
The Bishop’s Corner 
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 
Last week I returned home from the College of Bishop’s meeting that 

was held in Orlando, Florida with a renewed sense of excitement and 

wonder at all that the Lord is doing in the Anglican Church in North 

America.  We are particularly blessed to be under the authority and 

leadership of the Most Rev. Robert Duncan our Archbishop who 

skillfully and gracefully lead the College through a very busy week 

long schedule.  The Official Communiqué is below but here are some 

of the  specifics that will effect the Diocese of San Joaquin and the 

entire province.  

 

Catechesis Task Force: The Catechesis Task Force has been hard at 

work developing a Catechism for the Anglican Church in North 

America.  This is particularly important because this series of ques-

tions and answers helps to set our identity as a province by training 

up new Anglican Christians in the faith.  What is so exciting is that 

this catechism will not simply be presented in a dry question and an-

swer format (though that will be available) it will be available in,  the 

coming year or two, in an interactive format that will allow the 

teacher (catechist) and student to access scripture, historical data, 

photos, sermons the list goes on and on.  I am particularly proud of 

the role that our own Fr. Lee Nelson of St. John’s, Stockton, has 

played on this Task Force.  Fr. Lee was one of the primary presenters 

and I was very proud of him as he lead the forty-five bishops around 

the room in a skillful presentation of the material for their considera-

tion and input. 

 

Prayer Book Task Force: The College of Bishops celebrated Holy 

Eucharist together twice during the week and did the daily offices 

each day using the proposed liturgies of the Prayer Book Task Force.  

While there is still some work to do and a release date is not yet 

known it was exciting to use those liturgies and to receive a copy of 

the liturgies in PDF format that is being made available to the clergy 

to print up and use in the congregations.    
(Continued on page 3) 
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Feb 1-3 -- Little Brothers & Sisters 

of Sacrifice, ECCO 

 

Feb 1-3 -- Vestry Retreats, ECCO 

 

Feb 8-10 -- Vestry Retreats, ECCO 

 

Feb 12 -- Rural Deans, 10 a.m. – 2 

p.m. 

 

Feb 13 -- Ash Wednesday 

 

Feb 15-18 -- Anglican 4th Day Re-

treat, ECCO 

 

Feb 17 -- Bishop @ St Michael & 

All Angels, Sonora 

 

Feb 24 -- Bishop @ Good Shepherd, 

Henderson, NV 

 

March 2 -- Diocesan Mission Board, 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 



The Foundations Are Laid 
 

[ed. note—the following is a series of historical essays taken from “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin,” Chapter 2, “The Foundations 

Are Laid.”] 

 

ST. PAUL’S, MODESTO (Part 3) 
In March 1959, Fr. Charles Williams assumed the rectorship.  A new rectory was purchased as the old one was too small and needed exten-

sive repairs.  A Council of Advice was formed by June to give voice to all parish groups.  A Memorial Fund was also set up.  The District 

asked St. Paul’s for $28,800 to make progress toward Diocesan status “at a very inopportune time” for the parish, but the Vestry agreed to it 

on a schedule of payments to be determined later.  Fr. Williams had a keen interest in everything happening; activity bubbled up and it was 

clear he needed clergy assistance.  St. Paul’s had grown from 191 communicants in 1945 to 534 in 1960.  Fr. Edward A. Groves,  Jr., a man of 

wide experience, became Associate Rector on February 14, 1960.  Hopes were expressed even then of a parochial mission in Ceres.  The par-

ish had to take out a loan to retire the previous debt and meet the year’s expenses.  In April 1961, the parish invited British Evangelist, Canon 

Bryan Green, co-sponsored by the Modesto Council of Churches, for a 9-day Crusade.  

This was enthusiastically supported, even by Episcopalians.  The title “Associate Rec-

tor” created much confusion, and in May, Fr. Groves presented his resignation as such, 

though he was kept on at the same salary and allowances for some time.  In October, 

Fr. Arthur Beckwith, recently retired from Oakdale, agreed to assist as a “supply 

priest,” not on the “regular parish staff.” 

 

Bishop Walters was urging the creation of another congregation in Modesto at the 

time, but in January 1962, the Vestry told the Bishop that “the mood and atmosphere” 

were not right for the involvement of St. Paul’s staff in such a venture, and urged that 

any other mission be under the Diocese.  At Thanksgiving, the entire offering ws given 

for the new Mission of St. Dunstan.  St. Paul’s was feeling cramped on its property and 

investigated the acquisition of the adjacent city park, the impossibility later forced St. 

Paul’s to relocate.  Bookkeeping became an issue in the Fall of 1964, and in May 1965, 

Fr. Williams submitted his resignation, overwhelmed by personal problems.  It was 

accepted with regret.  Fr. Beckwith supplied, together with the Rev. Norman Van Walterop, a worker priest.  An accounting firm made sev-

eral suggestions to clarify finances. 

 

Dean Malcolm E. McClenaghan was called from Trinity Cathedral, Sacramento, as Rector in September 1965.  He had begun his ministry in 

the Evangelical and United Brethren, then served several mid-Western Episcopal churches and the Cathedral in Kansas City.  In Sacramento 

he helped set up a $3-million housing project for the elderly.  It was said that he blew into St. Paul’s like a fresh wind, “sometimes of hurri-

cane proportions.”  Following trends of the day, he discouraged the existence of guilds because some tended to be cliques; fund-raising ac-

tivities were discouraged, and parishioners were exhorted to give of their own income rather than spend efforts raising money from other 

sources.  He supported faith, study, and prayer groups, and education and service guilds, and the “PEP” (Presbyterian-Episcopal-Program).  

