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On January 25th I was blessed to join tens of thousands of fellow 
Christians along with scores of members from the diocese of San 
Joaquin at the 10th Annual Walk for Life West Coast in San 
Francisco.  I was honored to be invited to give the invocation in 
English and Spanish and I was also honored to present Mrs. 
Georgette Foreny the president of Anglicans for Life and the co-
founder of the Silent No More campaign with the St. Gianna 
Molla award on behalf of the Walk for Life.  This award is given 
to a man or woman whose life demonstrates sacrifice and com-
mitment to the sanctity of life and advocacy for women and their 
unborn children.  It was a great honor for me to participate with 
the Diocese of San Joaquin in this truly wonderful event. 
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January 31-Febrary 2— 
 Bp @ Vestry Retreat, 
 ECCO 
 
February 4-6— 
 Bp @ TruthXchange 
 San Diego 
 
February 7-9— 
 Bp @ Vestry Retreat. 
 ECCO 
 
February 8— 
 Diocesan Altar Guild 
 
February 15— 
 Diocesan Council, 
 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 
 
February 16— 
 Bp @ St Clements, 
 Woodlake 
 
February 21-23— 
 Bp @ Good Shepherd 
 Henderson, NV 
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SAN FRANCISCO  (AP)  A massive and diverse crowd … rallied in front 
of City Hall before marching down Market Street to Justin Herman Plaza for 
the 10th Annual “Walk for Life West Coast.”  … at one point marchers 
stretched across more than a mile of Market Street. 



Wilton Cowboy Church draws believers 
By Gail Bullen - Special to the Herald 

 
 

 Country gospel musicians rubbed shoulders with history buffs at the first Cowboy Church 
 event held in Wilton recently. The non-denominational service on Cosumnes Road doubled 
 as the annual member appreciation dinner for the Wilton History Group (WHG).   
 
 The organizers were WHG members Gary and Doris Adams, who have attended a casual 
 Cowboy Church service in Fiddletown in Amador County on Sunday afternoons for a year 

and a half. 
 
Gary Adams said casual Cowboy Churches have sprung up 
across the country. “ … a social gathering with lots of music 
that is uplifting for everyone,” he said. 
 
A 10-member, country gospel group took the stage and 
played two hymns, two patriotic songs and concluded with 
“You Are My Sunshine”. Four singers also performed indi

            vidual songs expressing their faith. 
 

 Adams, who is a cowboy poet, also performed. His poem drew on his 
 past growing up on a farm in Kansas and working on other people’s 
 ranches.   
 
 “One of the things I never got tired of was watching the prairie sunset 
 after a day of riding the fence and checking the herd,” he recited. “The 
 cool breeze in the evening brushing against my face, there is something 
 comfortable about a big open space.”   
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 (Continued on page 4) 

(Photos by Gail Bullen -  

Gary and Doris Adams welcome 

visitors to the Cowboy Church 

held outside their barn on Cosum-

nes Road in Wilton.)  
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(Continued from page 3) 

 

The Rev. Larry Condit, who has been pastor of Capitol Free Will Baptist Church in 
North Highlands for 41 years, delivered a 10-minute sermon. He frequently takes part in 
the afternoon Cowboy Church in Fiddletown. 
 
“I’m not a long-winded preacher. I was taught by my daddy to stand up, speak up, say 
what you got to say, shut up and sit down,” he said. Condit related several stories about 
misadventures with horses and mules to illustrate his message. He concluded by asking 
if anyone was ready to step over and take Jesus into his or her heart.  
 
“I’m asking that they do that on this wonderful, glorious Cowboy Church in Wilton, 
California on the 30th of June on one of the hottest Sundays we know of,” he said. His 
sermon finished, Condit moved back to his electric piano, and the other nine musicians 
climbed to the stage to belt out “Happy Trails to You”. A potluck dinner followed. 
 
The Adams initially had no thought of bringing the event to Wilton. “It started as a joke, 
and then it seemed like a good idea,” Doris Adams said. The joshing began after Gary 
Adams told other members of a WHG work group about the unusual service. WHG treasurer Gene Rose started the teasing by first referring 
to him as “the Rev. Gary Adams” and then predicting he would start his own Cowboy Church in Wilton. 
 
The musical service with a pithy sermon and potluck dinner actually was intended as a one-time event. But there might be another … 
 
 

(from the Galt News—participants from St. Anselm’s) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         

 

Communique  
from the College of Bishops, January 2014 

 

A message from the College of Bishops following their January meeting. 
 

