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The Bishop’s Corner
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees
[ed. note: Bishop Menees is on vacation, and offers the following perspective about
Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, keynote teacher at the just-concluded Forward in Faith,
North America Assembly held at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville,
Illinois.]
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Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali sees hope for the
Anglican Communion
GAFCON-II is the saving grace of a conflicted communion
By Mary Ann Mueller in Belleville, Illinois Special Correspondent
www.virtueonline.org

August 2-3—
Bishop at Caminemos
Juntos Conference in
Texas

July 23, 2013

OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS, Illinois I had always told David Virtue that if
Church of England Bishop Michael Nazir
-Ali ever came to the Lone Star State, I
wanted to cover the event. Over the
years, I developed a great admiration for
the Pakistani-born Anglican bishop. He is
brilliant and has such a powerful command of whatever subject he is talking
about that he does not need Note One to refer to. Occasionally,
he will put a watch on the podium as he is speaking to keep
track of time.
So I was so surprised when Forward in Faith-North America
(FiF-NA) contacted me to come to Illinois last week and cover
the Annual Assembly. I have done media for FiF-NA twice before, both times before I hooked up with Virtueonline.
(Continued on page 5)

August 2-4 —
Anglican Church
Women’s Annual Retreat
at Camp San Joaquin
August 4 —
Bishop at St Martin,
Fresno
August 11 —
Bishop at Christ Church,
Oakhurst
August 17 —
Diocesan Council, 10AM,
Diocesan House
August 18 —
Bishop at St Timothy’s,
Bishop

The Foundations Are Laid
[ed. note—the following is a series of historical essays taken from “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin,” Chapter 2, “The Foundations Are Laid.”]

ST. MATTHIAS’ PARISH, OAKDALE
The founding of the Episcopal Church in Oakdale dates back to early 1884, making it one of the oldest churches
in the city. It was not until 1887 that St. Matthias’ was officially recognized by the diocese. The beginnings of
the work there were laid in 1883 under the direction of Bishop Kip of the Diocese of California.
No sooner had the Mission begun than a group of women members organized “Saint Matthias’ Guild” in a meeting held in the Union Church, Oakdale, March 31, 1885. The Minutes of that first meeting list the names of the
ladies:
Mrs. A. Llewelyn
Mrs. Fannie R.A. Hunt
Mrs. Mary A. Lovell
Mrs. M.E. Stearns
Mrs. Anne Leuhrs
Mrs. Margaret Gilmer
Mrs. Green
Miss Hattie Woods
Mrs. Wyckoff
In 1900 and 1901 services were held in the rear of the old Lovell Building (east of the railroad) where a chapel
was fitted up to meet the early needs of the church. “Through the thoughtfulness of Mr. Harry Ogle, the proprietor, the saloon in back of the altar observed quiet hours during time of
services.” At other times meetings were held in the Union Church
when the Rev. D.O. Parker of Saint James, Sonora, walked from Sonora to carry on the parish work and to conduct the services. The
Rev. Jerome Trivett and the Rev. C.S. Linsley also served the church
during this period.
The need for a more permanent place of worship was soon obvious,
and a building was planned, built, and paid for within one year—the
latter half of 1904 and the early part of 1905. The Rev. William Edgar Couper was in charge. The movement for the new church was
begun by Deaconness Dorsey, cousin of Edward M. Dorsey of
Oakdale, Mrs. C.G. Hoisholt, and Mrs. Dora Rodden. Deaconness
Dorsey raised fund to purchase the lot, and through the combined efforts of the above ladies besides others whose
names have been lost the money was obtained to enable the building of the new facility. So notable was the accomplishment of a church being built and paid for in one
year that word reached the East where the Babies’ Branch of the Women’s Auxiliary
of the Parish in Bishop Nichols’ home town in Connecticut sent the lovely granite and
oak font that stands in the church today.
The doors of the new church were opened to its first congregation on Sunday, January
29, 1905. It was consecrated June 3, 1907, by Bishop William Ford Nichols with the
assistance of Deaconness Dorsey. The Venerable Archdeacon John Abbot Emergy
preached the Sermon from the text: “What hath God wrought?” (Numbers 23:23).
(Continued on Page 3)
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From “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin” …
ST. MATTHIAS’ PARISH, OAKDALE

