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I

t has been an incredibly busy month throughout our
diocese and a busy month ahead. In June a number of
churches began gathering the saints for public worship and
our national church’s Provincial Council.
It’s been such a blessing that in so many congregations in
our diocese the saints have been able to regather for public
worship. I’ve given churches the option to regather, but
this is a decision that ultimately has to be made at the
congregational level. Many precautions need to be taken to
ensure people can worship safely, and in some
congregations it’s safer to continue with virtual services
and drive in communions. Many in the world want to
politicize and polarize public health decisions like these,
and it is important to remember that as Christians our
actions shouldn’t be dictated by the media or the whims of
the world at large, but by God’s commandments and in
this situation specifically the commandment to love our
neighbor. The first amendment doesn’t give us a
dispensation from this commandment. Whatever action
we take as churches at this time needs to be guided by the
love of Christ rather than our own desires or fears.
The updated guidelines can be found here: https://
www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/covid-19.html
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Bishop’s Schedule
And
Diocesan Calendar
July 1 - Delegate Certifications
Due in Diocesan Office
July 3 - Diocesan Office Closed
July 4 - Independence Day
July 8-10:30 am - Diocesan
Clergy Meeting on Zoom
July 14-10:00 am - Rural Deans
on Zoom

July 22-10:30 am - Diocesan
Clergy Meeting on Zoom
August 5-10:30 am - Diocesan
Clergy Meeting on Zoom
August 8—90 Days before
Convention

Towards the end of this month I was also busy participating in the Provincial Council. Provincial Council is
an integral part of our church’s national governance, approving budgets, overseeing the administration, and
recommending constitutional and canonical changes to the Provincial Assembly. I was blessed to be joined
by three delegates from our diocese in the meetings, Bill Atwood, Beth Conkle, and Father Jack Estes. Bill
was appointed by the executive committee to fulfill a vacated position. The Provincial Executive Committee
oversees the province between meetings of the Provincial Council. I’m thankful not only for Bill’s willingness
to accept this ministry, but also that our diocese and the other Anglicans in the western United States will
have such a faithful and discerning voice in the committee.
The Provincial Council meeting was filled with some very important discussions. Part of the meeting was to
discuss the current issues facing our church and nation, from the coronavirus to racial discrimination. I
strongly encourage all of you to read Archbishop Beach’s address to the Provincial Council on our website at
https://www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/news--events/2020-acna-provincial-address. Archbishop Beach’s
address speaks to the struggles against racial discrimination in our country from a very scripturally grounded
position and calls each of us to look at ourselves, ask how we’ve sinned in this regard, and repent of those
sins to God. I encourage you also to read some of the books of the Bible that strongly address justice like
Hosea and Proverbs and ask God in prayer to speak his word into your life. When it comes to issues of race,
far too many people read scripture solely intending to validate their own views rather than seeking God’s
word. As Christians we need to do the latter.

The Provincial Council also acted to draw us in the Anglican Church in North America closer in fellowship
to our brothers and sisters in Anglican churches throughout the world by accepting membership in the
Global South Fellowship of Anglicans. Before this, the ACNA had been a member of the Global South that
included full communion with a number of other Anglican churches. The Anglican Communion had this
kind of fellowship, but that fellowship started to fragment when churches began to make sweeping doctrinal
changes that separated them from the others. In an effort to prevent drifting away from the faith once
delivered, the Global South put out a document called the Cairo Covenant. The Cairo Covenant clarifies
what’s meant by being in communion with each other, and more importantly, it sets out ways for our
provinces to be mutually accountable to each other. This is essential as it not only makes us accountable for
any changes we make, it also draws us into a deeper relationship with Anglican churches throughout the
world. This kind of mutually accountability also puts us on the same footing as other Anglicans around the
world. We’re not the vestiges of a colonial power exerting power over others, we’re equal provinces in a
larger communion that must all be accountable to each other. The text of the Cairo Covenant is available at
https://americananglican.org/news/acna-provincial-council-council-votes-to-accept-terms-of-the-cairocovenant/.
All of these things may seem very different, gathering the saints for public worship, addressing racial
discrimination with an eye towards reconciliation, and entering into a deeper covenantal relationship with
other Anglican churches, but they’re all about us imitating the reconciliation and communion with God in his
body the church and in the larger world. As Jesus says in the beatitudes, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9.) This time may seem hectic, but God calls us all to be
peacemakers, to seek reconciliation with Him and to be agents of his reconciliation in the church and the
world. It’s time to go out there and share the peace of God.
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Congratulations
On Pentecost Sunday the Rev. Anthony Velez was ordained to the transitional diaconate and began his
ministry at Saint James as Pastoral Assistant.
Christ the King, Ridgecrest has called the Rev. Fabien and Charity Pering to be their next Rector. The
Perring’s plan to arrive in mid-august in time for Charity to give birth to their first child!

