
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord!  I write these words in 

the fourth week of Lent and deep in the reflection on the suffer-

ing of our Lord.  Yet, I write knowing full well that many will 

read this article after our celebration of Easter.  In Lent we are 

reminded of our Lord’s suffering on our behalf - His taking on 

the wrath of God so that we will not receive what we deserve in 

the end.  At the same time we must always remember that we 

contemplate Jesus’ suffering knowing full well that on the third 

day he rose from the grave! 
 

 On Easter Sunday, and during the Season of Easter, we 

will begin our worship with the power acclimation... “Alleluia! 

Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!”    We be-

gin our service with these words of exaltation because they are 

more than simply a liturgical phrase or a bit of religious piety.  

These words announce the Truth of the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ – and the salvation of all who put their lives in the hands 

of Jesus. 
 

 Not long ago I read the book The Case for the Real Je-

sus by Lee Strobel.  Strobel points out in the book that there is a 

concerted attack on the truth of the Resurrection.  So called 

scholars argue that Jesus’ resurrection was a hoax perpetuated 

by the church in order to maintain power.  The attacks are not 

what surprise me—what is particularly sad and disappointing 

for me is the fact that so many people are prepared to believe 

this lie without question.  If they would stop to question the 

premise of the hoax for just a moment they would ask them-

selves some simple questions like: 
 

 Does it make sense that the disciples, who would have 

known first hand if there was a hoax, give their lives or endure 

such suffering for a hoax? 
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“Three Steps to Shrink Spiritually” 
 

The Christian life isn’t primarily about growth for the sake of personal improvement, 

but receiving the basics of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  It’s time we shrink from our 

elaborate, self-involved spiritual aspirations of “do more, try harder.”  It’s time to fo-

cus more on who we are in Christ and less on “doing” for Christ.  The Gospel, after all, 

is about the foundation of what has already been done for us. 

The Anglican Order of the Daughters of the King is composed of women who take vows pledging themselves 

to a Rule of Life incorporating the Rule of Prayer and the Rule of Service.  Daughters pledge to a lifetime of 

daily prayer and service directed toward strengthening the spiritual life of the parish, members of the Order, 

other women and girls, and the spread of Christ’s Kingdom. 

PERU MISSION 
  

When Fr Marvin Bowers retired as rector of St Paul's, Healdsburg, and his wife 

Bonnie retired as a fourth grade teacher at Brooks School in Windsor, they applied 

and were accepted as short term mission interns, also known as Bridgers, of the 

Society of Anglican Missionaries and Senders (SAMS).  Since then, they have 

spent two or three months a year in Arequipa, a city of about one million people in 

the south of Peru.  Fr Marvin has been a guest lecturer at the Arequipa campus of 

El Seminario St. Agustin, the diocesan seminary, and preaches and celebrates the 

sacraments as invited by the local clergy.  He is also a member of the Board of Amigos del Peru, a group of north Ameri-

can friends who raise funds to support the ministry of the Anglican Church of Peru.  Bonnie has served as a teaching as-

sistant at Colegio San Lucas, a K-12 Anglican school, and as a visitor at two orphanages, San Jose for young children, 

and Sagrada Familia (Holy Family) for teenagers.  

  

Fr. Bowers is available to speak at Sunday services and at meetings of parish groups 

about the mission and ministry of the Anglican Church of Peru, and about SAMS and 

Amigos del Peru.  You may contact him at frmarvinbowers@gmail.com and (707) 

433-6757.  

  

The Bowers are planning to return to Arequipa in June and are seeking prayer and 

financial support.  Donations by check may be sent to SAMS, P O Box 399, Am-

bridge, PA 15003-0399 with Bowers M & B on the note line, or donate on line at 

SAMS-USA.org. 



St. John’s Church, was established in the same year the city of Stockton was founded -- 1850 --serving a rap-

idly growing pioneer community that was an important link between the San Francisco Bay area and the 

"mother lode," home of the California gold rush. It is the third oldest Episcopal church on the west coast. The 

first rector, Reverend Orlando Harriman of New Jersey, and a small group of Episcopal citizens organized the 

parish August 25,1850. 

 

In 1858, the parish was officially chartered as part of the newly-constituted Diocese of California, by the great 

missionary bishop William Ingraham Kip. At the corner of Miner Avenue and El Dorado Street, on land do-

nated by the city's benevolent founder, Captain Charles Weber, an attractive brick structure was erected during 

1857/58. At that time, a pipe organ, built in Boston, was shipped "around the horn," through the Golden Gate, 

and in to Stockton's inland port, just a couple of blocks south of the church. The pipes from that organ are still 

in use. 