“He did not always carry all parishioners with him in the directions he intended to go, but he fearlessly pursued his goals.”  Hindsight sees 

some wisdom in various of his aims.  The Vestry told him to deal with dissidents by “closing his ears to this group and go(ing) ahead with 

your own plans.”  The rectory was sold and the Rector was given a loan toward a down-payment, relieving the Vestry of that responsibility.  

Financial accounts were put on the national standardized basis.  The EYC worked off its indebtedness of $85 by churchyard work.  Fr. 

McClenaghan encouraged inter-church work with the Westside Neighborhood Center, and support of the Sister Diocese of Botswana. 

 

Early in 1969, after much exploration, St. Paul’s purchased the Bowen Ranch on Oakdale Road, nearer the center of population growth, as a 

new site.  Abandonment of the old property, however, proved difficult.  Severe strain resulted between parish and diocese.  When finally re-

solved, Ralston Tower, quality apartments for low-income elderly, was built on the 17th Street site with the cooperation of several other 

churches.  The park beside it proved to be an asset.  “Stormy weather” for St. Paul’s was not improved for St. Paul’s by introduction of the 

first “trial liturgy” in May, 1969.  By the end of the year, the parish budget was about $7,000 in arrears.  The Vestry suddenly found itself in 

the ranching business with “19 acres of the most undesirable cling peaches in California.”  Leasing and selling parts of the ranch provided 

some solution.  Zoning changes were finally made, and the old property was eventually sold in 1971. 

 

 

 (Cont. on page 4) 
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From “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin” … 



The Bishop’s Corner (Cont. for page 1) 
 
I trust that you will find the liturgies refreshingly familiar but with a twist.  I believe that the Task Force is doing a tre-

mendous job and will soon produce a truly blessed resource for our worship and profession of faith as Anglican Chris-

tians. 

 

Anglican 1000: The provincial Church Planting movement - Anglican 1000 - presented some wonderful material and 

good news.  Over the past three years some 250 new Anglican congregations have been planted in North America (our 

own San Martin, Disciples, Christ Church, St. Anselms, Jesus the Good Shepherd and Jesus Our Savior counted among 

the mix) with new congregations coming on line every month.  I have appointed Fr. Mark Hall of St. Paul’s, Bakersfield 

to by my Church Planting Officer for the diocese and represent me and the diocese as an active member and resource for 

Anglican 1000.  

 

Overlapping Jurisdictions: One important item of discussion deals with the question of Overlapping Jurisdictions - 

where one geographic area will have more than one bishop with oversight of congregations.  Because of the way that the 

ACNA was formed with whole dioceses that had left like San Joaquin joining together with over seas diocese - Nigeria 

(CANA), Rwanda (PEAR USA) - along with the Reformed Episcopal Church that came in as a whole denomination.  

All of that means that in some locations like the New England there may be eight different bishops overseeing congrega-

tions that may be just a couple of miles apart from each other.  It was recognized that there can be difficulties with this 

but that the first step to addressing these difficulties is with communication among the bishops so that when a bishop is 

making a pastoral visit he will seek to communicating with the nearest bishop especially as we look forward to planting 

new churches so that we can combine our resources rather than divide them.  In the San Joaquin Valley this is not much 

of an issue with the exception of one PEAR USA congregation in Modesto.  However on the outskirts of the traditional 

boundaries of the diocese we have REC churches and churches that are under the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  It was for this 

reason that when we launched Epiphany, La Mirada on the Feast of the Epiphany I turned them over to Bishop Thomp-

son of the Diocese of Western Anglicans because he is thirty minutes from them and I am four hours.  We hope to model 

this type of cooperation in the new province.  

 

Task Force on Holy Orders: Significantly, the Archbishop appointed members to a new Task Force on Holy Orders 

and the College approved those appointments.  This new task force is undertaking the task of developing a common the-

ology and understanding of Holy Orders - Deacons, Priests & Bishops - and examining what the role of women in those 

orders should be.  This very important study will help us with a common understanding of ordained ministry and speak 

to the debate over women in holy orders that was never held in the Episcopal Church.  In TEC women where ordained 

irregularly by a bishop acting independently and then the issue was forced upon the church without the theological and 

biblical study that the issue deserves.  The ACNA formed with the bold idea that we are mature Christians who can un-

dertake this study and discussion and come to a godly, reasoned and scholarly decision as we look toward the future of 

the church.  I was appointed and confirmed as a member of this Task Force on Holy Orders and I bid your prayers as we 

undertake this important work.  

 
Along with the above mentioned items the College of Bishops elected new bishops, reinstated bishops whose jurisdic-

tions had left and now returned and did the important work of reconciliation where it was needed. I returned exhausted 

but truly excited about the clarity vision, unity of spirit and openness to serve as one body - the Anglican Church in 

North America! 

 

40th Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade 

 

The following article was written by Bill Atwood D.Ed  a parishioner at Christ Church Oakhurst who writes regularly for 

the Sierra Star newspaper and ran on Thursday, January 17th.  

