am to drink?" They said to him, "We

are able." He said to them, "You will drink my cup, but to sit at
my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for
those for whom it has been prepared by my Father." (Mt. 20:20-
23) 

    When you feel the sin of envy creeping in, try praying for the other
person—love covers a multitude of sins. 

Blessings to you! 

Bishop Menees
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Diocesan Calendar
Check the Diocesan Calendar for information on upcoming events!

Feburary 23th - Deacon's Day @ 9 a.m. at St. James Cathedral
February 24th  - Bishop @Jesus the Good Shepherd in Henderson,

NV

April 29th - May 1st - Clergy Retreat
August 2-4th - Anglican Church Women's Annual Retreat 

at Camp San Joaquin               
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