We rejoice at the birth of Abigail Phoebe Braun, fourth child of the Rev. Steve and Lydia Braun. Abigail
was born on June 26th and came into the world at 8.12 lbs and 21.25 inches long. We rejoice with Deacon
Steven and Lydia, Moriah, Hannah and Jerusha!

Sign Up to Participate

To keep the Zoom gatherings secure, participants will receive login information after signing up at

www.dioceseofsanjoaquin.net/daily-office.html
If you are interested in becoming a licensed Lay Reader and officiating, please contact
Fr. John Roberts revjohnroberts@gmail.com or
Fr. Karl Dietze karl@trinitybakersfield.com
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COVID-19 and the Three-Legged Stool

ne of the concepts so misunderstood by Anglicans today is Richard
Hooker’s explanation of what we now call the three-legged stool. Hooker’s
stool is about using scripture, tradition, and reason as the source for Anglican
theology. Unfortunately, many today think of those three legs in the stool as
completely equal. Scripture and reason together can trump tradition, but
tradition and reason can trump scripture. That’s a completely false
understanding of what Hooker is saying.
For Hooker, each of those legs aren’t fully equal and separate, they are
intertwined. As Anglicans scripture is the supreme authority, but we have to
remember Jesus’ temptation in the desert, and that Scripture can be taken out
of context. That’s where tradition comes in. Tradition isn’t seen as this
completely separate source of authority, rather it is through the lens of tradition
that we read scripture. What we mean by that is, when we read a passage, we
shouldn’t hope to draw a completely new concept or understanding from it.
Instead, we should hope to read it and interpret it the way the Church has done
since earliest days. In other words, Christian scholars and monks are sure to have a much better interpretation
of scripture over the past 1500 years than me sitting down with a Bible at Starbucks.
It may seem like those two (scripture and tradition) are good on their own, but Hooker was wise in seeing that
we still need to include reason. There are many new things going on in the world that scripture doesn’t address.
For example, if I wanted to download movies online and sell copies of it, nowhere in Scripture does God say we
can’t do that. We can, however, look at that action, read Exodus where God says stealing is wrong, and come to
the rational conclusion that selling those copies is stealing. Reason isn’t something that competes with scripture;
it is about us using our reason to apply scripture in meaningful ways.
The really important thing with Hooker’s stool that is not mentioned by many is that in each of these three legs,
God is at work. Scripture, of course, is the Word of God, the tradition of the Church is looking at the history of
how God has spoken to the Church, and reason is about using our God-given wisdom and asking for His
assistance in that reasoning. What we end up with is a way of basing our lives on God’s will for us that is
grounded in scripture, which is not limited, that deals with all of the situations in our lives.
This is especially important today as we deal with the coronavirus and the struggles against injustice in our
country. We can’t just give knee jerk responses to things speaking from our own desires; we have to turn to
scripture, look at how the church has traditionally applied it, and ask God for help in reasoning out how we
should act from there.
This isn’t just about theology and what we believe as Christians, this is also about how we should act as
Christians. So many of us know what scripture says about loving our neighbor and supporting others in their
need, and when things like gathering in groups are restricted, it can feel like we can’t engage in certain ministries
anymore. There may be restrictions that prevent us from doing what we used to do, but we should be asking
God for guidance and using our reason to find ways to adapt our ministries as well as start new ministries. Many
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Bible studies in the Diocese have kept their same study materials and times, but they’ve switched over to
internet meeting platforms like Zoom. Bishop Eric at the beginning of the sheltering in place wanted a way for
people to join together in prayer, so he started a new ministry in the middle of all of this, leading Midday Prayer
on Facebook Live at noon every weekday.
In Anglicanism some have presented Hooker’s three-legged stool in a completely false and even heretical ways.
Hooker’s stool is a call for us to use our God-given reason to take scripture and apply it throughout our lives,
not only to what we believe, but how we believe. Now, many churches and Christians feel limited due to the
coronavirus because they cannot engage in many of the activities they did before. We as Anglicans need to
remember Hooker’s stool and ask God for the wisdom and knowledge to develop new ideas and new forms of
ministries. When everything to do with the pandemic is over we shouldn’t hope things will be back to normal –
we should hope that we’ve used this time to grow closer to God and better able to share our faith with the
world around us.
By Fr. Phil Berghuis