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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History of the Diocese of San Joaquin (Continued from pate 2)  

 
On August 8, ground was broken for the new church on the former ranch site.  It was an innovative design with the first “triodetic 

dome” on the West Coast.  The building was to give people inside “a feeling of reaching out to the world.”  But the financial crisis 

continued.  In December, with the church nearly built, Fr. McClenaghan announced his resignation, to be effective after dedication 

services on the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, 1972.  Christmas services were held in the new building.  The Rev. Robert Slocum 

was made Interim Priest for 1972.  The old church building was deconsecrated; annexation of the new site by Modesto was voted, and 

many other regular church activities continued unabated. 

 

In November, Fr. Thomas M. Foster was called from Grace 

Church, Westwood, New Jersey, to be Rector.  He was in-

stituted on December 31, 1972, officially beginning his 

Rectorship the next day.  At the Vestry meeting of January 

2, the new roof was reported leaking, in one of the wettest 

winters on record.  Fr. Foster set about the revival of parish 

groups, from ECW to acolytes and ushers.  On September 

16, St. Paul’s hosted a grand service for eight Episcopal 

churches in the area, called “Body Building Day.”  The 

Eucharist, fellowship, games, and entertainment enlivened 

the festal gathering.  The financial picture at St. Paul’s be-

gan to look better.  From the old church many items were 

salvaged and distributed to other parishes and missions be-

fore its demolition. 

 

Stress over issues in the National Church, created problems 

throughout the country.  St. Paul’s Vestry consistently held 

to the norms established by Scripture and Tradition, and 

instructed parish delegates to Convention to do the same.  At the same time, St. Paul’s was moving ahead with the mission work of 

the parish.  The parochial mission in Ceres was encouraged to find property in 1974, and helped in that search by Fr. Foster.  Interest 

in the services of the Church voiced in Patterson (near the west side of the valley) led to a weekday Eucharist and Bible study there, 

conducted by a retired priest, Fr. Albert Collins.  At Easter, St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic parishioners took part in St. Paul’s Paschal 

Meal and warmly responded to the reverent occasion.  In January 1975, the parish hosted a “Faith Alive!” weekend with very positive 

results.  The warm parish family atmosphere and interesting programs have continued to attract new members to St. Paul’s, so that the 

parish is now the largest in the diocese. 

 

In 1976, St. Paul’s hosted the annual Diocesan Convention; Presiding Bishop John Allin was the Guest of Honor.  He told the Con-

vention, “We’re not going to be saved by our projects.  They are only vehicles; we are saved by Jesus Christ.  Our response to Him is 

what God judges us by.”  The parochial missions continued to develop; Charles Threewit was ordained and given charge of Patterson, 

and Fr. William Harvey was assigned to Ceres.  Average weekly attendance rose from 200 in 1972 to 525 in 1976.  Plans and fund-

raising toward the Centennial in 1979 were launched.  This enabled the building of a multi-purpose double classroom in 1977.  The 

parish was deeply sympathetic at this time to those aggrieved by the stresses in the national Church and who felt it necessary to disso-

ciate themselves from the actions of the 1976 General Convention in Minneapolis.  The parish made a renewed commitment to seek 

“Jesus, the Truth.” 

 

Growth in the physical plant and programs, as well as spirituality have been evident over the years as Fr. Foster has striven to give the 

parish a “liberal conservatism” in the Anglican heritage.  Donna Wilson, a parishioner, headed the establishment of a parish school in 

1977, spanning pre-school to sixth grades.  “Family Connections”, an adoption agency, was headed up by Mrs. Audrey Foster, to meet 

the special needs of children.  The parish also adopted two Vietnamese refugee families.  Marriage Encounter, Cursillo, and other re-

newal programs have found wide acceptance at St. Paul’s also.  Marple Manor, a second unit of Ralston Tower, was built in 1984 by 

MACH Co., Modesto Affiliated Church Housing Corporation.  Another fund drive raised enough to build a gymnasium which was 

nearly finished for the 1986 Diocesan Convention.  Parish life has been anything but dull or stagnant under the dynamic leadership of 

Fr. Foster.  He has now been Rector longer than any previous pastor of St. Paul’s.  The stability brought about by his long and re-

sourceful leadership has done much for the congregation.  It gives its membership the courage to “launch out into the deep” with Je-

sus. 

February 2013 
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Fr. Martin Bunsy back home 

Fr. Martin returned to America in late October, right after Bishop Eric's visit  to Laos.  

Fr. Martin is delighted to be reconnected with his family.  He enjoys transporting his 

grandchildren to and from school.  He and Rose watch 2 year old Jocelyn so her 

mother, the Bunsy's daughter, can study hard in the last semester of her RN program. 

 

The Bunsys very appreciative of health insurance 

Thank you, faithful supporters, for donations that covered all the health premiums for 

the Bunsys for the year 2012.  Rose has needed many important medical tests this year, 

and having health insurance enabled them to follow doctors' recommendations.  Praise 

God all the tests results have come back normal!  Thank God for doctors who  worked 

hard to complete the tests before December 31st, 2012, saving the Bunsys thousands of 

dollars. 

 

A time of prayer and seeking the Lord 

Please join the Bunsys in asking God for complete healing for Rose (the doctors are 

still trying to figure out why she has digestive pain), and for God's clear direction for 

the Bunsys' next steps with Lao Mission Project.   

 

A visit to your church 

Call Fr. Martin at 559-704-0714 if you would like him to visit your church.  He totally 

enjoyed his recent visit to St. Mark in Shafter, where he and Susan Shaffner reminisced 

about her month long trip teaching English at the school in Laos in 2006.  When part-

ners in the gospel fellowship together, blessings abound. 