January 10, 2014 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 

you.” Isaiah 60:1 

The bishops of the Anglican Church in North America met in Orlando, Florida 
from January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany, to January 10th. We were blessed to 
be joined by the Rt. Rev. Humphrey Peters, Bishop of Peshawar, Pakistan. This has 
been our largest meeting, with only a few bishops absent due to inclement weather 
or overseas assignment. The bishops of the Anglican Church in North America 
have made it clear that it is a high priority to be together to pray and meet in coun-
cil to carry forward the apostolic ministry of the Church. This week we again met 
in an atmosphere of mutual support and affection, with much prayer for one other. 

Bishop William Ilgenfritz, Missionary Diocese of All Saints, served as Chaplain for the College. 

In our opening Eucharist, the Rt. Rev. Todd Hunter was invested as the first Bishop of the Diocese of Churches for the Sake of Others, 
commonly called “C4SO.” 
 
We were blessed by Biblical teaching each morning from Dr. Wesley Hill, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies at Trinity School for 
Ministry. In this season of Epiphany, we were encouraged by Dr. Hill’s teaching on the nature of our triune God as both transcendent 
above his creation and present with us in our suffering. 

It was a thoroughly productive gathering in which the bishops were able to address a range of topics, working to establish consensus and 
maintain fraternal relations. We were encouraged by our times of sharing about the fruitful ministries in our dioceses and by testimonies 
of God’s grace and answered prayers. 
 
Following two years of work by the Catechesis Task Force, the bishops unanimously approved a new Catechism for trial use, with mech-
anisms for feedback and refinement planned over the next two years. The Catechism, written primarily for adults, is designed to speak to 
those who are exploring the faith, as well as to disciple Christians to greater knowledge and spiritual maturity. The Catechism, produced 
to uphold and communicate apostolic faith through pastoral application, is invitational in approach, drawing inquirers to faith in Christ, 
pursue a loving relationship with the Father, and welcome the power of the Holy Spirit in everyday life. We are eager for trained cate-
chists to be raised up to use this wonderful tool, as well as for additional discipleship resources to be developed and shared across the 
Church.  
 
As we continue to develop a Prayer Book to enrich our common liturgical life, the bishops worshiped using the Province’s approved texts 
for Holy Communion and daily Morning and Evening Prayer. We did initial work on a first draft of liturgies for Baptism, Confirmation 
and Admission of Catechumens, refining them to help insure that those liturgies are accessible and reflect the richness of the historic An-
glican faith and tradition. The College continues to look forward to the day when the Province will have its own Book of Common Pray-
er.  

           (Continued on page 6) 
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As Archbishop Duncan is retiring as Archbishop in June, 2014, the bishops 
also discussed and prayed about the process of electing a successor and the 
subsequent transition. Archbishop Duncan reflected with the College on his 
experience in the office and the bishops expressed gratitude for his coura-
geous and persevering leadership. Archbishop Duncan then graciously ab-
sented himself so we could pursue facilitated conversation with Dr. Cynthia Waisner, who again served as our consultant. Seeking to avoid a 
political process, the bishops committed to a covenant of behavior and a season of prayer as we move toward the bishops’ conclave in June. 
The College of Bishops will have regular days of prayer and fasting in the coming months, and then gather the week before the Provincial 
Assembly to discern in prayer the one whom God is calling as successor to Archbishop Duncan. 

The Rt. Rev. Humphrey Peters shared with us about ministry in his diocese in Pakistan. It was All Saints Church in his diocese that was at-
tacked by suicide bombers after Sunday worship last September, killing more than 100. We were all touched by his reports of both the chal-
lenges and the rewards of pursuing Gospel ministry in Pakistan. Bishop Humphrey presented Archbishop Duncan with gifts from his diocese 
and Archbishop Duncan responded with the presentation to Bishop Humphrey of a signed copy of our new Texts for Common Prayer. 

The tragic conflict in South Sudan was also forefront in our prayers. We sent greetings and encouragement to our brothers and sisters in the 
Church in Sudan and promised to call the Anglican Church in North America to intercede for peace and justice in South Sudan. 

We heard an excellent presentation by Dr. Louise Duncan Jakubik about mentoring, which was helpful to our work of discipling Christians 
and developing leaders. 

