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The Bishop’s Corner
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees

Merry Christmas! Those sweet words echoed throughout the
Cathedral on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day as we gathered to give thanks to God for a love more profound that we
could even imagine or comprehend.
I recall as a boy those Christmas mornings when I would wait
with bated breath to hear my parents stirring giving me the signal that it was OK to go downstairs to find out what was under
the Christmas Tree.
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January 2-5—
Bishop at Anglican 4th
Day Weekend at ECCO

As a child it was all about me and what I would receive at
Christmas. As I grew older I discovered the truth of Jesus'
words, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." However
to receive the fullest meaning of Jesus words, we should look
at that quote in it's context. St. Paul is on his Third Missionary
Journey and he's called the Elders of Ephesus together to share
with them the work he's done as an example. As always St.
Paul doesn't use his ministry as the highest example but that of
Jesus. Here is the whole quote from Acts 20:35. "
In all things
I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” We are called to pour out ourselves for Jesus by helping those who are weak and alone and in doing so we receive
such a blessing.

January 6-10—
Bishop at College of
Bishops meeting

Years ago I was the chaplain at The Bishop's School in San
Diego. A requirement of the school was for students to do a
certain number of service hours each semester and to complete
a specific number of hours in order to graduate. Often kids
would grumble and moan and many seniors were caught needing a lot of hours in order to fulfill their requirements.

January 27-30—
Bishop at Clergy Retreat
In Fort Worth, TX

(Continued on page 4)

January 18—
Diocesan Council, 10 AM
to 2 PM
January 19—
Bishop at St Paul’s,
Visalia
January 25—
Bishop at Walk for Life
West Coast in San Fran
cisco, CA

January 31-Feb 2—Diocesan
Vestries Retreat, ECCO

It has been a very busy Advent Season for Grace Anglican Church!
After a season of change and transition to a new location,
we knew that it was time to reach out and touch our community.
First, we took part in the Annual Tree Lighting Festival
for the City of Turlock. This outreach took us to the
streets to give away over 300 cups of hot chocolate, 450
treat bags to children and close to 600 printed invitations
to our Lessons & Carols and Christmas Eve Services. It
was a time of renewing relationships with our town and
making new friends as well. We had the opportunity to
minister in prayer for some and also heard many words of support
and encouragement from our brothers and sisters in Christ that have
kept us in their prayers since we became Grace Anglican. We cohosted a Christmas Craft Faire with members of First Christian
Church (our incredibly gracious "landlords") on a Saturday Dec. 14th.
The very next evening, we had Christian Music Hall of Fame artist
Randy Stonehill for a concert which included Advent Lessons
and readings. It was a grand night
that allowed us to open the church to
many visitors. His gifted words and
music set a special tone for the night
which became less of a concert and
more of a time of worship. "We had
church." Many thanks to a dear friend
of the parish, Mike Martin for helping
immensely!

(Continued on Page 3)
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And finally, as part of my duties as a Police/Fire Chaplain; I am visiting our community as the "Blue Santa". My wife, Karin is ringing the bell for the Salvation
Army twice weekly too. Others from the Parish are also involved in local work.

Grace Anglican has determined to intentionally make Turlock our Parish Mission
Field. And even more specifically, we are each setting a five-foot circle around
ourselves as a Personal Mission Field when we are out and about.

Here's a place to start: build the habit of once each week simply saying, "God
bless you. Thank you." to someone in your circle - whether it is the barista at
your local coffee shop, the clerk at the market or restaurant staff where you are
enjoying a meal.

This is the season of Christ Incarnate. Go and incarnate Christ in you!

God love you,
Fr. Gerry Grossman
Grace Anglican Church, Turlock
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To assist them I would lead a weekend long service project in Tijuana working with Orphans and the poor. Kids
would moan and groan about working and then when we were crossing the boarder coming back I'd take the time
to debrief the weekend with them. Never did one student say, "Man I regret helping those orphans or working with
people in need." Why? Because it is indeed more blessed to give than to receive.
I pray that this Christmas Season you will indeed be blessed by giving to others the love of Christ who is, as they
say, the Reason for the Season!

