
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

I 
n my weekly communication The Bishop’s Note I am teach-
ing on the 13th Chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews.  He-

brew’s Chapter 13: 4 reads “Let marriage be held in honor 

among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will 
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” (Hebrews 13:4 
ESV) This exhortation to the church in the first century is very 
much what we should be upholding now in the twenty- first 
century - and frankly we are doing a poor job at that honorable 
task.   
 

Christian marriage is the bedrock of the church and, quite frank-
ly, society.  With the decay of Christian Marriage has come the 
decay of society.  The scourge of divorce, abandonment, abuse, 
infidelity and neglect has reaped pain and suffering upon our 
society and untold numbers of individuals.  Over the past sever-
al years I’ve had the honor and blessing of participating in 
KAIROS prison ministry at RJ Donovan State Prison.  In that 
time I met with hundreds of prisoners whose crimes have right-
ly lead to sentences of life in imprisonment.  Not a one of the 
prisoners that I met with came from an intact home.  This is not 
to say that all children of broken homes turn to a life of crime, 
my own parents were divorced when I was five years old.  
However, we must admit as a church and as Americans that we 
are in the midst of a crisis of huge proportions that stem directly 
from our rebellion against the Word of God and the exhortation 
of Hebrew’s 13:4. 
 

In the Diocese of San Joaquin we take the sacrament of mar-
riage seriously and have laid out the guidelines for the Solemni-
zation of Matrimony in our Rector’s and Warden’s Manual 
(pages 39-41) Allow me to share just a portion of those guide-
lines. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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November 3—Bishop @ All Saints, 

Bakersfield 

 

November 8-9—Diocesan Conven-

tion; St James’ Cathedral, Fresno 

 

November 10—Bishop @ St Mat-

thias, Oakdale 

 

November 16—Diocesan Council, 

Diocesan House, 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

November 17—Bishop @ St 

Philip’s, Coalinga 

Just a reminder, Daylight 
Savings Time ends at 2 
a.m., Sunday, November 
3rd. Be sure to set you 
clocks BACK one hour be-
fore retiring Saturday 
night, November 2nd!! 
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  LOVE STOCKTON 
 

 

The Love Stockton movement, born out of 
former Mayor Ann Johnston’s 2009 call 
for volunteerism, added a new dimension. 
Leadership, most representing faith-based 
organizations, also want to create an ongo-
ing component in troubled neighborhoods, 
essentially “building relationships and 
staying with it,” in the words of          
Marguerite Hawes, who is the event’s 
2013 coordinator. 
The hope was for 1,000 or more volun-
teers this year tackling 25 to 40 projects 
throughout the city.  And the for follow-up 
in selected areas. 
On Saturday, September 28, hundreds of 
community service volunteers gathered at 
the Home Depot parking lot for a time of 
prayer and assignments, before fanning 
out across the city to clean up, pick up, 
spruce up, build up, and paint up needy 
areas. 
A dozen hearty souls from St John’s 

joined the throng, bringing gloves, tools, 
and giving spirit. 

 Gathering (early!) for prayer in the Home Depot parking lot 

St John’s well represented 

Group photo of volunteers at the El Dorado School  garden and  land-
scaping project—one of  forty  such work sites on September 28 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from Page 1)       

      

 
 

“The position of this Diocese on Marriage, the Family, and Single Life, is stated in 

the ACNA canon VII, and is foundational for the policies and procedures to be  

followed in solemnizing a marriage: 
 

We affirm our Lord’s teaching that the sacramental rite of Holy Matrimony is in its 

nature a union permanent and lifelong of one man and one woman in which the two 

become one flesh. It is both an ordinance of Creation, affirmed as such by our Lord, 

and commended by Saint Paul as a sign of the mystical union between Christ and 

His Church. We are called to promote and protect healthy marriages. Genesis 2:24; 

Ephesians 5:32 

We further affirm the family to be one of the greatest blessings God gives us, 

providing acceptance, sustenance, and nurture and admonition, from the Lord. We are called to promote and 

protect healthy family life, and to embrace within the fellowship of the church those who are without family. 

