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The Bishop’s Corner
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees

Last month in my Bishop’s Corner Article, I stated that
in the year ahead I would be focusing on three primary areas of
diocesan life: Ministry with and among Youth, Congregational August 3rd-5th - Anglican 4th
Development and Clergy Development. Last month I spoke
Day Retreat
about our work with Youth, this month with Camp H2O & Anglican Youth Ministries High School (AYM High) and Follow- August 5 – Bp at St Timothy’s,
Bishop
ing the Lord Anglican Youth Ministries (FLAYM) for Jr. High
Students.

August 9-10-11 - Provincial
This month I would like to speak a bit about Clergy De- Hispanic Ministry Conference,
"Caminemos Juntos"
velopment. One of the best ways that you, as lay people, can
@ Cathedral

support and love your clergy, is to encourage them to take advantage of different opportunities to develop as men and August 11 – Standing Committee
women of faith and leaders in the church. These include:
Taking advantage of our diocese retreats but also private retreats.
Taking online seminary courses.
Taking courses at the local community college.
Participating in our clericus especially our discussions on
preaching.
Regularly meeting with a Spiritual Director/Confessor (Both
Bp. Schofield and I are available to assist as Spiritual Directors/Confessors.
Encourage spiritual/biblical reading
(Continued on page 11)

August 12 – Bp at Christ Church,
Oakhurst
August 14 – Rural Deans
Meeting, 10 a.m.
August 18 – Diocesan Council
August 19 – Bp at St Martin of
Tours, Fresno
August 26 – Bp at Resurrection,
Placentia

From “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin” …
The Foundations Are Laid
[ed. note—the following is a series of historical essays taken from “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin,” Chapter 2, “The Foundations
Are Laid.”]

ST. JAMES’ CATHEDRAL, FRESNO (Part 2)
Following Dean MacDonald’s retirement in 1929, the Very Rev. Arthur W. Farlander served as Dean through the Depression
years, 1929 to 1936. The unique high altar in St. James’ was carved by Canon Frederick D. Graves, in memory of his father,
former Bishop of Kearney (Western Kansas), and for 14 years Rector of St. James’, Sonora, and of his mother; it was finished in
1938. At the same dedication, the carved Good Shepherd pulpit was also installed. It was made in England for St. Stephen’s
Church, San Francisco, around 1896. When the church was closed, the pulpit was put into storage and later donated to St.
James’ Cathedral, via Dean Malloch, by Canon George H. B. Wright of San Francisco, former Rector of St. Stephen’s.
Dean Farlander was followed by James M. Malloch, from 1936 to 1955. Dean Malloch was different, to say the least! He
would often arrive late for services, using this as an excuse not to wear vestments. He stands out in the set
of clergy photographs by virtue of the fact that he always wore his tie. Together with a Roman Catholic
priest and a Jewish rabbi, Dean Malloch was featured on a popular radio program and had a high profile in
Fresno. A sculpture group in downtown Fresno commemorates this “Forum”. People remember that Dean
Malloch’s “sermons” were often entertaining book reviews.
During his episcopate Bishop Sanford lived in Fresno on Peralta Street. His successor, Bishop Sumner Walters, because of a long-standing rift (unresolved during his tenure) between him and the Deans of his time,
made St. John’s, Stockton, “his church,” while St. James’ continued to have the title of Cathedral Church.
In 1951, Sanford Hall was built as a parish hall for the Cathedral. The great Central Valley earthquake of
1956 severely damaged the church, making it unsafe. City inspectors condemned the old church, and from April 1, 1957, the parish hall was used for services until a
new site on East Dakota at Cedar was prepared. The Chapter first bought property in the area
that later proved to be directly under the flight path from the new Fresno Air Terminal. The
situation was somewhat improved when a local dairyman ws kind enough to trade that for the
present site.
Harry B. Lee, succeeded Dean Malloch in 1955, after a year as Associate Dean, and served
from 1955 to 1970. In 1960, under Dean Lee, the present facilities were erected for a cost of
$270,000. The new Sanford Hall now serves as worship space; offices for the Cathedral Parish
and the Diocese, and a day school are also located there. In 1961, the Cathedral Parish moved.
Parts of the old Sanford Hall downtown now serve as office of the Fresno Chamber of Commerce. During the final years of
Bishop Walter’s episcopate, Diocesan House was constructed, and under Bishop Rivera, the center of diocesan administration
returned to Fresno. Future development of the property and facilities is in abeyance.
Dean Lee was followed by the Very Rev. John D. Spear, Dean from 1970 to 1978. It was a time of great change and social unrest, together with the introduction of a new Prayer Book. In 1971, the present St. James’ Parish Day School was established. It
continues to provide a lively educational program for children from pre-school through sixth
grade.
The sixth, and present Dean, is the Very Rev. George C. Ruof, who has served since February
1979 [ed. note—the current Dean is the Very Rev. Carlos Raines]. The Episcopal School Center
has been expanded to include children in grades 3 through 6, and a larger enrollment is found in
day care for younger children. Programs in Bible Study and Christian Education, and care for
needy in the community through the Dean’s Food Cupboard, together with a ministry to California State University students in Fresno, formerly supported by a multi-purpose building adjunct
to the Cathedral worship center are foremost in the list of projects at St. James’.
[next month, Church of the Saviour, Hanford]
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The Bishop’s 2012 Spiritual Pilgrimage to Israel