We received a report from Canon Nancy Norton, Executive Director of the Anglican Relief and Development Fund. We were encouraged to 
hear that more than $1.2 million was given for development projects in nine countries, and for disaster relief in Oklahoma and Colorado. The 
bishops were enthusiastic in praise of Canon Norton and her accomplishments as she looks toward retirement at the Provincial Assembly. 
 
We reflected on our time at GAFCON-2 in Nairobi, which was attended by almost all of our bishops. We rejoiced at the continued growth of 
the Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (GFCA) and its role as a vital Instrument of Communion. We discussed our international 
relationships and the challenges faced by the GFCA. 

Transferring to the chapel of a nearby church, the bishops prayerfully consented to the election of the Rev. J. Mark Zimmerman as first Bish-
op of the Diocese of the Southwest. Fr. Zimmerman has served as rector of Somerset Anglican Church (formerly St. Francis-in-the-Fields) in 
Somerset, PA since 1999. His consecration is scheduled for February 28, 2014 at the Church of St. Clement, El Paso, TX. 

The bishops also consented to the election of the Rt. Rev. William J. White as Bishop Coadjutor in the REC Diocese of the Southeast. Bish-
op White has served as Suffragan Bishop of that diocese since 2009. 

The Bishops received with gratitude the report of the Theological Task Force on Holy Orders. Their work includes faithful scholarship and 
conversations of significance in an atmosphere of respect and trust that is important to our common life. Though the issue of Holy Orders is 
a sensitive one in the Church, we are thankful for the way that the Task Force is modeling a commitment to full theological inquiry and fi-
delity. This gives rise to the bishops’ expectation that we will emerge having faithfully found God’s guidance for our Church. 

In reviewing the steps that the Task Force has taken, we approved its report on hermeneutical principles (i.e., principles for the interpretation 
of Scripture). This expresses the principles by which we approach the theological study of Holy Orders. This report will now be released to 
the Church and sent to the International Theological Commission of GFCA and our ecumenical partners, seeking their input. It is important 
to note that this careful, thorough and collegial study into Holy Orders has rarely been done before by Anglicans. 
 

      

            (Continued on page 7) 
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The next phase of the work of the Task Force will identify the ecclesiolog-
ical principles (i.e., principles of the nature of the Church) of ministry and 
orders including what the Anglican formularies say about the nature of the 
church, the general character of ordained ministry, the characteristics of 
each order, and the relationship between the ordained ministry and Christ 
and his Church. The Task Force has formed sub-committees which will engage scholars and scholarship from the Anglo-Catholic, Charis-
matic, and Evangelical traditions (“three streams”). A draft of this work will be presented to the bishops in June.  

Church planting continues to be at the heart of our Provincial life. We heard the exciting report of the Rev. Canon Alan Hawkins, Vicar of 
Anglican1000, about the work of establishing new congregations and worshiping communities across the Province. In the huge mission 
field with Hispanics, fifty-seven Spanish-speaking congregations have been planted. Particularly helpful was his emphasis that we are now 
engaged in planting just the first 1000 churches. Anglican1000 continues to support diocesan leaders, church planters, coaches and the 
church at large. Three regional events have been held in the past few months and there will soon be additional events in Phoenix and Atlan-
ta. In addition, reflecting a growing focus on mission with college students, a conference on campus ministry will be held in Chicago in 
April. The Greenhouse Movement is also having a huge impact by catalyzing clusters of new congregations. 

Bishop Ray Sutton, Provincial Ecumenical Officer, reported on the growing relationship with the North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC), which includes the recent decision by the NALC to create at Trinity School for Ministry a “seminary center” for the training of its 
ordinands. The College approved an agreed statement on Eucharistic hospitality with the NALC. Bishop Sutton also shared about upcoming 
dialogues with the Polish National Catholic Church and the Messianic Jewish community. 

An Anglican Unity Task Force was established to address the issues that have arisen through the formation of new churches and dioceses, 
resulting in overlapping jurisdictions throughout the province. Bishops from this task force, together with lay and clergy leaders, will meet 
again this spring. 

Mindful of the opportunities and challenges before us, this meeting of the College of Bishops has been characterized by Gospel joy. We are 
deeply thankful for the fellowship we share in Christ. 