Psalms 127, 128; James 1:27 

Similarly, we affirm with St. Paul that it is also good and acceptable for people who are called to celibacy to 

lead a chaste unmarried life. 1Corinthians 7:7,8 

A Prayer in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer well captures the enormity of the commitment that is to be      

solemnized, and reminds us of the Church’s important responsibility when solemnizing a marriage: 

 

 O ETERNAL God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, Author of everlasting 

 life; Send thy blessings upon these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy Name; that 

 they, living faithfully together, may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, and 

 may ever remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws; through Jesus Christ 

 our Lord. Amen.  (1928 BCP, page 303) 

 

The Rector’s and Warden’s Manual contains our guidelines on Premarital Counseling, Venues for Weddings, Cohabi-
tation, Divorce and Remarriage.  I recommend this to your reading by going to our website 
www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net and click on the tab “Resources.” 
 
 

God bless you all! 

Bishop Menees 
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Arise and Eat 
 

On September 28th Stewart Ellison Ruch, III was consecrated as the first bishop of the ACNA Diocese of the Upper Midwest.  As a gift of love 
his wife, Katherine Ruch, wrote this poem and read it at the service of consecration. This poem is based on the life of the Prophet Elijah. 
 

 Arise and eat 
 for the journey is too great for you. 

 You are only made of atoms 

 and mountains will have to move. 
 Water will need to come from stone, 

 and you will have to live on more than bread. 
 

  Arise and eat 

  for the journey is too great for you. 

  I have food you know nothing of. 
  This food is mine prepared for you 

  by angels at the hearth of heaven. 

  This, my hand, will feed you. 
 

   Arise and eat 

   for the journey is too great for you. 
   Your prayers cry out for ancient fire, 

   but it is living and will singe your skin. 

   This is my hand, made pure by fire, 
   and I baptize you with it. 
 

    Arise and eat 
    for the journey is too great for you. 

    Those who have not bowed to Baal 

    must be gathered for the approaching reign. 
    This, my hand, that gathers oceans 

    in a water-skin will turn the waters. 
 

     Arise and go. 

     Lift your robes and run. 

     Do not fear the evil at your back. 
     I will meet you in miracle and mountain  

     where all will be afforded. 

     This, my right hand, is yours.       —Katherine Ruch 

November 2013 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask the Bishop… ?????????????????????????????????? 
 

Sarah Swanlund from Trinity, Bakersfield asks:  

 
“Could you give an overview of your philosophy of healing, an explanation of your stance on the 
use of oil for healing prayer within the Church service by a prayer team, and as our Bishop, your 
practical involvement in this?” 
 
 

Dear Sarah, 
 

I am a firm believer in God's power to heal and His desire to use his children for his healing purposes. 
 

The use of healing oil is an ancient tradition and biblical in origin. "Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is 
anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord." (James 5:13-14) 
 

The question among many is about James' reference to "the elders."  Does that mean priests only?  James does use the 
term presbuterous - πρεσβύτερος which the ESV I think correctly translates as "elders."  That being said I'm not sold 
on only clergy anointing with oil.  However, it is vital that those who are serving in a healing ministry do so under  
authority, with much training and commissioning from the bishop or rector and the congregation. 
 

The use of trained and commissioned lay ministers during a Sunday service is widely practiced and bears much fruit.  
This generally happens during the distribution of Holy Communion and is done quietly so as to offer a service to the 
congregation but not intrude on individuals receiving Holy Communion.  
 
Bishop Menees 

??????????????? 
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ANGLICAN 4TH DAY NEWS 
 

2013 Remaining Meeting Schedule – all meetings the 3rd Saturday of 

each month, except December. 
 