In January, 1911, the Missionary District of San Joaquin was formed. The Bishop was Louis Childs Sanford, with a
jurisdiction that had fewer that two thousand members.
The Rev. G.G. Hoisholt, a native of Oakdale, was ordained to the Diaconate in 1917, and the Rev. E.I. MacNalty, also
of Oakdale, entered the ministry from St. Matthias’.
The year 1914 marked the beginning of World War I and there followed several years of difficult times for the
churches. A temporary period of recovery following the end of the war was soon wiped out by the stock market
“crash” of 1931, and the years of the Depression were a time of retrenchment. Giving by the church members declined and grants from the National Council were slashed. The financial position of the Missionary District was
grave, and it became necessary to close some churches. St. Matthias’ was one of them.
In 1937, a young Public Works Administration worker came to Oakdale. He set
about the challenge of reopening the church and contacted members to that end.
A few responded and the church was reopened for worship. Mr. Price, the
P.W.A. worker, was given permission by Bishop Sanford to hold services and to
serve as lay-reader. Saint Matthias’ Women’s Guild was again organized and the
congregation began to grow.
On May 27, 1938, a meeting was held to reorganize the church. James E. Price,
seminarian in charge, assisted in the organization of a Vestry. In October, 1938,
a budget of $12.00 per month was suggested for 1939. This was augmented by a
rental of $42.00 per year from the Lutherans who also used the building. Mr. Price was followed by another seminarian, Mr. Richard Hartley, who served from 1942-1944.
At the March 5, 1944, Vestry meeting, attended by the new Bishop Sumner Walters, he suggested that Oakdale was
ready for a full-time priest. It was agreed that housing would be provided with a stipend of $1,500 per year. Half to
be paid by St. Matthias’ and half by the District. In June, 1944, a seminarian, Gerwyn Morgan, from C.D.S.P. was
appointed in charge and became full-time Vicar upon his ordination in December.
Fr. Morgan left in 1947 and Tom Turnbell, another seminarian, was appointed in charge and served for three years.
During his tenure the construction of Tulloch Hall was begun. The Tulloch brothers, Dave and Jack, provided the
leadership for the building of the hall, much of the work being done by volunteer labor from the members.
In January, 1951, the Rev. Arthur Beckwith and his family arrived from Burns, Oregon. It was hoped that an older
more experienced priest might remain longer and bring some stability to the congregation. St. Matthias’ became a
parish in 1959 under his leadership and Fr. Beckwith was immediately elected Rector. During his tenure there was a
need to expand the Church School facilities and classrooms were built in a record 38 days, most of the labor being
volunteer. Dedication of the new facilities was held Sunday, November 20, 1955, with Bishop Walters officiating.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Upon completion of this project the Vestry, at the Annual Parish meeting in January 1956, appointed a New Church
Building Committee, chaired by V.A. Rodden, son of one of the original founders, Mrs. Dora (Woods) Rodden. In
August it was decided that a new church building was necessary. This was unanimously approved by the congregation
and a five-ear pledge plan was begun. In four months over 60% of the projected costs were pledged. The new building was dedicated a year later in October, 1957. The original cost of $54,000 was 25% paid for at the time.
The Rev. Mr. Beckwith retired and the Rev. Richard Henry who had been ordained Deacon and served with Fr. Beckwith until he was ordered Priest in December, 1961, became the new Rector. During his tenure record-breaking confirmation classes were held and the congregation grew. A new rectory was purchased on Oak Street. This was replaced by another on Poplar after Fr. Henry left in 1965 to become the Vicar of the new Mission of St. Mary’s in Fresno.
The late Rev. Thomas Steensland succeeded Fr. Henry in 1965. He left in 1970 and was succeeded by the Rev. William Eastman who served until 1979 when he became Vicar of St. Paul’s parochial Mission in Ceres. The Rev. Edwin
Shakelford served for one year and left in 1981. Since 1981 the parish has been served by the Rev. Leon MacDougall.
St. Matthias’ stands today in the downtown area not only as a monument to God and Jesus Christ, but to those pioneers
who weathered the hard time . . . who kept the saving truth of God