We are so pleased by the gracious service and support that many people offer to our Church. The Provincial staff is a devoted and truly 
productive team. We are deeply indebted to them, and to the many clergy and laity who serve on the various working groups of the Prov-
ince, including those task forces which reported to us this week: Catechesis, Prayer Book and Liturgy, Governance, Ecumenical Relations, 
and the Theological Task Force on Holy Orders. We are grateful to the Anglican Chaplains who provided administrative support to 
GAFCON-2 in Nairobi. 
 
We are blessed as a Church and humbled by what we have seen the Lord accomplish in our midst in these first few years we have been to-
gether as the Anglican Church in North America. We continue to pursue our life in Jesus Christ and the vision of a Biblical, missionary, 
and united Anglicanism. May God be greatly praised.  

 

HELP NEEDED FOR THE S.J.ANGLICAN NEWSLETTERS 
 

The Communication Team of St. Paul’s (now Trinity), Bakersfield has successfully launched The Anglican and it 
is time to put together a Diocesan Team to take the reins. 
 

We need people who 
 

• Like to proofread and edit text 
• Visual editors who are proficient with Publisher or similar programs in compiling The SJAnglican 

If you are interested in being part of the new team, please contact Ted Yumoto at <uncleted3@aol.com> 



ANGLICAN 4TH DAY 
 
The theme of our Weekend (“The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me”) certainly  
describes our awesome Weekend at ECCO, held January 2-5, 2014. This was  
our first Weekend held at ECCO, so those of us on team were not sure what to  
expect.  We never in our wildest dreams could have imagined the mighty  
outpouring of His Spirit on team and candidates alike. 
 
Our team was led by Dennis Mann (St. Jude’s, Tehachapi) and Annie Curtier  
(St. Andrews in the Desert, Lancaster) as Rector and Rectora.  Sharon Collier, also from St. Andrews, served as our As-
sistant Rectora, keeping events running smoothly.  Christine Miller (Trinity, Bakersfield) and Frank Reed (St. Luke’s, 
Merced) headed up the Cha Chas, the kitchen servants and intercessors for the Weekend.  And Ron Christolear, also from 
Trinity in Bakersfield, was our awesome music director.  Father Townsend Waddill (Christ the King, Ridgecrest) and Fa-
ther Richard Menees (who just completed his service as Interim Priest at St. Andrews) served as our spiritual directors.  
Deacons Madeline Burton and Jane Williams were wonderful all-around servants – chauffeurs for the candidates from 
dorm to dining hall, picking up groceries in town, available to all. 
 
The candidates showed up eager to learn and to experience the Weekend.  They were so grateful for everything that was 
done for them.  They came hungry to know Jesus in a richer way and, we feel, left feeling closer to Him and eager to live 
out their new lives in their respective environments. The HIGHLIGHT for each of us is that our Bishop was present for 
the first part of the Weekend.  He has a huge heart for A4D and he lavished us with love, encouragement and loving ser-
vice.  Thank YOU, Bishop! 
 
Please pray for our new 4th Day disciples as they begin this new phase of their spiritual lives: 
 
 Darby Minturn, St. Luke’s, Merced; Ron Hunt, St. Mary’s, Fresno; Elaine Brown, Christ Church, Oakhurst; Emi

 ly Dawson, Trinity Anglican, Bakersfield; Michael Sanders III, St. Jude’s, Tehachapi; Peggy Guyett, Christ 

 Church, Oakhurst; Linda Aube, Christ Church, Oakhurst; Jeanne Reynolds,  Church of the Ascension, Copperop

 olis; Roy Lackey and Diane Lackey, Lancaster; Candy Gilb, Christ Church, Oakhurst; Beth Conkle, St. James, 

 Fresno. 
 
        (Ephesians 3:20-21:  “Now to Him who is able to do far 
        more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, ac
        cording to the power that works within us, to Him be the 
        glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations 
        forever and ever.  Amen.” 
         

 

          Christine Miller, Lay Director 
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Vestry / Bishop’s Committee Retreat 

February 7-9, 2014 
 

Bishop Menees will be leading this retreat on Leadership Development 

in the congregation.  We will look at questions of roles 

and responsibilities of Vestries, Mission and Vision Statements, 

Christian Leadership and development. 

This retreat will be repeated on both the first and second weekends in February but 

Is best participated in as a Vestry or Bishop’s Committee.  Time will be set aside 

For individual Vestries and Bishop’s Committees to meet. 