November 16th – St. Luke’s, Merced 

 
Secretariat at 10 AM; Lunch at 11:30; Ultreya at 1 PM 
 
Please be in prayer for our Movement.  We desire to offer this wonderful discipleship tool to all who will come!!  

  
In Christ, 
Christine Miller, 4th Day Lay Director 
(4thdayluvr@gmail.com)  
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Thanksgiving at ECCO 

November 27-29, 2013 

Thanksgiving at ECCO, an annual tradition.  Imagine how wonderful Thanksgiving can be when 
you can relax with old and new friends, eat delicious food, enjoy the beauty of our surroundings, 
and no dishes to wash!  Thanksgiving festivities begin with an optional Holy Eucharist from 11:00 
to 12:00, followed by appetizers, and then dinner at 1:00. p.m. Spend a quiet afternoon visiting, 
playing games and relaxing.  For those choosing to spend the night, a new tradition is the ringing of 
the bells, a fun and entertaining event.  Consider an optional stay over that evening with departure 
on Friday morning after breakfast. Join us; it's fun! 

Per person pricing: 
Thanksgiving dinner:  $29.00 for adults, $14.50 for children ages 4 to 11  
 
Package 1: Thanksgiving dinner, evening snacks, Thursday night lodging and Friday breakfast:   
Single:  $122    Double: $81   Quad:  $75   Children 4 to 11: $36.50 

Package 2: Wednesday and Thursday nights lodging, Thanksgiving dinner, evening snacks, Friday 
breakfast:   
Single $212  Double $130   Quad: $118  Children 4 to 11 $57 

Please submit reservations by November 14, 2013. 
  

  

Kristen Cook 

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center Oakhurst 

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683-4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco5@sti.net 

November 2013 



 
 
 

 
New Year's at ECCO 

December 31, 2013 - January 1, 2014 

ECCO - A Sensible Celebration for New Year's. 

Have you wanted to do something fun for New Year's but not wanted to risk being on the road? ECCO wants you 
to Stay and Play with us. Music, Games, Dancing and Socializing. 

Begin your evening with yummy appetizers and a chance to get acquainted. Then enjoy a dinner of your choice of 
Prime Rib or Lemon Herb Salmon with roasted red potatoes, steam vegetable medley, fresh baked rolls and your 
choice of fresh baked pie all served from our buffet line. 

After dinner: an evening of games and music provided by DJ for your dancing or listening pleasure. Ring in the 
New Year on New York time at 9:00 pm and then dance and play the night away knowing your comfortable lodge 
room is steps away. 

Complete your stay with a delicious Sunday Brunch. 

New Year's Eve:  

Social Hour 6:30 pm | Dinner 7:00 pm | New York Midnight Toast 
9:00 pm 

New Year's Day:  

Brunch 10:00 am and late check-out at 12:00 pm 

Pricing: 

Includes New Year's Eve Celebration, Social, Dinner and Festivities,  
Sunday Brunch. Prices are per person. Prices are all inclusive.  
No hidden charges. 

• Single Occupancy (Private Lodge Room) $99.00 

• Double Occupancy (Two per Lodge Room) $77.00 

 

Get your friends together and reserve a table for 8.  

HELP NEEDED FOR THE SJANGLICAN NEWSLETTERS 
 

The Communication Team of St. Paul’s (now Trinity), Bakersfield has successfully launched The Anglican and it 
is time to put together a Diocesan Team to take the reins. 
 

We need people who 
 

• Like to proofread and edit text 

• Visual editors who are proficient with Publisher or similar programs in compiling The SJAnglican 

 

If you are interested in being part of the new team, please contact Ted Yumoto at <uncleted3@aol.com> 
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Kristen Cook 

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst 

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683-4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco5@sti.net 
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GAFCON 2:  A Snippet and pictures 

The Global Anglican Future Conference  
began October 21 with most delegates 
arriving at their hotels in Nairobi and 
settling in before registration; a 

lunchtime press conference released 
statistics: 1,352 delegates, including 
331 bishops and 30 Archbishops. 
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Diocese of San Joaquin well represented; read the 

GAFCON 2 statement at: 

http://anglicanink.com/article/gafcon-2-statement 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Did You Know? 