+ + +
ANGLICAN 4TH DAY NEWS
2013 Meeting Schedule – all meetings the 3rd Saturday of each
month, except Dec.
August 17th – St. Jude’s, Tehachapi
September 21st – Christ the King, Ridgecrest
October 19th – St. Mary’s, Fresno
November 16th – St. Luke’s, Merced
(All Meetings: Secretariat at 10 AM; Lunch at 11:30; Ultreya at 1 PM)
Please be in prayer for our Movement. We desire to offer this wonderful discipleship tool to all who will come!!
In Christ,
Christine Miller, 4th Day Lay Director
(4thdayluvr@gmail.com)
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I looked forward to meeting familiar faces - ACNA Bishop William Wantland, my former bishop when I was editor
at a newspaper in western Wisconsin; Forward in Faith President ACNA Bishop Keith Ackerman, whom I originally
met at my first FiF-NA event; Brother Kirk Gerber, a Benedictine monk from Chicago; Canon Ed den Blaawen from
the ACNA Diocese of Quincy; and Julia Smead, the one-person wizard behind the scenes at the FiF-NA office in
Bedford, Texas.
In the nearly five years I have worked with Virtueonline I have become familiar with new names. Now I would have
the opportunity to put an unfamiliar face to a familiar name including: Fr. James Guill (St. Andrew's in Nashville,
Tenn.); ACNA Bishop William Ilgenfritz (Missionary Diocese of All Saints); Fr. Geoffrey Boland (St. Nicholas in
Haines City, Fla.); ACNA Bishop Eric Menees (Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin); Anglican Church in America
Bishop Stephen Strawn (Diocese of the Missouri Valley); and Anglican Province in American Presiding Archbishop
Walter Grundorf (Oviedo, Fla).
Some familiar faces who had been a part of earlier Forward in Faith events were missing: retired Reformed Episcopal
Bishop Richard Boyce (Diocese of the West); Sr. Mary Charles (All Saints Sisters of the Poor); Br. Ned (Br. Kirk's
natural blood brother who lives in Australia); and Fr. Keith Acker (Church of the Blessed Trinity in Alpine, Calif.);
as well as and others. They were missed.
Journalistically, the pièce de résistance for me was meeting Bishop Nazir-Ali. As a journalist, I have covered popes
and presidents, as well as saints and sinners, but I never imagined I would ever have the opportunity to come into his
presence. I was thrilled that the opportunity presented itself and was further astonished that Forward in Faith asked
me to conduct a one-on-one sit-down interview with the visiting British bishop for its Forward in Christ publication.
Bishop Nazir-Ali is a consummate gentleman; he is refined and cultured, highly educated and exceedingly articulate.
We sat down in an empty meeting room as others left following the first day of activities. I queried him about his
name Nazir-Ali, noting that it had an Islamic connotation.
"People who read the Bible should know, because it comes from the same root as the word Nazirite, which means
someone who has dedicated themselves," Bishop Nazir-Ali explained. "But, I come from a Sharia Muslim family and
necessarily the word means a family or people who have dedicated themselves to Ali (Al ibn Ab lib) who was the