+

+

+

Transitions
Congratulations to Fr. John and Amanda Roberts on the birth of their first child, Brooke Iris Roberts born on
December 19th at 9:45 PM at 21 Inches 7.13 lbs. We rejoice with the Roberts family.
Welcome to Fr. John Michael Bowhay who will begin his ministry as long term supply at St. Augustine's, Holister, on January 5th.
Fr. David Brown who had been at St. Augustine's will begin his new ministry as Interim Vicar at St. Andrew's,
Lancaster on January 5th.
Fr. Lee Nelson has resigned as Rector at St. John's, Stockton and will be returning to the Diocese of Fort Worth.
Fr. Kris Rudell has been named as Priest in Charge at St. John's, Stockton.
Mrs. Tania Werner the Bishop's Administrator has decided to return to academia and will return to the classroom
as a professor of Sociology at Fresno State University in January. Mr. Corey McLaughlin will take over the
ministry as the Bishop's Administrator on January 1st. Corey's email address is: administrator@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.
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Walk For Life 2014
Will be on January 25!!
We are very excited to be celebrating our 10th anniversary on January 25, 2014. We will once
again be at Civic Center Plaza and will be walking
down Market Street to Justin Herman Plaza.
Stay tuned for more details!
Pope Benedict XVI commended the “outstanding public witness to the
fundamental human right to life” of the Walk for Life West Coast, in a
special message delivered by his delegate to tens of thousands gathered in
front of San Francisco’s City Hall Jan.26.
The Walk for Life West Coast rally at Civic Center Plaza filled the plaza,
before participants walked the two miles from City Hall to the Ferry
Building, traveling through the heart of the city’s shopping and financial
districts. More than to 50,000 participated, organizers estimated.

Our Mission
To change the perceptions of a society that thinks abortion is an answer. Abortion does violence to
women and to their children, both
physically and emotionally. We deserve better than abortion.

Our Goal
To be a vocal and visual message that
people of the West Coast stand for life.
To reach out to women harmed by abortion. To inform society of the damage
done to women by abortion.

Pope Benedict XVI’s representative to the United States, Archbishop
Carlo Maria Vigano delivered a message from the pope along with his
papal blessing. Pope Benedict’s message, which was also sent out on a
Vatican Twitter feed, said, His Holiness “is grateful to all those who take
part in this outstanding public witness to the fundamental human right to
life and the moral imperative of upholding the inviolable dignity of each
member of our human family, especially the smallest and most defenseless of our brothers and sisters.”
“You are a powerful witness that God’s truth cannot be silenced,” said
San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone, who blessed participants to begin the event. “Yes, we are here to stay because life is good
and life is holy.”
The speakers at the Walk included Lacey Buchanan, the mother of a disabled child; Elaine Riddick, who was forcibly sterilized by the state of
North Carolina at age 14; Kelly and Matthew Clinger who regret their
abortions; and the Rev. Clenard Childress, Jr., who has spoken at nearly
every walk since its founding in 2005.
“Truth is rising up and you are the picture of that truth,“ said Rev. Childress to loud cheers. “We will not draw back until every child is free.”

What We Do
Peaceably protest abortion, walking
through San Francisco every year on or
near January 22, the anniversary of Roe
v. Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion.
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Young Adult Retreat
There was a Young Adults Retreat at ECCO on the evening of Friday, December 13th through the evening of Saturday, December 14th. A group of 14 gathered, with members from St. James’ and Our Lady of Guadalupe, as well
as some visitors from out of town and some who did not
have a home church. We enjoyed hearing teachings from
our beloved Bishop Eric based on Hebrews 13, as well as
times of worship, prayer, and fellowship. We enjoyed the
beauty of ECCO’s surroundings, and a few of us even
walked on water!

The joy of the Lord was present at the retreat, as we enjoyed building relationships with each other. During our time,
the Lord placed upon our hearts the call to join together to minister to
those shut away in nursing homes. Connections were forged and strengthened at this retreat,
and we will continue to meet together to support and encourage each other in the future, and to
pray about ministry to those in nursing homes. We would like to thank Bishop Eric, Saiko and
Chuck Miller, and Beth Conkle for supporting and praying for us at the retreat.
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Martin and Rose Bunsy
Christmas 2013

Dear Friends,
I hope you and your family are well. Rose and I are fine.