 
 

♦ That on October 28th Fr. Bruce Taylor celebrated his last mass as Rector at Christ Church, Lem-
oore and has answered the call to serve as a counselor at the VA Hospital in Ventura, CA. We pray 
Fr. Bruce and Nancy godspeed and every blessing.  

 
♦ That on November 1st, Grace, Turlock, and St. Nicholas, Atwater, began a new period in their 

lives as yoked congregations.  Fr. Gerry Grossman will continue as Rector of Grace and serve a 
Interim Vicar at St. Nicholas for a period of a year at which time the Bishop and the congrega-
tions will decide if they want to make this a more permanent ministerial arrangement.   

 
♦ That Fr. Paul Gibbons was selected to participate in the Anglican Leadership Institute’s fall 

training in South Carolina?   
 
♦ That Fr. Karl Dietz is working towards his Doctor of Ministry degree at Talbot Theological Sem-

inary at BIOLA University.  
 

+            +            + 
 

St James Lindsay has success for Legal Fund 
 
by Fr Tom Upton 
 
Dr Bill Atwood recommended that a Church might write letters not only to Friends, but to local 
Churches as well. 
 
In July 2013, our committee put together letters in which we described our need for small donations 
for the Legal Fund.  We used the letter template which Dr Atwood had composed. 
 
From our dozen letters in which we asked for prayers and perhaps $25 in donation, St James re-
ceived $1300.   
 

Every Church and Friend replied.  "Ask and you shall receive!" 
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News : Forward in Faith marches forward celebrating 25 years of faithful witness 

Forward in Faith marches forward celebrating 25 years of faithful Anglo-Catholic witness 

 

A VOL EXCLUSIVE 

By Mary Ann Mueller in Belleville, Illinois"Special Correspondent www.virtueonline.org  

July 22, 2013" 

http://mail.aol.com/38109-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/get-attachment.asphttp://mail.aol.com/38109-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of God's people: from theory to practice    

Update from Andrew Symes, Anglican Mainstream 

 

The newly appointed bishop of a rural diocese in Southern Africa knew his job was a tall order: there were 165 congregations 

and only 12 full-time clergy, and the finances to maintain even that number was under pressure. 

"Well, of course, Bishop, I don't suppose we'll be seeing much of you over the next few years", said one of his Archdeacons. 

"You'll have to spend a lot of time over in Britain and America, raising money so we can have more priests in the parishes, 

doing the work of ministry". 

"Actually, no, I don't think I'll be away much at all", replied the Bishop, and he took advantage of the Archdeacon's shocked 

expression to continue, "First of all, we have plenty of priests in our churches, because God says that his people, in other 

words the laity, are a kingdom of priests. Then again I think you'll find the Bible says that it's the people of God who do the 

work of ministry, although of course they need to be trained and encouraged to do that by the pastors and teachers. That's 

what you and I need to be involved in! And then, are you suggesting that we can only do God's work if we are forever depend-

ent on resources from the rich countries? What about the gifts of the Spirit - are they not present in the congregation even in 

the poorest rural village?" 

