
The Bishop’s Corner 
 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 

 

H 
appy New Year! Sunday, December 1st, is the first Sun-
day in Advent which marks the beginning of a new 

church year!  At this time of year we are called to reflect on 
the past year and plan for the year ahead. 
 

This past year in the Diocese of San Joaquin has experienced 
so many blessings:  
 

• Scores of men, women and children have come to a saving 
relationship with Jesus Christ and were baptized and con-
firmed over the past year. 

 

• Diocesan Youth Ministry went into high gear with the de-
velopment of The Well North & South and the resurrection 
of Camp San Joaquin.  

 

• Disciples Church, Anaheim was received as a Mission 
Congregation after having planted just a year prior and 
now averaging over forty people on a Sunday. 

 

• Last Advent I called upon the diocese to pray and fast for 
forty days for the court to rule justly.  Last winter Judge 
Hamilton did, indeed, rule to deny the motion for summary 
judgment from TEC thus moving our case to trial.  

 

The year ahead equally holds terrific promise:  
 

• Once again I am calling upon the diocese to prayer and 
fasting for the court to rule justly in the law suites filed 
against us by TEC - the trial is set for January 6th 
(providentially the Feast of the Epiphany and the Anniver-
sary of the founding of the Diocese of San Joaquin.)  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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December 1— 
 Bishop at  St Luke’s, 
 Merced 
 
December 7— 
 Missions Board Meeting 
  
December 8— 
 Bishop at  St Anselm’s, 
 Elk Grove 
 
December 9-11 — 
 Clergy Retreat at ECCO 
 
December 15 — 
 Bishop at St Andrew’s, 
 Mariposa 
 
December 22 — 
 Bishop at  St Nicholas, 
 Atwater 
 
UPCOMING IN JANUARY: 
 
January 2-5— 
 Bishop at Anglican 4th 
 Day Weekend at ECCO 
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• With building momentum the Youth Leadership Team is once again organizing two weekends for the youth of 

the diocese - one in the Spring and one in the Fall - along with a Jr. & Sr. High Camps at Camp San Joaquin. 
 
• At Convention we focused on the theme of Catechesis which is the intentional process of discipleship. I called 

upon the diocese to place emphasis on Discipleship and I trust that we will see the fruit of our invigorated dis-
cipleship training. 

 
• This coming year I expect the see the College of Bishops approve the Catechism and in June we will both cele-

brate the ministry of Archbishop Duncan and elect a new Archbishop to serve for the next five years.  
 
Of course this past year we also said good bye and godspeed to our beloved brother Bishop John-David Schofield 
who died peacefully in his home on October 29th. We held a beautiful Requiem Mass on November 8th that was 
attended by more than 700 people in attendance.  The homily from the service is on our website 
www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.  
 
Archbishop Duncan was unable to attend due to his medical condition but he graciously sent the Provincial Dean, 
Bishop Don Harvey who made the trip all the way from Nova Scotia, Canada to be with us and honor Bishop 
Schofield. 
 
Unfortunately, given short notice many bishop’s were unable to attend the service.  Here are just a few of the notes 
from Bishops who could not attend:  
 

+            +            + 
 
 “Bishop John-David Schofield was a great man of God. I - like so very many others - 
 shall miss him terribly. His spiritual depth twinned with his unparalleled sense of  hu
 mor made him one of a kind. The Renaissance poet Dante Alighieri once likened  the 
 sound of heaven's perpetual "Holy, Holy, Holy" to "the laughter of the ages." 
 With our beloved late Father-in-God now swelling the chorus, there will be more 
 laughter than ever. Ours is the loss. Jesus is our hope. Rest in peace dear friend. 
 
 To the faithful of the Diocese of San Joaquin, and to all who grieve in 
 this season, please be assured of my prayers, and of those of all the 
 faithful of the Anglican Church in North America.” 
 
