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There is a term in Greek - Anamnesis (ἀνάμνησις) meaning, “to
remember.” This is the theological term we use in the liturgy
when celebrating Holy Eucharist. Anamnesis brings the past
into the present. In other words, mystically Christ is present with
us at the Eucharistic Table and we are present with Christ at the
last supper.
April 14 – 21 we are invited to participate in a week-long celebration of Anamnesis. Of course, we call this week – Holy
Week. This is the week set aside in the Christian calendar in
which believers are invited to walk with Jesus and his disciples as
they enter Jerusalem, to the Upper Room and the Garden of
Gethsemane, to the Praetorium, Mount Calvary and eventually
to the empty tomb.
One of the reasons I love being an Anglican is because of our
rich Prayer Book liturgical practices throughout Holy Week.
Palm Sunday – we bless the palms (that will eventually form the
ashes for next year’s Ash Wednesday) and process with them
singing praise to God. We’ll journey with Jesus as he triumphantly enters Jerusalem and shout with the town’s people,
“Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord!” But a few minutes later, during the reading of the passion
we’ll also join in with them and shout, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
Maundy Thursday – we will join Jesus and the disciples in the
Upper Room for the celebration of the Passover Feast – our
Holy Eucharist. In many congregations we’ll practice the ancient tradition of washing each other’s feet remembering St. Peter’s words, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” What humility it takes
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Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar
March 29-30—Ministry of Pastoral
Care Retreat, Saint James, Fresno
March 31—Bishop @ Saint James,
Fresno
April 7—Bishop @ Saint John,
Petaluma
April 10—Mass of Chrism
April 14—Palm Sunday
April 18—Maundy Thursday,
Diocesan Office Closes at Noon
April 19—Good Friday—
Diocesan Office Closed
April 21—Easter Sunday
April 22—Easter Monday—
Diocesan Office Closed
April 29-May 1—Clergy Conference
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not only to wash another’s feet but to allow someone to wash yours. And then following the Eucharist we’ll strip the
altar and reserve the sacrament. Many of our congregations will have a vigil with the sacrament reminiscent of Jesus
with the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane. “My soul is sorrowful, even to death; remain here and watch with me.”
Good Friday – following the Solemn Collects, we’ll hear again the Passion read dramatically. In an instant we’ll be with
Jesus during his trial and on Mount Calvary as he utters, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” We’ll stand or kneel before the cross and remember that it was our sin that hung him there. AND we will remember that because of his sacrifice on that same cross our sins are forgiven!
Holy Saturday – we’ll sit outside of the tomb with the guards and wonder why? Why did this innocent man die? And
then that evening we will gather for the beautiful and reverent Easter Vigil where we will recount the story of salvation
from Genesis through the Resurrection of Jesus as we await in candlelight. We’ll recall the Christians of the first centuries and baptize new believers. We’ll ring our bells and shout, once again, Alleluia! Praise the Lord!
Easter Sunday – dressed in our Easter finery, we’ll anxiously go to the tomb with the women to anoint the body of Jesus only to discover the empty tomb and hear the words of the Angel – “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen.” And in response we’ll sing Alleluia hymns that we’ve denied ourselves during the
season of Lent.
What a joy and what a gift Holy Week is. I pray that this year you will allow yourself to be transported back in time to
walk with Jesus through those painful days and then to celebrate with the women at the empty tomb!
I pray you all a very Happy Easter!
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An Excerpt from

Reflections from
the Former archdeacon
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks

The church congregation
Most Christians understand that the Church is not merely an institution or organization. Since it is the Body of
Christ, it is a living organism. It is called by its Head – Jesus Christ – to be One, to be Holy, to be Catholic, and
to be Apostolic.
In order to fulfill the several requirements it must adopt a true and comprehensive doctrine as revealed by God
the Father which it then faithfully employs through these precepts and spiritual instruments of grace.
This comprehensiveness includes everything that God the Holy Spirit has revealed as integral to saving faith and
practice. Among these are the systems of the sacraments and the apostolic ministry. Whenever or wherever either of these are laid aside or even carelessly regarded, the catholicity of the Body becomes obscured; where vital
portions are formally repudiated, it is then nullified.