Greetings,
If you have ever considered making your spiritual pilgrimage to the land of the Bible,
visiting the spring in Nazareth where Mary drew water, sailing across the Sea of Galilee where Jesus walked, climbing the very steps on the temple mount that Jesus
climbed, and praying in Gethsemane where Jesus prayed, you will want to join us.
And on this very special tour we will welcome in the new year on the Sea of Galilee
and celebrate Epiphany in Bethlehem.
I invite you, your friends and families to join me and my family on a very special spiritual pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Esti Barak of Middle East Connection has put together a wonderful tour. We have secured the renowned Israeli tour guide, Mr. Roni Winter and we will be departing from
LAX December 27, 2012 and returning January 8, 2013.
Seating is limited so do not delay.
Send queries to Fr. Derek Thomason at
thomasonpi@yahoo.com
or call him at 559-960-0966.
Faithfully yours in Christ,
+Eric
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees
Bishop of San Joaquin
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FORWARD IN FAITH, NORTH AMERICA
THE TWENTY FOURTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, JULY 11-13, 2012
They devoted themselves to the Breaking of Bread...

Forward In Faith:
Upholding the Catholic Faith
by Ted Yumoto

Unseasonably hot and humid July weather—even for the St Louis area—abated just in time
for the 24th Annual Assembly of Forward in Faith, North America (FiFNA), held July 11-13
in Belleville, Illinois, at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows Conference Center.
Representing the Diocese of San Joaquin and St John’s were Jim Sweeney, Esq., and Ted
Yumoto, member of FiFNA’s Executive Council,

Photo by Dr Michael Howell

Focusing on its founding mission to “preach, teach, and witness to the fullness of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to the tradition of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church”, the Assembly has drawn increasing numbers of participants in recent years to this annual summer event by hosting an agenda light on the legislative character of past gatherings, and now filled with inspiring, internationallynoted speakers, rich Anglo-Catholic worship, and fellowship with individuals representing all corners of the orthodox faith.

Under the theme “They devoted themselves to the breaking of bread”, keynote speakers literally fed those of us in
attendance with deeper understanding of this Sacrament (The Rt. Rev. Keith L Ackerman—“The Bread of LifeFood for the Viaticum; Medicine of Immortality”; The Rev. Canon Lawrence D. Bausch, SSC—“The Sacraments:
Christ’s Gift to the Church”; The Rt. Rev. Ray R. Sutton—“Christ in the Eucharist, Real Presence of Christ in the
Sacrament”; and The Rt. Rev. Donald J. Parsons—“The Eucharist as the Source and Center of Christian Life”).
The Annual President’s Award was given to The Rt. Rev. Bill Ilgenfritz, Ordinary of the Missionary Diocese of All Saints (MDAS), the Forward in Faith diocese centered in Charleroi, PA and its people for their focus on growth and missionary outreach (the diocese is comprised of thirty congregations in eighteen
states from Maine to Colorado) as best exemplifying the true missionary spirit of
FiFNA.
Photo by Dr Michael Howell

Forward in Faith, North America, with its teaching emphasis on a new Oxford Movement, welcomed three leaders
of the Forward in Faith, United Kingdom (Canon Geoffrey Neal, Fr. Francis Gardom, and noted author and theologian Canon Arthur Middleton—who will return next summer as one of the keynote speakers), who held a lively
panel discussion responding to many questions about the process to select—and leading candidates for—the next
Archbishop of Canterbury. Of note was their collective observation that Forward in Faith, North America is being
increasingly looked to as the unifying voice of, and organizing force for, orthodox Anglicans worldwide.
For additional information (two excellent additional perspectives by noted religion writer Auburn Traycik of Washington, D.C.; and Canon Alan Hawkins+, Vicar of Anglican 1000, the ACNA Province’s church-planting program
and goal under Archbishop Bob Duncan), please go to the Forward in Faith, North America website at:
http://www.fifna.org/
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LAO MISSION PROJECT—News Update for August 2012
New Partnerships: In July Fr. Martin partnered with Christians from East Thailand to hold joint Thai/ Lao
ministry conferences (see photo). This partnership between Christians in both
countries leads to effective building of the Kingdom of God as more and more
Southeast Asians hear the gospel.