 

In His Grace, 

   Friends of Lao Mission Project 
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The Bishop’s Corner (Cont. from page 3) 
 

They are the aborted babies that die each day thanks to the Supreme Court ruling of 1973 entitled Roe vs. Wade. 56,000,000 

little beautiful precious darling babies. They were somebody’s son or daughter, brother or sister, grandchild or a niece or 

nephew. Our society has been sold a bill of goods with easy language. It isn’t a choice, it’s a baby. 
  

We hear of being “Pro-Choice” and “Pro-life”. I wonder how the fetus would vote. 
  

The operation sounds so very innocent. They call it a procedure and they tell you how inconvenient the baby will be to you. 

They tell you that you are doing the right thing and they treat you kindly. The room is sterile and the staff very friendly. The 

mother is taken into the room and the baby is essentially ripped apart in the process and the fetus is disposed of in one way or 

another. 
  

Then the guilt begins. The women who find themselves trapped with an unwanted pregnancy feel abandoned, alone, chastised 

by family and friends, and they feel desperate. 
  

The procedure happens and they have been able to hide the pregnancy from those who would judge and they get on with their 

lives; or so they think. 
  

While men and women are equal in the eyes of the law they are certainly not the same when it comes to their feelings about 

children. Women are the nurturers of our society, not the men. We men have a role to be sure but it is the women who, for the 

most part, are the ones who have the deeper feelings that are required for the baby to feel that nurturing. 
  

When I have spoken to or heard at lectures the stories of women who have aborted their babies I hear the regret, the sorrow, the 

guilt, the pain, and the sense of loss that they connect with their actions. I don’t believe for a second that any women who 

aborted her child ever forgets that day of the abortion and I can’t imagine that they don’t wonder what the baby would have 

been like. 
  

Imagine if you aborted a baby in 1973 immediately following Roe vs. Wade. That was forty years ago. Your baby would be 

middle-aged, raising your grandchild and spending time with you. If you couldn’t raise the baby and you unselfishly gave that 

baby up for adoption that baby would be 40 years of age and that person and the adoptive parents would be singing your 

praises of the gift of life you provided. 
  

Guys; it’s your baby as well. If you got her pregnant you have responsibilities too. You don’t get to walk away and you need to 

be there with that lady who is the mother of your child and be a responsible parent. 
  

Getting back to the 56,000,000 little ones we did not get to enjoy. 3,000 killed every day and yet many in our society applaud 

the event. Planned Parenthood is proud of the work they do. They abort about `145 babies for every adoption they counsel a 

girl to complete. I really don’t understand the idea of finding it wrong to “give up” you child but socially acceptable to kill that 

baby. I just don’t get it. 
 

A few friends of mine have adopted babies and those children have grown into blessings to their parents and have wonderful 

families. One child of adoption I know was born in 1975, two years after the court ruling. That young man has graduated from 

law school holds a great position in a fine firm and will be getting married this year. He has proven to be a delight to those who 

meet him. It would have been a shame for him to have been aborted. 
 

I agree that not all adoptions turn out with happy ever after endings. That is where we need to turn our energies. To be there to 

help, without the judgments, the mothers caught with an unwanted pregnancy. 
 

This Sunday at 3pm in the Oakhurst Cemetery there will be a Memorial Service to honor the 56,000,000 who have been killed 

in the past 40 year under the ruling that the Supreme Court handed down with their lack of wisdom. 
  

I am proudly Pro-life and proudly Pro-adoption.  It’s a baby; not a choice.” 

 

 

February 2013 
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 Youth Leadership Team 

Formed 
 
 

Bishop Menees has called together a 

very talented group of young diocesan 

leaders who are working together to 

provide an exciting and innovating 

youth ministry in the Diocese of San 

Joaquin.  The team is being headed up 

by Fr. Paul & April Gibbons and ably 

served by Kevin & Cody Ganger, 

Christina Raines, Nicholas Raines, 

Corey & Natalie McLaughlin.  Be-

sides these eight primary leaders there 

are many others who are helping out 

as we look to the future of youth min-

istry.  The vision that Bishop Menees 

laid out for the team is to reinvigorate 

youth ministry in the parish by provid-

ing youth leadership training that will 

provide a life changing encounter with 

Jesus Christ, equip young leaders for 

service in their parishes and provide a 

spark for new youth ministry across 

the diocese.   

 

The four pillars of this ministry will 

be focused around four “retreats/

conferences” - The Well (South & 

North) are weekends for youth grades 

7-12 and will be held in the Spring 

and Fall alternating between the South 

and North ends of the diocese. Sum-

mer will see the reconfiguration of 

Camp H2O and the winter will see the 

forming of a new gathering for Col-

lege & Young Adults. 

 

The first gathering will be The Well South on May 3-5 at St. Mark’s, Shafter.  This will be an exciting and re-

freshing weekend around the theme “Where do you draw your water?” based on the Gospel of John and Jesus’ 

encounter with the Woman at the Well. SO SAVE THE DATE AND ENCOURAGE YOUR YOUTH TO AT-

TEND.  Questions? We have answers - email Fr. Paul Gibbons at GibbonsV@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:GibbonsV@gmail.com
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 Super Bowl Party at ECCO! 

Join us for the game on a BIG screen and help support a local food bank! 