An impatient and/or martinet discipline is never a proper characteristic of true catholicity. Humans obscure what
has been revealed when they take it upon themselves to abuse the disciplines found within the sacraments and the
sacred ministry.
The faithful and serious Christian will approach the doctrines of the Church with great care and reverence, and
with the idea that nothing essential to the corpus of Faith must ever be lost or even damaged.
The local congregation is called to be a microcosm of the whole Body, retaining all that has been given to the
greater Body. The local congregation, then, should incorporate all the spiritual gifts of the greater Body. To accomplish this we have to have continuing dependence upon the leavening power of God the Holy Spirit. He
works through each member supernaturally to empower each member to recognize, then exercise their unique
gifts. Only when this occurs can a local congregation show itself as a truly catholic mother of souls.
The dividing line between the congregation’s catholicity and a laxity of discipline is easy to pass over in the business of everyday life.
But when it is ignored, Satan will be right behind, and it will affect the whole congregation, not just a few.
Congregations will remain orthodox in their faith only so long as it retains the whole faith, and the Godly discipline which it has been endowed with.
The local congregation’s teachers must labor to instruct each member in the Way of Life committed to it by its
Head, Jesus Christ, and in prayers for the impartation of guidance and spiritual strength by the Holy Spirit. This
doctrine of faith and spiritual life constitutes a sacred deposit which is to be handed on in a careful, deliberate tradition so that present and future generations can properly understand the whole Body itself.
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I have written in other articles that one major spiritual discipline which helps bring one to Jesus is the tithe. The
tithe is even more than a spiritual discipline; I believe it is also a Biblical imperative. Those who respond to God’s
call to return to Him the first-fruits, whether it be time, talent, or money, are being obedient to God’s call to be
faithful stewards to that to which they have been entrusted. Now it seems to me that Holy Scripture tells us to go
beyond the tithe with special offerings. These offerings are intended to be signs of love and outreach to those in
need. But the tithe comes first, and until the “milk” of understanding is clear, the “meat” of offerings cannot be fully comprehended or appreciated.
To me, anything less than the tithe bears witness that a congregation has not yet fully achieved the catholicity to
which it has been called. It does take time for people to achieve it; it took several years before my wife and I reached
the goal. By tithing, the local congregation is given the opportunity to go beyond daily church expenses and reach
out in Christian love wherever the leaders prayerfully choose. An individual or a congregation can expect no special
treatment from God. It is simply a part of the discipline of the faithful.
Of course, we all know we are sinners who have fallen short of the glory of God as individuals and as a corporate
body.
Many Christians have never been taught adequately the principle behind the tithe, and many have not been informed
how vital it can be to use this as a reflective portion of the Body of Christ as a whole, to use the first-fruits in a way
that is not selfish. Surely that is a reality, for Scripture says that God loves an obedient and cheerful giver. His only
Son, our Lord and Savior, has provided more than enough instruction about faithful stewardship. Let us pray, then,
that by God’s mercy and grace, we hold fast to every Christian doctrine, and especially in this area, to the growth and
transfiguration of the local congregation to which we are called.
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MATTHEW 25 INITIATIVE
Matthew 25 New Grant Cycle Opens April 1
It is with great excitement and hope in Jesus Christ that the Anglican Church in North America
announces we will be accepting new ministry grant applications for the Matthew 25 Initiative beginning April 1, 2019.
The Lord is doing such wonderful ministry through our family of congregations, reaching those who are
suffering from poverty, homelessness, drug and alcohol addictions, trafficking victims, post incarceration,
sexual brokenness, refugees in need, etc. The Lord Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:40, “The King will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.’”

In the last 4 years, 84 Anglican Church in North America churches and ministries have received grants
through the MT25i process to either begin a new ministry or continue their ministry to the “least of
these.” We are overwhelmed by the goodness of our Lord and the faithfulness of His people in our family
of churches and to the generous donors making the grants possible.
To apply, download the grant application here.
Email your completed application to matthew25@anglicanchurch.net.
We look forward to receiving your grant application with great excitement. May the Lord continue to bless
the ACNA and MT25i as we bring the Love of Jesus to those He loves so very much.
To learn more about the Matthew 25 initiative, visit their website.
To learn about the Matthew 25 Gathering back in February, click here.

+++
25i is a ministry of the Anglican Church in North America. Funded by your generous donations,
and matching donations from an anonymous donor, M25i is helping ministries all over North
America reach the poor and needy in their communities. Find a ministry that touches your heart,
and donate today – knowing that every dollar you donate means two for the ministry of your
choice!

+++
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ASSEMBLY 2019

Renewing our Call
to the Great Commission
PLANO, TEXAS — JUNE 17-19
Don’t miss your chance to gather with other Anglican leaders from across North America
at Assembly this summer. As we celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the Anglican Church
in North America, let’s learn, plan, and pray together about the next decade.
All attendees will receive special commemorative editions of the new
2019 Book of Common Prayer to mark the occasion.
5 plenary sessions and 30 breakout sessions offer something for everyone.

SPEAKERS

Foley
Beach

James
Bryan Smith

Laurent
Mbanda

Ravi
Zacharias

Russell
Moore

LEARN MORE & REGISTER TODAY AT

Disciple2019.com
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Diocesan Youth Mission Trip:
Come Build Hope
July 14-19, 2019
Once again, the diocese will partner with Amor Ministries in Tijuana to build a home for a family in need. This trip
is geared for youth entering the 7th grade through college and is open to adults as well. Younger children may come
if accompanied by their parent. The cost will most likely be between $200-300 per missionary. This includes lodging in a tent, food while in Mexico, along with the building materials and tools needed to build the house. The
amount will be determined by the fundraisers participating congregations hold along with diocesan scholarships.
All participants must have a passport and some spending money for meals while traveling. It currently takes 6-8
weeks to get a passport and the cost varies by age between $115-145. Look for more details to come in the next
couple of months. If you have any interest or questions, please contact Father Mark Hall at hallfour@gmail.com.
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration anytime; Contributions must be received by the 20th of
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in
the following month.
Please send these to akr93555@gmail.com and cc:
melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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