 

$99 for double or quad occupancy, private rooms are an additional $50 

 

 

 

 
 

St. James Cathedral Women’s Retreat 

  

March 14-16, 2014 at ECCO 

Prices are all inclusive of food, lodging, and pro-
gram. 

Private Room $233, double $155, quad $131, RV/ 
Day use $97, Sat w/ lunch $25 

Please contact Mary Kay at 940-9436 to register or 

for more information. 
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Kristen Cook 

Program Coordinator 
Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst 

43803 Hwy 41 
Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683-4971 
www.ECCOyosemite.org 

ecco5@sti.net 



LAO MISSION PROJECT 
 FEBRUARY 2014 

     February finds Fr. Martin heading back to Laos after 

spending a few months in Fresno with Rose and their elev-

en grandchildren.  The focus of these next 10 months in 

Laos will be to finish the transition of the ministry from 

oversight by Anglican Church to the Evangelical Church. 

(See photo of Fr. Martin with Evangelical Church leaders).  

Fr. Martin will lead three joint training sessions this year for 

leaders from both denominations to facilitate the transition. 

    Thank you to all the clergy who responded to Bishop Er-

icʹs call at the Clergy Retreat to bless Fr. Martin financially 

so he can finish 2014 well.  $4133 came in and has been deposited into his Diocesan account.   

   Below is a summary of the Diocesan accounts for Lao Mission Project for the year 2013.  

   This first account, “Jacobʹs Farm”, was set up to receive donations for projects.  Home church buildings and sti-

pends are the current projects.   

 
 

  This second account,  “Lao Ministry M. Bunsy” was set up to receive donations for health insurance and medi-

cal expenses for the Bunsys. 
 

 
 

           (Continued on page 11) 

Jacob's Farm Account, Diocese of San Joaquin 
 Financial Summary for the Year 2013 

Opening Balance 1/1/13 $5,174.00 

Donations $875.30 

Expenses:  $3500 to finish rebuilding house church that burned 
                  $1800 for 12 monthly stipends for Bounthavy, house church leader 
                    $206 retreat for Fr. Martin 

$5,506.00 

Ending Balance 12/31/13 $543.30 

Lao Ministry M. Bunsy Account, Diocese of San Joaquin 
Financial Summary for the Year 2013 

Opening Balance 1/1/13 $16,856.94 

Donations:  $4133 from clergy in December and $3465.30 from donations $7,598.30 

Expenses:   $3907.93 to St. Agnes Hospital for medical expenses 
                   $7327.00 to Anthem Blue Cross for monthly premiums 
                         $2.25  misc 
Closing Balance 12/31/13 

$11,237.18 
  
  

$13,218.10 
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The Bunsys are now insured by Covered California.  They have dropped their Anthem Blue Cross insurance policy.  The 
funds in this Diocesan account will go toward insurance deductibles, medical expenses, travel expenses, and stipends for lead-
ers.   In January Fr. Martin withdrew $5000 from this account to help with plane tickets and training expenses.   This account's 
current balance is $8218.10  
 

Personal support for the Bunsys is collected at Global Teams.  Donations to this account have dropped off dramatically this 
past year.  Global Teams has been an effective partner for years for the Bunsys.  Global Teams not only keeps accurate finan-
cial records but supplies counsel, training material, mailing lists and newsletters support.  Please continue to help the Bunsys 
raise money for their personal support by sending checks to:  
 

    Global Teams**   /    212  21st St. Suite 2    /   Bakersfield, CA 93301  
 

   **Please make sure to write “Lao Mission Project” on the memo line (very important if you want money to go directly to 

Fr. Martin's personal support, not to Global Teams in general). 
 

Global Teams will be a strategic support for the Bunsys during this transition to the Evangelical Church.   For more infor-
mation about Global Teams visit www.global-teams.net 
 
Any questions feel free to contact Carol Raines for Friends of Lao Mission Project at 559-916-9950. 

 

“From Your Valentine” 
St Valentine, Priest and Martyr 

Valentine was a holy priest in Rome, who, with St Marius  and his family, assisted the martyrs in the perse-

cution under Claudius II. He was apprehended, and sent by the emperor to the prefect of Rome, who, on 

finding all his promises to make him renounce his faith ineffectual, commended him to be beaten with clubs, 

and afterwards, to be beheaded, which was executed on February 14, about the year 270. 