nephew and the son-in-law of the Prophet Mohammad."
As a world-class speaker, Bishop Nazir-Ali crisscrosses the globe teaching and preaching. As a
result of his many travels, he has a permanent case of jetlag with last week being no exception.
However, he is looking forward to GAFCON-II which is to meet in late October in Nairohttp://
www.idio.net/sites/default/files/u19/logo.gifbi, Kenya, where his passport will receive yet another stamp.
(Continued on Page 6)
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The good bishop was very impressed with the original 2008 GAFCON that brought together Anglo-Catholics, Evangelicals, and Charismatics who worshipped together, studied the Bible together, and praised God together with one
voice.
"Why can't the Anglican Communion as a whole be like this?" he asked.
He is convinced that GAFCON is the way forward in Anglicanism. He feels that as more people participate in the
GAFCON experience, Anglicans will be imprinted by GAFCON and the Anglican Communion will be reshaped by
the GAFCON experience leading to new ways of gathering, new ways of consulting, and new ways deciding things
together as a church and as a communion of churches.
"I think gatherings like GAFCON are so important because that is where you meet global Anglicanism and therefore
the future," he said. "So let us continue to celebrate the Christian Faith as Anglicans have received it and let us pray
that GAFCON-II will be as impressive as GACFON-I was."
The bishop spoke on a wide variety of subjects ranging from the Lambeth Conference and four Instruments of Unity
to ARCIC and the Mission of the Church to what it means to be "The Church" today. He also expressed his disdain at
how The Episcopal Church has deposed so many fine clergy just for being loyal to the Gospel.
"As a Church of England bishop, what do you think about the heavy-handed methods The Episcopal Church uses in
dealing with clergy who honestly are attempting to be faithful to their vows of ordination and to the Word and Sacraments?"
In reply Bishop Nazir-Ali's bronze face darkened and the twinkle in his eye turned into a flash of frustration as his
carefully modulated voice slightly deepened while his diction became more pronounced.
"I think it is absolutely scandalous," he said with measured words, "that people like +Mark
Lawrence - who is one of the finest bishops that I have even known and who upholds Catholic truth and Christian teaching and the Gospel in everything that he does - should be deposed
for doing so, and not for any other reason.
"I mean, this is a topsy-turvy world that we are looking at," he continued, "where people are
being deposed for being Biblical, for being creedal, for being Catholic by others who, if you
read what they write or say, clearly seem to be heretical in their exegesis of the Bible, their
doctrine of the Church, and in what they believe about the Person and work of Jesus Christ
and so on."
(Continued on Page 9)
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Martin & Rose Bunsy
August 2013