Note: Richard Hooker (March 1554-November 1600) was an English priest in the Church of England and an
influential theologian. He was one of the most important English theologians of the sixteenth century. His
defense of the role of redeemed reason informed the theology of the seventeenth century Caroline Divines
and later provided many members of the Church of England with a theological method which combined the
claims of revelation, reason and tradition. (Wikipedia)

An Excerpt from

Reflections from
the Former archdeacon
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks

S

Two Kinds of Judgment

everal issues ago I wrote of several activities and events which had taken place, in which it seemed sound
Christian teaching, doctrine, or discipline had been violated. Several mail responses agreed, while two others felt
I was “judging” the action of others, something our Lord Jesus warned us not to do (St. Matthew 7:1).
I personally believe there are two ways of using the word “judgment” as it appears in Holy Scripture. For just 15
verses after our Lord’s command to “judge not,” He calls us to make critical assessments of the works of others:
“by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:15). The two kinds of “judgment” would be: (1) the judgment of
condemnation, which I believe belongs exclusively to God, and (2) the judgment of evaluation which I believe is
our duty and His command.
(Continued
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An Excerpt from

Reflections from
the Former archdeacon
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks
The Pharisees, Scribes, and the Sadducees whom Jesus condemned were filled with carping criticism. They had an
attitude of self-righteousness which made them censorious. Such behavior is not permitted because we cannot
know all the facts or look into another’s mind to discover the whole person (as Jesus could do), and given our
personal prejudices and opinions, it is nearly impossible for us to be impartial. In fact, we often rationalize our
own behavior and feel somewhat superior when we discover someone who seems obviously worse off before God
than we are. Someone wrote, “When unkind criticism takes the form of a kindly act (or kindly advice), evil is in
fact parading as good.” None of us is good enough to judge another to condemnation since we cannot remove
someone’s splinter when a beam is in our own eye.
We are called to love and respect one another simply because we all are children of God. Self-understanding about
our own complexities and limitations can help us to accept others and avoid the kind of judgment that would lead
to their condemnation. But such acceptance does not mean we must avoid evaluation of the beliefs, ideas, and
practices of others. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can become more discerning in our evaluations – without
condemnation.
The exercise of our critical faculties is a God-given gift through which we make the choices of life – our varied
responses to policies, ideas, and courses of action. Lack of good common sense in responding only to wrong does
great harm to the Body of Christ. And because we are imperfect, some actions and thoughts supposedly done in
Christ’s name are, in fact, wrong. History is replete with such examples.
In this same chapter of Saint Matthew, Jesus warns us about false prophets. We are told that one of the most
damaging characteristics of a false prophet is that at first glance their teachings bear some resemblance to truth.
Also, we are warned that because belief and practice, creed and conduct are so vitally connected, false teaching and
false doctrine will inevitably produce perverted morality.
It is common for people who are ignorant of the content of Holy Scripture, either by apathy, carelessness, or
design, to become self-deceived. They may be adept at using the right vocabulary, the correct liturgical ceremony,
or even hold high office in the Church without ever repenting of their sins and submitting to Christ Jesus as both
Savior and Lord. Without extensive knowledge of the Word of God, we cannot hope to achieve the moral, ethical,
and spiritual maturity to which Jesus calls us.
Spiritual maturity brings discernment. Teaching in the Temple, Jesus declared, “Judge not according to
appearances, but by right judgments (I John 2:24). Paul commanded the Corinthians to judge those who were
wicked so they could be removed from the fellowship (I Cor. 5:12, 6:1-5). Paul told Timothy that false teachers
would be operating within the Church. They were people who had “turned aside” from the truth and had “no
understanding” of what they were purporting to affirm (I Tim. 1:6, 7). Saint John also warned of many false
prophets operating in his day (I John 4:1. It has been written that “more harm has been done to the Church by
termites on the inside than by woodpeckers on the outside.”
(Continued
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An Excerpt from