The origin of St. Valentine, and how many St. Valentines there were, remains a mystery. One opinion is that 
he was a Roman martyred for refusing to give up his Christian faith. Other historians hold that St Valentine 
was a temple priest jailed for defiance during the reign of Claudius. Whoever he was, Valentine really exist-
ed because archaeologists have unearthed a Roman catacomb and an ancient church dedicated to Saint Val-
entine. In 496 AD Pope Gelasius marked February 14th as a celebration in honor of his martyrdom. 

The first representation of Saint Valentine appeared in a The Nuremburg Chronicle, a great illustrated book printed in 1493. Alongside a 
woodcut portrait of him, text states that Valentinus was a Roman priest martyred during the reign of Claudius the Goth [Claudius II]. 
Since he was caught marrying Christian couples and aiding any Christians who were being persecuted under Emperor Claudius in Rome 
[when helping them was considered a crime], Valentinus was arrested and imprisoned. Claudius took a liking to this prisoner -- until Val-
entinus made a strategic error: he tried to convert the Emperor -- whereupon this priest was condemned to death. He was beaten with 
clubs and stoned; when that didn't do it, he was beheaded outside the Flaminian Gate [circa 269].\\ 

Saints are not supposed to rest in peace; they're expected to keep busy: to perform miracles, to intercede. Being in jail or dead is no ex-
cuse for non-performance of the supernatural. One legend says, while awaiting his execution, Valentinus restored the sight of his jailer's 
blind daughter. Another legend says, on the eve of his death, he penned a farewell note to the jailer's daughter, signing it, "From your Val-

entine. 



 

 

Kern Deanery Prison Ministry  

Prison ministry work within the Kern Deanery of the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin is once again off to a tremendous and challenging start 
this new year with the reopening of the Shafter Community Correctional Facility in Shafter. After being closed for two years the recently modi-
fied correctional facility has received its first transfer of inmates from several northern state prisons until it reaches its maximum capacity of 560 
medium security inmates within a few short months. Within weeks of the reopening of the facility our team of religious volunteers was already 
cleared and in place, providing weekly religious services to a grateful inmate population. Plans are 
already taking shape not only to increase the number of volunteers but also provide additional services 
and classes. 
 

On Saturday, February 1st, Trinity Anglican Church, Bakersfield, will be co-hosting a prison ministry 
presentation to be conducted by KAIROS Prison Ministry International. The goal of this presentation 
is to spark an interest in forming a ministry team from interested Christian men and women from the 
local churches within the greater Bakersfield area. These KAIROS teams will then access a local or 
nearby state prison facility and regularly minister to a chosen group of approximately 30 inmates who 
have been preapproved by the prison Chaplain’s office. The KAIROS prison ministry program is total-
ly unique in its concept and methodology, never failing to win faithful supporters wherever it has been 
established. 
 

And finally, we are poised to begin our third year of prison ministry work at the Lerdo Sheriff’s Detention Facility here in Bakersfield. Whether 
conducting services, holding bible studies or assisting in the Chaplain’s office, our religious volunteers are faithfully doing the work that God has 
called them to do, for Christ and His kingdom.  
The work is equally challenging as it is rewarding and still the call goes out, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Our answer must be, 
“Here am I! Send me.” (Isaiah 8:6)  
 

Deacon John La Mar 

Trinity Anglican Church, Bakersfield  
Forward in Faith North America 

Anglican Witness Upholding the Faith and Order of the Undivided Church  

 

Six newly released tracts: 
(available in PDF format) 

 
Right to Life (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Right%20to%20Life.pdf) 

 
Blessings of Family (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Blessings%20of%20Family.pdf) 

 
Believing the Bible (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Believing%20the%20Bible.pdf) 

 
The Sacraments (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/The%20Sacraments.pdf) 

 
The Anglican Church (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/The%20Anglican%

20Church.pdf) 
 

Marriage Sacrament and Blessing (http://www.fifna.org/sites/default/files/Marriage%
20Sacrament%20and%20Blessing.pdf) 
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Forward In Faith As-
sembly 2014 
 July 9-11, 2014  

 
 

"Year of Prayer: 
Keeping a Holy Hour" 



                               
 

Classic Enemies of God's Kingdom 
 By Bishop Bill Atwood 

  
The classic enemies of the Kingdom of God are the world, the flesh, and the devil (I've never been willing to capitalize the "d" 
word...seems to give him standing that he doesn't deserve.) We know from Scripture that the "government of God" will continue to 
increase. (Is 9:7) That means that, despite the challenges that we face, God will not be denied. Ultimately, His grace will cover the 
earth "as the waters cover the sea." (Is 11:9)  In the consummation of the Kingdom this will be fully manifest. At any given moment in 
a given place, it may not seem like it, but ultimately we have the confidence that the Scriptural witness is true. 
  