 The Most Revd Robert Duncan, D.D. 
 Archbishop, Anglican Church in North America 
 

+            +            + 
 

 

            (Continued on Page 4) 
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 “I’m terribly sorry to learn of this loss. The last word I had was that he was doing much better so this is a 
 real surprise. Those who have had the opportunity to have experienced one of +John-David’s “Lehlani in-
 spired dinners,” have experienced his “foretaste of the great banquet,” his fellowship, and his booming 
 laugh will remember him as larger than life. More Anglo-catholic than almost anyone, but able to preach a 
 “Come to Jesus” sermon with the best, +JD would battle hell in tongues and when there was a need for 
 healing would call for people “to REALLY pray! (NOT that namby pamby kind of empty prayer—REAL 
 PRAYER!)" Rest in peace dear friend. It has been a privilege to share many a fox hole with you! 
 
 The Rt. Rev. Bill Atwood 

 
+            +            + 

 
  

 “I will greatly miss my good friend. Bishop John-David was a wonderful man of God. 
 May he rest in peace and rise in glory!” 
 
 The Rt Rev William H Ilgenfritz 
 

+            +            + 
 
 “During the years when things were disintegrating in TEC, he always encouraged me with his faith and 
 humor. Both pointed to his steadfast conviction that Jesus was the head of the church, and that we could 
 trust in him no matter what. 
 
 Marcia and I so appreciated speaking at your clergy-spouse retreat, there enjoying the legacy of faith that 
 +John-David passed on. I wish we had been able to see him that trip. 
 
 May the Lord bless you all as you thank the Lord for this remarkable bishop.” 
 
 The Rt. Rev. Neil G. Lebhar 
 

+            +            + 
 
 “Although I have known John-David for less than a decade, I found him a dear friend, a valiant champion 
 for the Catholic Faith, and an astute observer of the situation. ACNA is richer because of his unique 
 contribution. 
 
 May the Holy Angels escort him to the Heavenly Jerusalem and there may the Joys of the Beatific Vision 
 be his eternal reward 
 
 The Rt. Rev. Don Harvey 

+            +            + 
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Walk For Life 2015Walk For Life 2015Walk For Life 2015Walk For Life 2015    

Will be on January 25!!Will be on January 25!!Will be on January 25!!Will be on January 25!!    

We are very excited to be celebrating our 10th an-
niversary on January 25, 2014.  We will once 
again be at Civic Center Plaza and will be walking 
down Market Street to Justin Herman Plaza.   

Stay tuned for more details! 

Pope Benedict XVI commended the “outstanding public witness to the 
fundamental human right to life” of the Walk for Life West Coast, in a 
special message delivered by his delegate to tens of thousands gathered in 
front of San Francisco’s City Hall Jan.26. 

The Walk for Life West Coast rally at Civic Center Plaza filled the plaza, 
before participants walked the two miles from City Hall to the Ferry 
Building, traveling through the heart of the city’s shopping and financial 
districts. More than to 50,000 participated, organizers estimated. 

Pope Benedict XVI’s representative to the United States, Archbishop 
Carlo Maria Vigano delivered a message from the pope along with his 
papal blessing. Pope Benedict’s message, which was also sent out on a 
Vatican Twitter feed, said, His Holiness “is grateful to all those who take 
part in this outstanding public witness to the fundamental human right to 
life and the moral imperative of upholding the inviolable dignity of each 
member of our human family, especially the smallest and most defense-
less of our brothers and sisters.” 

“You are a powerful witness that God’s truth cannot be silenced,” said 
San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone, who blessed partici-
pants to begin the event. “Yes, we are here to stay because life is good 
and life is holy.” 

The speakers at the Walk included Lacey Buchanan, the mother of a disa-
bled child; Elaine Riddick, who was forcibly sterilized by the state of 

North Carolina at age 14; Kelly and Matthew Clinger who regret their 

abortions; and the Rev. Clenard Childress, Jr., who has spoken at nearly 

every walk since its founding in 2005. 

“Truth is rising up and you are the picture of that truth,“ said Rev. Chil-
dress to loud cheers. “We will not draw back until every child is free.” 