From Laos

It has been a long time since you have heard from me because my computer is broken. Recently, I went to Laos and am now back in the States to be with my wife Rose. Rose stayed
home in Fresno to continue follow-up visits with her doctor about her health. Our daughter
Hong is also in Fresno. I hope to return to Laos in January 2014 to continue my work.
Please keep Rose’s health in your prayers as well as our ministry in Laos.

The Work in Laos
I thank you most deeply from the heart of my family. You have blessed us with love beyond
what we ever dreamed God might do. Year after year, your support helps us to change the
face of Laos for all time. I know my work is not done yet. Last year, I met with my bishop in
Fresno, and he told me that the bishop in Singapore is not ready yet to partner with us in
setting up Anglican denomination in Laos. So, I had to find a new church home in Laos.
Last month, I met with the leader of the evangelical movement. He said the movement is
happy to provide an umbrella for the church. Therefore, my work is not finished yet. I will
go back to help train the people how to work with the evangelical denomination. This will
be a mother church at Park Houakho in the city of Chomphet, in the Luangphabang Province. The diocese of San Joaquin sent money to build this church last year.

Miracle Story
Bounthavy Vannasy, one of the leaders at Nongteng, Vientiane, married Ms. Ky. Ky’s family
were not believers. Ky’s grandpa, who was against all the Christians, had a dream one night.
In the dream, a large man came and told him, “You should be ready because in five days I
will come back to take you with me. When you go with me I will put you in jail because you
are going the wrong way. If you go Jesus’ way you will not go to jail.” After he woke up, he
called all his children and grandchildren to his house and told them, “In five days I will die
because last night someone came to me and told me in five days they will come to pick me
up. If I die, could you cut paper made in the shape of a cross, put it on my forehead, and
could you go ask the pastor in the church to come and do a celebration of life the Christian
way. Why do I want you to do this? Because I want the big guy to see that I am a Christian.”
When all the children heard him, they just laughed at him.

Martin & Rose Bunsy
Mission to Laos

The Diocese of San Joaquin built a
church in Phouphet City, Luoangphabang Province, Laos

This is what the inside of the
church looks like so far.

After four days, he fell sick and the children took him to the hospital. When he got to the
hospital he had a bad fever and in five days he passed away. In this story I think God
showed the family who the real Jesus is. Since then, half of that family started to come to
church.

Please Pray How You May Help
Please continue to pray and support this mission in need. Last week, I went over my account with Global Teams and discovered that I am at 20% of my support. I appeal to you
to continue support. Please ask God at what level you might respond to help this mission in
need.
Martin & Rose Bunsy

Dr. Silavane, Evangelical Pastor

Global Teams—212 21st Street, Suite 2, Bakersfield, CA 93301—661-323-1214—www.global-teams.net
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Coming up in 2014 at ECCO
Souper Bowl Party (“Soup” refers to the canned food item requested as entry to the party)
Where: ECCO
When: Superbowl Sunday, Feb 2, 2014 @ about 3:00PM
Cost: A non-perishable food item for entry. All food items will be donated to the Manna House.
Details: Watch the game in our main hall overlooking the pond. Sit on our comfortable couches. Watch the game
on both a large TV and projected onto our wall. Consider bringing a packaged snack or drink to share.