As we move into this New Year, all three forces of division are hard at work assaulting the advance of the Kingdom of God. 
  
The World - There has been a massive shift in global culture that is only accelerating. Just as the explosion of the availability of infor-
mation and technology has revolutionized the way we live, the content of that information has also dramatically shifted. For centuries, 
the Western world operated as a model of Christendom: that Christ and Biblical faith was the agreed foundation of culture and social 
order. In the last forty years that has been undermined. Christian values and initiatives are increasingly viewed as hostile by the loud 
voices of the culture. This tension impacting the Anglican Communion has been tremendously exacerbated by voices in the Church of 
England such as the Pilling Report and seeks to dramatically change Christian teaching regarding sexuality. 

One of the most dramatic causes for this collapse has been that the voice of the church is far too legalistic and utterly un-winsome (if 
that is even a word!). We have used the shorthand of Christendom just to say essentially, “These are the rules from the Bible.” We are 
going to have to develop more relational ways of framing Biblical truth in a way that conveys truth but is not just legalistic. Rules 
without relationship produces a form of legalism which is all but impossible for post-modern people living in the Western cultures of 
the world to understand, let alone embrace. 

Biblical truths are still true, but we need to convey them in story form that post-mods can understand. As an example, instead of just 
saying that same-sex sexual intimacy is prohibited because it is against the Bible, we can show that Scripture provides wisdom for the 
prosperity of life. When we describe Biblical standards as a pathway to abundant life (and back it up with examples of shortened 
lifespans from some life-styles) and that we are committed to loving people sacrificially, the reception in the culture is better than 
when we just lay down rules. Admittedly, some people in the current culture will always and only receive anything other than affirma-
tion of same-sex relations as “hateful.” While that is mostly not true, it is a charge that has great traction in the culture. 

The answer to dealing with the shift of the values of the culture is kerygma: the passionate proclamation of the Gospel with every fiber 
of our being. There is no message that has the power and hope that is resident in the Gospel, and we should be tireless in proclaiming 
it. The Global Anglican Future Conference and the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (GAFCON/FCA) have had such wonderful 
traction because the Gospel is the heart and soul of it. The Gospel, (that the Kingdom of God, manifest through the redeeming love of 
Jesus Christ in His life, death, resurrection, and ascension), offers answers, fruit and hope in a fallen world. When people are impacted 
by powerful Kingdom life examples, they are drawn to the Kingdom and to the King. 

GAFCON/FCA offers a wonderful platform for this proclamation. Of course the proclamation has to be pursued at the local level as 
well, but the global fellowship provides both a platform to speak to the world on a broad stage, and examples of places where the 
church is effectively impacting culture. 

           (Continued on page 14) 
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The Flesh–“The flesh” ranges from the base animalistic drives 
which sometime motivate people to soul and psychological actions 
that may be much more noble, but are still not truly spiritual. Just as 
the message to the world is “come up higher” into the values of the Kingdom of God, the message of the church to “the flesh” is the 
same: come up higher. In other words, rather than responding to our base, selfish motivations, we should seek God’s direction and imple-
ment steps to pursue what He is calling us to do. 

Developing discipleship that is robust enough to be truly spiritual is essential to the process. To be effective, discipleship needs to fulfill a 
range of things including: 

• Gospel presentation that is clear and “joinable,” so that unconverted people have a clear path to embrace faith in Christ and be rooted 

in Him in His church. 

• A developed discipleship program that helps people embrace the truths of the Kingdom of God, helps them in being rooted in the 
Body of Christ, and helps them develop an understanding and appreciation of what genuine spirituality is. 

• Emergence into a lifestyle of conformation to the call of Christ that is not only faithful, but is also replicable. In other words, it is 
important for Christians to be able to reproduce themselves and help bring others to life in Christ. 

 
It is unreasonable to think that the Church could emerge into spiritual living that resonates with what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do if 
we do not have leaders and members who have lifestyles that are conformed to the Holy Spirit. Far too much energy has been invested in 
articulating what we want the Church to be and do. Instead, we should be asking God what He wants. 