Dear Friend,
I am still here in Laos; God has not allowed me to go to heaven yet.
;) Rose is still in Fresno, CA. She is recovering well, after a time of illness.
I am praying for you as you serve God right where you are. Please continue to
pray for our work as we plan to get the people of Laos trained and educated,
and most importantly, grounded in the Lord and the Word of God!

Seeing the
Heart of Christ in
Laos
jacobsfarm@yahoo.com

Discipleship
This year, our main focus is going to be discipleship, especially among our
young people. We must focus on raising up the next generation as leaders who
can lead Laos to Christ. Whether we continue in house churches, or get the
freedom to have larger gatherings, the strength of the church will be in our ability to properly train them to represent Christ.

English Classes
Bob Blake started English classes for the church people and an outreach to his
neighborhood. This is a new outreach for the Thai Deng ethic group and young
people.

Jacob's Farm
I have decided not to plant manioc at the farm this year. The amount of time
needed for the return we are getting is draining me and keeping me away from
the time I need to spend teaching the people. Sometimes “good “is the enemy of
the “best.” With Bob Blake here, we can really have a productive time growing our
people so we will not need anything for the farm this year.
In addition, the expenses to run the farm have gone up significantly. Labor, Fuel, and the decline in value of the dollar have
made the return on time invested not that good. Also the one company that buys Manioc has yet to pay off what they owe to
all those who grow Manioc in Laos. The company is having financial troubles.
I will be going to Thailand on July 9th to talk with the Palm Oil Company about our farm growing palm trees that grow a fruit
that produces oil. If we can come to an agreement, we will plant palm trees on the farm next year.
(Continued on Page 8)
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Church Update
Since I came to Laos, I called all of the leaders from the home church groups to come to Vientiane to seek the Lord and tell them
what is going on in the Anglican mission in Laos. The leaders chose to go with the Lao Evangelical Church for four reasons. 1. The
Evangelical Church is already registered in Laos. 2. Our churches will now be legal under Lao law. 3. The Evangelical Church is
happy to help us to be under their covering. 4. We will be allowed to worship in the style we want.

Support
I would like to ask for you to please continue to pray for my personal support and the support for the mission in Laos. I know that
God has not called me to quit the work in Laos. Even though I am retirement age, I do not feel it is my time to retire. Please consider helping in this way so I can continue the training work that is critical to the growth of the church in Laos.
May God Bless You All,
Martin & Rose Bunsy

Please consider a gift to help with this ministry.
To give online: www.global-teams.org
To mail your gift: Global Teams 212 21st Street, Suite 2, Bakersfield, CA 93301

If you have not already done so, please let us know what your mailing preferences are.
You can email at svillafranca@global-teams.org or call us at 661-323-1214, and we will be happy to update
your preferences for you. You may also print and return the form in an envelope.
Please send my newsletter via:
___Paper Mail ___Email
Please send these types of newsletters:
___Missionary news ___Occasional GT news

___Both

Please send my receipts via:
___Paper Mail ___Email
Please send my receipts:
___Each time I give