 ECCO is hosting their 2nd annual Super Bowl party on Feb 3rd at 3:00pm in Lyles Dining Hall. Admission is a non-perishable food item 
that ECCO will donate to a local food bank. Limited appetizers and drinks are provided. Please bring a drink or dish to share. The 
game will be broadcasted in HD and on a wall projector. Come make our home your home for this fun and lively event! RSVP 559-
683-8162. 

Upcoming Vestry Retreats 

We are pleased to announce that registration space 

for the Vestry Retreats at ECCO are nearly full. 
Of the two dates offered, Feb 1-3 and 8-10; 
there is only lodge rooms still available during 
the 8-10 dates. There is space in both re-
treats for those commuting or bringing an RV. 
Call Sadie for more information or register 
online at www.eccoyosemite.org . 

Little Brothers and Sisters of Sacrifice Feb 1-3, 
2013 

This retreat, featuring Kelly Ferrari Mills, boasts 

positive enrollment. It runs at the same time as a 

Vestry Retreat and has fully booked lodge rooms. 

RV and commuter spaces are available. For con-

ference details contact Pam Stout at 209-768-

0541. For lodging details contact Sadie at 559-683

-8162. 

 10th Annual Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday, 

March 31, 2013 at 6:30 a.m. 

St. Francis of Assisi Outdoor Chapel at ECCO 

Breakfast follows service - $11 per person 

Reservations required for breakfast No reservations required for Easter Sunrise Service 

 Opera at Oakhurst April 11-15 

Opera at Oakhurst has become a highly praised and consistently successful tradition founded by Bishop John-David Schofield. This April we 
will be comparing, critiquing, and enjoying the romantic voice of opera entitled Bel Canto with Professor Simon Williams. Rooms are 
filling quickly, please contact Kristen for more information at 559-683-8162 or visit our website www.eccoyosemite.org . 

   

February 2013 
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Communique from the College of Bishops 

Ephesians 1:15-23: Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom: For this reason, because I have heard of 

your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give 

thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 

the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

The Anglican Church in North America’s College of Bishops dedicated a week to 

meet together in Orlando, Florida under the leadership of the Most Rev. Robert Dun-

can, Archbishop and Primate, to worship, pray, take counsel together and do Bible 

study. The College was blessed to have a number of special guests, including two 

dozen of the bishops’ wives. Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali served as Biblical expositor, 

focusing on Ephesians and how it shapes our ministry to share the transforming love 

of Jesus Christ in North America. The College was also honored by the presence and 

witness of Bishop Azad Marshall of the Anglican Diocese of Iran. 

Throughout the week, the Bishops pursued healthy ways of working together that fos-

ter greater unity in Christ while honoring the diverse styles and ministries of the dio-

ceses. The College received reports from task forces on a variety of topics: 

Theological Task Force on Holy Orders The College of Bishops approved a Method of Procedure for the Theological Task 

Force on Holy Orders. It includes the following steps: 

Phase 1 of this five-phase procedure was to identify and appoint bishops and other scholars to the Task Force. This is now 

complete. At each subsequent phase, there will a report to and dialogue with the full College of Bishops. 

Phase 2 now begins. The Task Force will explore how the Authority of Scripture functions in the Church, addressing herme-

neutical issues and the role of the Church’s Tradition in biblical interpretation. 

Phase 3 will explore the nature of the Church, clarifying the meaning of ordained Ministry and considering how the structure 

of the Church’s ordained Ministry relates to the whole. 

In Phase 4 the Task Force will discuss the arguments, pro and con, related to the ordination of women, considering the rele-

vant Scriptural texts and historical arguments, and reviewing studies conducted within and without the Anglican tra-

dition. 

In Phase 5 the Task Force will submit a report to the GAFCON/FCA International Theological Commission (ITC). 

Following a review of comments received from GAFCON/FCA, the ITC and the ecumenical partners of the ACNA, the final 

report and recommendations of the Task Force will be submitted to the College of Bishops. 

The Task Force is committed to perform its mandate thoroughly and in a timely manner. 

Cont. on Page 11 
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Retreat: Little Brothers & Sisters of Sacrifice 
When 
Feb 1 – 3, 2013 
Where 
ECCO (map) 
Description 
Please join the Little Brothers and Sisters of Sacrifice at a Winter 
Retreat 
 
February 1-3, 2013 at ECCO 
(Check in at 4 pm Friday and will end after breakfast on Sunday) 
 
Featuring Retreat Leader ~ Kelly Ferrari Mills “Jesus in the Old Testament” 
 
International Worship Leader, Biblical Teacher and Missionary, Kelly Ferrari 
Mills has called people around the world to passionate, repentant worship of 
Yeshua (Jesus) our Messiah, who is God and Lord over all. Her anointed music 
and teaching brings people into intimacy with Him. Steeped in the richness 
of the Torah, Kelly brings exciting, profound teaching of the Scriptures from a 
Hebraic understanding - through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Cost $89.00 per person through ECCO 

ANGLICAN 4TH DAY NEWS 
 

2013 Meeting Schedule – all meetings the 3rd Saturday of each month, except Dec. 
 

February 16th – ECCO – During President’s Day Retreat 

March 16th – St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest 

April 20th – St. Luke’s, Merced 

May 18th – St. Jude’s, Tehachapi 

June 15th – St. Mary’s, Fresno 

July 20th – St. Paul’s, Bakersfield 

August 17th – St. Jude’s, Tehachapi 

September 21st – St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest 

October 19th – St. Mary’s, Fresno 

November 16th – St. Luke’s, Merced 

 

(All Meetings:  Secretariat at 10 AM; Lunch at 11:30; Ultreya at 1 PM) 

  

In Christ, 

Christine Miller, 4th Day Lay Director 

(4thdayluvr@gmail.com)  
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Communique from the College of Bishops (Continued from Page 9) 

 

Development of Prayer Book Liturgies: The College of Bishops encouraged 

and supported the ongoing work of the Prayer Book and Common Liturgy Task 

Force. The College worshiped using the Task Force’s draft liturgies and guided 

and gave specific comment on the important and prayerful work the Task Force 

has done thus far. The College used and discussed two draft Holy Communion 

liturgies and drafts of both Morning and Evening Prayer. 