A helper from Fresno: Bob Blake from Global Teams is ministering side by side
with Fr. Martin in Laos. Bob spends regular time teaching and training the youth of
the home churches (see photo).
A prayer request: In June an entire village of 20 homes was destroyed by fire. One of the homes (see photo)
belonged to Levy, one of the four candidates for ordination. With the loss of this
building, the village also lost its home church. Praise the Lord that no one was injured, but all the villagers lost everything they had except the clothes on their backs.
Food supplies were also destroyed and rice harvest is three months away.
Another prayer request: Thong, the caretaker of Jacob's Farm, was driving a steel
buffalo (a tractor-like vehicle) that rolled over and injured him. Thankfully Thong
will be okay, but it will still take a couple of months for a full recovery.
News about Jacob's Farm: After six years of struggling to make Jacob's Goat Farm a viable operation, Fr.
Martin has come to realize animal husbandry is not a profitable endeavor. In addition, animals in the surrounding area have been dying off recently, so Fr. Martin chose to sell all the livestock this spring to avoid a
total loss. Manioc crop (see July newsletter) will now be his focus on the farm.
Praise report: We are delighted to report that matching funds have been received for the many generous individual donations to Lao Mission Project this spring. $11,617 of the $15,000 matching grant goal has been
reached. $3,383 remains to be raised to release the remainder of the matching funds.
From the ashes: Praise the Lord, we have learned that a whole new church has risen up out of the ashes of
the burnt village. A new home church has been established nearby, bringing the total of home churches from
8 to 9.
Our God has been very gracious in His ways, praise His Name.
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Anglican Church of Ascension Mission Feeds the Community
In 1999, Father James Stout and the Pastor of Crossroads Church over
lunch were exploring how the two churches could join together in ministry to the whole community of Copperopolis and decided to look into
starting a food pantry. We met with Lee Kimbel of ATCAA Service Center in Sonora for their help in setting up and supplying food. We received
permission from the Rt. Rev. John-David Schofield to use our 501-C and
insurance coverage as we moved in and set up the pantry in Crossroads
Office space on Copper Cove Drive. At that time our major funding came
from the “Harvest Dance” each fall sponsored by Church of Ascension
and held at the Historic Armory. Unfortunately Crossroads Church had to
close down their office area which also closed down the food pantry.
In 2007, Church of Ascension received an offer from Bill Holloway to use
space in his building for the pantry. Crossroads Church opted out as we
continued to restart the pantry. At the same time Copper Canyon Baptist Church joined with this ministry and we held
a grand reopening on July 19 2007. We remained there until Church of Ascension moved to their new location at
which time we moved the food pantry also. After three years again Church of Ascension moved to our current location at 90 Rock Creek Rd. Suite 5 in Copperopolis.
For the past five years, the main outreach ministry of Anglican Church of
Ascension has been the Copperopolis Community Food Pantry. Father
Jim was instrumental in founding the Food Pantry and continues to serve
on the Board of Directors along with parishioners who choose to support
this mission. Parishioners also help shop for food, organize/assist in food
drives, and assist during the food distributions on the third Thursday of
each month beginning at 2 PM. Through our affiliation with Feeding
America, we are able to receive some food items at no cost, and other
food items at significantly reduced prices, often just a few cents on the
dollar. Each month we purchase meat to supplement the staples and fresh
produce that we distribute. Area supermarkets are most generous in their
support by supplying us with day-old bread and giving us a good price
when we purchase chickens, turkeys or other meat items. We rely on contributions from our local area including “Fill
the Boot” twice annually by our local fire department, which Fr. Jim is chaplain for, a golf tournament by Cal-Tel and
Volcano phone companies which than buy food for the pantry from Rally’s Food Market that matches the funds. IGA
Foods have been a great supporter over the years along with Copperopolis Post Office that has a annual food drive,
also the residents of Saddle Creek have an annual food drive. We also receive donations by charitable organizations,
local clubs and businesses and local citizens. We are truly blessed to have so many dedicated volunteers and supporters who give generously of their time, talent and treasury.
Over the past year, each month we have fed from 35 to 53 families, consisting of from 130 to 180 individuals per
month and with God’s help, we will continue to provide this most worthy community service to anyone in need.
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PARISH VISITS FROM DIOCESAN COUNCIL
Do you know who your Diocesan Council Representative it? Well, you will soon have the chance to
meet with them following a Sunday Service... Bishop Menees has asked the diocesan council representatives
to visit each parish in their deanery to make themselves available to the congregation for feedback and conversation regarding ministry in the diocese. At the same time they will be filling out a questionnaire for the clergy
in order to share how their visit was - simple things like: Was the service easy to follow? Please take a moment to visit with your representative and share with him or her any thoughts or concerns that you may have!
Diocesan Representatives:
Delta Deanery Yosemite Deanery Fresno Deanery Sequoia Deanery Kern Deanery Sierra Deanery -