___Annually

___Both

Full Name: ___________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________
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The Church of England bishop said that he and others had no problem whatsoever in recognizing and continuing to
support Bishop Lawrence, Bishop Jack Iker, and Archbishop Robert Duncan and their clergy who have been dismissed
by The Episcopal Church for their traditional and orthodox Anglican faith.
As a visiting bishop in the colonial-based Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina, Bishop Nazir-Ali is helping keep Bishop Lawrence and the Diocese connected to the wider Anglican world now that the South Carolina bishop has been defrocked and his diocese has seceded from The Episcopal Church in their struggle to maintain Anglican orthodoxy. "I
have also helped the Diocese, in a small way, in its relationships with the rest of the Anglican Communion by giving
them some kind of theological grounding in how to think of themselves for the future," Bishop Nazir-Ali explained.
He clarified that it is inherent upon traditional Biblically-grounded Anglican Provinces, which have remained faithful
to the Anglican formularies and have maintained Catholic faith and order, to make sure that the Catholic faith is not
wiped from the Anglican map in North America and Britain. That is why he and others have reached out to likeminded traditional and orthodox Anglicans in the United States. As his adopted land becomes more sectarian, he is also
concerned that Britain will follow in the same spiritually decaying footsteps as North America.
Bishop Nazir-Ali, whose name has bubbled up in the past as a possible candidate for the Archbishop of Canterbury,
says that Justine Welby has an impossible task ahead of him as the 105th holder of the title. As such the new Archbishop of Canterbury will face enormous challenges and an unenviable task, which is an impossible job for anyone.
"I think that we should pray that God will bless him in his work and in his ministry," he said. "I think that the tensions
of being the Archbishop of Canterbury between the Church of England, the State, and the Anglican Communion are
probably not ones that can be resolved."
The Church of England bishop sees the Anglican Ordinariates as a two-edged sword. First, he
notes that finally at the highest level, the Church of Rome has recognized the validity of the Anglican Patrimony and a married priesthood in a Western faith tradition. He is very well versed in
the Vatican documents that outline the Ordinariates and how they will be formed and operated.
He has clearly read and thoroughly digested the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum Coetibus
and its Complimentary Norms and has given them much measured thought.
"That is a major advance; there is no going back on that now," he said adding that it was a good
thing for Pope Benedict XVI to do. However, he is concerned about the Roman Catholic nature
of the Ordinariates, how they will eventually play out in time and that there are some built-in
shortcomings. He named three.
"First of all, it is quite strange that one 'episcopal church' to provide for another 'episcopal church' a system which has
(Continued on Page 10)
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no bishops in it - a presbyterian provision - because the ordinary is to be a presbyter (priest)," he explained that this
could eventually lead to the Latinization of the Ordinariates as they need to turn to the local Catholic diocesan bishop
for Apostolic Sacramental care for their clerical ordinations.
He also feels that with Ordinariate clergy being solely trained and spiritually formed at major Catholic seminaries
would lead to even more creeping Latinization as the Anglicans are further distanced from their spiritual traditions and
Anglican roots.
"What you need is free-standing colleges that would promote the Anglican-Catholic way of doing things in its integrity," the CofE bishop explained.
Finally, he feels that the Ordinariates' married priesthood provision would eventually dry up. "I think there has to be
an explicit recognition (of a married priesthood) because Anglicans
have found married priests valuable for the Mission of the Church,
just as they have found celebrant priests valuable for the Mission of
the Church.
"There are some problems in the Ordinariates, he continued, "but
there are also some positive things."
The English bishop feels that Forward in Faith has a continuing significant role in Anglicanism, especially in the industrialized Provinces, to help ensure that the importance of Anglican
catholicity is not lost and to help Anglicans hold to the fullness of Catholic faith.
He calls on Forward in Faith to be "the impetus in the drive for catholicity which is intrinsic to Anglicans."
"Anglicanism has a tension between fragmentation on the one hand and on the other an impetus towards greater catholicity," he explained. "So I think that is the kind of vocation that Forward in Faith can have to remind Anglicans all the
time, even orthodox Anglicans, that their vocation is to greater catholicity."
Bishop Nazir-Ali feels there is hope for the Anglican Communion because the majority of Anglicans are maintaining
the "Faith once delivered to the Saints."
"The vast majority of Anglicans in the world are orthodox. We mustn't forget this," he said. "The revisionists are really quite a few in number. They may be very powerful, they make the headlines - at least in the West - but they are not
the majority by any manner of means. The future lies in the agreement of a common faith which would give us a common mission."

(Mary Ann Mueller is a journalist living in Texas. She is a regular contributor to VirtueOnline.)
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St. James Men's Retreat
August 16-18, 2013
St. James Cathedral will be hosting a Men's Retreat August 17-19 at ECCO. The retreat will be
jointly lead by Bishop Eric Menees and Fr. Van McAlister and is open to all the men of the Diocese of San Joaquin. The theme of the retreat will be based on the Parable of the Prodigal
Son. Join your brothers for this thought provoking and heartfelt retreat. We especially encourage
Father's and Sons to join in this retreat that will have practical applications for living into Christian
manhood!"

Click this link for a flier with detailed information. http://www.eccoyosemite.org/
StJamesMenRetreat.pdf
Contact Sadie at ECCO to register or register online. www.eccoyosmite.org – 559-683-8162

