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The Bishop’s Corner
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees

In my initial address to convention of 2011, I put forth a bold
vision stating my belief that we are called to be Disciples of
Christ making Disciples of Christ, Congregations planting other
congregations, Deaneries planting deaneries and a Diocese that
plants other dioceses. To that end I am thrilled to announce that
the diocese is working with the Fresno Deanery to begin a new
ministry to begin at Fresno State University with the goal of
planting a new congregation made up of Students, Staff and
Faculty. This will not be a traditional congregation as you can
imagine but our prayer is that it will have all the elements of a
church - people gathered weekly to sing God’s praises, pray together, hear God’s Word faithfully preached and receive the
sacraments of the Lord faithfully administered.

April 29-May 1 – Clergy
Conference at ECCO
May 3-5 – Well South Youth
Retreat at St Mark’s, Shafter
May 5 – Bishop at St Mark’s,
Shafter
May 7 – Rural Deans, 10 a.m.
May 12 (Mother’s Day) – Bishop
at Disciples, Anaheim

This is a bold and uncharted area for us but the old saying - May 18 – Diocesan Council,
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
“nothing ventured nothing gained” rings true for. Christina
Raines of St. James Cathedral is working closely with me and
May 19 (Pentecost) – Bishop at St
Fr. Mark Hall our Church Planting Officer. Christina is pulling
Francis, Turlock
together a team of parishioners from the Fresno Deanery. Over
the summer they will pull together and look towards having a May 26 (Trinity) – Bishop at
strong presence on campus in the fall.
St Peter’s, Kernville
We are working with an initial Vision & Mission which are:
(Continued on page 3)

Upcoming:
June 1 – Diocesan Missions
Board, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

From “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin” …
The Foundations Are Laid
[ed. note—the following is a series of historical essays taken from “History of the Diocese of San Joaquin,” Chapter 2, “The Foundations
Are Laid.”]

ST. PAUL’S, VISALIA (part 2)
January 1, 1929, saw Edward Joseph Batty in the position of Vicar of both Visalia and Tulare. He retired in October 1931. For 1932, a Lay Reader, Mr. Vernon Brown, was the only listed person from
Visalia in the Convocation Journal. In 1933, Duncan G. Porteous was ordained Deacon, to serve
Visalia. Just a year later he was ordered Priest in Hanford. He served as Vicar of Visalia until February 1945, when he resigned to become Rector of St. Stephen’s, Colusa.
Typically, the women of St. Paul’s have always had a vital role in maintenance of the church. Their
position on the Vestry was debated and voted down with one dissent; ten minutes later, the Vestry
thought better and reversed itself, electing two of the women to join the Vestry. An example of the
many activities of Church Service league (predecessor of the Women’s Auxiliary and Episcopal
Church Women) may be seen in 1934, in the depths of the Great Depression .They brought three new
members into the Church, sent a Lenten box to Alaska and an Advent box to a retired priest, made ten
shirts for the Red Cross, made eleven choir caps, purchased a burse and veil for the chalice, held four
parish dinners, and decorated and furnished the kitchen in the parish hall.
In April 1945, The Rev. Victor Manuel Rivera accepted the position as Rector of St. Paul’s. A native
of Puerto Rico, the son of an Episcopal priest, trained at Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, California, he spoke English heavily accented with his mother tongue, Spanish. An unlikely
choice, one might imagine, nevertheless, he remained as faithful pastor and church-builder for one of the longest tenures in the history of the
diocese. His energy is legendary and equally as important, infectious. He succeeded in conveying his hopes and dreams for St. Paul’s to its
Vestry. Within two years he had Vestry approval to inquire about plans for a new church building. In March 1947, a new rectory was purchased on West Center Street, and in October, two lots at Center and Hall were purchased. Even before plans for the new building were completed, Miss Mettie Webb donated old stained glass windows from St. James’ Church, Philadelphia. The Encina Street property was sold,
and in 1948, trucks moved the parish hall to the new site. Brick by brick, the new building was raised; much of the labor being done by the
Rector and parishioners. On September 11, 1949, Bishop Waters dedicated it.
Continued growth of St. Paul’s and of Visalia made necessary the building of a new
wing to the parish hall. This was done in 1953. A patio and arcade were added,
joining these. The Baby-boom brought the parish hall facilities to bursting, and the
parish to another building campaign. Additional property was purchased in 1961,
and in 1962, the new Sunday School building was finished and dedicated to God
and in memory of Henry White a devoted parishioner.
At this time, the clergy staff was increased when the Rev. John Wilcox became Associate Rector, in charge of Christian Education and college work at the College of
the Sequoias. No only was the physical plant increased, but the numerous organizations involved parishioners and non-parishioners in a great variety of programs for
outreach and service. Many of the non-parishioners thus involved soon found themselves active churchmen.
Victor Rivera was also long-time Secretary-Registrar of the Convocation of San
Joaquin, involved in all manner of District offices, and it was little surprise when he was elected Third Bishop of San Joaquin in 1968. He
left St. Paul’s in mid-summer to prepare for his consecration in September. Happily, his aged father was able to be present for this occasion.
Subsequently, St. Paul’s Vestry called the Rev. Stanley Sinclair as the next Rector. He had served a number of posts in the Diocese prior to
his call. He remained at Visalia until 1973 when he was called as Rector of the church in San Gabriel. Later he returned to his native Canada. After Fr. Sinclair, the Rev. Donald Cole was called from the Diocese of Nevada and assumed his duties as Rector in August, 1973. Additional property adjacent to the church has been gradually acquired for much needed parking space, and the fine facility designated as Rivera
Hall. St Paul’s has continued to grow under Fr. Cole’s able leadership, and has established a parochial mission of St. Barnabas.
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The Bishop’s Corner (Cont. from page 1)

