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Happy New Year! As you are all aware December 2nd is the First
Sunday in Advent and with it the New Year in the Ecclesiastical
Calendar. Instead of 12 months the church calendar is spread
between the seasons of the year, each surrounding an event in the
life of Jesus and His Church. The term Advent comes from Latin
Adventus which refers to “coming.” In the season of Advent, we
prepare for and anxiously await the “Coming of Christ.” This has
a dual meaning for us Christians; clearly the Christ has already
come in the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem two thousand
years ago and we anxiously await the Second Coming of Christ in
his return.
I am often struck by the season of Advent as being the time when
we, in the church, are most out of sync with the world around us,
and even in non-liturgical churches. On the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving, Florence and I had cause to go by Campus Bible
Church. Campus Bible is an amazing church with two campuses
that has given refuge to the congregations of St. James and Our
Lady of Guadalupe – free of charge. At great cost to themselves
and even greater inconvenience, they opened up their doors and
hearts to welcome us in. Anyhow, on Wednesday, November
21st, Florence and I stopped by the church and they had a team of
people putting up Christmas Trees and Christmas Wreaths. The
church was awash in color and texture. And at the side of the
stage/sanctuary steps stood a lonely Advent wreath with her three
purple candles and one rose colored candle. I give this primer
because I want to be clear that I am not criticizing Campus Bible,
just noting that in the season of Advent, as we hear the call of
John the Baptist calling us to repent and prepare our hearts to
receive the Lord, we are out of step with the world around us…
and I think that is a good thing. Because when we are out of step,
we are forced to examine our lives, examine our hopes and
dreams and prepare… not for the gifts under the tree or the visit
(Continued

on page 2)

Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar
December 1—Ordination of Leslie
Arbegast
December 2—Bishop @ Trinity
Anglican Church, Bakersfield
December 3—Fr. Phil Berghuis
begins first day as Diocesan Administrator (training commences)
December 5-8—Bishop Meeting
with USCCB—Ecumenical Relations
December 9—Bishop @ St.
Mark’s, Loomis
December 11—Rural Deans
December 13—Yosemite Confirmation Service
December 15—Diocesan Standing
Committee Meeting
December 24-26—Diocesan Office Closed
December 31—Diocesan Office
Closes at Noon
January 1—Diocesan Office
Closed
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of the family but the coming of the Judge. But this is not a judge looking to put us away – but a judge who has already
paid the penalty for our crime and more. The only question is whether or not we’ve accepted his love and grace!
I pray you all a blessed Advent!
Bishop Menees

Prison Ministry Working Group
Nineteen of California’s thirty-five penal institutions are housed in the counties that make up the Anglican Diocese of
San Joaquin. In addition, each county has one or more institutions and the Federal government has two, not counting
the Immigration holding facilities. Last month, Bishop Menees formed the Prison Ministry Working Group for the
Diocese. This ministry working group is made up of clergy and laity who seek to answer the call of Christ, who, in
Matthew 25 said, “I was in prison and you visited me.” The following is from one of our ministers to those incarcerated.

“… and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8b) To the men and women who have traveled from “the ends of the earth” and are now housed at the

Mesa Verde Processing Center (ICE), here in Bakersfield, we offer the love of God through Christ Jesus. It has been our
great joy to begin our fourth year ministering to many of the 500 men and women from all over the world, particularly
the Americas south of our boarder, West Africa and sub-Sahara, Eastern Europe, Armenia, the region of India, South
East Asia and China, as they await their final disposition from the courts as to whether they will be deported to their
home countries or allowed to remain in this country.
As “religious volunteers” accessing this facility, we have been preaching and leading weekly bible studies to all who are
willing to attend. We endeavor to provide bibles and quality books and tracts, in their own native languages, so that
they may know Christ better and experience the joy of worshipping Him freely and without fear during their stay at Mesa Verde. To our fellow Christians, we offer encouragement and the knowledge that God is with them in their current
circumstances. To the inquirer, we compassionately offer the love of Christ through our presence and the materials that
we distribute to them. At the end of the day, trusting in God’s good and perfect will, we stand confident that should
they remain in this country or be deported, they will leave Mesa Verde as ambassadors of Christ.
Dcn. John La Mar
Trinity Anglican Church, Bakersfield