The College also received Draft 3.0 of the proposed Ordinal for Bishops, 

Priests and Deacons. The College was encouraged by adjustments the commit-

tee had incorporated as a result of comments arising out of the College’s provi-

sional use of the Ordinal. Further adjustments of style still need to be made. 

The expectation is that the Ordinal, once approved, will be used in its entirety 

and not combined with other ordinals. 

The College reaffirmed the commitment expressed in the Constitution of the 

Province to permit use of all the authorized prayer books and liturgies of the founding jurisdictions of the Province. 

The Task Force will submit the draft liturgies to our ecumenical partners for their review and comment. 

The College continues to commend the work of the Task Force and prayerfully looks forward to the day when the Prov-

ince will have its own Book of Common Prayer. 

Overlapping dioceses: The report on overlapping dioceses brought into focus both the excitement of the growth of this 

new missionary province in North America and the challenges of bringing us into conformity with historic Anglican 

practice. The goal of the work is to organize each region for the long-term sustainability of the movement in recogniz-

able, godly Anglican Church structures. 

Mission development has been structured through both geographical and affinity based dioceses and networks. A map 

of all 951 churches of the Anglican Church in North America helped the bishops to identify 11 regions of overlapping 

mission work among the various jurisdictions of the Province. Bound together by the Holy Spirit in historic faith and 

Gospel mission, we trust that these challenges will result in enhanced collaboration, responsive structures and ministry 

oversight, with better sharing of resources, clearer communication and more profound unity in the mission that we 

share. 

The Ecumenical Relations Task Force: The Ecumenical Relations Task Force, chaired by the Rt. Rev. Ray R. Sutton, 

reported a number of exciting new developments. In its work with catholic jurisdictions, the Task Force was told by the 

second highest ranking bishop in the Russian Orthodox Church, the Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev of Volokolamsk, 

that Orthodox dialogue with the Anglican Communion in North America would be directed through the Anglican 

Church in North America. In addition, Archbishop Robert Duncan and Bishop Sutton were invited with Archbishop 

Eliud Wabukala, Anglican Primate of Kenya and Chair of the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (GAFCON/FCA), to 

have a public audience in Rome with Pope Benedict XVI on November 28, 2012. The delegation was cordially and gra-

ciously received and it was an occasion for good conversation. It is hoped that this visit will foster enhanced relations 

between Anglicans and Roman Catholics. 

Cont on page 14 

February 2013 
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When will Justin Welby officially become Archbishop of Canterbury? 
 

Canterbury Cathedral. Photo: Hans Musil 

Tuesday 1st January 2013 

Dr Rowan Williams, 104th Archbishop of Canterbury, stepped down from the position on 31st December 2012. 

Justin Welby, Bishop of Durham, was named as his successor on 9th November 2012.  

 

Bishop Justin’s name was submitted to the Prime Minister by 

the Crown Nominations Commission after a consultation proc-

ess to determine the needs of the diocese, the Church of Eng-

land and the Anglican Communion. Consideration of the can-

didates took place over several months, then the Commis- sion 

voted to identify a recommended candidate and a second ap-

pointable candidate.  These names went forward to the 

Prime Minister. 

In this case the recommended candidate was Justin Welby, 

Bishop of Durham. The Queen approved Justin Welby for elec-

tion to the position of Archbishop of Canterbury, and an an-

nouncement was made by 10 Downing Street on 9th November 2012. 

On 10th January 2013, the College of Canons will meet in the Chapter House of Canterbury Ca-

thedral to elect Bishop Justin as the new Archbishop, having received a Congé d’Elire from the 

Crown confirming that the See of Canterbury is vacant. 

A legal ceremony, the Confirmation of Election, will take place on 4th February 2013 at St 

Paul's Cathedral. The Dean of Canterbury will confirm to a commission of diocesan bishops that 

Bishop Justin has been elected according to statute. At this point, the office of Archbishop is 

conferred on Justin Welby - until then he remains Bishop of Durham. 

The Enthronement will take place on 21st March 

2013 at Canterbury Cathedral. The new Archbishop 

will be placed on two thrones - the diocesan throne 

in the Cathedral Quire as the Bishop of the Diocese 

of Canterbury, and the Chair of St Augustine as 

Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 



THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th January, A.D. 2013 

Feast of the Epiphany 

    

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

In Acts 1:8 Jesus says, "And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and  

Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth." This is each Christian's call to engage in mission at  

every geographical level, from local to global. 

  

The coming together of the Anglican Church in North America presented an unparalleled  

opportunity for our life together with new patterns and commitments to spread the Gospel  

to the ends of the earth. From our very first year, I established the Last Sunday after  

Epiphany to be observed each year as World Mission Sunday. In 2013 that day will be  

Sunday, February 10. On that day I am asking all ACNA churches to highlight this call to  

world mission through prayers, testimonies, stewardship and education. 