Reflections from
the Former archdeacon
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks
Our Lord’s warning to “judge not” therefore can never be used to legitimize permissiveness or justify laxity
toward evaluating and responding to the teachings and actions of others who are members of the Church. To
fail to make “right judgments” is to be disobedient to Christ Himself.
False prophets not only spread false teaching, but often fail to live by accepted principles of discipleship.
Common characteristics in their teaching are: (1) heaven, hell, Satan, and sin are merely ancient myths; (2) what
is called sin is only sickness so it has nothing to do with guilt; (3) no individual is personally responsible for this
sickness (sin), but society as a whole and/or parents are to blame; (4) those things that were formerly called
sinful are no longer because times have changed; (5) a God of love would never permit anyone to be punished,
and especially everlastingly. False teachers offer cheap grace, faith without fidelity, salvation without sacrifice,
and works as ends in themselves.
To speak of the love of God without examining His perfect justice and consequent punishment is heretical
because it fails to take into account the destructive nature of sin as well as our need to repent and then depend
solely upon God’s mercy in Christ Jesus. False teaching promises an “easy” religion which focuses primarily on
externals. It makes the sacrifice of Jesus superfluous and divorces the faith which Jesus revealed. Those who
follow false teachings or are false prophets can become separatists, self- righteous and arrogant. Further, false
teachings define “catholic” as “doing whatever I want to do and you better come along” mentality. For
example, some time ago, a female bishop was “consecrated” and said, “This is not a theological matter; it’s a
matter of power.”
In denying the authority of the Holy Scriptures, one bishop declared, “Man wrote the Bible and man can
change it.” With this mindset these false teachers and prophets are then free to substitute secular standards and
morals for God’s commands. There are false prophets who hold leadership in almost every Christian
denomination. For instance, acceptance of homosexuality as normal God-given life overthrows the authority
of Scripture and 2,000 years of catholic tradition. Others deny the saving work of Jesus, especially Jews and
Moslems and secularists. Those who question the divinity of Christ Jesus and the literal and historical reality of
His Incarnation and Resurrection must be condemned, not as persons, but for their disbelief in opposing what
the Church has always taught everywhere throughout the many centuries. It is foolish to buy into every fad and
fancy and every new doctoral thesis that comes along. One can remain a loving and compassionate Christian
while correcting such false beliefs. In fact, it is more loving to correct a heretic and urge them to correct their
errors than to accept such error which surely will lead many astray. Even worse is that at the time of judgment,
they may not repent and be saved themselves.
What is the final destination for false teachers and prophets is in God’s own hands. But God calls each of us
to be informed enough to weigh their ideas and refute their errors. Our Lord Himself called such people
“ravenous wolves” because a heart in rebellion to the Word of God will attempt to devour like-minded folk in
order to feed their egos. Those who ignore or violate His Word can only bring confusion and disorder to the
Body of Christ unless challenged. Hopefully challenge will bring repentance, forgiveness, and a restored
fellowship with the Lord and His disciples. What could be more loving and caring than that?
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News from our Seminarians:
Micah Hogan
Answering the Call to Serve