 

St. John's grew steadily along with Stockton. Fifteen priests served as rector of the parish during its first fifty 

years . One of the interim rectors during the 1870s was The Reverend Dr. James Lloyd Breck one of the great 

missionaries of the Episcopal Church, and co-founder of two of our seminaries; Nashotah House and Seabury-

Western. The lay leaders of St. John's were also prominent community leaders. 

 

In 1889, the Nordic-style Guild Hall, designed by Los Angeles Architect, E. A. Coxhead, was constructed on 

Miner Avenue east of the church. Upon its completion, the pioneer church was razed in1891. April of 1892 

saw the cornerstone laid for the present cruciform Norman-style building. The prominent architect, Mr. Page 

Brown of San Francisco was its designer. Both the Guild Hall and church were designated Stockton Historical 

Landmarks in 1972. The stained glass window from above the altar in the old church was moved and placed 

over the west door of the present building. It is the oldest stained glass in the San Joaquin Valley. Over the 

years, memorial windows in both the Victorian style (earth tones and pastels) and the older European style 

(bold reds, greens, and blues) have been gradually added. The last available space was filled in 1995 when the 

St. Margaret of Scotland window was installed in the west face niche of the lantern tower. 

 

The turn of the century brought more stability in the clergy leadership of St. John's and the congregation was 

continually growing in size. In 1911, St. John's separated from California's "mother diocese," and became part 

of the newly formed Missionary District of San Joaquin. During the episcopate of Bishop Sumner Walters 

('50s and '60s), the diocesan office was located in Stockton and St. John's served as defacto pro-Cathedral. 

Fifty years later, in 1961, the parish became a part of the new constituted Diocese of San Joaquin. 
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A Brief History of St John’s, Stockton 



a conference room --was dedicated as Raffety Hall on All 

Saints Day, 1995. 

 

Before 1995 was over, even more real estate was unex-

pectedly acquired! Responding to overtures from the 

Chase family, the vestry negotiated to continue the tradi-

tion of taking over former Chase Chevrolet showroom, 

this time, 15,000 square foot structure at the corner of 

Miner Avenue and Hunter Street, along with the adjacent 

10,000 square foot parking lot. In 2002 the vestry, again, 

put its stamp of approval on the purchase of property, this 

time on the adjacent lot to the north. St. John’s now cov-

ers fully three-quarters of the city block bounded by 

Miner Avenue, El Dorado, Lindsay, and Hunter Streets.  

 

With a congregation committed to spreading the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ, a beautiful and well-maintained physical 

plant, adequate off-street parking, easy freeway access 

from anywhere in San Joaquin County. St. John's is look-

ing forward to continued worship and service in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Over the years, St. John's has founded several parochial 

missions which have gone on to become parishes of the 

diocese: St. John the Baptist in Lodi, St. Anne's in north 

Stockton, St. Stephen's in west Stckton, St. Mark's in 

Tracy, and St. Mary's in Manteca. The late 1980s saw the 

latest planting of a mission, this time under its own roof, 

with the establishment of the Holy Cross Mission. 

Headed by the Vicar, the Reverend Justo Andres, the 

mainly Filipino congregation melded into St John’s at the 

turn of the twenty-first century. By January 2000, the 

Reverend Woodrow Gubuan had become the vicar as 

well as the assistant rector.  It was with great pleasure 

that St. John’s welcomed them to the family on the eve of 

the parish’s sesquicentennial celebration. 

 

In the early 1950s, the vestry of St. John's made a con-

scious decision to remain located in downtown Stockton, 

even as the long slow decline of the central city had al-

ready begun. Consequently, in 1955 the grandson of Cap-

tain Weber presented the rector, Paul Langpaap, with the 

quit-claim deed to the property. To that end, in 1957, they 

purchased the small building to the east on Miner Ave-

nue, which had been the showroom and office of Chase 

Chevrolet.  In 1964, part of the space was given over to 

the Budget Shop, launching a four decade outreach min-

istry to the community. A self-sustaining volunteer op-

eration, the shop closed its doors in December 2007, after 

years of offering low cost items to the community and 

donating the profits to local charities.  

 

The 1990s realized another recommitment by the parish 

to downtown Stockton, when in 1993, Chase Chevrolet 

made the decision to re-locate to the new auto mall, the 

vestry stepped out in faith and borrowed the money to 

purchase the small showroom building and parking lot 

lying directly to the north of the church and Guild Hall. 