 Our Mission 
To change the perceptions of a socie-
ty that thinks abortion is an an-
swer. Abortion does violence to 
women and to their children, both 
physically and emotionally. We de-
serve better than abortion. 
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 Our Goal 
To be a vocal and visual message that 
people of the West Coast stand for life. 
To reach out to women harmed by abor-
tion. To inform society of the damage 
done to women by abortion. 

 What We Do 
Peaceably protest abortion, walking 
through San Francisco every year on or 
near January 22, the anniversary of Roe 
v. Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion legalizing abortion. 
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           Joe Dietrich with his proud family, Thomas, Denise, Joseph , and Richard 

                     The proud inductee  

       Joe’s quote: “ "I'm old school. No wetsuit, no goggles. It's being one with the water."  

Joe Dietrich inducted into Stockton Athletic Hall of Fame 
 

St John's own Joe Dietrich was recently inducted into the Stockton 

Athletic Hall of Fame at their 49th Annual Awards Dinner held at the Civic 
Auditorium.  Family and friends gathered to show their support of Joe, a na-
tive Stocktonian, and champion swimmer and water polo player at Lincoln 
High.  Today Joe continues to compete, swimming for the Olympic Club of 
San Francisco and has competed in all the noteworthy marathon swimming 
events.  He was also part of the team that had the fastest time for the year in 
the English Channel Swim--winning the prestigious Montserrat Tresserras 
Shield Award for the Fastest Men's Relay of the Year (five swimmers in 10 
hours and 17 minutes.  Joe has won the Golden Gate Bridge to Bay Bridge 
Swim in his age group (non-wetsuit division) in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 
2012.  Congratulations, Joe!!  
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GAFCONGAFCONGAFCONGAFCON    

In October, Bishop Eric and Florence Menees and 
Father Jim helped represent our diocese at the 
second Global Anglican Future Conference 
(GAFCON2) in Nairobi, Kenya.  More than 1300 
laypeople, deacons, priests, and bishops gathered 
from all around the world for this assembly. 

After a week of worship and fellowship, teaching 
and learning, deepening relationships and looking 
forward to building a stronger and more thor-
oughly Christ-centered future for worldwide An-
glican Christianity, the delegates affirmed the 
Nairobi Communique and Commitment.  You are 
encouraged to take the time to read it. 
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Fr Jonathan Kanary forwarded this iconic photo of the GAFCON II clergy  

GAFCON  representatives gather in assembly 
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New Year's at ECCO 
December 31, 2013 - January 1, 2014 

 

ECCO - A Sensible Celebration for New Year's. 

Have you wanted to do something fun for New Year's but not wanted to risk being on the road? ECCO wants you 
to Stay and Play with us. Music, Games, Dancing and Socializing. 

Begin your evening with yummy appetizers and a chance to get acquainted. Then enjoy a dinner of your choice 
of Prime Rib or Lemon Herb Salmon with roasted red potatoes, steam vegetable medley, fresh baked rolls and 
your choice of fresh baked pie all served from our buffet line. 

After dinner: an evening of games and music provided by DJ for your dancing or listening pleasure. Ring in the 
New Year on New York time at 9:00 pm and then dance and play the night away knowing your comfortable 
lodge room is steps away. 

Complete your stay with a delicious Sunday Brunch. 

New Year's Eve:  

Social Hour 6:30 pm | Dinner 7:00 pm | New York Midnight Toast 9:00 pm 

New Year's Day:  
Brunch 10:00 am and late check-out at 12:00 pm 

Pricing: 

Includes New Year's Eve Celebration, Social, Dinner and  
Festivities,  
 
Sunday Brunch. Prices are per person. Prices are all inclusive.  
No hidden charges. 

•Single Occupancy (Private Lodge Room) $99.00 

•Double Occupancy (Two per Lodge Room) $77.00 

 

Get your friends together and reserve a table for 8.  

Reservation deadline is December 14th. 