Little Brothers and Sisters of Sacrifice winter Retreat
Jan 31 - February 2, 2014
Please join the Little Brothers and Sisters of Sacrifice at a Winter Retreat
January 31 - February 2, 2014 at ECCO
(Check in at 4 pm and will end after breakfast on Sunday)
Costs $119.00 per person through ECCO
$119 for double or quad occupancy, private rooms are an additional $50
Everyone is welcome - Please register through ECCO at 559-6838162 or online at www.ECCOyosemite.org
Contact Pam Stout at 209-768-0541 with questions
Bring your Bible a Notebook and Warm Clothes

Kristen Cook
Program Coordinator
Evergreen Conference Center
Oakhurst
43803 Hwy 41
Oakhurst, CA 93644
ph. 559.683.8162
fax. 559.683-4971
www.ECCOyosemite.org
ecco5@sti.net

Vestry/Bishop's Committee Retreat (see next page)

December
2013
January 2014
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From the
IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO
PLAN AHEAD!!
department

Vestry / Bishop’s Committee Retreat
January 31—February 2, 2014
And
February 7-9, 2014
Bishop Menees will be leading this retreat on Leadership Development
in the congregation. We will look at questions of roles
and responsibilities of Vestries, Mission and Vision Statements,
Christian Leadership and development.
This retreat will be repeated on both the first and second weekends in February but
Is best participated in as a Vestry or Bishop’s Committee. Time will be set aside
For individual Vestries and Bishop’s Committees to meet.
$99 for double or quad occupancy, private rooms are an additional $50
Any registrations received after January 17, 2014 for first event will pay full price.
Any registration received after January 24, 2014 for second event will pay full price.

HELP NEEDED FOR THE S.J.ANGLICAN NEWSLETTERS
The Communication Team of St. Paul’s (now Trinity), Bakersfield has successfully launched The Anglican and it
is time to put together a Diocesan Team to take the reins.
We need people who
•
•

Like to proofread and edit text
Visual editors who are proficient with Publisher or similar programs in compiling The SJAnglican
If you are interested in being part of the new team, please contact Ted Yumoto at <uncleted3@aol.com>
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Beloved in the Lord,
What a great distance we have come! As we approach our fifth Christmas as a Church
there is so much for which to be thankful. There is also much more to do together.
The recent issue of The Apostle catalogued many of the developments in our Church life. We continue to see the
local congregation as the primary agency of our mission. We continue to draw young leaders into service and fellowship. We continue to reach out with the transforming love of Jesus Christ to many who have never known him
and to those on the margins.
We are beginning to produce tools for discipleship for the faithful of all ages. We continue to strengthen existing
congregations and to plant new ones. We continue to worship Almighty God in sanctuaries, schools, and halls with
Scripture's enduring truth, in timeless Anglican forms and with contemporary power and relevance.
We took our place as a province among Anglican provinces at the second Global Anglican Future Conference in
Nairobi. Our Anglican Relief and Development Fund has brought life change to tens of thousands in forty countries. We have taken our place in ecumenical circles.
The calendar year closes at the end of this month. The Anglican Church in North America depends on the tithes of
its dioceses and the extra-mile giving of its members and friends. The work goes on, and the need goes on. I am
thankful for your past generosity. Your help is needed today more than ever. Please consider a gift online. The
Anglican Church in North America is making a difference. Help us to make even more.
As I conclude my term as first Archbishop, please know how much everyone of you has meant to me. Together we
have made - and will continue to make - a difference that future generations will surely recount.
May God grant you a Blessed Advent, a Joyous Christmas, and a Graceful New Year.
Affectionately in Christ,

The Most Rev. Robert Duncan
P.S. Please consider a gift to the Province by Dec. 31st either using the enclosed envelope or going to our website
(AnglicanChurch.net) to donate online.
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Forward in Faith North America
Anglican Witness Upholding the Faith and Order of the Undivided Church

Six newly released tracts:
(available in PDF format)

Right to Life (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Right%20to%20Life.pdf)
Blessings of Family (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Blessings%20of%20Family.pdf)
Believing the Bible (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Believing%20the%20Bible.pdf)
The Sacraments (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/The%20Sacraments.pdf)
The Anglican Church (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/The%20Anglican%20Church.pdf)
Marriage Sacrament and Blessing (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Marriage%
20Sacrament%20and%20Blessing.pdf)

Forward in Christ Magazine

Forward In Faith Assembly
2014
July 9-11, 2014

Visit our magazine site to check out free articles and
commentary available. Forward in Christ subscriptions are free for all FIFNA members.
www.forwardinchrist.org
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Link to Bishop’s Note series-Bishop's Note

The
is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send
an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com
Thank you!
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