
June 6, 2013

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

    This morning we conclude our series on the Seven Godly Virtues
with our examination of the final Godly Virtue, the one the world

mocks the most.

    Chastity is defined in the Catholic Dictionary as follows: "Chastity
is the virtue which excludes or moderates the indulgence of the

sexual appetite. It is a form of the virtue of temperance, which
controls according to right reason the desire for and use of
those things which afford the greatest sensual pleasures."

    Our culture is obsessed with immediate gratification, and sexual
gratification is at the top of the list. My thirteen year old son is taught
in Jr. High more about sexual activity and contraception than

abstinence. (Thankfully, in the home he's taught about the manly virtue
of chastity) Unfortunately, everywhere that he goes on the internet, in

the mall, or at the movies, he is bombarded with sexually stimulating
images and peer pressure from, what we've discovered, are very

forward girls.

    While the pressures to be unchaste come from without, the sin of
sexual immorality comes from within. Jesus tells us: "For out of the

heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false witness, slander." Matthew 15:19) This means that we
need to concentrate on the teachings of Jesus, the apostles and the

church.

    To counter this pressure and these images we rely upon teaching
the biblical virtue of Chastity. In the home and throughout the Diocese
of San Joaquin, we need to teach the biblical virtue of Chastity which,

in very simple terms, means celibacy in single-hood and chastity in
marriage.

    Of course, chastity is more than simple celibacy but yes it means
celibacy - no sexual activity outside of traditional marriage, which is
defined as a life long relationship between one man and one woman
(Genesis 2:24) joined together with the sacrament of marriage.

    Chastity is also the reasonable decision to keep oneself pure -

avoiding pornography or placing oneself in a compromising situation
with another person. These are the things that not only harm the soul,
but they harm the most important relationships with family and friends.

Secrets are kept - trust is violated - addictions are formed - all the
result of a lack of chastity.

If you know of someone who

would like to subscribe to the

Bishop's Note, please send the

appropriate email address to

erin@vegasanglican.org and he or

she will be added!

 

http://dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/latest/?p=1449
mailto:erin@vegasanglican.org


    In addition to the spiritual benefits, there are health and social

benefits as well. Celibacy outside of marriage and chastity in marriage
means and end to sexually transmitted disease. AIDS is a scourge
upon earth that could be eliminated in just a few years if people would
practice the virtue of chastity. Most profoundly beyond the personal

health benefits the untold number of children murdered through
abortion because of unwanted pregnancy that could have been
averted - not to mention the numbers of children abused and
neglected who grow up to repeat the cycle.

    As Christians we have the answer to so many of the social ills that
plague us - the Good News of Jesus Christ! Giving ourselves over to

Jesus and allowing God the Holy Spirit to transform us means that we
practice the virtue of Chastity and we teach it to our children and our
children's children!

Blessings to you all! 

Bishop Menees

 
May 2013 Edition of The San Joaquin Anglican

Check this edition of the San Joaquin Anglican 

for current news of the Diocese! 

Diocesan Calendar

Check the Diocesan Calendar for information on upcoming events!

June 7th - 9th - COM/Examining Chaplains Retreat 

@ Diocesan House
June 9th  - Bishop @ St. Columba's in Fresno

June 15th - Diocesan Council @ 10 a.m.
June 16th - Bishop @ St. Alban's in Los Banos

June 18th - June 21st - Provincial Council and 

College of Bishops @ Nashotah House
June 23rd - Bishop @ St. Andrew's in Lancaster

June 30th - Bishop @ St. Clement's in Woodlake

July 7th - Bishop @ St. Jude's in Tehachapi
July 7th-July 13th - Gerard Family Camp

July 14th - Bishop @ Jesus Our Saviour in Modesto
July 14th - July 19th - Senior High Camp at Camp San Joaquin

July 17th - July 19th - Forward in Faith NA Assembly

July 20th - Diocesan Council @ 10 a.m.

July 21st  - Bishop @Good Shepherd in Reedley

July 22nd - 28th - Bishop on Vacation
July 27th - Diocesan Standing Committee @ 10 a.m.

July 28th - August 1st - Splash Junior High Camp 

http://dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/latest/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/San-Joaquin-Anglican-May-2013.pdf
http://dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/latest/?page_id=173


July 28th - August 1st - Splash Junior High Camp 

@ Camp San Joaquin
August 2nd - 3rd  Caminemos Juntos Conference in Texas

August 2-4th - Anglican Church Women's Annual Retreat 
at Camp San Joaquin               
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