Mr. Mike Combs & Fr. Edward Dondi
Mr. Bob Townley & Fr. Ron Parry
Mr. Phil Price & Fr. Jim Snell
Mr. Franco Bernardi & Archdeacon Francie Levy
Ms. Carol Galagan & Deacon Skip Hill
Mr. Steve Smith & Fr. Tony Faint.

That on Sunday, July 15th, Fr. Derek Thomason was
named as Vicar of Good Shepherd, Reedley?
That we are in the process of putting together our Diocesan Convention to take place on November 2-3 in St.
James Cathedral? Please contact your deanery representative to make your voice heard.
That Fr. Edward Dondi of Resurrection, Tracy, is studying for his Doctor of Ministry Degree?
That Linda Parry (wife of Fr. Ron Parry) took her Master
of Education Degree from Cal State Stanislaus?
That Fr. Andy Watson has retired from ministry in the
Diocese of San Joaquin and has transferred to a continuing Anglican Jurisdiction?
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WSJ Worthy News @ ECCO
Who would not want to be part of a phenomenon that makes national news when it centers on prayer?
For 20 years, ECCO (Evergreen Conference Center Oakhurst) has hosted a Pastor’s Prayer Summit that
has far-reaching impacts in the lives of many people.
Interdenominational unified prayer began in part due to the cultural climate that culminated in the 1990s
with the Rodney King beating and the Los Angeles riots ensued, causing people wonder if they were losing all control. At the same time in the Central Valley, the unending string of calls responded to by the
Fresno Police Department and gang-related murders prompted the prayer of Valley pastors, with Bishop
Schofield and G.L. Johnson as two of the original five pastors.
“For the community as for the person, when we’ve tried everything, we finally went to God.” Quoting a
statement by the Prayer Summit Committee, “We believe that having pastors praying together is a key
component to God’s blessing a community.” The basis for community pastoral prayer is Psalm 133:
How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!
It is like precious oil poured on the head….
It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the Lord bestows His blessings, even life forevermore.
The first year, the pastors were bussed to ECCO from Fresno in order to maintain a “captive audience”
during four days with a “prayer only” agenda. After two days of talking to God, Bishop Schofield suggested a time of silence to allow time for God to talk to us. He was given 30 minutes. In that short time,
one pastor received a word from God, simply that He loved him, which was shared with tears.
A word from the Lord came to Roger Minassian, who as a result, left the lifestyle and church that he
knew to minister in the streets of Fresno. He became the founder of Hope Now for Youth, which has had
incredible impacts in literally countless lives by helping people move out of gangs into jobs and having a
positive impact in their neighborhoods and in society.
Over the years, the Fresno County Sheriff, the Fresno Police Chief and Fresno City Mayors have participated in this annual or semi-annual event. Additionally, 14 ministries were started as a result of the
prayer and prompts to action within the group. “No Name Fellowship” began meeting monthly at various community sites, including Juvenile Hall “to release God’s resources through reconciled relationships to rebuild our city” – no predetermined outcome, no action agenda.
(Continued on page 10)
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2012 Saint James Men's Retreat
“Prodigal Son / Prodigal God”
Check in Friday, August 17, 4:00 pm
Ends Sunday, August 19, 1:00 pm
What does prodigal actually mean? Why is it good that God is prodigal? How should we as Anglican Men
respond to a prodigal God?

Please consider joining your brothers from around the Diocese of San Joaquin and beyond for a weekend of practical spirituality at the beautiful Evergreen Conference Center, Oakhurst. The retreat will be jointly led by
Bishop Eric Menees and Fr. Van McAlister and is open to all the men of
the Diocese of San Joaquin.
We especially encourage Fathers and Sons to join in this retreat that will
have practical applications for living into Christian manhood!
We will eat, study, play, eat, hike, worship, sing, eat, laugh, and eat again.