  

I would also like to ask your congregations to collect a special world mission offering on  

that day to support the work of one of the Anglican Global Mission Partners (AGMP).  

AGMP is a network of 32 non-profit Anglican global mission-committed entities. Their  

vision is to see an Anglican Church in North America that is passionately committed to  

preach the Gospel and to make disciples of all nations in the name of Jesus Christ. Please  

contact any of these agencies for additional resources, speakers and testimonies that will  

bless your congregation immeasurably by sharing their Gospel work around the world. 

  

Thank you for your partnership in proclaiming the gospel with both word and deed  

throughout the world. 

 

  

Yours in Christ, 

 

The Most Reverend Robert William Duncan, D.D. 

Archbishop of the Anglican Church in North America 

Anglican Bishop of Pittsburgh 

February 2013 
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(Communique from the College of Bishops page 11) 

On the evangelical side of the kingdom of God, new efforts have begun with Messianic Jewish brothers and sisters. CMJ-

USA, whose National Director is the Rev. Canon Daryl Fenton, former Canon to Archbishop Duncan, is partnering with ten 

ACNA congregations to launch pilot programs for reaching Jewish people with the Gospel. Already Messianic Jewish con-

gregations have begun to meet in several ACNA parishes. In other work with evangelicals, the Rev. Canon Phil Ashey re-

lated how a new ecumenical coalition of confessing Christians has formed, with representatives from Evangelical Presbyte-

rians, Good News Methodists, Lutherans, Anglicans and other evangelical groups. This coalition adopted an agreed upon 

statement: “Jesus Christ: Our Common Ground and Common Cause.” (See the Anglican Church in North America web-

site). 

Relationships, Reconciliation, and Election of New Bishops: There was deep, honest, and profound conversation among the 

bishops as the College pursued Biblical patterns of reconciliation. There were apologies, conversations, tears and prayers 

for healing. One result was the restoration of Bishops Thad Barnum, Terrell Glenn and Todd Hunter back into full fellow-

ship of the College. 

Meeting in consecrated space, the College also approved the consecrations of the Rev. Quigg Lawrence (Atlantic Regional 

Network of PEARUSA), the Rev. Ken Ross (Western Regional Network of PEARUSA), the Very Rev. Clark Lowenfield 

(ACNA Diocese of the Western Gulf Coast in Formation). 

In addition, the College confirmed the election of the Rt. Rev. Charlie Masters as Bishop Coadjutor of the Anglican Net-

work in Canada, and received into the College the Rt. Rev. Frank Lyons, former Bishop of Bolivia, as Assistant Bishop in 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

These elections confirm both the wonderful growth and the healing of relationships that are taking place in the Anglican 

Church in North America. “The ministry of the new bishops will provide episcopal care and oversight in regional networks 

for clergy and parishes and sustain and expand our mission as a growing movement of healthy, reproducing Anglican 

churches,” said Bishop Steve Breedlove of PEARUSA  Catechesis Task Force: The Catechesis Task Force, chaired by the 

Rev. Dr. Jack Gabig, presented a first draft of a new Catechism. The College was greatly encouraged by this work and of-

fered direction to ensure that the Catechism fully expresses the transforming work of the Gospel, the sacramental life of the 

Church and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Anglican1000 The Rev. Alan Hawkins, Vicar of Anglican1000, reported on the exciting work of church planting, sharing 

the plan by which fulfillment of the vision of planting 1000 churches in five years is a real possibility. 

Anglican Relief and Development Fund: Mrs. Nancy Norton, Executive Director of the Anglican Relief and Development 

Fund, shared about the important work of ARDF. In addition to the dynamic growth of ARDF in the U.S., ARDF-Canada 

and ARDF-Australia have been established. 

International Relations: We noted the communication of the House of Bishops of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Com-

munion) concerning the recent decision of the House of Bishops in the Church of England to allow those in civil partner-

ships to be eligible to serve as bishops. This impacts both the doctrine of marriage and that of episcopacy. The Nigerian 

bishops wrote: 

When the Church of England failed to exercise its legal and moral right to opt out of the civil partnerships legislation in 

2005 warnings were given in England and around the Anglican Communion that this was a first step towards the recogni-

tion and institutionalization of behaviour contrary to the plain teaching of scripture and reaffirmed for all Anglicans by the 

1998 Lambeth Conference in its Resolution 1.10. Sadly those warnings were ignored and we now face the next step in a 

process that could very well shatter whatever hopes we had for healing and reconciliation within our beloved Commun-

ion… 

Continued on page 15 
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Communique from the College of Bishops (Continued from page 14) 

As a House of Bishops, while we acknowledge that we all fall short of God’s call to holiness, we dare not compromise the 

clear teaching of our Lord on faithfulness within Holy Matrimony and chastity outside of it. Sadly we must also declare 

that if the Church of England continues in this contrary direction we must further separate ourselves from it and we are 

prepared to take the same actions as those prompted by the decisions of The Episcopal Church (USA) and the Anglican 

Church of Canada ten years ago. 

The College agreed with the principle articulated in the Windsor Report that “what affects the communion of all should be 

decided by all.” The experience in North America has been that that the theological departures from historic Anglican 

norms have brought devastating consequences. The admonishment from the Nigerian Bishops will, if heeded, avoid further 

anguish. 