Vision
"To plant an Anglican Church at FSU in order to raise up new disciples of Christ to bless and be blessed by the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; the FSU community, our mother churches and the community
around."
Mission
"We will plant a church by laying a foundation of prayer, building relationships with students, faculty and
staff, hold evensong on campus and forming small groups."
I bid your prayers as we begin this ministry which is being made up of all volunteers with no money, no previous experience and no on campus contacts. However, given the success of the Apostles who also were volunteers without experience or contacts I think our chances are pretty good. Why? Because God the Holy Spirit
opens doors and empowers his people with every good gift. I would ask your prayers for Christina and her
team but also for the men and woman at FSU who do not yet know Christ but will soon.
Blessings,
Bishop Menees

ANGLICAN 4TH DAY NEWS
2013 Meeting Schedule – all meetings the 3rd Saturday of each month, except Dec.
May 18th –
St. Jude’s, Tehachapi
th
June 15 –
St. Mary’s, Fresno
July 20th –
St. Paul’s, Bakersfield
th
August 17 –
St. Jude’s, Tehachapi
September 21st – St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest
October 19th – St. Mary’s, Fresno
November 16th – St. Luke’s, Merced
(All Meetings: Secretariat at 10 AM; Lunch at 11:30; Ultreya at 1 PM)
Please be in prayer for our movement.
We desire to offer this wonderful discipleship tool to all who will come!
In Christ,
Christine Miller, 4th Day Lay Director(4thdayluvr@gmail.com)
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Youth Leadership Team Formed
Bishop Menees has called together a very talented group of young diocesan leaders who are
working together to provide an exciting and innovating youth ministry in the Diocese of San
Joaquin. The team is being headed up by Fr.
Paul & April Gibbons and ably served by Kevin
& Cody Ganger, Christina Raines, Nicholas
Raines, Corey & Natalie McLaughlin. Besides
these eight primary leaders there are many others
who are helping out as we look to the future of
youth ministry. The vision that Bishop Menees
laid out for the team is to reinvigorate youth
ministry in the parish by providing youth leadership training that will provide a life changing
encounter with Jesus Christ, equip young leaders
for service in their parishes and provide a spark
for new youth ministry across the diocese.
The four pillars of this ministry will be focused
around four “retreats/conferences” - The Well
(South & North) are weekends for youth grades
7-12 and will be held in the Spring and Fall alternating between the South and North ends of
the diocese. Summer will see the reconfiguration
of Camp H2O and the winter will see the forming of a new gathering for College and Young
Adults.
The first gathering will be The Well South on
May 3-5 at St. Mark’s, Shafter. This will be an
exciting and refreshing weekend around the
theme “Where do you draw your water?” based
on the Gospel of John and Jesus’ encounter with
the Woman at the Well. SO SAVE THE DATE
AND ENCOURAGE YOUR YOUTH TO ATTEND. Questions? We have answers - email Fr.
Paul Gibbons at GibbonsV@gmail.com.
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The Season ahead
After 18 years of ministry in Laos, Fr. Martin and Rose are entering the season to transfer the leadership of Lao Mission Project. They are
seeking the Lord on the details of timing and oversight, but they are clear that sometime in the next three years their permanent home will
be in America near their children. Fr. Martin returned to Laos April 6 th and will continue mentoring their leadership team and encouraging
the many Lao people who have come to know our Lord Jesus.
The Anglican Diocese of Singapore, which has the spiritual oversight of Laos, has recently installed a new bishop and a new dean of Laos.
Please pray for ministries to deepen between the Diocese of Singapore and the Diocese of San Joaquin.
Financial accounting