   

Conversations similar to this have been taking place in a number of Dioceses in Africa and I'm sure in other parts of the world 

over the past few years and even decades. As numbers of Christians and congregations have grown exponentially in contexts 

of poverty, it has not been possible to maintain a model of full-time, salaried clergy, trained in residential theological colleges, 

ministering to the faithful in expensive buildings set aside for worship. As dioceses have adapted and as there has been an 

explosion of new churches of other denominations, the realization has grown that "community priests" or self-supporting pas-

tors and lay ministers, theological education by extension, a variety of lay ministries, and multi-use buildings are not "second 

best" when you can't afford the "real thing", but are actually much more flexible and geared towards mission and growth, and 

indeed much closer to the New Testament. What is needed is not higher level academic training for a tiny number of elite 

churchmen serving in large urban churches and Diocesan offices (who often get poached by Government service or the 

Church of England), but more importantly, basic Bible and leadership training for large numbers of clergy and lay leaders on 

the front line of mission and pastoral work. Help from rich countries is of course welcome, but better in the form of seed fund-

ing for projects (evangelism, education, relief, etc) which local people can in time continue on their own, or consultants in adult 

education who can train clergy to teach others how to teach the Bible and lead community projects.     (Continued on Page 13) 
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(Continued from page 12) 

 

The exciting thing is that this kind of thing is happening and I'm looking forward to hearing more about it at GAFCON 2 which 

begins next Monday. Now of course all this is only relevant for Africa, isn't it? 

 

In last week's Church Times an article by Stephen Spencer brings home how a more affordable, flexible, biblical and viable 

system of doing church is not just necessary for Africa where the church is flourishing in a context of poverty, but also in Eng-

land and Wales where the church in shrinking in a context of relative affluence. Spencer describes the way the English paro-

chial system is under huge pressure: poor urban churches need huge subsidies, and rural village churches are having to 

combine into larger and larger benefices. One alternative being proposed is a "Tesco" system, where large well-resourced 

suburban churches cater for members travelling in from villages. But it doesn't have to be like this. According to Spencer, the 

best of medieval monasticism saw an emphasis on the building up of a local, committed, communal life of Christians, who 

facilitated networks in mission and service to the wider population. "In this complex ecology, the stipendiary clergy are no 

longer the sole...channels of ministry: the membership of the churches now serves as this. The main function of...clergy 

seems to be to provide oversight...encouraging and coordinating the people of the congregations in the outreach that they 

do". 

   

With this model the focus is not on financing a "priest" in every parish, but on developing a godly, faithful, prayerful, welcom-

ing, missional community of priests, the faithful in Christ, in every parish. More radically at the end of his article, Revd Spen-

cer suggests that it doesn't matter too much if this community is Anglican or not, and so he calls for more inter-

denominational cooperation to ensure that all centres of population, however small, continue to be covered. 

 

Evangelicals might be nervous about the language of "priests" and the monastery, and of course the whole issue of the con-

tent of the Christian message has not even been mentioned in this discussion about mission methods. But surely it is evan-

gelicals who should lead the way with their emphasis on bible teaching, training for ministry and releasing of spiritual gifts of 

the laity. This kind of work is already going on in some of the larger churches and the Gospel Partnerships, but needs to fo-

cus more on the rural areas and more deprived urban parishes. There is evidence that some Bishops in England are bold 

enough to take the view of the African bishop quoted at the start of this piece, and are looking to shift focus to building up and 

equipping the laity for ministry. The question is, will they commend exclusively the evangelical message of the New Testa-

ment, with its counter-cultural doctrines and ethics, alongside its mission methods? 
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The Diocese of the San Joaquin 

Is like something  New York had ever seen 

Scripture in many churches ignored 

By Anglicans this was abhorred 

We voted and left 

At us TEC was upset 

“SUE!”, she said 

But we had  little to dread 

God has a plan and it’s working you see 

It involved both you and me 

So we needed to support the Defense Fund 

And look at what you have done. 

 

$288,000.00 

 

We still need more to fight the fight 

Because legal costs soar out of sight 

So continue to donate and continue to pray 

 with each single day 

we’ll send the message across this land 

DON’T MESS WITH THE ANGLICANS 

 

          — Dr Bill Atwood 
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The Meaning of Stewardship          
Fr. John Riebe     
 
 
Recently, I read a very interesting passage in a new book that I’d like to share: Is there 
hope for the universe?  
 