Transitions
Deacon Leslie Arbegast was ordained to the Sacred Order of Deacons on December 1st. Dcn. Arbegast began her
ministry at St. Luke’s, Bakersfield.
St. Andrew’s, Lancaster, held their last service on November 30th and will merge with St. Jude’s on the first Sunday in
Advent.
Faith, Shafter & St. Luke’s, Bakersfield merged together as one congregation on the First Sunday in Advent.
Corey McLaughlin has served the Lord the last five years as our Diocesan Administrator. Corey’s wife, Natalie, has
taken a doctoral candidate position at UC Davis. Corey will complete his ministry at the end of the year.
Fr. Phil Berghuis has been called to serve in the Bishop’s Office as Diocesan Administrator beginning this month.
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"Horrible Beyond Words!"
Disaster Relief Needed in California
The Anglican Church is reaching out to those affected by the California wildfires, the worst in the state's history!
The Very Rev. Victor Schreffler is the Anglican Dean of the Sacramento Valley in the Diocese of Churches for the Sake
of Others (C4SO). He sends this report:
"The situation is horrible beyond words! Prayers are very much needed for the emergency responders as well as victims and their families. It
occurs to me that in some ways it's like a nuclear meltdown because repercussions will be far reaching and long lasting. Sensitive groups
breathing the air will be impacted even after the smoke has cleared. Rural hospitals are already struggling and closing at an alarming
rate....Restoring health care access will be a challenge."
It is too early to know all that will be required to restore these communities. We do know that it will take donations of
time and money from those across the country. The Anglican Relief and Development Fund and the Anglican Church
in North America are partnering with C4SO to deliver aid to those who need it most. This can happen quickly - with
your help. You can donate by mailing a check (with "California Wildfires" in the memo line) to:
The Anglican Relief and Development Fund
P.O. Box 645354
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-5354
Or donate online here: https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E92060&id=126
Information, as it becomes available, can
be found here and on
the ARDF blog. Do
not hesitate to reach
out directly to the Anglican Relief and Development Fund
(christine@ardf.org or
724-251-6045) if you
have questions.
To learn more,
click here.
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An Excerpt from

Reflections from
the Former archdeacon
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks

Fulfilling our purpose
God created the universe in just six days – which probably could not have occurred if there had been OSHA and/
or environmental regulations at the time. But fortunately for us, God is in full control and He remains that way
even today. What a tremendous comfort it is to know that God is keeping His hands firmly on the steering wheel
of Creation as we journey through His time.
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion…over the
earth…and over every living thing that moves upon the earth’”. But as we all know, our ancestors blew this responsibility, for Satan told Eve she could play God, so she rebelled. Then Adam saw appetizing rebellion in the
form of delightful fruit, and so he decided to play at being God as well. When they saw Truth revealed before
them, they were ashamed, for they were naked in their terrible presumption before the True and Only God.
Scripture says their eyes were opened to sin, and they sewed fig leaves together to prepare for their next encounter
with God. Herein is the historical record of the first cover-up.
The price of restoration is the Cross. “Herein, is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins”.
That famous line precedes this thought: “I asked Jesus how much He loved me. He stretched out His arms and
said, ‘This much – and died’.”
How do we respond to such a gift? What is your life worth? If it is precious enough to Jesus to die for, then what
is it worth to you? If we can even begin to comprehend this, surely we will look for every opportunity to respond,
even feebly, to such an overpowering love. The answer, of course, is to attempt to become everything God has
created us to be.
Realizing that such effort would be futile without His help, our Lord gave us two principle forms of assistance: a
guide book in the form of the Holy Bible, and the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower us to read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest what is there, along with His abiding strength and direction to keep us faithful to the task.
The Holy Bible is a witness to the sacrifice God the Father has made in the Person of His Son Jesus Christ.
“While we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” If we are serious toward God, we will feel accountable. And by
the power of His Holy Spirit, we will gradually discern that as we increase our faith, our ability, stability, and responsibility, we will also increase our sense of accountability to God. We know we can never fully or completely
discharge our debt to Jesus for what He has done and is doing for us, but surely we can make regular payments on
it. God cannot honor our checks if no deposits of faith have been made.
And the way we make those deposits is to live the lifestyle to which He has called us. That lifestyle has a name; it
is called “Stewardship”.
(Continued
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All too often we Christians tend to reflect the values of society rather than the values of Christian stewardship. If
the accumulation and possession of material things is foremost in our lives, then in reality our god is materialism. If
“doing our own thing” is more important that practicing family values and teaching our young people right from
wrong, then moral relativism is our god. The Christian steward must work constantly to avoid such traps by beginning with Christ’s values and not that of society. Out of the value structure, we live and act toward God, others, and
lastly self.
A primary Biblical example of stewardship is found in Genesis, where Joseph is given responsibility for the household of Pharaoh’s captain of the guard. Potiphar immediately noticed that under Joseph’s stewardship, the household profited greatly. And the reason? Because Joseph’s stewardship was blessed by God.
As mentioned before, a Christian steward joyfully affirms that God owns all things and He is the Source of all present and future blessings. As a result, we really do not own anything; what we have given belongs to God.
His temporary gifts to us are given while we are in this present life, but when we are gone, they will remain behind
for others whom God will choose.
You and I as Christian stewards are managers, then, and not owners. Good stewardship is managing well while constantly acknowledging His ownership and our accountability for how those gifts are used.
St. Paul is inspired to write to the Romans and to us as well: “So then, every one of us shall be given an account of
himself to God.”
The vast majority of the parables of Jesus deal with trust and accountability in stewardship, close to 70%. The Parable of the Talents reminds us that however little or much we have been given, we are accountable for all of it.
Stewardship should always be viewed in a very positive way. The Psalmist David wrote, “They feast on the abundance of thy house, and thou givest them drink from the river of thy delights. For with thee is the fountain of life; in
thy light we see light.” St. Paul told Timothy that by setting our sights on God, we would be “richly furnished…with
everything to enjoy”. Faithful stewardship promises great rewards!
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to akr93555@gmail.com and cc:
melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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