Lao Ministry M. Bunsy Account
Diocese of San Joaquin, January 2013
Opening Balance 1/1/13

Jacob's Farm Account
Diocese of San Joaquin, January- March 2013
Opening Balance 1/1/13
Donations
Expenses
Ending Balance 3/31/13

Donations

$5,174.00
$100.00
0
$5,324.00

$16,856.94
$807.63

Anthem Blue Cross Premium

-$2,917.00

St. Agnes Medical Center

-$3,907.93

Postage
Closing Balance 3/31/13

-$2.25
$10,837.39

The pressing needs for the Bunsys during this season of transition are health insurance premiums. Their monthly premiums have increased
since last July from $552 to $767. They also accrued medical expenses in 2012. Thanks to the generosity of the people and congregations
of this Diocese, $3900 was available to write a check to St. Agnes and pay off the balance. The remaining $10,837 in the Diocesan account
for the Bunsy's will be able to cover 14 months of health insurance premiums.
Finishing Strong
The Bunsy's work in Laos is not finished.
Many people have loved and supported the Bunsys faithfully through the years. Please continue to support them through this transition
time. The Diocese will continue to collect donations for their health insurance, medical needs, and project operating costs.
Donations for the Bunsy's personal support for their food, lodging, and travel are handled through Global Teams. For details see
www.global-teams.net. Many people and churches in the Diocese have sent contributions for the Bunsys through Global Teams and we
encourage everyone to continue this extremely important partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Let us help the Bunsys finish strong!
Friends of Lao Mission Project
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ECCO May Events
Mothers Day High Tea
May 12, 2013 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Treat Mom to a fun filled day at ECCO, where we will be serving three courses
of tasty goodies and delicious tea!
Course One:
Savories Assorted Fingertip Sandwiches including; Egg Salad, Cucumber, Tuna and Chicken Salad
Asparagus Puffs, Mini Quiche, Sausage Rolls
Course Two:
Scones & Breads Warm Fresh Baked Scones with Homemade Jam and Devonshire Cream
Blueberry Muffins and Banana Nut Bread
Course Three:
Sweets & Desserts - Fresh Seasonal Fruit, a Variety of Fresh Braked Sweets and Homemade
Chocolate Truffles, Russian Teacakes, Pound Cake, Cookies and Homemade Chocolate Truffles.
Your choice of Fresh Brewed Hot Tea, Coffee, Iced Tea and lemonade.
$15 per person Reserve a table of 8 for the price of 7
Door Prizes and Raffle Item
Reservations required
For Information and Reservations please call 559-683-8162 ASAP to save a seat!
Kristen Cook
Program Coordinator
Evergreen Conference Center Oakhurst
43803 Hwy 41
Oakhurst, CA 93644
ph. 559.683.8162
fax. 559.683-4971
www.ECCOyosemite.org
ecco5@sti.net
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Assembly 2013 -It's time to Register!

FIFNA ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
July 17-19, 2013
Where: National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL (St.
Louis area-Lambert Airport)
Theme: ECCLESIOLOGY AT THE CROSSROADS
Speaker: Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, President of OXTRAD (Oxford
Centre for Training, Research, Advocacy and Dialogue) and 106th
Bishop of Rochester (UK)
Registration form: (See following page)
Registration fee: $300 per person or $500 for two sharing a
room (Includes registration, room for two nights and meals)
)
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ECCLESIOLOGY
AT THE CROSSROADS
FIFNA’S 2013 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
Cost: $300 per person or $500/two sharing a room
(Includes registration, room for two nights and meals)

Total Enclosed:$ ____________Single room/ I’m sharing a room with:______________________
Payment method: Check # ____________ Credit card: MC/VISA/DISC /I’ve paid online at fifna.org
CC #_________________________________________________ Expires:__________________
(Not needed if paid online)
Name__________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________
Phone________________________________
Email__________________________________________________________________________
Home Parish: _____________________________ Jurisdiction ____________________________
(ACNA, MDAS, TEC, etc.)
Any special needs (physical or dietary)? ______________________________________________
Please accept my donation toward registration scholarships: _______________________________

Please mail or scan/email this form and payment to:
Forward in Faith, North America
P.O. Box 210248
Bedford, TX 76095-7248
Email: Julia.Smead@fifna.org
Questions? Call 800-225-3661
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On Saturday, April 13, St. Nicholas decided to host a fun "hot dog" give-a-way day for the
school kids and families for the school next door. We felt it was putting part of our mission
statement to work in " sharing God's love......" We all had a great time!!! Sharing some pictures with you,

Kim Selleck,
St Nicholas, Atwater

May 2013

THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN

Page 9

Link to Bishop’s Note series-Bishop's Note

The
is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send
an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com
Thank you!
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