Kristen Cook
Program Coordinator
Evergreen Conference Center Oakhurst
43803 Hwy 41
Oakhurst, CA 93644
ph. 559.683.8162
fax. 559.683-4971
www.ECCOyosemite.org
ecco5@sti.net
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Consider attending a Road Scholar program
at ECCO
In 2013 ECCO will provide 39 Road Scholar programs. You may better recognize Road Scholar’s former name, Elderhostel. ECCO offers
programs that include bus tours of Yosemite, watercolor classes, photography classes, golf adventures, birding excursions, tours of Sequoia National Park, hiking adventures in Yosemite, intergenerational programs for grandparents and grandkids together, and holiday programs. Programs are
all inclusive at ECCO (typically 5 nights/6 days) with an emphasis on both education and Yosemite. If you have
never attended a Road Scholar program, attending one at ECCO could be just the fun, educational getaway you
need!
Register for and browse our programs online at www.roadscholar.org or call 1-800-454-5768 . Search the following program numbers to explore rates and dates. If you would like to commute from Oakhurst, search for the commuter rate. Road Scholar is proud to offer exclusive deals for programs that individuals would not be able to find
on their own. You will be hard pressed to find a better deal or better instructors.
Program #
1197 Seasons of Magic in Yosemite
11785 Yosemite Getaway
8713 Photograph Yosemite: Cliffs, Domes, and Waterfalls
2317 Joy of Watercolor and the Beauty of Yosemite
14610 Yosemite: A Birder’s Paradise
20349 Intergenerational Program: Dinosaurs, Gold Panning, Robots, and Yosemite
17247 Fore! Golf Yosemite and Two other Great Courses in the Beautiful Sierra Nevada
13977 Hiking Yosemite: Up Close and Personal
16642 Thanksgiving in Yosemite
18331 New Year’s in Yosemite
New in 2014!
21317 Winter Sports in Yosemite: Snow Show, Ski and More
Stay tuned for a Fly Fishing program offered in 2014.

HELP NEEDED FOR THE S.J.ANGLICAN NEWSLETTERS
The Communication Team of St. Paul’s (now Trinity), Bakersfield has successfully launched The Anglican and it
is time to put together a Diocesan Team to take the reins.
We need people who
•
•

Like to proofread and edit text
Visual editors who are proficient with Publisher or similar programs in compiling The SJAnglican
If you are interested in being part of the new team, please contact Ted Yumoto at <uncleted3@aol.com>
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News : Forward in Faith marches forward celebrating 25 years of faithful witness
Forward in Faith marches forward celebrating 25 years of faithful Anglo-Catholic witness
A VOL EXCLUSIVE
By Mary Ann Mueller in Belleville, Illinois Special Correspondent www.virtueonline.org
July 22, 2013

Forward in Faith marches forward
celebrating 25 years of faithful Anglo-Catholic witness
A VOL EXCLUSIVE
By Mary Ann Mueller in Belleville, Illinois Special Correspondent www.virtueonline.org
July 22, 2013

OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS, Illinois --- Some of the heaviest Anglo-Catholic hitters in the Anglican realignment were
in the shadow of the St. Louis arch last week. They travelled from near and far to celebrate their connectiveness as Christians and to rejoice in their joy at being Anglicans with a common history and shared prayer as Forward in Faith-North
America's (FiF-NA) 2013 Assembly played out near the banks of the upper Mississippi River.
Bishops in purple shirts, priests and deacons in black shirts, monks in flowing black or brown serge habits, and the laity,
all sporting a wide spectrum of colors, fabrics and patterns, descended on the 200-acre Our Lady of the Snows, a national
Catholic shrine dedicated to providing an oasis for spiritual renewal in an atmosphere of Christian hospitality.
Some of the bishops present included: ACNA Archbishop Robert Duncan, FiF-NA President Bishop Keith Ackerman,
Anglican Province of America Presiding Archbishop Walter Grundorf, Anglican Church in America Bishop Stephen
Strawn, ACNA Missionary Diocese of All Saints Bishop William Illgenfritz, Diocese of the Holy Cross Bishop Paul
Hewett, APA Diocese of the Eastern United States Bishop Chandler Jones,
ACNA Bishop Richard Lipka, ACNA Diocese of San Joaquin Bishop Eric
Menees, Reformed Episcopal Diocese of the West Bishop Winifield Mott,
and three venerable elderly bishops of the American Anglicanism - William
Wantland, Donald Parsons, and Ed Mac Burney, all now slowed and bent
with age but representing the image of Forward in Faith at its initial flowering.
Forward in Faith is an over-arching umbrella that draws together those from
various parts in the Anglican renewal who seek to live out their spirituality
the Catholic stream of Anglicanism. More than 150 Anglo-Catholics traveled
to the Midwest from throughout the United States and across the Anglican spectrum to join together in unified prayer,
joyful worship and lessons taught by one of the greatest teaching speakers in Anglicanism today.
Photo by Dr Michael Howell, Exec. Dir.