The Task Force on Religious Freedom and Islam: This January marks the 40th remembrance of legalized abortion in the 

United States. For a country so rich in Christian heritage, the reality of 55 million aborted children scars our land and de-

mands our attention. When the foundations of the Anglican Church in North America were laid, we acknowledged the 

sanctity of life and the sin of abortion (Canon II.8.3-4). This January, the Archbishop and at least fourteen bishops of the 

Anglican Church in North America will participate in the March for Life in Washington, DC and attend the ‘Silent No 

More’ program at the United States Supreme Court. 

In additional to matters of religious freedom, the College heard from Bishop Azad Marshall and Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali 

who spoke about challenges of resurgent Islam and addressed issues of suffering, persecution and mission. We were en-

couraged as Bishop Marshall shared inspiring reports of ministry in the Gulf, Pakistan and Iran. 

February 2013 
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‘MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS’ 
Manteca Anglicans recall Bethlehem, Newton tragedies 
 

By Jason Campbell 

Reporter 

Campbell@mantecabulletin.com 

209-249-3544 

POSTED December 29, 2012 3:15 a.m. 

 

On the surface it might have seemed that the service Friday night at St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church memorializing the vic-

tims of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary came a tad late. By the time that Deacon Lee Johnson got up in front of a small 

gathering of parishioners and recited a 12-page homily that described in detail each of those killed in the tragedy that shook the 

country, two weeks had officially passed – enough time for funerals and national moments of silence and coordinated efforts across 

the country to honor those that were slain.  

 

But Friday’s service had a special meaning – a Biblical connection in remembrance of “The Massacre of the Innocents” in which 

Herrod the Great executed all of the infant males in Bethlehem to thwart any attempt on his throne as the Roman appointed King of 

the Jews. Those that were killed are considered the first Christian martyrs, and according to Johnson, out of the darkness and horror 

of that daylight emerged.   Jesus Christ – believed to be the true King of the Jews – escaped to Egypt and avoided Herrod’s wrath.  

 

“It’s something that’s so senseless and tragic – we try and imagine the sorrow of the mothers of Bethlehem,” she said, quoting from 

the Gospel of Matthew – ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to 

be comforted, because they are no more.’ “All over the world this year we saw and imagined the sorrow of those mothers of Con-

necticut – refusing to be comforted because they are no more.  

 

“We imagined the sorrow of those fathers and brothers and sisters and aunts and uncles and grandparents and faced the realization 

that evil is so profoundly real. Is there any comfort for these mothers of Bethlehem or these mothers of Newtown? There is – the 

one that got away.” Johnson was emotional as she closed the ceremony – reading off the names of each of the 26 victims and giv-

ing a brief description of what they were like before a gunman entered the school and changed the small New England community 

forever.  

 

She talked about 7-year-old Daniel Barden – who lost his two front teeth in his fearless pursuit of happiness.  

 

She mentioned 7-year-old Josephine Gay – who enjoyed riding her bike up and down the street and setting up lemonade stands in 

the summer.  

 

And she talked about 7-year-old Jack Pinto – the avid sports fan who was laid to rest in the jersey of New York Giants wide re-

ceiver Victor Cruz.  

 

Pictures of each of the victims were adorned on a card with a description. Johnson encouraged each person in attendance to take 

one home with them and pray for the families and those deeply affected by the tragedy.  

 

“Two weeks ago I watched with horror and tears and these names and faces have been etched into my memory,” she said.  

mailto:Campbell@mantecabulletin.com


The San Joaquin Anglican is published 

monthly by The Anglican Diocese of San 

Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for considera-

tion anytime; Contributions must be re-

ceived by the 20th of the month for possible 

inclusion in the newsletter in the following 

month.  
 

Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com 
 

Thank you! 
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Link to Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric 

Menees. To subscribe, send an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org. 

Transitions  
 

We welcome those elected to leadership positions at convention and in the pre-deanery meetings:  
 

Standing Committee: Dr. Bill Atwood, Fr. Woodrow Gubuan, Mr. Steven Barrington-Oates & the Rev. Dcn. 

Jane Williams.  

Provincial Representatives: Mr. Michael Moore & Archdeacon Francie Levy 

Diocesan Council: Mr. John Pryor, Mr. John Minney, Fr. Ron Parry & Fr. Lee Nelson.  
 

Special thanks to Fr. Wes Clare who has stepped down from the position of Rural Dean in the Sierra Deanery so that he 

could dedicate more time to the St. Jude’s and his Chaplaincy in the Air National Guard.   
 

Welcome to Fr. Townsend Waddill who Bishop Menees appointed to Rural Dean of the Sierra Deanery.  
 

We welcome Ms. Tania Pacheco as the new Diocesan Administrator/Administrative Assistant to the Bishop.  Ms. 

Pacheco is a doctoral candidate at UC San Francisco due to receive her Ph.D in Sociology in June of 2013, she holds a 

certificate in Non-Profit Management and is a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Her email address is: administra-

tor@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net 
 

Fr. Jim Stout began his ministry as Interim Vicar at St. James & St. Michael’s, Sonora.  
 

Fr. David Brown began his ministry as Interim Vicar at St. Augustine, Hollister.  
 

Fr. Jim Rouse has begun working with a group of laypeople in Tulare that we pray will be the seeds of a new church 

plant in Tulare.  
 

Fr. Richard Menees (no relation to Bp. Menees) has begun his ministry as long-term supply at St. Andrews, Lancaster.  
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