H

ello all, my name is Micah Hogan. I’m a postulant and seminarian in the diocese studying for holy orders
at Nashotah House Theological Seminary in Wisconsin. I was born and raised in Lincoln California, just north
of Sacramento on what my family affectionately calls a “fiber farm.” The family business is shepherding and we
raise sheep, lamas, alpacas, and angora rabbits for their wool/fur.
Growing up my family attended a small nondenominational charismatic church. In college I discovered and fell
in love with Anglicanism and began to discern a call to the priesthood (quite another type of shepherd all
together!). In my ministry I hope to combine the charismatic zeal of my upbringing with the beauty, depth, and
wisdom of the Anglican tradition as I seek to be faithful to Christ and His people.
In August I will be starting my second year at Nashotah (what we at the House refer to as the “middler” year).
Already I’ve learned a lot during my time at Nashotah. Like many Anglicans, I’m a fairly bookish person who
enjoys the challenge of academics. But Nashotah House seeks to balance academics with spiritual formation
and emotional and relational competence. By the grace of God I’ve already noticed myself growing in
compassion and patience during my first year in seminary, and I hope and pray that God will continue to grow
and equip me during this time of formation.
After seminary, I hope to pursue further education to serve Jesus’s kingdom as a competent theologian, as well
as a faithful priest. I’m especially interested in what the patristic doctrine of creation has to say to us today in
the twenty-first century. In a time full of confusion about creation, from sexuality to ecology, I believe Holy
Scripture and the early Church have an important word to speak to us about how God sacramentally relates to
and orders His world. I pray that God will use these theological interests as an extension of my priestly ministry
to build up His Body on earth.
If you think of me, please pray that I might follow Christ in growing
in wisdom, favor, and obedience (Lk. 2:52, Heb. 5:8), and that I
might be found faithful in guarding the good deposit that has been
entrusted to us (2 Tim. 1:14). Please also pray that as I strive to seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness that all the other
things – food, clothes, seminary tuition, health, and safety – might be
added to me as well (Matt. 6:33).
Please keep in touch!
Note: If you'd like to know more about Micah’s discernment and
formation you can contact him at mhogan@nashotah.edu.
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Musical Notes
Hymns that Make a Statement of Faith

T

he hymn, The Church’s One Foundation written in 1866 by Anglican priest Samuel John Stone (18391900) was based upon 1 Corinthians 3:11 – “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ.”
The hymn was written in response to the writings of South African Bishop Colenso, who claimed much of the
Bible was fictitious. His declaration caused a schism in the South African church. In retaliation Father Stone
wrote 12 hymns based upon the 12 articles of the Apostle’s Creed. This hymn comes from the 9th article: “I
believe in the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints...” In the end this hymn won out, when at the
Lambeth conference of 1888 in Canterbury, the assembly of Anglican bishops chose this hymn to be sung at
every meeting!
The tune is written by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1864), who was the grandson of Charles Wesley, founder of
the Methodist Church. It has always been in the Church universal – a hymn with the right words, knit together
with the right tune, and is one that unites the people to stand against the attacks of the enemy upon Christ’s
Church.
The hymn Glorious Things of Thee is Spoken text is by John Newton, (b. 1725, d. 1807 – both in London.)
The hymn was first published in 1779. Newton is also the author of the universal favorite hymn of every
church in Christendom, Amazing Grace.
Newton’s life’s history is well known. A young man at home more with pleasing the lusts of his flesh, and little
to no thought of godliness, spent the first part of his life as a sailor. This rough environment eventually led him
to participate in the transporting of slaves from Africa to England. His father, concerned about the company he
was keeping, sent an emissary to rescue him and bring him home.
On the return voyage the ship was almost lost in a tempest. At this point Newton prayed the ship would survive. That prayer was his first step back to God, who his mother taught him to trust. Eventually this led to his
conversion to Christ and becoming an Anglican priest. He became a leading voice in England for social reform
and the abolition of slavery.
The hymn speaks of the eventual New Jerusalem coming down, fulfilling the prayer, “. . . Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.” Newton’s testimony gives us hope to believe that no heart is beyond the reach of
God’s love.
A Croatian folk song is the basis for the hymn tune as composed by Franz Joseph Haydn in 1797.
Note: David Rudat writes a column for his church’s newsletter called “Musical Notes.” David is a former opera
singer and talented musician who has authored many stories about the composers of hymns Anglicans love to
sing. His home church is Saint Mark’s Anglican Church in Loomis, California.
By David Rudat
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Bishop’s Note series-The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees.
To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net.

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly
by The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin,
California.
Submissions will be accepted for consideration
anytime. Contributions must be received by the
20th of the month for possible inclusion in the
newsletter in the following month.
Please send these to melody@ctkridgecrest.org
Thank you!
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