The devil–Scripture is replete with references to the ways in which “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:11) In 
practice, however, this is an area that is not much discussed. As a result, we have the too common situation which was described by one 
of my friends by saying, “Before I knew there was a spiritual war going on I was already a POW!” The ministry of Gospel proclamation 
in many Provinces includes prayer to banish the devil and his cohorts. Western Christians would do well to learn from those who have 
learned to battle evil along Scriptural lines. There is no place for arrogance about this. Where we walk arrogantly, we are also walking in 
defeat. God’s intention is that we increase in freedom and victory over the forces of evil. We should neither ignore them or be fascinated 

by them. 

The antidote to malevolent forces that assault Gospel work––the world, the flesh, and the devil––is to embrace Biblical faith in the Power 
of the Spirit, and to do so with a winsome style that clearly exhibits genuine love for the people we seek to reach. Then we must engage 
the world with thoughtful theological perspective and practical pastoral methods. 

This is a pro-active model that is very different from the “attractional model” that many of us learned in seminary: “If you build it they 

will come.” It is, however, an apostolic model that lives and fulfills the Biblical mandates of both the Great Commission and the Great 
Commandment. Wouldn’t it be amazing to learn that the words of Jesus in saying, “And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, 
He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease,” were not just for the 
original twelve, but they express truth that is being lived out in some of our Anglican Provinces today. Why should that be? Could it be 
God’s plan to help all the Church to have all the tools necessary to carry on the spiritual war which assaults the earth? There are plenty of 
people and places where Western Christians can learn from those in areas of the world where they fight this battle every day and incorpo-
rate the tools into our lives as well. We have nothing to lose and a great deal to gain. 

This article by the Rt. Rev. Bill Atwood first appeared in the January 7, 2013 edition of the AAC’s International Update. Sign up for this 

free email. 
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ACNA ASSEMBLY 2014   

THY KINGDOM COMETHY KINGDOM COMETHY KINGDOM COMETHY KINGDOM COME    
Conversion  / Compassion / Courage 

Wednesday, June 25th to Saturday, June 28th 

Quick Facts 

Where: St. Vincent College, Latrobe, PA (Located in the Laurel Highlands,1 hour east of Pittsburgh.) 

When: June 25-28, 2014 

Assembly 2014 is an opportunity for Anglicans in North America to gather together for teaching, worship, and fel-
lowship during an important time of transition within the life of our province. 

The Assembly is open to all and there is availability for the first 900 registrants. Additionally, there is a parallel 
teen conference with room for up to 200 participants. We invite you to come and celebrate what God is doing in 
and through our church. 

What to Expect: 

Teaching 

Six plenary sessions will be led by a terrific cast of speakers that includes Eric Metaxas, Gary Haugen, Os Guin-
ness, Archbishop Ben & Gloria Kwashi, Andy Crouch, and Amy Orr-Ewing. 

Learn more about the speakers here. 

Worship 

Justyn Terry and Peter Walker will open each day with Morning Prayer and Bible teaching, and the Eucharist will 
be celebrated daily, led by Archbishop Duncan. The evenings will conclude with Evening Prayer and Choral Even-
song. 

Learn more about the worship leaders here. 

            (Continued on page 16) 
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(Continued from page 15) 

 

Fellowship 

Breakout Sessions, common meals, and on-campus housing make this a good opportunity to strike new ministry 
partnerships, connect with old friends, or just relax and refresh. June is a beautiful month in the Laurel Highlands 
region of Western Pennsylvania. 

Learn more about the accommodations here. 

Saying 'Thank You' 

This Assembly will conclude Archbishop Duncan's tenure as the first Archbishop of the Anglican Church in North 
America. Friday night's Banquet will be a wonderful time of celebration, and an opportunity to express gratitude for 
the courageous and sacrificial leadership he has modeled. 

 

Saying 'Hello' 

By the start of the Assembly,The College of Bishops will have elected the next Archbishop to lead our province. 
Saturday morning begins with a time of conversation with the newly elected Archbishop and the closing Eucharist 
will mark this historic transition in leadership. 

 

Contact: 

Anglican Church in North America  

800 Maplewood Avenue  

Ambridge PA 15003-0447  
Phone: 724-266-9400 

http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/assembly2014  
 
©2014 Anglican Church in North America. All rights reserved. 
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Link to Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send 

an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org. 

February 2014 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com 
 

Thank you! 