December 2013 THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN Page 10 

 

Kristen Cook 

Program Coordinator 

Evergreen Conference Center  

Oakhurst 

43803 Hwy 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

ph. 559.683.8162 

fax. 559.683-4971 

www.ECCOyosemite.org 
ecco5@sti.net 



 
 
 
 

From the        

 IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO 

                  PLAN AHEAD!! 

     department 
 

Vestry / Bishop’s Committee Retreat 

January 31—February 2, 2014 

And 

February 7-9, 2014 
 

Bishop Menees will be leading this retreat on Leadership Development 

in the congregation.  We will look at questions of roles 

and responsibilities of Vestries, Mission and Vision Statements, 

Christian Leadership and development. 

This retreat will be repeated on both the first and second weekends in February but 

Is best participated in as a Vestry or Bishop’s Committee.  Time will be set aside 

For individual Vestries and Bishop’s Committees to meet. 

 

$99 for double or quad occupancy, private rooms are an additional $50 

 

Any registrations received after January 17, 2014 for first event will pay full price. 

 

Any registration received after January 24, 2014 for second event will pay full price. 

HELP NEEDED FOR THE S.J.ANGLICAN NEWSLETTERS 
 

The Communication Team of St. Paul’s (now Trinity), Bakersfield has successfully launched The Anglican and it 
is time to put together a Diocesan Team to take the reins. 
 

We need people who 
 

• Like to proofread and edit text 
• Visual editors who are proficient with Publisher or similar programs in compiling The SJAnglican 

 

If you are interested in being part of the new team, please contact Ted Yumoto at <uncleted3@aol.com> 
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THE OAK WORMS 
 
 
Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Jesus,  
 
Not long ago the church grounds at the Franciscan Friary where we 
hold services for Christ the King, were infested with oak worms. 
These little green worms eat up the leaves of oak trees, then suspend 
themselves down on silk threads just like a spider and then drop, dig 
into the ground and hibernate as a chrysalis. As they dangle by the 
thousands, swaying in the wind, they will cover your car, your hair, 
and your clothes if you pass through them. At one point it was like an 
Egyptian plague as they had invaded the chapel and had to be swept 
out before the service. They really seem like a pointless nuisance.  
 
One may argue that a societal trend today sees human existence itself as pointless; that there is no meaning to life ex-

cept to live it to one’s own satisfaction. St. Augustine living in the 5th century knew better. He writes, “When I am 
completely united to you [Jesus], there will be no more sorrow or trials, entirely filled with you, my life will be com-
plete.” We need to celebrate the truth that God, in a plan of pure goodness freely created us to share in his own 
blessed life. He continually draws us to himself and he does this in his Son and through him, he invites us to become, 
in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children. 
  
What may seem difficult or dull or pointless can find meaning and purpose and even beauty in Jesus. That is the per-
fect hope today of the Christian Faith. As we begin the season of Adventus “Arrival” in Latin, we can begin afresh 
living our lives in the power of the Holy Spirit knowing that our Saviour did arrive, and is with us, and will come 
again. All is made meaningful and perfect in Him.  
 
I was sitting reading a book before evensong service at Christ the King. It was just growing dark and I looked up as I 
could no longer see the words on the page. I happened to look across from me and up into a grove of oak trees. The 
trees were standing in deep beds of fern but in the shadows it seemed that small lights where moving at the base of 
the trees. It looked startlingly like tiny fairy lights from a picture in some old storybook. It was beautiful and there 
were hundreds of them in the dark green fern seeming to slowly circle the oaks. Rising to my feet I suddenly realized 
what I was seeing: tiny white moths. They had once been the oak worms. 
 

YÜA WÉÇ  
 

Fr. Don Cleave, Vicar  
Email: theanglocat@gmail.com  
Phone: 805.395.1221  

Christ Church Cambria  
Sunday Service 9-10 am  
At the Joslyn Recreation Center  
950 Main St.  
Cambria, CA 93428  

Christ The King Arroyo Grande  
Sunday Service 11:30 am  
At the Conventual Franciscan 
Monastery  
1352 Dale Ave.  
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420  
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Link to Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. To subscribe, send 

an email message with your email to erin@vegasanglican.org. 

December 2013 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 

the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to uncleted3@aol.com 
 

Thank you! 