There certainly is hope in the universe, given the presence of hopers – we who think 
and speak in the future tense, who invest ourselves in that distinctively human tense 
through anticipation, imagination, rumination and speculation (both informed and reck-
less). But is there any hope for the universe and its intrepid hopers? One is hard-pressed to find a larger, 
more significant question that this imperious query concerning the cosmos. For all our cynicism, we are – 
at the end of the day – inescapably creatures of hope. We look forward; we yearn for something more, 
something better – any-thing to give meaning, value and substance to our short loves. Even when our 
hopes for family, friends, country and ourselves are satisfied – by happy reunion, an election that goes 
our way, a job promotion, a negative biopsy – larger hopes (and fears) still loom. 
 
Yet, we strive after the future. Even when we reflect back on our loves, our species and our planet, we 
wonder: What does it mean? What will endure? Is history progressing toward a goal or merely staggering 
along? What of the present instant, the ongoing now of my unfolding – or unraveling – life?                 
 
Now, I should tell you this is from a recent text on Christian Apologetics (the study of defending the Faith). 
It’s been years since my seminary degree, so I thought it just might be worthwhile to have a solid –yet 
contemporary view on the Christian Faith. (For those who’ve been part of “The Truth Project” you know 
what I’m talking about.) Apologetics is increasingly important as a “Christian worldview” is ever more chal-
lenged from every direction nowadays. The understated fact is:  Faith in Jesus Christ is all about hope! 
We, who are “hopers” in Christ, know that to be true. Even Jesus reminds us in John 17, we are in the 
world but not of it. In a real since, humans are amphibious; designed by our Creator to live in both worlds: 
one physical and one spiritual. Yet, we still have these questions raised above: What does “it” mean? 
(whatever “it” is) What will endure? (and so on). The thing that struck me had nothing to do with the topic 
of Apologetics. What struck me was the answers to these questions have everything to do with Steward-
ship – yes, Stewardship.  
 
We are – at the end of the day – inescapably creatures of hope. 
 
    •    What does it mean? Implies that there is “something” that has “meaning.” If the “it” is your life – your 
 life is not your own for it belongs to God. You didn’t create your life; it was God’s give to you. 
 Meaning can ultimately only be found in Him. 
    •    What will endure? Again, this implies there is a “something” that will endure – or not. And again, 
 everything comes from God. 
    •    Is history progressing toward a goal or just staggering along? Is there a goal? If there is (and as 
 Christians we know there is!) then there is a purpose behind it. Purpose has to do with how  
            (Continued on Page 16) 
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(Continued from page 15) 

 
 something is used – for good or ill – and by its very name “Stewardship” means how something is 
 used, cared for, protected, “steward-ed,” and guarded (in the positive sense). Or, how something 
 is misused, neglected, or ignored (in the negative sense). The question about history calls into 
 question how we are using God’s gifts. At times history has been positive, and other times      
 negative. Purpose can only be found in Stewardship. 
 
Because of the difficulties so many have with “Stewardship” I’ve tried over the years to find another word 
to use; but I can’t. There simply isn’t one – at least in the English language or in the Biblical Greek either. 
Beyond this, it was a profound moment for me when I discovered that every aspect of God has to do 
with Stewardship. There is simply no biblical story, no theological concept or doctrine, and even further, 
no area of human life where Stewardship is separate. Stewardship underlies all.  
 
For Example: 
    •    The Creation & Fall Stories in Genesis: God creates humankind in His image – 
 creatures with the capacity for relationship with Him – and to have “dominion” 
 over all living creatures. The Seventh Day when God rested He spent it with 
 Adam and Eve. Their original purpose was clear: to care for the Garden. 
 When Adam and Eve sinned against God the relationship was broken; yet, 
 God provided clothing for them (God provided!) and promised a way for the 
 relationship to be restored! 
    •    HE provides THE way that nothing and no one in creation HAS to be LOST! 
    •    Abraham, the Chosen People, and the Old Testament: God establishes a Covenant with Abraham, 
 and though his children would continue to break this Covenant repeatedly – God never gives up 
 on them. He would of course discipline them and call them into repentance; God brings them out 
 of captivity, provides for them in the wilderness, delivers them from their enemies and brings them 
 into the Promised Land. He gives them the Law – in order to know the proper ways to be in       
 relationship with Him and each other. All of these are based upon Stewardship. 
 