All men are welcome and encouraged to come.
Cost per person is the following:
Private room: $242.00
Double: $164.00
Quad: $152.00
Dorm: $128.00
R.V/Camping or Day: $106.00

This pays for lodging for 2 nights and 6 meals.
(I did mention the eating, right?)

Register at http://eccoyosemite.org/
or call
Robert Werner (Retreat Committee chair), 559-304-5122 for more info.
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Care Fresno began as a partnership between Evangelicals for Social Action (ESA, started by
Alan Doswald) and the Fresno Police Department to improve areas of the city where drugs,
poverty and crime were prevalent. The FPD has found a 60% decrease in crime where Care
Fresno operates.
Although I was unable to retrieve the article from the archives without a subscription, the Wall
Street Journal published a piece about the effect that this group of praying pastors was having
in the community, which ultimately impacted local interest rates! Obviously, I was not able to
track down details of this article, but the power of prayer is undeniable.
October 8-9 is the next opportunity to participate. We invite you to take time to pray and listen
to God in a peaceful setting. Online registration is available at https://
eccoyosemite.powweb.com/reservation.htm.
Other upcoming events at ECCO include:
Quiet Day – October 10, 8:30-3:00, takes place the day after the Pastor’s Prayer Summit. This
is a much-needed, annual, non-denominational time organized by Christ Church Anglican, Oakhurst and takes place at ECCO. Register by calling Christ Church at 559.683.7374.
Upcoming educational Road Scholar programs at ECCO are open to everyone and involve field
trips into Yosemite. Take a look at the programs available this fall, including a program in
three national parks, Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings Canyon, as well as Hiking, Golf, Photography and Watercolor programs. http://eccoyosemite.org/roadscholar.htm
Considering Thanksgiving plans yet? Imagine how wonderful Thanksgiving can be when you
can relax with old and new friends, eat delicious food, enjoy the beauty of our surroundings,
and no dishes to wash! Thanksgiving festivities begin with an optional Holy Eucharist from
11:00 to 12:00, followed by appetizers, and then dinner at 1:00. p.m. Spend a quiet afternoon
visiting, playing games and relaxing. For those choosing to spend the night, a new tradition is
the ringing of the bells, a fun interactive event. Consider an optional stay over that evening
with departure on Friday morning after breakfast. Come join us; it's fun! http://
eccoyosemite.org/programs.htm
Visit our website for more information on this event or booking a conference or retreat at
www.ECCOyosemite.org.
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The Bishop’s Corner
(Cont. from Front Page)

Encourage your clergy to develop Sermon Reviewers
in the congregation to give constructive feedback on
sermons. (This involves choosing three trusted members of the congregation who are willing to put the
time and effort into attending church regularly, giving
honest loving feedback in a timely fashion and are
willing to meet with the clergy to be trained in giving
feedback).

discussion on preaching at the deanery clericus. So
far I’ve lead the discussions in Kern & Delta Deanery
and will, prior to the end of the year, lead those discussions in the other deaneries.

Consider writing your clergy notes of encouragement.

I have lead the Clergy Retreat and Clergy Conference
and will continue to organize clergy retreats and conferences.
I have, along with Archdeacon Levy, organized three
diocesan meetings for the deacons of the diocese in
which we will spend time examining those ministries
specific to deacons.

Consider organizing the congregation to give a gift to
your clergy - a night out with their spouse will be
truly appreciated.

My wife and I are attempting to invite each clergy &
their spouse to our home for a lovely dinner & time
with Florence and me.

Encourage your clergy to live healthy lives as role
models for the congregation.

I daily pray for the clergy and each week pray specifically for the clergy, their wives/husbands and
families in a particular deanery and then follow that
up with a personal note of encouragement.

Insist on your clergy taking a day and a half off!
This, of course, is not an exhaustive list - be creative
in supporting your clergy. As their bishop I am doing
the following to encourage the clergy.

This again is not an exhaustive list on supporting the
clergy of the diocese and if you can think of other
ways that I can support your clergy please drop me a
note or an email.

I am in the process of purchasing the book The Supremacy of God in Preaching by John Piper and sending it to the clergy in each parish in preparation for

The San Joaquin Anglican is published
monthly by The Anglican Diocese of San
Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of the month for possible
inclusion in the newsletter in the following
month.
Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com
Thank you!
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