Just before her death in 1994, long time parishioner Jane 

Raffety generously paid off the note on this property. In 

her honor, the building -- now housing parish offices and 



LAO MISSION PROJECT 
STUDYING THE BIBLE 

Fr. Martin Bunsy devotes regular time to overseeing Bible studies 

for anyone in Laos who wants to hear the Good News of the Gospel.  

He first started these studies at the home church in the capital city of 

Vientiane.  Since not everyone in Laos can read, he uses the seminar 

style of learning.  First he reads a passage of Scripture aloud, and 

then asks questions to stimulate further discussion.   Studies are al-

ways focused on the Bible as the final authority of God’s Word.  Les-

sons usually begin with the Good News of Matthew and the New Tes-

tament, and then proceed to the teachings of the Prophets and the 

Old Testament.  

 

After studying the Bible together for one year, Fr. Martin selects those students who read well and show a 

lively interest in the Word of God to go on for further leadership training.  After this training, the new leaders 

return to their hometowns and, through their witness, stir up interest for studying the Bible. 

An extension of this ministry has begun as Fr. Martin and Rose 

now lead Bible studies in the farther reaches of Laos.  It begins 

with the graduates of his leadership training alerting people in the 

forestland and mountain areas that Fr. Martin is coming to teach 

the Bible.  Fr. Martin and Rose then fly to a nearby city in the re-

gion and rent rooms at a hotel near the airport for teaching and ac-

commodations. A warm and loving welcome greets the new stu-

dents that have traveled either 2 to 3 days by foot or hours by bus.  

Because of the poverty of these rural people, Fr. Martin pays for 

their lodging and bus tickets, while Rose cooks and feeds the atten-

dees for free.  These study sessions generally last from 3 to 7 days, 

with topics such as “Being Humble” or “The Many Kinds of 

Love”.   In this way, Fr. Martin and Rose show the love of God with good teaching, generous hospitality, and 

free Bibles. 

 

The hotel owners often ask Fr. Martin, “Why do you feed those people from the jungle?  Why do you spend 

money on them?  What do they do for you?”  His simple reply is, “They are my brother, my sister.  I am a man 

who works for God.  I want to show them the love of God.”  Even the people from the jungle themselves ask, 

“Why do the highest Government people (their term for Fr. Martin and Rose) bother with us?  We are not re-

lated to them.  We are strangers to them.”  What they learn is that Christians live out Paul’s exhortation in Co-

lossians 3:12, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” 

 

In the very model of the early church, there are now seven home churches meeting on a regular basis; the fruit 

of years of Bible study and leadership training. These Bible studies and training in the Word are crucial for the 

survival of the church in Laos.  Over time, the home church will become the emerging presence of Christ in 

many new regions of this country.  
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4/1    Palm Sunday 

   

4/6  Office Closed at Noon: Good Friday 

 

4/8  Easter Sunday 

 

4/9 to 4/10 Diocesan Office Closed 

 

4/21  Diocesan Council, 10am Diocesan  

  House 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published 
monthly by The Anglican Diocese of 
San Joaquin, California. 
 
Submissions will be accepted for con-
sideration anytime; Contributions must 
be received by the 20th of the month 
for possible inclusion in the newsletter 
in the following month.  
 
Please send these to  
Ted Yumoto: uncleted3@aol.com  
 
Thank you! 

4/28  DHC Spring Gathering 

 

4/30 to 5/2 Clergy Conference, ECCO 
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The Bishop’s Corner 
 

Does it make sense that so many of the attackers of Christianity, namely 

Paul, would convert and then be willing to give their lives? 

 

Does it make sense that so many people with first hand experiences with 

the Risen Lord could closely maintain a common story? 

 

Does it make sense that thousands of first hand documents would so 

closely match one another in telling the story of Jesus’ resurrection if it 

was a hoax? 

 

The answer to these questions is… Of course not. 

 

It is distressing to me that so that so many people are willing to be so gulli-

ble?  Even more distressing is the fact that so many Christians are willing 

to flirt with this idea.  The reason they are willing to do this is because they 

are not thinking critically about their own faith let alone the specious 

claims of scholars. 

 

We should take this as a warning and take the time to truly explore our 

faith as Christians.  It is not enough to know what we believe, it is essential 

to know why we believe it and be able to defend our belief to an increas-

ingly hostile world. 

 

In congregations across the diocese we offer Bible Studies and classes that 

explore our beliefs as Christians as well as why we believe them and I pray 

each member of diocese will take advantage of these educational opportu-

nities to grow in their faith and be a good witness for our Resurrected Lord.  

“Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!”  