The special orator for the event was a Church of England bishop who has traveled far and wide mesmerizing audiences
wherever Anglicanism has been planted and is celebrated.
(Continued on Page 14)
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Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, the 106th Bishop of Rochester (England) and now the director for the Oxford Centre for
Training, Research, Advocacy and Dialogue, chose as his topic "Ecclesiology at the Crossroads."For three one-hour sessions, the English bishop kept his audience in rapt attention as he spoke eloquently and knowledgably all without benefit
of notes. He was thoroughly conversant with his topic and was able to bring forth a wide variety of facts and weaving in
dates and personages as he fleshed out his topic. He was also very much a part of the overall experience of Forward in
Faith. He blended in as one of many bishops and was accepted as an equal participant, rubbing shoulders with one and all throughout the days and evenings.
The three-day event was undergirded in prayer. The OLS conference room became
many things during the three days, which sped by with incredible speed - change a
wall here or move a table there, and, presto, the room is transformed. It was used as a
chapel for the recitation of Daily Office, a classroom when Bishop Nazir-Ali was
teaching, an assembly hall during FiF-NA business sessions, a comfortable parlor
when Bishop Ackerman was with his beloved FiF-NA family, a television studio for
Anglican TV's recording of the event, an exhibitor's hall for various FiF-NA and Anglo-Catholic ministries and movements, a movie theatre for the playing of the short film "Surprising Merrily," a banquet hall for the breaking of bread, a
parish hall for fellowship and snacks, and a cathedral for the celebration of the closing Eucharist by a Bishop Wantland.
Forward in Faith participants not only looked back over their collective shoulders to see where they have come out of the
spiritual desert of Egypt but also peered forward to see where the Lord is leading them today, tomorrow and beyond.
Bishop Ackerman realized that as a living entity, FiF-NA has changed from being a rigid rule-based organization to an
organism that grows and changes, develops and learns as it matures. Therefore, the canons and constitution of the group
have to reflect the new reality. Rather than trying to remold the FiF-NA Assembly into an organization, the bylaws need
to reflect the liveliness of an organism. So they were tweaked to mirror the fact that Forward in Faith is a loving spiritual
family and not an ecclesial legislative body.
FiF-NA's early DNA goes back to 1972 and the Committee (later Coalition) for the Apostolic Ministry. It then is traced
through the Evangelical Catholic Mission and the Episcopal Synod of America, finally morphing into Forward in Faith
in 1989. Through it all, the Anglo-Catholic voice has remained loud and strong and uncompromising in the face of decadence and decay. Next time the Forward in Faith Assembly meets, it will be to celebrate its silver anniversary with jubilation and prayer. Next year, all eyes will turn toward celebrating FiF-NA's silver anniversary as the strong AngloCatholic voice in the reforming face of American Anglicanism.
Bishop Ackerman has called for help. He has developed a plan where participants can become adjunct members of the
FiF-NA Council and focus on one specified project. The specialized auxiliary ministries include: marketing, securing
advertizing for the Forward in Christ publication, Mission and Outreach for the Myanmar Project, various children's
ministries, writing tracts, interacting with social media such as Facebook and Twitter, fundraising and development,
maintaining the FiF-NA website, developing regional Festival in Faith mini-conferences, and preparing for next year's
joyful silver jubilee celebrating what God has done and is continuing to do with Forward in Faith.
Mary Ann Mueller is a journalist living in Texas. She is a regular contributor to VirtueOnline
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The
is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send
an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com
Thank you!
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