In other words, Jesus came to pay the penalty of our sinful nature and to restore us in the relationship 
that was broken in the Fall. God could have left us to suffer the “just desserts” of our own rebellion BUT 
he cares so much – and loves us so much – He provides THE way that nothing and no one in creation 
HAS to be lost! Unfortunately there will be those who are, but that is not God’s first desire and plan; it is 
clearly their choice. Once again this is all about Stewardship. The cross was about Stewardship! The 
resurrection was about Stewardship. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit and His gifts are – yes, again – 
about Stewardship.  

But what about the “Church” stuff? What about things like Evangelism, Charity, Giving and the Sacra-
ments? Again, Stewardship is a foundational part of that too!  
 
For example: 
    •    Evangelism is all about Stewardship: Bringing people to Christ demonstrates Stewardship in that 
God wants none to be lost!         Continued on page 17) 
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(Continued from page 16)  
 
   •    The Sacraments are all about Stewardship: The Sacraments are certain means in which God’s power 
 continues to operate in us. They are means to sustain us in relationship with Him and ways God 
 gives us purpose and meaning. (Sounds like Stewardship to me!) 
    •    Sin and Repentance: Sin is a result of our fallen natures, and ways in which we rebel against God. 
 God wants relationship with us; and so through Jesus, gives us the grace to be restored! Just as 
 God never gave up on a sinful “Chosen People” God never gives up on you. He has a plan and a 
 purpose for each of us. 
    •    Tithing and Generosity: Tied to this is Jesus’ own affirmation of the Second Greatest 
 Commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. You might initially think that this  is 
 simply a commandment: Do this – or else! Not so. The reason Jesus tells us this  and 
 affirmed people who were generous is simply because God wants us to experi-
 ence the same joy HE feels through His giving. That’s what it’s all about. And yes, 
 even… 
    •    Apologetics: Again “apologetics” is the study of defending the Faith. We could immedi-
 ately agree this is important – perhaps critical – but… Why? Why is it so important to know how to 
 defend your faith in Christ? Is it just so you have a better argument than the Atheists? Is it just to be 
 “smarter than the other guy?” Or, is knowing how to defend the faith important so that we might just 
 challenge others in ways that help them choose Christ? Again, even Apologetics is about Steward-
 ship – helping God reclaim those who are lost!  
    •    When you are asked to pray about your giving, will you simply give what you did last year – or less?  
    •    Does God come first in our finances? (Remember that Scripture speaks about the “first fruits” of our 
 giving – not “leftovers.”  
    •    Do we live as examples of God’s generosity to others? As even one secular poet (and incidentally no 
 “saint”!) Ronnie James Dio once sang,  
 
    “The less that you give, the more you’re a taker.” (Even he had an understanding of Stewardship!)  
 
Jesus had at least two definitive answers when He said: “If you love me, you will keep my command-
ments.” – Love AND Keep. (Remembering that His “commandments “ were all about love and Stewardship 
– as we have seen);  
 

AND… 
 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.”  (Not that we “show-off” to others!)  
 
Our lives, our actions, and our generosity are a Witness and an Example to others thereby proving to be 
an example of God’s Glory!  
 
So, God loves you! How much do you love Him back?  
 
May our responses always be acceptable to Him who is our strength… and our redeemer.  
Amen.  
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Link to Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The  Bishop's Note  is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send 

an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org. 

November 2013 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 

the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com 
 

Thank you! 


